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SOME years ago, an Edition of tKe Preachers’" 
Lives was publiflied in this City, entitled, “ The 
Experience of fome of the moft eminent Me- 
thodift Preachers,” which met with great .accep- 
tance, and proved a blefling. to many. That 
work being out of print, the Conference thought 
good, with permifllon of the Publifker, to re- 
print it in fuch a manner, a& might entitle it to 
be called a “ New and Improved Edition.” No 
pains have been fpared to- render it fo ; and we 
humbly hope, that the Reader who has feen the 
firft Edition, will not hehtate to give this the pre- 
ference. Efpecially when he confiders firft, that 
the original Editor, though he difplayed an ex- 
cellent judgment in his choice -of Experiences, 
yet at that early period had but few, compara-. 
lively, to fdecf from. 

Secondly, That feveral of the Lives he pub- 
Kftied, were living characters, which though 
highly efteemed in the Church, were ftill in a 
ftate of probation. 

VThirdly, That though not lefs than ten new 
Experiences are added, none are inferted but 
iuch as finiihed their courfe in the Lor(L 



( Vi ) 

Fourthly, That to each Preacher’s Life ’i 9 
fubjoined an Account of his Death, which muft < 
make the Work peculiarly interefting. 

And laftly, the Reader will have, in this Edi- 
fioi^, a more enlarged view of the piety, fuffer- 
ings and patience of the primitive Methodifts. 

The Reader, however, may enquire why we 
have not given fome account of thofe great- and 
blefled men, Meflrs. John and Charles Wefley, 
and that great defender of the do<ftrines of Chrift, 
the Rev. John Fletcher ? We anfv/er, an omif- 
fion of this kind would be unpardonable indeed, 
were it not that Mr. Fletcher’s Life was lately 
publifhed by Mr. Benfon, of London j and in 
this year, thofe of MelFrs. John and Charles'* 
Wefley, greatly improved^ by Mr. John Jones,, 
Dublin.- 

And now, having done our bell to make this 
Edition as edifying as poflible to all who love, or 
deflre to love our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity, 
we fend it forth in his name, befeeching him to 
accompany it with his fpecial Ble fling to all now 
travelling to Zion, and to the Children ' yet> 
unborn. 



Book-Room, 7 
J^larch 24, 1 806. ^ 
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ikZr. John Haime* 



To the Rev, M.r, John W^ejley, 

REV, SIR, 

I WAS born at Shaftfbury, Dorfetfliire, in 
1710. My father followed Gardening, and 
brought me up in the fame employment, for fe- 
veral years, but I did not like it, and longed for 
fome bufinefs, that would allow me more liberty. 
In the mean time, I was very undutitui to my 
parents, and much given to curfing, fwearing, 
lying, and fabbath-breaking. But I was not eafy 
in this way, being often afraid, that the devil 
would carry me away. 

I was then placed with my uncle to learn to 
make buttons. I liked this well at firft, but was 
foon tired of it. However, I ftaid out the year. 
But my uncle then removing to Blandford, I 
was out of bufinefs. I wrought in many places, 
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but {laid in none, being like the troubled fea# 
that cannot reft. After fome time, I went to 
my uncle at Blandford, and wrought with him 
about a quarter of a year. But ftill I found ho 
fatisfaftion in any thing, neither in working, 
eating, drinking, nor even in fleeping ; though 
neither I my.felf, nof any of my acquaintance 
could imagine what was the matter with me. 

Some time after, as I was working alone, the 
devil broke in upon me, v/ith rcafonings concern- 
ing the being of a Ood, till my fenfes were al- 
moft gone. He then fo ftrongly tempted me, to 
blafpheme God, that 1 could not withftand. He 
then told me, “ Thou art inevitably damned.” 
And I readily believed him. For I thought, 
though I have not curfed God outwardly, yet he 
iooketh to the heart. This confideration made 
me fmk into defpair, as a ftone into the mighty 
waters. 

I now began to wander about by the river 
fide, and through woods and folitary places, many 
times looking up to heaven with a heart ready to 
break, thinking 1 had no part there. I thought 
every one happy but myfeif : the devil continu- 
ally telling me, there was no mercy for me. Yet 
I thought it was hard to be baniftied for ever 
from the prefence of a merciful God. 1 cried 
to him for help ; but I found no relief j it feem- 
ed to be all in vain. So i faid, like the men of 
Judah, There is fto hope; and then gave the reins 
to my evil cefires *, not caring which end went 
foremoft, but giving myfeif up again to wicked 
company, and all their evil ways. 

If at any time I grew uneafy again, I ftifled 
it by drinking, Iwearing, card-playing, lewdnefs, 
and the like works of darknefs, which I then 
p.urfued with all greedinefs. And I was haften- 
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MR. JOHN HAIMR. ^ 

iiig on when the great, tremendous God, 
hie as a Uon in the way, and his holy Spirit 
whom 1 had been fo long grieving, returned with 
greater force than ever. I had no reft day or 
night. I was afraid to go to bed, left the devil 
iliould fetch me away before morning. I was’ 
afraift to ftiut my eyes, left 1 fhould awake in 
hell. I was terrified when afieep ; fometimes’ 
dreaming that many devils were in the room, 
ready to take me away ; fometimes that the world 
was at an end, and 1 was not ready to appear be- 
fore the Judge of quick and dead. At other’ 
times I thought 1 faw the world on fire, and the 
wicked left to burn therein, with myfelf among 
them, and when I awoke, my fenfes wxre almoft 
gone. 

I was often on the point of deftroying myfelf, ^ 
and was ftopped, I know not how. Then did I 
weep bitterly : I moaned like a dove j I chattered 
like a fwallow. But I thought, though my an- 
guifli is very great, it is not like thofe who arc 
lifting up their eyes in torments; Then, for w 
few moments, I felt thankfulnefs to God. But 
ftill the thoughts of death and judgment follow- 
ed me clofe for upwards of two years, till all my 
bodily ftrength was gone'. Returning home one 
day, and fitting down in a chair, my mother 
obferving^ my pale look and low voice, alked, 
« What is the matter with you But I durft 
not tell her : fo 1 turned it off. 

One night, as I was going to bed, I durft not 
fie down without prayer. So falling upon my 
knees I began to confidcr, « What can I pray 
for 1 have neither the will nor the power t(> 
do any good. Then it darted into my mind,. 
« I will not pray ; neither will I be beholden to 
God for mercy.” I arofe from my knees, with- 

B Z out 
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out prayer ; and laid me down j but not in peace. 

I never had fuch a night before. I was as if my 
very body had been in a fire : and 1 had a hell in 
my confcience. I was thoroughly perfuaded, the- 
devil was in the room : and I fully expelled every 
moment, that he would be let loofe upon me. I 
judged myfelf to be one of the worft creatures 
that God ever made. I thought, I had finned be- 
yond the reach of mercy. Yet all this time I kept 
to the church, though I was often afraid to go, 
left the church or the tower ftiould fall upon me. 

In Spring, I was employed by a tanner, to go 
with his carriage, and fetch dried bark. As I 
was returning by myfelf, I was violently tempt- 
ed to blafpheme, yea, and hate God : till at 
length, having a ftick in my hand, I threw it 
towards heaven againft God, with the utmoft en- 
mity. Immediately I faw in the clear element, 
a creature like a Swan, but much larger, part 
black, part brown. It flew at me, and went juft 
over my head. Then it went about forty yards, 
lighted on the ground and ftood rtaring upon me. 
Xihs was in a clear day, about twelve o’clock : 
I ftrove to pray, but could not. At length God 
opened my mouth. I haftened home, praying 
all the way, and earneftly refolving to fin no 
more. But I foon forgot my refolution, and 
multiplied my fins, as the fands on the fea-fhore. 

To complete ail, I enlifted myfelf as a foldier, 
in the Queen’s Regiment of Dragoons. When 
we marched for Glouceftcr, on'‘ Chriftmas-day 
in the morning, 1739, the thoughts of parting 
with all my friends, my*wife, and children, were 
ready to break my heart. My fins likewife came 
all to my remembrance, and my troubles increaied 
night and day. Nevertheiefs, when I came ac- 
quainted with my c\^mrades, I fooi> returned as 

a dog 
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a dog to his vomit. Yet Goa foon renewed my 
good defires, i began to read, and pray, and 
go to church every day. But frequently I was 
fo tempted there, that it was as much as 1 could 
do, to avoid hlafpheming aloud. Satan fuggeft- 
ed, “ Curfe him, curfc him !” perhaps an hun- 
dred times. My heart as often replied, “No! 
No 1 No !” Then he fuggelted, “ Thou haft 
finned againft the Holy Ghoft.” But I ftill cried 
unto God, though the deep waters flowed over 
me, and defpair clofed me in on every fide. 

Soon after v/e marched to camp at Kiiigs-clear 
in Hampftdre. Thence we Removed to winter- 
quarters at Farrington. I was ftill deeply mifer- 
able throu.:^;i fin*, but not conqueror over itv 
That was Itill my language, 

“ Here I repent, and fin again: 

Now I revive, and now am flain !' 

S!ain with the same unhappy dart,' 

Which Oh I too often wounds my heart !’* 

After this I quartered at Higliworth in WilN 
fhire. Among many old books which were here 
I found one, intitled, “ Grace abounding to the 
chief of finners.” I read it with the utmoit at- 
tention, and found his cafe nearly refembled my 
own. Having foon after orders to march for 
Scotland, we marched the firft day to Banbury, 
where 1 found again, in a lk)okfeller’s ftiop, 
“ Grace abounding to the chief of Tinners.” I 
bought it, and thouglit it the heft book 1 ever 
faw ; and again I felt fome hope of mercy. ■ In 
every town where we Hayed, 1 went to church. 
But I did not hear what I wanted, Behold the 
Lamb of God that ^ taketh away the ftn of the 
world / 

Being 
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Being come to Alnwick, fatan defired to have 
me, that he might fift me as w^heat. And the 
hand of the Lord came upon me with fuch 
weight, as made me roar for very anguiih of 
fpirit. I could truly fay, ^he arronvs of the AU 
mighty are nvithin me ; the poifon whereof drinketh 
my fpirits. Many times 1 flopped in the ftreet, 
afraid to go one ftep farther, left I fhould ftep 
into hell. Then I cried unto the Lord and faid, 
i« IV hy hajl thou fet me as a mark ? Let loofe thy 
hand and cut me that 1 fin no more againjl 
theef I faid, L 'tky mercy clean gone for ever 
And muft 1 perifh at the laft I Save, Lord, or 
I perifo /” But there was no anfwer. So all 
hope was cut off. 

1 novv read, and fafted, and went to church, 
and prayed feven times a day. One day as I 
walked by the 'Fweed fide, J cried out aloud, be- 
ing all athirft for God, “ Oh that thou wouldft 
hear my prayer, and let my cry come up before 
thee !” The Lord heard : he fent a gracious an- 
fwer : he lifted me up out of the dungeon. He 
took away all my forrow and fear, and filled my 
foul with peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft. The 
ftream glided fweetly along, and all nature feem- 
ed to rejoice with me. I was truly free \ and 
had I had any to guide me, 1 need never more 
have come into bondage. But 1 was fo ignorant, 
I thought 1 ihouid know war no more. 1 began 
to be at eafe in Sion, and forgot to watch and 
pray, till God laid his hand upon me again. I 
then again went mourning all the day long : till 
one Sunday, as I was going to church, I Hood 
•Hill, like a condemned criminal before his judge 
and faid, “ Lord what am I going to church for. 
I have nothing to bring or offer thee, but fin and 
a deceitful heart.” 1 had no fooner fpoke than 
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my heart melted within me, and I cried earneftly 
to him for mercy, till my ftrength failed me, and 
it w'as with dilficulty 1 could walk out of the 
room. 

The next morning as I was going to water my 
horfe, jull as he entered the river, in a moment I 
felt the love «f God flowing into my foul. In- 
ftaiUly all pain and forrow fled away. No fear 
of hell or the devil was left •, but love to God and 
all mankind now filled my raviflied foul. As 
the people with whom 1 quartered had often the 
bible and other good books in their hands, 1 told 
them what God had done for my foul : but they 
^ifinderflood me not. How^ever I donbted not, 
hut my comrade would rejoice with me, be- 
ing counted a religious man. But 1 was dif- 

appointed, again. His anfwer was, “ Take care; 
for fatal! can transform hirnfelf into an angel of 
light.” Thus finding none who was able to give 
me any inltru<Tion or direction, 1 foon got into 
unprofitable reafonings, which damped my fer- 
vour, fo that in a little time, 1 was again in hea- 
vinefs. 

Soon after I was fent with the camp equipage 
to London. The next day 1 marched for Leith. 
I had fcarce fet out, when God was pleafed to 
reveal hirnfelf in a moft comfortable manner to 
my foul. And my comfort increafed all the 
day, fo that I hardly knew how 1 went. We 
waited for the fhip feven days. During this time 
I was off my watch again : fo that before 'We 
failed, I wa^ weak, and like another man. For 
two days we had pleafant weather : but on the 
third the wdnd fuddenly rofe, attended with furi'- 
ous rain. The feas frequently covered the fhip, 
and in the midft of our diltrefs, broke in the 
main hatches. I was not (as Jonah) ajleep.in the 
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Jides of the Jhip^ but was juft at my wits* end. I 
prayed with many tears, expedting every mo- 
ment the fea to be my grave. . was grieved, 
that I had fo abufed the goodnefs of God, and 
troubled beyond expreflion. lie (form lafted 
two days and two nights : tlien God was pleafed 
to ftill the winds and feas. 

At our arrival in London I was fomewhat re- 
frefhed in fpirit, being truly thankful, that I was 
out of hell. But 1 was foon in the depth of def- 
pair again, afraid of dropping into hell every mo- 
rdent. Soon after 1 went to hear Mr. Cennick, 
(then one of Mr. Whitefield’s Preachers) at Dept- 
ford. Coming back, I told him the diftrefs of 
my foul* He faid, “ The work of the devil is 
upon you,** and rode away ! It was of the tender 
mercies of God, that I did not put an end to my 
life. I cried, O Lord, my puniihment is greater 
than I can bear. 

Yet, I thought, if I muft be damned myfelf, 
1 will do what I can that others may be fared. 
So I began to reprove open fin, whenever I faw 
or heard it, and to warn the ungodly, that if 
they did not repent, they would furely perifh. 
But if I found any that were weary and heavy 
laden, I told them to wait upon the Lord, and 
he would renew their ftrength. Yet I found no 
ftrength myfelf, till reading one day, in what 
manner God manifefted himfeif to Mr. Cennick, 
I cried out “ Lord, if there be any mercy for 
me, reveal it to me !** I was anfwered bv fo 
ftrong an impreftion on my heart, as left me 
without a doubt, I have loved thee with an 
everlafting love.** Immediately my foul melted 
within me, and I was filled with joy unfpeakable. 

Having joined my regiment again, we march- 
ed to Colchefter. Here I found much peace, 
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and communion with God, which humbled me 
to the dult. Our next remove was to Brentford, 
where I had the happinefs of hearing Mr. Charles 
Wefley preach. When the fervice was over I 
had a great defire of fpeaking to him, but knew 
not how to be fo bold. Yet taking courage, I 
ventured to tell him my lituation of mind. He 
gave me much encouragement, and bid me go 
on and not fear, neither be difmayed at any 
temptation. His words funk deep, and were a 
great blefling to me, for feveral years after. 

Soon after we had .an order to march for 
Flanders. This threw me into frefh reafoning. 
The thought of my leaving my country, and the 
dangers enfuing by fea and land, fat heavy upon 
my fpirit. 1 foon loft my peace, nay, and my 
hope too. I knew I had tapd of the good ivord^ 
and of the poivers of the ivorld to come. Yet this 
gave me no comfort. Nay, it aggravated my for- 
row, to think of loofing all that God had done 
for me. But the more I ftruggled, the deeper I 
funk, till I was quite fwallowed up of forrow. 
And though I called upon God, yea, with ftrong 
cries and tears, yet for a long time 1 had no com- 
fortable anfwer. 

For a long time I was fo dejeefed and confufed, 
that I had no heart to keep a regular account of 
any thing. In this ft ate I was, when we em- 
barked for Flanders, in June it>ng 

as we ftayed there. It w^as on February the 
i8th, 1743 ? that w^e began our march from 
Ghent to Germany. WTtn I came to my quar- 
ters, my heart was ready to break, thinking £ 
w'^as upon the very brink of hell. We halted fix 
days, and then marched again. The day follow- 
ing, as foon as I had mounted my horf^, the 
love of God w^as fhed abroad in my heart. I 

knew. 
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knew, God, for Chrlft’s fake, had forgiven aH 
my fms, and felt, where the 'Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty. This 1 enjoyed ahout three 
veeics, but then loft it, by grieving the holy 
Spirit of God. 1 then walked about, much caft 
down, and knew not what to do. But April 22 , 
the Lord fhewcd me, that I did not live as be- 



came the Gofpel of Chrift. I was greatly aihamect 
before God. In the evening as I was walking in 
the fields with an heavy heart, 1 prayed earneftly 
to God, that he would fmite the rock, and 
caufe the waters to flow. He anfwered my 
prayer. My head was as waters, and my eyes 
as a fountain of tears. I wept : I fung. I had 
fuch a fenfe of the love of God, as furpafles all 
-deferiptiOn. Well might Solomon fay. Love h 
Jlrong as death. How 1 faw, I had a right to the 
tree of life : and knew, if 1 -then put off the 
body, I fhottld enter into life eternal. 

Feeling 1 wanted help both from God and 
man, I wrote to Mr. Wefley : who fent me a 
fpeedy anfwer, as follows: 

“ It is a great bleffing whereof God has already 
made you a partaker : but if you continue waiting 
upon him, you fhall fee greater things than thefe* 
This is only the beginning of the kingdom of hea- 
ven which he will fet up in your heart. There 
is yet behind, the fulnefs of the mind that was, 
in Chrift, righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoft. It is but a little thing that men 
fhould be againft you, while you know God is- 
on your fide. If he gives you any companion in 
the narrow way it is w<sU ; and it is well if he 
does not. So much the more will he teach, and 
ftrengthen you by himfelf : he will inftru£l; you 
mthefecretof your heart. And by and by, he 
will raife up, as it were, out of the dult, thofs 
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iBvho fliall fay, “ Come and let us magnify his 
name together.” But by ail means mifs no op- 
portunity. Speak and fpare not ; declare what 
God has done for your foal : regard not worldly 
prudence. Be not afliamed of Chrift, or .of his 
word, or of his work^ or of his fervants. Speak 
the truth in love, even in -the micift of a crooked- 
generation ; and all things fliall work together 
for good, until the work of God is perfedl iia 
your fouJ.” 

We now marched on through a pleafant coun- 
try : and my foul was full of peace. J did fpeak, 
and not fpare, with little interruption. Only at 
•one time, when 1 was fpeaking of the goodnefs 
of God, one of our officers, (and one that was 
accounted a very, religious man !) told me, I 
deferved to be cut in pieces, and to be given to 
the devil.” But I was enabled (blefled be God !) 
;to love, pity, and pray for liim. 

After a loiig and tirefeme march, we arrived 
at Dettingen. Here we lay in camp for fome 
time, very near the French : only the river Mayne 
ran betv/ecn ns. June i6, 1 was ordered out on 
•the Grand Guard with all e?cpedition. When we 
came to the place appointed, 1 faw many of the 
French army marching on the other fide the river, 
k was not long, before 1 heard the report of a 
French cannon. 1 faid, “ Wc fhall have a battle 
to-day but my comrades did not believe me. 
Prefently I heard another, and then a third ; the 
kail came along by us. hlany of the French had- 
crolTed the river, and- many more were in full 
march toward It. We had orders to return with 
all fpeed. The firing increafed very faft : and feve- 
ral were killed or wounded, forne by the cannon 
.balls, fome by the limbs of the trees which the 
kails cut offi Meaiitime marched on one fide 
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of the river ; part of the French army on the 
other. The battle was foon joined with fniall 
arms, as well as cannon, on both fides; It was 
very bloody : thoufands on each fide were fent to 
their long home. 1 had no fooner joined the re- 
giment, than my left-hand man was Ihot dead. 
I cried to God and faid. In thee have I trujled !' 
Let me never be confounded ! My heart was filled 
with love, peace, and joy, more than tongue can' 
exprefs. I was in a new world ! I could truly 
fay. Unto you that believe he is precious, I ftood 
the fire of the enemy feven hours. And when 
the battle was over, I was fent out with a party 
of men to find the baggage waggons, but return- 
ed without fuccefs. In the mean while the army 
was gone and I knew not which way. I went to 
the field where the battle was fought ; but fuch a 
fcene of human mifery, did I never behold ! It 
was enough to melt the moft obdurate heart. I 
knew not now,- which way to take, being afraid 
of falling into the hands of the enemy. But as 
it began to rain hard, I fet out, though not know- 
ing where to go \ till hearing the beat of a drum, 
I went toward it, and foon rejoined the army. 
But I could not find the tent which I belonged 
to, nor perfuade them to take me in, any other. 
So being very wet and much fatigued, 1 wrapt 
me up in my cloak, and lay down and fell afleep; 
And though it ftill rained hard upon me, and the 
water ran under me, I had as fweet a night’s reft 
as ever in my life. 

'We had now to return from Germany to 
Flanders, to take up our winter quarters. In our 
march we were fome time near the river Mayne, 
twenty miles from the field of battle. We faw 
the dead men lie in the river, and on the bank as 
dung for the earth. Many of the French, at- 
tempting 
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tempting to pafs tlie river, after v/e had broken 
down the bridge, were downed, and many calt 
upon the banks, where there was none to bury 
them. 

being in Ohent, I went one Sunday morning, 
to the Engliih Church at the ufual time. But 
neither Minifler nor people came. As I was 
walking in the church, two men belonging to the 
I rain came in, John Evans and Pitman Stag. 
i.)ne of them faid, ihe people are long in 
coming.” 1 faid, « Yet they think, however 
they live, of going to heaven when they die. But 
molt ct them, I fear will be fadly dilappointed.” 
They flared at me, and afked w hat I meant ? I 
told them, <« Nothing unholy can dwTll wdth a 
holy God.” We had a little more talk, and ap- 
pointed to meet in the evening. 1 found John 
Evans a flri£l Phaiiiee, dohig juJUy and loving 
?nercy, but knowing nothing of vualking humbly 
n.uith his God. But the cry of Pitman Stag was, 
God be merciful to me a /inner I We took a room 
without delay, and met every night, to pray and 
read the holy Scriptures. In a little time w^e were 
as fpeckled birds, as men wondered at. But fbme 
began to IHlen under the w indow, and foon after 
defired to meet with us. Our meetings were 
foon fweeter than our food : and I found therein 
fuch an enlargement, of foul, and fuch an iiiv. 
creafe in fpiritual knowledge, that I refolvcd to 
go, come life, come death. 

We had now tw^elve j'oined together, feveral 
of whom had already found peace with God j 
the others w'ere earneftly following after it : and 
it was not long before they attained. Here- 
by new love and zeal w^ere kindled in us all : and 
although fataii affaulted us various ways, yet 
were we enabled to difeern all his wiles, and to 
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withflancl all his power. Several of them arc 
now fafely landed on the blifbful fiiore of a glori- 
ous immortality: where, as a weather-beaten 

bark, worn out with ftorms, may I at lull happily 
arrive, and find the children whom God has been 
gracioully pleafed to give me, through the word of 
his power. 

One night, after cur meeting, I told the people. 
We ihould have the room full, before we le,t the 
city. V/e foon increafed to about twenty mem- 
bers. And love increaftul fo, that fiiame and fear 
vaniihed away. Our fmging was heard afar ofi, 
and we regarded not thole who made no account 
of our labours. Such was the increafe of our 
faith, love and joy in the Holy Gholl, that w-e 
had no barren meetings. Such our love to each 
other, that even the fight of each other, filled 
our hearts wdth divine confolation. And as love 
increafed among us, fo did conviclions among 
others *, and in a little time we had a Society. 
So that now (as 1 had told them before) the room 
was too fmall to hold the people. 

May ij'i744» marched from Ghent, and 
encamped near Bruflels. Our camp lay on the 
fide of a hill ; v/e fet up our Handing on a hill 
juft oppofite. We were eafily heard by the 
foldiers in the camp : who foon began to jiy as a 
cloud, and as doves to the ‘ivbido^ivs. Here 1 ga- 
thered together my fcattered ftieep and lambs. 
They, were the joy of my heart, and I truft to find 
them again, among that great multitude that no 
man can fitnnber. Oh wdiat a work did God put 
into my hands ! And who is fufiicient for thefe 
things But God had given' me fuch faith, that 
had i continued ftedfaft in the grace of God, 
neither things prefent, nor things to come, nor 
any creature, could have hindered my growing 
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in tlie knowledge of Jefus Chrlffc, unto my dying 
hour. 

I took great delight "in the eleventh chapter to 
the Hebrews. I read it over and over, and prayed 
much for faith. This was lirif in the day, and 
laft at night in my mind : and f hail no more 
doubt of the promifes contained therein, than if 
God had called to me from heaven, and faidi, 
“ This is my word, and it fhall ftind for erx'r,'’ 
When 1 began preaching, I did not underhand 
one text in the Bible, fo as to fpeak from it in 
(wliat is called) a regular manner, yet 1 never 
wanted either matter or words. So hath God in 
all ages, chofefi the nveuk things of the -ivorldj to 
confound the things that are mighty. 1 ufually had 
a thoufand hearers, officers, common foldicrs 
and others. Was there ever fo great a work be- 
forej, in fo abandoned an army ! J>ut we can only 
fay, There is nothing too hard for God ! He 
worketh what, and by w'hom he pleafeth. 

I was now put to a (land. 1 had fo much duty 
to do, the Society to take care of, and to preach 
four or five times a day, that it was more than 1 
could well perform. But God foon took care for 
this alfo. 1 looked for no favour from man : I 
wanted nothing from man: I feared nothing: 

God fo incrcafcd my love and zeal. Light and 
heat filled my foul, and it was my meat and drink 
to do the w ill of my heavenly Father. I cried 
earneftly to him, to clear my w^ay, and remove 
all hinderances. Glory be to his name, he did 
fo : for two years after this time, I was entirely 
at my liberty. I found means of hiring others to 
do my duty, which proved an unfpeakable advan- 
tage. TTe work was great before ; but we foon 
found a greater increafe cf it than ever. If Chrifli- 
anity confiifs in love and obedience to God, and 
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love to all men, friends and enemies, we had no vr 
got a chriftian Society : we had the good land in 
pofTeflioii. But this was not enough : flill there 
was as earnelt a cry in our fouls, for all the mind 
which was in Chrill, as there was in David, for 
the ^vater cf the nvell of Bethlehem. 

Our general method was, as foon as wx were 
fettled in any camp, to build a Tabernacle, con- 
taining two, three, or four rooms, as we faw con- 
venient. One day three olBcers came to fee our 
chapel, as they called it. They alked many 
queftions : one in particular alked me, what I 
preached ? I anfw’ered, 1 preach againft fwearing, 
whoring, and drunkennefs, and exhort men ta 
repent of all their fins, that they may not perilh.” 
He began fwearing horribly, and faid, if it was 
in his power, he w'ould have me whipt to death. 
1 told him, “ Sir, you have a cammifllon over 
men : but I have a com million from God, to tell 
you, you mull either repent of your fins, or 
perilh everlaftingly.” He went away, and I went 
on, being never better than when I was preach- 
ing or at prayer. For the Lord gave fuch a 
blelling to his word, that I thought every dif- 
courfe loft, under which no one was either con- 
vinced or converted to God. 

We had now three hundred in the Society, and 
fix preachers, befides myfelf. It was therefore 
no w'onder, that many of the officers and chap- 
lains endeavoured to ftop the work. But it was 
altogether loft labour : he that fitteth in heaven 
laughed them to fcorn. And I doybt not, but he 
would have given me ftrength to have fuffered 
death, rather than have given them up. 

It was reported by many, that I was utterly 
diftracled. Others endeavoured to incenfe the 
Fidd-Marllial againft n\e. I. was examined fe- 
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veral times ; but, blefled be God, he Jlood hy 
me^ an».l encouraged me to go on, to /peak Tmd not 
hold my peace ; neither did he fuffer any man tofel 
upon me to ^hurt me. And fo great was my love 
and joy in believing, that it carried me above all 
thofe things, which would otherwife have been 
grievous to flefti and blood, fo that all was pleafant 
to me : 

The winter’s night, and fummti’s day, 

Fled imperceptibly away.” 

1 frequently walked between twenty and thirty 
miles a day *, and preached five and thirty times, 
in the fpace of feven days. So great was my 
love to God, and to the fouls, which he hath pur- 
chafed wnth his own blood. Many times 1 have 
forgotten to take any refrefliment for ten hours 
tOiiether. I had at this itme three armies ajjainll 
me; the French army, the wicked Englilh army ; 
and an army of Devils. But I feared them not; for 
my life was hid n.vith Chrift in God. He fupported 
me through all : and 1 trull, will be my God and 
my guide even unto death. 

While the work of God thus flouriflied amon'x 
the Englilh, he vifited alfo the Hanoverian army. 
A few of them began to meet together : and their 
number daily increafed. But they were quickly 
ordered to meet no more. They were very iin^ 
willing to defill. But fonie of them being fe- 
verely punilhed, the reft did not dare to difobey. 
It is clear, the devil and the world will fuller any 
man, to be any thing but a real Chriilian ! 

My prefent comrade was an (jxtremely wicked 
man. He came honrie one day, curling and fw'ear- 
ing, that he had loll his money ; he fearched for 
it, and after fome time found it. He threw it on 
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the table and faid, “ There is my ducat : but no 
thanks to God, any more than to the devil.” I 
wrote down the words, and complained to our 
commanding officer. After a few days he was 
tried by a court-martial. The officer alked, what 
I had to fay againft him ? I gave him the words 
in writing. When he read them, he a£ked me,^ 
if I. was not affiamed to take account of fuch mat- 
ters as this ? T anfwered, “ No Sir : if I had 
heard fuch words fpoken againft his majefty king 
George, would not you have counted me a villain 
if 1 had concealed them ?” His mouth was ftop- 
ped, and the man cried for pardon ? The captain 
told him, he was worthy of death, by the law of 
God and man : and alked me, “ What I defired 
to have done I anfwered, 1 defired only to be 
parted from him, and 1 hoped he would repent.. 
Orders were given that we ffiould be parted. This 
alfo was matter of great thankfulnef§. 

From camp we removed to our v/in ter- quarters 
at Bruges. Here we had a lively Society ; but 
our Preaching.room was, far too fmall, to contaia* 
the congregation. There was a very fpacious 
place appointed for the public worffiip of our 
army, commonly called the Englifli church. 
General Sinclair was now our commanding 
officer. I went to his houfe, and begged leave to 
fpeak to him. He told me, if I had bufmefs 
with him, I ffiould have fent my captain, and not 
come to him rnyfelf. 1 told him, lhad the liberty 
of fpeaking to the Duke of Cumberland. He 
then affied me, what I wanted ^ I faid, “ PJeafe 
your hqnour, .1 come to beg a great favour ; that 
i may have the ufe of the Engliffi church to pray 
in, and exhort my comrades to flee from the 
v/rath to come.” He was very angry, and told 
me, 1 ffiould not preach, or pray any where but 
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in the barracks.” He afked, “ But how came 
you to preach.” I faid, “ The Spirit of God 
conftrains me to call my fellow finners to repent- 
ance.” He faid, “ Then you muft reftrain that 
fpirit.” I told him, “ 1 would die firft.” He 
faid, You are in my hand,” and turned aw'ay 
in a great rage. 

I cried to the Lord for more Faith that I might 
never deny him, whatfover I was called to fufFer ; 
but might own him before men and devils : and 
very foon after, God removed this hinderance out 
of the way : General Sinclair was removed from 
Bruges, and General Ponfonby took his place. I 
went to his houfe, and was without difficulty ad- 
mitted to his prefence. Upon his afking, what I 
wanted, I faid, “ I come to beg your honour 
will grant us the ufe of the Engliffi church, that 
we may meet together and worfhip God.” He 
afked, “ What religion are you of ?” I anfwer- 
ed, “ Of the church of England.” Then, faid 
he, “ You fhall have it.” I went to the Clerk 
for the keys *, but he faid, “ The Chaplains for- 
bade it, and I fhould not have them.” The Ge- 
neral then gave me an order under his hand. 
So they were delivered. 1 fixed up Advertife- 
ments in feveral parts of the town, “ Preaching 
every day at two o’clock, in the Englifh church.” 
And we had every day a numerous congregation, 
both of foldiers and townsfolk. 

We had fome good fingers among us, and one, 
• in particular, who was a mafter of mufic. It 
pleafed God to make this one great means of 
drawing many to hear his word. One Sunday, 
the Clerk gave us out a pfalm. It was fung in a 
hymn tune *, and fung fo w'ell, that the Officers 
and their wives were quite delighted with it. 
The Society then agreed, to go all together to 
church every Sunday. On the next Sunday we 
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began. And when the clerk gave out the fir ft 
line of the pfalm, one of us fet the tune, and the 
reft followed him. It was a refemblance of 
heaven upon earth. Such a company of chriftian 
foldiers finging together, with the fpirit and the 
underftanding alfo, gave fuch life to the ordi- 
nance, that none but the moil vicious and aban- 
doned, could remain entirely unaffedled. -- , 

The fpring following, we took the field again : 
and on May 1 1 , I7^5> we had a full trial of our 
faith, at Fontenoy. Some days before, one of 
our brethren ftanding at his tent door, broke out t 

into raptures of joy, knowing his departure was | 

at hand ; and when he went into the battle de- 
dared, “ I am going to reft in the bofom of 
Jefus.” Indeed this day God was pleafed to 
prove our little flock, and to (hew th'em his ^ 

mighty power. They (hewed fuch courage and " 

boldnefs in the fight, as made the Officers, as 
well as foldiers amazed. When wounded, fome | 

cried out, “ I am going to my beloved.” Others, 1 ^ 

Come Lord Jefus, come quickly.” And many 4 

that were not wounded earneftly defired to be dif- ^ 

foived and to be nuith Chrift, When W. Clements 1 

had his arm broke by a mufket ball, they would ^ 
have carried him out of the battle. But he faid,^ 

“ No : I have an arm left to hold my fword : I i 

will not go yet.” When a fecond fhot broke his 
other arm he faid, “ I am as happy as I can be- 
out of paradife.” John Evans having both iTts 
legs taken off by a cannon ball, was laid acrofs 
a cannon to die : where, as long as he could 
fpeak, he was praifing God and bleffing him with 
joyful lips. 

For my own part, I flood the hotteft fire of 
the enemy, for above feven hours. But 1 told 
my comrades, « The French have no ball made, 

that 
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that will kill me this day.” After about fevcn 
hours, a cannon ball killed my horfe under me. 
An Officer cried out aloud, “ Haime, where is 
' your God now ?” I anfwered, “ Sir, he is here 
with me j and he will bring me out of this 
battle.” Prefently a cannon ball took off his 
head. My horfe fell upon me, and fome cried 
out, “ Haime is gone !” But 1 replied, “ Jieis 
not gone yet.” I foon difengaged myfelf, and 
walked on praifing God. I was expofed both to 
the enemy and to our own horfe j but that did 
not difcourage me at all : for I knew the God of 
Jacob was with me. I had a long way to go 
through all our horfe, the balls, flying on every 
fide. And all the way, multitudes lay bleeding, 
groaning, dying, or jull dead. Surely 1 was as 
in the fiery furnace ; but it did not finge a hair 
of my head. The hotter the battle grew, the 
more ftrength was given me. I was as full of 
joy as I coiild contain. As I was quitting the 
field, I met one of our brethren, with a little 
dilh in his hand feeking water. I did not know 
him at firft, being covered with blood. He 
fmiled and faid, “ Brother Haime, I have got a 
fore wound.” I alked, “ Have you got Chrift 
in your heart !” He faid, “"'I have ; and I have 
had him all this day.” 1 have feen many good 
and glorious days, with much of the power of 
God. But I never faw more of it than this d;iy. 
Glory be to God for all his mercies ! Among 
the dead, there was great plenty of watches, and 
of gold and filver. One aiked me, will not you 
get fomething ? I anfwered, ” No, I have got 
Chrift. I will have no plunder.” 

But the greateft lofs I fuftained was that of my 
fellow-labourers. William Clements was fent to 
the hofpital. John Evans, brother Bilhop and 
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Greenwooil, wepe killed in the battle. Two 
others, who ufed to fpeak boldly, fell into Anti- 
nominanTm. So I was left alone : hut I was 
perluaded, this alfo was for my good. And feeing 
iniquity to much abound, and the love of many 
waxing cold, it added wings to my devotion. 

And my faitli grew daily, as a tree planted by tlie 
water fide. 

One of thofe Antinomian Preachers profefTed 
'to be always happy, but was frequently drunk 
twice a day. One Sunday, when I was five or 
fix miles off, he took an opportunity of venting 
his devilifh opinions. One hailed after me, and 
begged me to return. I did fo *, but the mifehief ^ 

was done. He had convinced many, that we ? 

have nothing to do with the law, either before or « 

after our converfion. When I came in, tlie 1 

the people looked greatly con f ufed ; I perceived, I 

there was a great rent in the Society, and after 1 

preaching and prayer laid, « ’^ou that are for the 1 

old do61rine, which you have heard from the be* | 

ginning, follow me.” Out of the three hundred | 

1 loll about fifty : but the Lord foon gave me fifty 
more. The two Antinomians fet up for them- I 

felves, until lying, drunkennefs, and many other 
fins deilroyed both Preachers and people, all but a 
few that came back to their brethren. 

We had no Sacrament adminiflered in the 
army, for a long feafon. I was greatly troubled, 
and complained aloud in the open camp of the ne- 
gle(fl. The Chaplains were exceedingly difpleafed. 

But the Duke of Cumberland hearing of it, or- 
dered that it fiiould be adminillered every Lord’s 
Day, .to one regiment, or the other. 

The Duke hearing many complaints of me, 
enquired vho I was ? If I did my duty ? If I 
would fight ? And if I prayed for a bldfing on 
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the King and his arn-'s ? They told his Royal 
Highiiels, I did all tliis, as well as any man in 
the regiment. He alked, “ Then what have you 
to lay aguinll him.” They laid, “ Wliy, he 
prays and preaches fo much, that there is no relt 
for him.” Afterwards the Duke talked with me 
hiinfelf, and aiked me many queftions. He 
feemed fo w’cll fatisfied with my anfwers, that he 
bade me, “ Go on :” and gave out a general or- 
der, that I might preach any where, and no man 
fliould moled me. 

1 was pleaching one day, when the Duke, un- 
known! to me, came to hear me. I, tliat day, 
dcfired the loldiers, never to come there, or to 
any place of public w'orQnp, fo as to negleiSi: any 
duty. 1 exhorted them to be ready at all calls, 
and to obey thole who had the rule over them : 
and if called out to battle, to hand fad, yea, .if 
needful, fight up to -the knees in blood. 1 faid, 
“ You fight for a good caufe, and for a good King, 
and in detence of your country. And this is no 
ways contrary to the tendered confcience, as 
many of you found at the battle of Fontenoy : 
when both you and I did our duty, and yet w^ere 
all the time filled with love, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghod.” 

1 had now for fome years endeavoured to keep 
a confcience void of offence, toward God and to- 
ward man : and for near three years 1 had knowm 
tliat God for Chrid’s fake had forgiven all my fins. 
1 had enjoyed the full affurance of faith, w Inch 
made me n joice in all conditions : wet and weary, 
cold and hungry, 1 was happy ; finding a daily 
increafe in faith and love. 1 had condant con.- 
munion withthc Father and theSon. Itw’asmyde- 
light to do his bkfled w ill, to do good to them that 
liatcd me, and to call all finncrs,to ht'hold the Lamh 
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of Gody which taketh away the fin of the world. 
But Oh ! how did the mighty fall and the weapons 
of 'war perifh I April 6, 1746, I Was ofF my 
watch, and fell by a grievous temptation. It came 
as quick as lightning : I knew not, if I was in my 
fenfes, but 1 fell, and the Spirit of God jlcparted 
from me. It was a great mercy, that I did not 
fall into hell 1 BlefTed be God for that word. If 
any man fviy we have an Advocate with the Father y 
Jefus Chrift the righteous. But it was twenty 
years before 1 found him to be an Advocate for me 
with the Father again. 

My fall was both gradual and inflantaneous. I 
firll grew negligent in watching and prayer, and 
in reading the Scriptures. I then indulged my- 
felf more and more, laying out upon my own 
appetite, what I before gave to my poor brethren. 

, I next began to indulge the lull of the eyes, to 

I lock at, and covet pleafing things, till by little and 

j little I became ILorn of my ftrength, having left 

I my former love. For many years 1 had fcrupled 

I buying or felling the leaft thing on the Lord’s- 

i Day. The fixth of April was on a Sunday That 

day I was fent to Antwerp for forage : feveral of 
my comrades defired me to buy them fome things, 
which accordingly 1 did. 1 had an inward check, 
but I Qver-rulcd it, and quickly after, became a 
: ptcy to the enemy. Inftantly my condemnation 

was fo great, that I was on the point of deftroy- 
I ing myfelf: God reilrained me from this, but 

I fatan v/as let loofe, and followed me by day and 
by night. The agony of my mind weighed down 
my body, and threw me into ^ bloody flux. - I 
was carried to an hofpital, juil dropping into hell. 
But the Lord upheld me with an unfeen hand, 
quivering over the great gulph. 
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Before my fall, my fight was fo flrong, that I 
could look ftedfaftly on the fun at noon-day. 
But after it, I could not look a man in the face, nor 
bear to be in any company. Indeed I thought 
myfelf far more fit for the fociety of devils than 
of men ; every thing was a burden to me, and 
grievous to be borne. The roads, the hedges, 
the trees, every thing feemcd curfed of God. 
Nature appeared void of God, and in the pofTefi- 
fion of the devil. The fowls of the air, and the 
beafts of the field, all appeared in a league againft 
me. 1 had not one ray of hope, but a fearful 
looking for of fiery indignation. Very frequently 
Judas was reprefented to me, as hanging juft be- 
fore me. Had I been cut with knives from head 
to foot, I could not have been more fore in my 
ficfh, than I was in my fpirit. How true is it, 
the /pint rf a man may fiijlam his injinnities : but a 
Hiotindcd fpirit ‘ivho can bear F 

I clearly favv^the unfliaken faith, the peace, joy 
and love which 1 had caft aw’ay, and felt the re- 
turn of pride, anger, felf-will, and every other 
devilifii temper. And 1 knew by melancholy ex- 
perience, that my laft ftate was worfe than the 
firft. I was one day drawn out into the woods, 
lamenting my forlorn ftate : and on a fudden I 
began* to weep bitterly. From weeping, I fell 
to howling like a wild beaft, fo that the woods re- 
founded. Yet could I fay, notwithftanding my bit- 
ter cry, Myftrohe is heavier than my groaning. Ne- 
verthelefs, 1 could not fay, “ Lord have mgrey up- 
on me,’’ if I could have purchafed heaven thereby. 

So great was the difpleafure of God againft 
me, that he in great meafure took away the fight 
of my eyes, i could not fee the fun for more 
than eight months : even in the cleareft fummer- 
day, it always appeared to me like a mafs of 
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blood : the fame time I loft the ufe of my 

knees. I cannot defcribe what I felt. ' I could 
truly fay, ^hou hajl fent Jire into niy bones, 1 was 
often as hot as if 1 was burning to death : many 
times I looked, to fee if my clothes were not on 
fire. I have gone into a river to cool myelf : but 
it was all the— fame. For what could quench the ^ 
wrath of his indignation, that was let loofe up- ' 
on me ? At other times, in the midft of fum- 
mer, 1 have been fo cold, that I knew not how 
to bear it. All the cloathes i could put on had 
no effect, but my flefh fhivered, and my very / 
bones quaked. God grant. Reader, that thou 
and I may never feel how hot or cold it is in 
hell ! 

I was afraid to pray ; for I thought ahe die was 
caft, and my damnation fealed. So 1 thought, 
it availed ;not^ if all the faints upon earth, and T 
all the angels in heaven fhould intercede for me. 4 
I was angry .at God, angry at myfclf, and angry | 
at the devil. 1 thought I was poilefl'ed with more 
devils than Mary Magdalen. I cannot remem- 'h 
ber, that I had one comfortable hope, for feven 
years together. Only while f was preaching to 
others, my diftrefs was a little abated. But fome 
.may enquire. What could move me to preach, 
while I w'as in fuch a forlorn condition ? They 
muft alk of God, for I cannot tell : his ways 
herein are paft my finding out. 

In all my trials, 1 have, by the grace of God, ^ 
invariably kept to one point, preaching repentance 
ton.uards Gody and faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift : 
teftifying that by grace ye are faved through faith : 
that now is the day of falvation \ and that this 
falvation is for all ; that Chrift tafted death for 
every one. I always teftified, that without holinefs 
jis man JJjould fee the Lord ; and that if any, though 

ever 
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ever fo holy, (Imvu hachy they will perlfh evcr- 
laftingly. I continually expeclccl, this would be 
my lot : yet after fome years, I attempted again 
to pray. With this, fatan was not well pleafed j 
for one day as I v/as walking alone, and faintly 
crying for mercy, fuddenly fuch a hot blall of 
brimitone flafiied in my face,, as almofl took away 
my breath. And prefently after, as 1 walked 
along, an invifible power (truck up my heels, and 
tlirew me violently upon my face. 

V/hen we came back to Holland, I had now 
and then' a fpark. of hope. One Sunday I went 
to church,, whero the Lord’s Supper was to be 
adminifteredV I had a great defire to partake of 
it. liufe the enemy came in like a flood to hinder 
me, ponring in temptations of every kind. I re- 
filled him with my might, till through the agony 
of my mind, the blood gufhed out at my mouth 
and nofe. However, I was enabled to conquer, 
and to partake of the blelTed elements. So 1 ftill 
waited on God in the way of his judgments, and 
he led me in a way I had not known. 

Whatever my inward diftrefs was, I always 
■endeavoured to appear free among the people. 
And it pleafed God to make me fruitful in the land 
of my afflidtion. He gave me favour in their 
fight ; and many children were born unto the 
Lord. Indeed, 1 could fpeak but very little Dutch, 
with regard to common things : but when we 
came to talk of the things of God, 1 could fpeak 
a great deal. And after I had been at prayer, 
many have told me they could underfland almoft 
every word I faid. But what was this to me ? I 
was miferable ftill, having no comfortable fenfe 
of the prefence and favour of God. 

1 had heard of an old experienced Chriftiaii 
at Rotterdam. 1 went to fee him, and found 

D 2 hin> 



EXPERIENCE OF 



2S 



him ill an upper-room, furnifhed like that which 
the Shunamite prepared for Eliflia. He looked 
at me, but did not fpeak one word. However I 
told him a little of my experience. He looked 
carneftly at me, and foon began to fpeak, and tell 
me all his heart. He faid, he had lived for feveral 
years, in the favour and love of God, when, 
thinking himfelf ftronger than he was, fatan got ' ‘ 
an advange over him. The fpirit departed from 
him ; his ftrength was gone, and he knew not 
where to fly for refuge. For ten years, fin held 
him in its iron-bondage, and in exprelTible anguilh 
and Uefpair. But one day, as he was making his 
complaint to God, on a fudden light broke in : 
forrow fled away, and his foul was like the 
chariots of Aminadab. The change was fo 
great, that he was utterly loft in wonder, love 
and praife. He knew, God had created a clean 
heacLy and renewed a right fpirit within him. And 
he had now lived thirty years, without one 
doubt of what God had wrought. This gave 
me a confiderable fatisfatHon ; but it lalted only 
a fhort time. 

When we were going for winter-quarters, into a 
town in Holland, 1 w'as fent thither before our 
troop. A Gentleman fent for me, and alked, 

“ If I knew John Haime ?” I faid, “ I am the 
man.” He faid, A Gentlewoman in the towm 
wants to fpeak with you.” 1 went to her houfe 
and ftie bade me welcome. After a little conver- 
fation ftie alkqd me, « Do you believe that Chrift \ 
died for all the world ?” Upon my anfwering, 

“ I do ftie replied, “ I do not believe one word 
of it. But as you know, he died for yotty and I 
know he died for me^ we will only talk of his 
love to poor Tinners.” We were foon as well ac- 
quainted, as if we had lived together many years, 
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and her houfe became my home. I afked, how 
many (he had in family ? She faid, feven befid^ 
herfelf. I afked, “ What is to become of all thcfe, 
that you are fo eafy about them ?” She faid, 
« The Lord will call them in his due time, if they 
belong to him.” 1 afked, “ Shall we pray for 
them ?” She faid, yes : fo I began that evening. 
In a few days, the fervant-maid was cut to the 
heart ; next one of her fons was convinced of 
fin, and foon after converted to God. And be- 
fore we left town, the whole family were athirfl 
for falvation. When the time of our marching 
drew near, fhe was in great trouble. But there was 
no help : fo w'^e took our leave of each other, to 
meet no more till the morning of the refurre6fion. 

At another time 1 was quartered at Meerkirk, 
in Holland, at a young woman’s, whole father 
and mother w^ere lately dead. She had m^ny 
cattle, fome of which died daily of the diftem- 
per ; but Ihe never murmured. 1 never before 
met with a woman, that was fo ready in the 
Scriptures ; I could not mention any text, but 
ilie would readily tell the meaning of it. So 
that it was no wonder, flie was thought by others, 
as V ell as by herfelf, to be a prime Chriftian. I 
was almofl of the fame mind at fir ft : but when 
1 had narrowly obferved her, I w^as thoroughly 
convinced, ftie was deceived, and j'udged it my 
duty to undeceive her. I told her, “ You are 
not born of God, you have no living faith.” She 
heard me with much compofure of mind ; but 
flie did not believe me. i continued for three 
weeks preffing it upon her, at all opportunities. 
And one evening, the Lord made a few words 
which i fpoke, (harper than a two-edged fword. 
Conviction fo faftened upon her heart, that flie 
was foon obliged to take her bed. She lay about 
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feven days in deep diflrefs. She had then a com- 
fortable hope : and this ftrengthened her body for 
a few days. But then her convictions returned 
fo heavy, that flie was obliged to take her bed 
again, in great agony of mind. The town’s 
people were alarmed, and ran in crouds, to en- 
quire, what was the matter ? « What could 
diltfels her^ who had enough of this world’s 
wealth, and was fo good a woman ?” But they 
gave her no fatisfacHon. As foon as they were 
gone, ihe immediately called for me, and cried 
out. “ Oh John ! I (hall go to hell : the devil 
will carry me away.” I faid, “ No ! You (hall 
not go to hell ' The Lord died for poor fmners.” 
She lay in this diftrefs about ten days, and was 
brought to the gates of death. But the good 
Samaritan then pafled by, poured wine and oil 
into her wounds, and healed both foul and body : 
fo that (he broke out, Jehovah is my Jirength and 
my fong. He is falvation. Come all that jear 
the Lordy and I nvill tell you what he hath done for 
my foul. 

I now thought, it would be a blefling both to 
herfelf and her neighbours, if Ihe would pray 
with them. She agreed fo to do. I commonly 
prayed firft, and (he afterwards. Sometimes 
5he prayed half an hour together ; and often with 
fuch demonftration of the Spirit, as well as fuch 
underftanding, that the whole houfe feemed full 
of the prefence of the Lord. At other times Ihe 
wept like a chi’d, and faid, « Lord what is this 
that thou haft done I Thou haft fent a man 
from another nation, as an inftrumenc of faving 
me from ruin ! I was rich before, and increafed 
in goods, and knew not that 1 was blind and 
naked.” Many of her friends and neigh- 
bours were concerned for her : but not fo much 
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as {he was concerned for them, as well knowing 
^ they were feeking death in the error of their life. 

This' (he declared to them without referve ; and 
^ the publifhing this ftrange do£lrine, fpread our 

t names far and near, not only through the town, 

^ but through the adjacent country. This brought 

many from diftant towns to fee her, who ufually 
returned, blefiing God for the confolation. Some 
J came upwards of twenty miles in a morning. 

^ After breakfaft, I ufed to pray firft : and fhe went 

I on. Many of our vifitahts were much affedted 

I and wept bitterly. And the impreffion did not 

II foon wear off. By this means w'e became much 

i acquainted with many of the Chriftians in Hol- 

\ land. They were a free loving people. So we 

[ found them : and fo did many of the Method! ft 

i foldiers : for they gave them houfe-room and 

I firing freely. And is not the promife of our 

I Lord fure ? JVhoJoever Jhall give unto one of thefe 

' a cup of cold vuater onlyy in the tiame of a difciplcy 

fall in no luife lofe his revuard. 

All this time I was ftill buffeted with fore temp- 
tations. 1 thought that I was woffe than Cain : 
that I had crucified the ^on of God afrefhy afid put 
him to an open Jhame. In rough weather, it was 
often fuggefted to me, “ This is on your ac- 
count ! See, the earth is curfed for your fake ; 
and it will be no better till you are in hell.” I 
expected, foon to be a prey for devils, as I was 
driven from all the happinefs I once enjoyed. 
Frequently the trouble of my mind made me fo 
weak in body, that it was with the greateft diffi- 
culty I performed my exercife. The Lord had 
indeed given me a trembling hearty and failing of 
eyeSy and forrevu of mind. And my lift did hang 
in doubt before mey and I feared day and nighty hav~ 
ing no ajfurance of my life. Often did I wifh, I 
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never been converted *, often tliat I had 
never been born. Sometimes I could not bear 
the fight of a good man ivithout pain ; much 
lefs be in his company. Yet I preached every 
day, and endeavoured to appear open and free to 
my brethren. 1 encouraged them that vi'ere 
tempted, “ Not to fear *, the Ijord would foon 
appear for himfelf.” Meantime 1 continued to 
thunder out the terrors of the law againlt the un- 
godly : although fome faid, I was too pofitive. 
Too pofitive ! What ? In declaring the pro- 
mifes and threatenings of God ? Nay, if I can- 
not be fure of thefe, I will fay to the Bible, as 
the devil did to our Lord, What havs 1 to do 
•Lvith thee ? 

At one time, I cannot remember that I had 
any particular temptation for fome weeks. Now, 
I thought, God had forfaken me, and the devil 
had no need to trouble himfelf about me. He 
then fet the cafe of Francis Spira before me, fo 
that 1 funk into black defpair. Every thing feem- 
ed to make againlt me. I could not open the 
Bible any where but it condemned me. I was 
much diflrefl'ed with dreams and vifions of the’ 
night. I dreamed one night, that I was in hell ; 
another, that 1 w’as on Mount Etna, that on a 
fudden, it fliook and trembled exceedingly : and 
that at laft, it fplit afunder in feveral places, and 
funk into the burning lake, all but that little fpot 
on which 1 flood. Oh how thankful was I for 
my prefervation ! And this continued for a 
while, even after I awoke : but then it fled away, 
as a dream. 

I was often violently tempted to curfe, and 
fwear, and blafpheme, before and after, and even 
while I was preaching. Sometimes when I was 
in the midll of the congregation, I could hardly 
refrain fron\ laughing aloud, yea, from uttering 
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all kind of ribaldry and filthy converfation. I 
thought, there was none that loved me now, 
none that had any concern for my foul, but that 
God had taken away from every body, the alFecli- 
on, which they oAce'had. 1 cried out, I have 
finned ! IV hat JJjall I do unto thee-, O thou Preferver 
of men ? Why haji thou fet me as a mark n^ainjl 
thee ^ Jo that 1 am a burthen to myfelf? I faid, / 
am the man that hath feen afliciionj by the red of 
his nurath. Frequently as 1 was going to preach, 
the devil has fet upon me as a lion, telling me, lie 
would have me juft then, fo that it has thrown 
me into a cold fweat. In this agony I have often 
catched hold of the Bible and read. If any man 
fifty nve have an Advocate vuith the Fat her y Jeftis 
Chrift the righteous, 1 have faid to the enemy, 
This is the word of God, and thou canft not 
deny it.” Hereat he would be like a man that 
llirunk back from the thruft of a fword. But he 
would be at me again. I again met him in the fame 
way, till at laft, (bleffed be God !) he fled from 
me. ,And even in the midft of his ftiarpeft 
aflTaults, God gave me juft ftrength enough to bear 
them. He fulfilled his word. My grace is fujfct- 
ent for thee : my ftrength is made perfect in thy 
iveaknefs. When he has ftrongly fuggefted, juft 
as I was going to preach, I will have thee at 
laft,” I have anfwered (fometimes with too much 
anger) “ I will have another out of thy hand 
firft.” And many, while I was myfelf in the 
deep, were truly convinced and converged to 
God. X' 

When I returned to England, and was dif- 
charged from the Army, I went to Mr. Wefley, 
and afked, if he would permit me to labour with 
him, as a travelling Preacher ? He was willing : 
fo I immediately went into a Circuit. But this 

was 
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was far from that inexpreffible burden of foul, 
under which I {till laboured. Hence it was, 
that 1 could neither be fatisfied with preaching, 
nor without ; and tlrat wherever 1 went I was 
not able to ftay long in one place ; but was con- 
tinually wandering to and fro> feeking reft, but 
finding none. On this account many thought 
me very unilable, and looked very coldly upon 
me, as they were wholly unacquainted with the 
exercifes of foul, which I laboured under. f 
thought if David or Peter had been living, they 
would have pitied me. But many of my friends 
had not even tailed of that bread or water of 
atfli£lion, which had been my meat and drink 
for many years. May they walk fo humbly 
and clofely with God, that they may never 
tafte it ! 

After I had continued fome time as a travel- 
ling Preacher, Mr. Wefley took me to travel with 
him. He knew I was fallen from my Ibedfalt- 
nefs ; but he knew likewife how to bear with me.^ 
And when I was abfeiit, he comforted me by his 
letters, which were a means, under God, of 
faving me from utter defpair. One of them was 
-as follows i- 

London, June 2i, 1748- 
“ My dear Brother, 

‘‘ Think it not ftrange, concerning the fiery 
trial, which God hath feen good to try you with. 
Indeed the ch^llifement, for die preient, is not 
joyous, but grievous *, neverthelefs it will by and 
by, bring forth the peaceable fruits of righteouf- 
nefs. It is good for you to be in the fiery fur- 
nace ; diough the flelh be weary to bear it, you 
fhall be purified therein, but not confumed. 

For 
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For tliere -is one with you, whofe form is as the 
Son of God. Oh look up I Take knowledge of 
him who fpreads underneath you his evcrlalling 
arms I Lean upmi him with the whole weight of 
your foul ; he is yours ; lay hold upon him ! 

Awa)’*let grief, and llghing fier, 

Jefus hath died for thee, for thee. 

Mercy and peace fliall not forfake you. 
Through every threatning cloud look up ; and 
wait for happy days.” 

In this miferable condition, I went to Shaftf- 
bury to fee my friends, and fpent feveral days. 
When one and another came and alked me, what 
news ? I told them, “ Good news; Chriil died 
to fave finners.” But it feemed to them as an 
idle tale ; they cared for nme of thefe things. One 
day being half afleep, I was, as it were, thunder 
llruck, with an inward voice, faying, “ What 
doll thou here 1 cried to the I^ord for mercy, 
and gave notice, that on the Sunday following, 1 
would preach in a place at the end of the town, 
were four ways met. The town and villages 
round were foon alarmed, and at the time ap- 
pointed, I believe there were three or four thou- 
land people. My inward trouble feemed fufpend- 
ed. 1 got upon a wall about feven feet high, 
and began with prayer. I then gave out my text. 
Behold the day cometh that Jljall burn as an oven ; 
and all the proud ^ yea^ and all that do wicked ly_^ 
JJjall be ftubble ; and the day that cometh JJjall burn 
them upi faith the Lord of hoftSy that it JJjall 
leave them neither root nor branchy Mai. iv. i. 
Surely I preached that fermon, with the power 
of the Holy Ghoft fent down from heaven. 
Twelve,, if not fourteen, were then convinced of 
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fin, fome of whom are, I truft, long ago, fafely 
lodged in Abraham’s bofom. In a few weeks, 
fifty perfons were joined together in Society. I 
now preached in a large room feveral times a 
week. But the people were eager to build a 
houfe, and appointed a time of meeting, to confi- 
der of the means : but on the fame day, I was taken 
up and put into prifon, two men having fworn 
flatly againft me that I had made a riot. After I 
had been in prifon a night and part of a day, I was 
taken to a public houfe. It was foon full of 
people : I immediately began preaching to them : 
and the lions quickly became lambs. A meflen- 
ger then came in, to let me know, that 1 muft 
appear before the Mayor and Aldermen. I did 
fo. The Town-clerk told me, They would 
not fend me to Dorchefter gaol, if I would work 
a miracle.” I told them, “ That is done already. 
Many fwearers and drunkards, are become fober. 
God-fearing men.” A Lawyer faid, “ Well, if 
you will take my advice, you fhall not go to 
prifon.” I replied, “ I fuppofe you mean, if I 
will give over preaching. But that I dare not 
do.” I was then without any more ado hurried 
away to Dorchefter. 

My body was now in prifon : but that had 
been a thing of little confequence, had not my 
foul remained in prifon alfo *, in the dungeon of 
defpair. The Jailor foon came and fell into con- 
verfation with me ; but when 1 began to preach 
Jefus,^as the only Saviour of finners, he quickly 
left me to preach to my fellow-prifoners. Many 
of thefe, having no righteoufnefs of their own 
to bring to God, were willing to hear of being 
faved/'y grace. So 1 preached to them feveral times 
while I was in prifon, and they feemed greatly 
affected. Meantime God raifed up two Quakers at 

Shaftibury, 
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Siiaftfbury, who became bound for mv appear 
ance at the Quartei-Seffions. I had been in 
prdon but eight days, when one of thefe came 
to fetch me out, and brought money to pay the 
prifon-fees, and all other expences. Had 1 not 
been put in prifon, it is likely fome of thofe 
prifoners would never have heard the gofpel I 
faw therefore, that God did all things well. *Be- 
nig come back, I began preaching again; and 
God was prefent with the people. I foon receiv- 
ed a letter from a gentleman at London, biddiiiir 
me employ two counfellors and an attorney, and 
to draw upon him for whatever money he want- 
on,* Poft-mafter, and 

alked, if he was willing to let me have money 

Tr as you 

pleale. This was foon noifed about the toum • 

lo the magiftrates M^ere glad to make up the mat-* 

work of God fo increafed, that in 
a little time, we had eighty in Society. 

During my great dillrefs of mind, I went 
- twice into Ireland as a travelling preacher : and in 
each paflage over the fea, I was very near bein^ 
caft away Oclober 27, lyj,, I preached af 
Wountmehck. The next morning, after' I had 
travelled about two miles, fuddenly my fenfes 
failed me, I was foon infenfible where I was 
and where I ,p.me from. 1 fupported myfelf a 
conlidevable time, by a gate in the road : as I did 
not know which way to go, nor what place to 
alfc for. At length my underftanding returned, 
and I began to weep. But what 1 palTed through 
I cannot exprefs, fo unfpcakable was my anguift. 
But, the tender mercy of God fuppLted me 

him^^^^’ before 
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In the beginning of September i'] 66 j I was 
living at Shaftlbury, when Mr. Wefley pafling 
through in his way to Cornwall, I aiked, if it 
would be agreeable for me to be at his houfe in 
London a few days ? faid, “ Yes, as long as 
you pleafe j” but before I fet out, I received the 
following letter. 

« St. Ives, Cornwall, Sept. 16, 1766. 

« My dear Brother, 

I think you have no need to go to London. 

Ip God has, it feems, provided a place for you here. 

^ Mr. Hofkins wants a worn-out Preacher to live 

wdth him, to take care of his family, and to pray 
^with them morning and evening.” 

1 went down. As foon as Mr. Hofkins faw ! 
me, he faid, “ You are welcome to flay here as 
long as you live.” But no fooner did I fix there, ? 
than I was, if pofTible, ten times worfe than be- , I 
fore. In vain I flrove to make myfelf eafy : the 
more I drove, the more miferable I was : not 
that 1 wanted any thing which this world can 
afford. But can this world fatisfy a foul, that 
was made for God ? The diflrefs of my mind 
foon became intolerable : it was a burden too 
heavy for me to bear. It Teemed to me, that un- 
lefs I got fome relief, I mufl die in defpair. One 
day I retired into the hall, fell on my face, and 
cried for mercy ; but got no anfwer. 1 got up, 
and walked up .and down the room, wringing my 
hands, and crying like to break my heart ; beg- 
ging of God for ChrifPs fake, if there was any 
mercy for me, to help me. And bleffed be his 
name, all on a fuddcn, I found fuch a change, 
through my foul and body as is paft defcription. 

I was 
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I was afraid I (hould alarm the whole houfe 
with the expreflions of my joy. I had a full 
witnefs from the Spirit of God, that I fhould not 
find that bondage any more. Nor have I ever 
found it to this day. Glory be to God for all 
his mercies. 

But notwithftanding this wonderful change, I 
had not the faith which I had once. But 1 found 
a very great alteration in reading the fcriptures. 
The promifes opened to me more and more : and 
1 expected to find fome great thing wrought up- 
on me all at once. But God’s ways are not as 
our ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts. 
He led me by a way I had not known. He 
greatly deepened his work in my foul, and drove 
out his enemies by little and little, till I could 
clearly fay, “ 'Fhy will be done.” The lion 
became a Iamb, and 1 found the truth of that 
word by happy experience. ’Thou nvUt keep his 
foul in perfeEi peace^ ivhofe mind is flayed on thee ! 

I now thought, I w'ould ftay with Mr. Hofkins; 
for he was very kind to me. But I foon began 
to be fo bound in fpirit, tRat I could not alk a 
blelfing on pur food, without much hefitation and 
ftaminering. ' And all the comforts of life, which 
were then in great plenty, became altogether 
comfortlefs. Mr. Story being then in the 
Round, i made my complaint to him. He told 
me, he would take my place for a month, if I 
w'ould fpend that time in the circuit. This I 
gladly undertook : and although for the fpace of 
three weeks, my coat was not dry upon my back, 
yet I was warm within, and far more comfortable 
than in the warm parlour. 

When Mr. Story was gone, I thought I would 
flay here a few days, and then travel. But the 
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firfl night Iwas as reftlefs as ever : fo in the morn- 
ing I took my leave, and in Jan. 1767, went 
into the Eaft of Cornwall. .1 found it was good 
for me to be there : my faith iiicrcaled daily. 
And, blefled be God, 1 found love and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Gboft, fpringing up in my 
foul. I trufl God will continue them to my dying- 
day, and then receive me to himfelf. 

I had long been travelling in the wildernefs, in 
a lafid of defarts and pits^ a land of drought and cf 
the fjadow of death. This* had been my lot for 
twenty years, a juft judgment of the Almighty 
for my fm. Blefled be his name, that he did not 
wholly caft me olF ! But I faw clearly nothing 
would avail, but a frefti application of the 
Saviour’s blood to my wounded foul. I had now 
a happy fenfe of this : which with the thoughts 
of his forbearing me twenty years before my 
converfion, his filling me with his love for three 
- years, his dealings with me in my fallen condition, 
and my prefent deliverance, caufed my foul to 
overflow with wonder and praife for his long 
fulFering goodnefs. I faw nothing was too hard 
for God !' I could caft myfelf on the Lord 
Jefus ! All the promifesjn the Scriptures were 
full of comfort 5 particularly that : I have kno^wn 
thee in the furnace of afp,iElion. The Scriptures were 
all precious to my foul, as the rain to the thirfty 
land. And when fatan aflaulted me afrefli, I did 
not ftand to reafon with him, but fled to tlie 
Lord Jefus for refuge. Hereby the fnare was 
foon broken, and I found an increafe both of 
faith, hope, and love. I could now truly fay, 
^he Lord is wv fjepherdy therefore Jhall I lack no^ 
thing. He maketh me to lie down in green paflures ; 
he leadeth me heftde the fill waters. He reftoreth 
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tny foul ; he leadeth me in the paths of righteoufnefs 
for his 7iamd s fake. 

It was not my intention ever to write any ac- 
count of thefe things, had not fome of my friends 
greatly prefled me thereto. Nevcrthelefs I put it 
otF from time to time, being confcious I had no 
talent for writing, until my peace was well nigh 
loft : at laft I was prevailed upon to begin. I had 
not wrote many lines, before I found my foul in 
perfect peace. 1 found myfelf likewife greatly 
affifted, to recolleft the manifold dealings of God 
with me : fo that 1 have the grcateft reafon to be- 
lieve it is his will I fhould make known, even by 
thefe inftances of his goodnefs, that he is long 
fufferingy and not nuilling that fhould perfh^ but 

that all fhould come to repentance. May he blefs the 
feeble attempt to the good of many ! May they 
learn wifdom by the things that I have fuffered ! 
And be all the glory afcribed unto Him that fitteth 
on the throncy and unto the Lamb for ever / 
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ACCOUNT OF HIS DEATH^ 

By Mr. G, Story, 

Q N the 1 8th of Auguft, 1784, at Whitechurch- 
in HampOiire, died that faithful foldier of 
Christ, Mr. John- Haime, in the feventy- 
eighth year of his age. For more than a twelve 
month paft, his health vifibly declined. A he6tic 
fever, which continually increafed, foon reduced 
him to fkin and bone ; neverthelefs, his zeal for 
the Glory of God, and concern for the Salvation 
of Sinners, abated not in the leaft. He preached 
as long as he was able to fpeak, and longer than 
he could (land without fupport. 

On the Sunday before his death, he requefted 
the Society to attend him in his own room : and 
for feveral minutes powerfully and alFecfionately 
exhorted them to perfevere to the end, in that 
faith which worketh by love, and purilieth the 
heart. 

The morning he died, in attempting to get out 
of bed, he fell down, and was much hurt : which 
occafioned violent pain. In about two hours 
after, the pain being a little abated, he defired to 
be raifed up in the bed ; and after lhaking hands 
with five or fix friends who were prefent, he 
prayed for the divine bleffing upon them fepa- 
rately ; then for the church in general, and 
laftly for the little flock over which he had long 
been Overfeer. He then leaned back in bed; 

and 
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and although the pain was not fo intenfc, yet 
there were evident tokens of his approaching diflb- 
lution. His ftrength gradually decreafed, and 
his fight and fpeech in great meafure failed. Yet 
he frequently broke out in prayer, in thefe and 
fuch like fentences : “ O Lord, in thee have I 
“ trufted, and have not been confounded. In 
“ thee do I mnx) truft, let me nei>€r be confound- 
“ ed. Salvation is of the Lord. I have nothing 
“ to bring, or to offer unto the Lord, but, God 
“ be merciful to me a finner ! When my foul 
departs this body, a convoy of angels will 
“ condu£l: me, to the Paradife of God.” His laft 
prayer, that could be underftood, was to this 
effe£I ; “ O Almighty God, who dwellefl in 
“ light which no mortal can approach, and where 
no unclean thing can enter, cleanfe the 
“ thoughts of our hearts : grant us continually, 
fweet peace, quietnefs, and affurance of thy 
“ favour !” About an hour before his deceafe 
he was heard to fay, “ This is a good way ! O 
that all may tread this path in the important 
hour !” Prefently after he departed fo quietly, 
that it was fcarcely perceivable when he drew his 
laft breath. 

GEORGE STORY. 
IVhitechurehx Sept, I, 1784. 
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I WAS bom in May, in the year 1717, at a 
fmall village in the parilh of Kighley, York- 
fliire. When I was four years old my Mother 
died, and I was removed to her Brother’s at 
Long Addingham. Here I was carefully re- 
ftrained from outward (in : yet I often felt an 
inclination to it ; particularly to fwear, which 
one day I did : but, blefled be God, he (truck 
me with fo deep a conviction, that I never 
fware again from that day, nor had the lead 
inclination to it. About fourteen I was bound ap- 
prentice to one of the worfted trade, and way. 
by a kind Providence placed in a Family, where 
I wanted nothing that was needful either for 
body or foul. ^ 
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From my early days, the Lord was at times 
powerfully working upon my foul. From ten 
or eleven years of age, I was exceedingly dif- 
trefl. I generally faw, as I thought, hell before 
me, and believed it was to be my portion. The 
words Everlafting and Eternity, were much upon- 
my mind, infomuch that m.y life became a bur/-- 
den to me. For on tlie one hand, hell appeared, 
intolerable, and on the other 1 found no delight 
in the fervice of God, fo that my days were con- 
fumed in trouble. Frequently did I murmur 
againfl: God, and often wiflied-to be annihilated.. 

In this date I continued till I was fourteen, 
though with fomc intervals. I was then a little 
more at eafe, and followed what are called Re.- 
creations. But from fifteen I was more inclined 
to Reading, and for fome time fpent all my va- 
cant hours, in reading the Scripture, and took 
much pleafure therein. Between fixteen and 
feventeen, I found much delight in Frayer, and 
had many inward Confolations, though I had 
never then heard any one fpeak of the comforts 
of the Holy Ghoft. But having none to fpeak to 
about thefe things they gradually died away. From 
feventeen to nineteen was the mod carelefs part 
of my life. I now fought pleafure in mirth and 
company. But the Lord generally difappointed 
me, and made it bitter to my foul. I could not 
find any companions to my mind. I fought mirth: 
but I thought they carried it to excefs. And I 
could not bear their taking the name of God in 
vain. Hence I had much forrow at times : like- 
wife the looking back, and feeing what ferioufnefs 
1 had fallen from, cut me to the heart. 

During this time I now and then heard that 
bkfled man, Mr. Grimfliaw, and made good ^ 

refolutions *, but they laded not long. Mean- 

‘ while 

i 
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while I had heard of a people called Methodifts : 
but I was little concerned about them, till I 
heard fome of them preach. I liked them well, 
and heard them more and more frequently. And 
though I was not deeply affe£^ed under any par- 
ticular Sermon, yet my Confcience was gradu- 
ally enlightened, by hearing, and reading, and 
converfing, and praying, till I refolved to call in 
my lot among them. From that time my heart 
was fo 'United to them, that all at once, I dropped 
all my former Companions. And blefled be God, 
from that hour I have never had one defire to 
turn back. 

I now loved the Bible more than ever, par- 
ticularly the New Teftament. This was my 
daily companion, and in reading and meditating 
upon it I found great delight. And hereby I 
was dejivered from a temptation to think, 

“ Thefe are the falfe prophets we are bid to be- 
ware of.” This vaniftied away, when I compar- 
ed their Doctrines and pradUce with my Bible. 
And my Judgment w'as more fully and clearly 
informed, of all the eflential dodlrines of Chrif- 
tianity. And in the ufe of thefe means, God 
frequently met me and comforted my foul. In- 
deed the dodlrine of Salvation by grace was un- 
fpeakably comfortable to me. Yet fhortly after, 

1 funk almofi: all at once into a defponding ftate, 
which continued more than a year. And though 
during this time I was often comforted, both 
under the Word and in Prayer, yet 1 do not re- 
member palling four and twenty hours together, . 
without being fome part of the time in defpair. 

In this period'!., was continually tempted, to 
think myfelf a Hypocrite. Once I mentioned 
this to a friend, but got no comfort at all, which 
(hut my mouth for a long time. It is impolTible 

to 
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to exprefs the anguifli I felt. I longed for 
Death, though 1 knew I was not fit for it. But 
in the midll of all, I conftantly heard the preach- 
ing at all opportunities, and never omitted 
Prayer. When I could fay nothing, I groaned 
before God : refolving, if I perifiied (as 1 ex- ■ 
i pe£fed to do) it fhould be in the Means of Grace. 

I Yet even in this period, the 'Lord did not 

* I leave me. As 1 was one night on my knees 

I groaning before him, thofe words were power- 

fully applied to my foul. Thou Jljalt hear my name 
before much people. And this imprelhon never 

j after left ray mind long together, which often 

\ conftrained me to hope that the Ijord would fome 

; time help me. Alfo during all this time, I had 

favour with my Mailer and Miilrefs and all the 
' family ; although they did not much like the peo- 

■ . pie to whom I belonged. Toward the end of 

H this gloomy feafon, one evening, when fitting 

* in the houfe, I took courage, rofe up, and de- 

’ fired we might have Family Prayer. I kneeled 

down (and fo did all the family) and prayed with 

* great freedom. And I continued it, though only 
an apprentice, which proved a great blelfing to 
my own foul. For it kept me watchful all the 
day long, left my prayer and my life fliould con- 
tradict each other. 

^ Soon after I w^as defired to pray in another 

Family, which 1 did feveral times. I had now 
more Hope : and one day being alone great part 
of the day, and much engaged in meditation 
and prayer, I found a perfuafion, that God was 

S willing to receive me. 1 left my bufinefs imme- 
diately and went to Prayer. In a moment God 
i broke in upon my foul, in fo wonderful a manner, 

J that I could no longer doubt of his forgiving love, 

i I cried “ My Lord and my God !” And in the 

‘ fpirit 
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fpirlt I was then in, I could have praifed, and 
ioved, and waited to all eternity. 

Before this, I had attended feveral meetings 
for Prayer. I was now unawares brought, to 
conduct thofe meetings, and fometimes to fpeak 
a few words in His name whom I loved. When 
the meetings were over, others afked me to come 
to their houfes, which 1 promifed to do. But 
when I came home, 1 feared -I had gone too far, 
and refolved, to make no more fuch promifes. 
One night as I was going to a neighbour’s houfe, 
‘One of my Mafters daughters who was going 
with me, faid, “ My Father and Mother are not 
pleafed with your proceedings.” I afked, “ Why, 
what have I done She faid, “ They v/ould 

not have you go to fuch houfes. But if you 
‘think it is your duty, to keep meetings in the 
neighbourhood, they would have you keep them 
.at home.” 

That night my foul was greatly comforted, 
and I gave notice of fpeaking at home on Sunday 
^evening. We had abundance of people, and 
-neither my Mafler nor Miftrefs feemed to be 
.at all difpleafed. They loved me dearly, and let * 
me go wherever I would. But in the midlt of 
•all thefe outward hleffings, I had many inward 
^trials. Sometimes 1 doubted of ’ my State ^ 
fometimes I feared I had run before I v/as fent, 
and many times faid, with Jeremiah, I luill fpeak 
.no more in this name. And thus 1 continued for 
feveral months, though many were blefled and 
comforted in hearing me. Frequently 1 confult- 
ed my dear friend Mr. Grimfhaw,* who flrongly 
exhorted me, Not to be faint or weary, but to 
go on valiantly in the work, to which God had 
called me.” 
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About this time I was invited to go to Harding- 
Moor, Lingobin near Wilfdon, and Thorntoa 
above Bradforth. As thefe were places where 
uo one had preached yet, I thought if God 
would own me here, and ralfe up a people for 
himfelf, I fliall know that he hath fent me. He* 
did fo : many found peace with God, and a 
Society was raifed at each place. After deliver- 
ing thefe up to the travelling Preachers, I went 
to Long-Addingham. There alfo God was pleaf- 
ed to fet to his feal. A Society was quickly raifed.. 
Many finners were convinced, andfeveralof them 
truly converted to God. 

During all this time, I wrought exceeding hard 
at my ov/n bufiilefs when I was at home : but 
the going up and down to preach, frequently 
took up more than half my time. After a while 
Providence called me to Greenough-Hill, , to 
Hartwith, and fome other places j at each of 
which it pleafed God to raife up a people for him-, 
fclf. After I had preached fome time at G.reen- 
ough-Hill, I was invited to Pateley-Bridge. 
Here I was called to an exercife of my faith, 
which I had not hitherto known. The lirfl: time 
.1 w^as there, Mr. had prepared and encour- 

aged a numerous Mob, who fpared neither mud, 
nor ftones, wdth many ilrokes befides, fo that 
they themfclves owned, «« We have done enough 
to make an end of him.” I did indeed reel to and 
fro, and my head was broke with a ftone. But I 
never found my foul more happy, nor was ever 
more compofed in my clofet. It was a glorious 
time : and there are feveral who date their con- • 
verfion from that day. After I was a little clean- 
ed, I went to a neighbouring town, where, 
when my head was drefled, I preaclied abroad to 
abundance of people, many of whom had fol- 

lowed 
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lowed me from Pateley-Bridge. Some of the 
Mob alfo followed, but as the wretched Minif- 
ter was not prefent to head them, and as they 
were greatly out-numbered, they behaved peace- 
ably. And the Lord blefled us much. 

Having now laboured near four years and travel- 
led generally on foot, having been often throughly 
wet, and obliged to keep -on my wet cloathes all 
day, and having frerjuently, when at borne, 
worked at night, that I might not be burden- 
fome to any : 1 found, I was not fo ftrong as for- 
merly. And the number of -places ft ill iiicreafing, 

I was obliged, though much againft my will, to 
give up my bufinefs and buy a horfe. Mr. 
<Jrimftiaw now ient me into his Circuit for a 
month, iending another Preacher in my place. 
Thevi J iretuTned and fpent a confiderable time to- 
gethci* among the new Societies. 

In -the year 175Z, and during the winter fol- 
lowing the work of God profpered exceedingly ; * 
.but perfqcution raged on every fide. The malice 
of Tthe devil was chiefly levelled againft me, as I 
was the fir ft that difturbed hie fervants in thefe 
-parts. ,So that wherever I went, I was in much 
.danger, carrying as it were my life in my hand. 
One day as I was going through Pateley, the Cap- 
rtain of the mob, who was kept in conftant pay, 
.purfued me and pulled me off my horfe. The mob 
then foon collc<^ed about me : and one or other 
ftruck up my heels, I believe, more than twenty 
times) upon the ftones. They then dragged me ' 
nto a houfe by the hair of my head ; then 
pulhed me back, with one or two upon me, and 
threw me with the fmall of my back upon the 
edge of the ftone flairs. This nearly broke my 
back ; and it was not well for many years after. 
Thence they dragged me down .to > the common 

fewer. 
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fewer, which carries the dirt from the town to 
the river. They rolled me in it for fome time j 
then dragged me to the bridge and threw me into* 
the water. They had me mollly on the ground, 
my ftrength being quite fpent. 

My wife, with fome friends, now came up; 
•Seeing her bufy about me, fome afked, “ What, 
are you a Methodtft ?’* gave her feveral blows, 
which made her bleed at the mouth, and fwore, 
they w'oiild put her into the river. All this time 
1 lay upon the ground, the mob being undeter- 
mined what to do : fome cried out, “ Make an 
end of liirn.” Others were for fparing my life : 
but the difpute was cut ihort, by their agreeing 
to put fome others into the water. So they took 
them away, leaving me and my wife together. 
She endeavoured to ralfe me up ; but having no 
ftrength, I dropped down to the ground again- 
She got me up again, and fupported me about . 
an hundred yards : then 1 was fet on horfeback, 
and made a Ihift to ride foftly, as far as Michael 
Granger’s houfe. Here 1 was ftripped from 
head to foot and was v/afhed. I left my wet- 
clothes here and rode to Greenough-Hill, where 
many were waiting for me : and though much 
bruifed and very weak, preached a fliort fermon, 
from Pfalm xxxiv. 19. Many are the troubles of 
tJje righteous ; hut the Lord dellvereth him out (f 
them all. 

The next morning I preached again. After- 
wards feveral accompanied me a bye-way to North 
Pafture. There were many ferious hearers ; but 
the captain of the mob came and made fome dif- 
turbance : and then with a great ftick, broke 
every pain of glafs in a large window. This 
made a little confufion at firft ; but afterwards 
the Lord poured down his blefiing in*' an unconr- 
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mon manner. Almoft all were in teats, and^ 
the people took joyfully the fpoiling of their goods. 
Thence we rode to Hartwith, where we had 
peace, and the power of the Lord was with us- 
But when the work of the day was over, I was 
fo bruifed and fore, that I was obliged to be un- 
drelTed by another. 

This Summer, Autumn, and Winter, were 
times of hot perfecution. Our friends frequent- 
ly fufFered, when they went upon bufinefs to 
Pateley-Bridge. Their cloaths were fpciled, and' 
their perfons much abufed. They applied for 
juftice to the Dean of Rippon, but found none. 
But what made amends was, we loved each 
other dearly, and had exceeding comfortable fea- 
fons together. In January I was invited to preach 
about a mile from Pateley. When P came, the 
mob was gathered. However, in the name of 
the Lord I began : and though they blafphemed 
horribly, and broke the windows, I was not in- 
terrupted or difcompofed, but prayed, preached, 
and concluded in peace. As foon as I had end- 
ed, they became outrageous. I retired into a 
chamber and gave myfelf to prayer. While I 
was on my knees, one came and informed me, 
the mob had forced into the houfc, and would 
■quickly be in the chamber. But that I miift get 
out of the window, and there were foine friends 
helow, wdio would catch me as I fell. I did fo, 
and went where I had left my mare. Thus the 
Lord delivered me this time alio. 

In a while, being defired to preach there again, 
1 fixed it in the day time, thinking the Mob 
vvould not leave their work to difturb us. But 
they foon came and furrounded the houfe, fo 
that I could not preach at all. After I had been 
•kept prifoner fur feveral hours, I was obliged to 
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Tun for my life. About the fame time I was Invited 
to Garthit-Hall, where I preached in the open 
air with little' interruption ; but when I went 
again, the Pateley mob came, though the floods 
were out. When I began to preach, they were 
more and more violent, 'till I was forced to deiill: 
and retire. Being refolved I fliould not efcape 
again, they furrounded the houfe, till near lun- 
fet. Then they ran to beat one ©f the people. 
Our friends fnatched the opportunity and brought 
me a horfe, which I immediately mounted. 1 he 
mob feeing this left him, and purfued me. But 
again God delivered me out of their hands. 

But hearing I was to preach. feme miles off," 
on the other fide of the water, tlrey immediately 
xHvided, (it being a great flood) to the different 
bridges. This dfliged^^.lis to ride many miles 
about. It being very dark, we loft our way upon 
the moors. We wandered till we were through- 
•ly wet with fnow and rain ; but date at night, 
.found our way to Thomas Tupton’s. The con- 
gregation had waited for feveral hours, .being iu, 
much trouble for fear I was hilled. 1 changed 
my cloaths, and though it was late, preaebed to 
them as the Lord enabled me. It feemed to us 
little lefs than Heaven : and though it was a hartj 
day, it was a blefted day to my foul. 

1 remember once, during thefe feafonsof troi>^ 
;ble, wherein my life continually hung in fuf- 
..penfe, a thought came into my mind, “ Tis 
hard, to have no refpite, to be thus perpetually 
fuffering.” Immediately it was imprefled upon 
my mind, “ Did you not, when you was on the 
borders of dcfpair, promife the Lord, that if Ixe 
would give you an affurance of his favour, you 
would count no fuffering, forrow, or affliOioB, 
;too creat to be endured for his Name’s fake ?’* 
^ P 3 Thk 
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This at once filenced all murmuring, and thence- 
lorth I bore whatever befel me, with patience, 
and after with joy : finding a wdllingnefs to bear 
it, as long as he faw meet, if it were to the end 
-of my life. 

About this time, I had thirteen or fourteen 
places where I ’preached at regularly. And I 
thought only of fpending my life among them, 
when Mr. Grimfhaw mentioned me to you. You 
fent for me and afked, “ Whether I w’as willing 
to be a travelling preacher ?” 1 faid, « Yes, if 
Mr. Grimfliaw would fupply my places which 
he promifed to do. That year I was mofl in the 
iiirdal and Leeds circuits : the next in the Leeds 
circuit altogether, which then comprehended 
Sheffield and York alfo, extending into Derby- 
{hire on the South, to Hull on the Eaft, and on 
the North as far as Newton under Rofebury-to.p- 
ping. 

In the year 1758, I was flationed in I.incolrt- 
Ihire. The whole county, now divided into 
three, W’as then only in one circuit. 80 I fpent 
two months in the Eaftern part, and then two 
months in the Wefliern. 1 was in this circuit 
•about fixteen months in all. And I did not la- ” 
hour in vain. There was a very confiderable in- 
creafe in the Societies, and many fouls were 
brought to the faving knowledge of God. And 
though the rides were long, and the w^ork w’a's' 
hard, yet all was ^nade eafy and comfortable. 
'The Lord was greatly with us, and the people in 
general were loving and teachable : and I know 
not, if I fliall ever love a people better, on this 
fide eternity. 

Thence I removed into Ncwcaflle circuit, 
which then included Edinburgh. To which we 
went, and back again in a fortnight, generally 
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preaching liight and morning. . 1 found many 
trials in this circuit, But the Lord delivered me 
out of all. The next year I was in the Manches- 
ter round, which then contained Lancafliire, 
Chcfliire, part of Shropfliire, and of Wales, 
'iStaftbrdfliire, and part of Derbyftiire. Our la- 
bour was hard ; but we faw much fruit of it, 
.particularly at MancheO.er and Bolton. In the 
latter part of the year, I was generally fuppofed 
^to be far gone in a confumption. 1 was not care- 
ful about it, not doubting but if the Lord called 
■me, 1 flrould finifh my courfe v/ith joy. But it 
pleafed Cod to reflore my health and ftrength. 
'May 1 Hill glorify him with my body and my 
Spirit. ' 

After -fome years I went (accompanied with 
iny wife,) to Edinburgh. Mr. Hopper laboured 
with me. It was now Dr. Erfkine publifhed and 
recommended the Eleven Letters afcribed to Mr. 
Hervey. This occafioned a good deal of re- 
proach for a time : after which 1 .was called away 
ito Newcaftle. The weather was very fevere. 
Day after day \vc had various ftorms, and were 
hardly able to preferve life. But the worfl was, 
when we came to the fteep defeent from the 
mountains (called the Peafe) where the hill had 
fallen into the deep road, and made it utterly im- 
paflable. This obliged us to creep along a path 
like a fheep .track, hanging over a deep vale. 
Mean time the fnow and wind beat fo furiouily 
.upon us, that we knew not if we fliould efcape 
with life. -After lodging at old Cammus (a moH 
-uncomfortable Inn) we went forward through 
fliarp froft, heavy fnow beating upon us, and 
’.miferable roads to Alnwick. From thence to 
-Morpeth we had fair weather, but the next day 
was heavy rain, which attended us all the way to 

Newcaftle. 
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Newcilftle. And here 1 remained, fully employ- 
ed till the ?dancheiter Conference. ' 

In 1760, I was (lationed at Epworth once more. 
This winter we were invited to Newark upon 
Trent. But we met with much oppofition from 
riotous mobs, encouraged by great men. On the 
24th of March, they took the pulpit out of the 
Preaching-houfe, and burnt it in the market-place. 

I went thither on the 7th of April, with Mr. atid 
Mrs. Pool of North Searle. The preaching was " 
to begin at two o’clock *, but a large mob was 
there, before I begun. I prayed, and preached 
a fnort Sermon. Toward the latter end of the 
difcourfe, they threw a large quantity of eggs 
filled with blood and fealed with pitch, which 
made ftrange work wherever they alighted. When 
they had difeharged thefe, they grew more out- 
i-ageous fiill. We judged it heft, to fend to the 
Mayor. But inftead of coming to quell the riot, 
he fent an order for me to appear before him In 
our way to the main ftreet, there was a deep, 
muddy drain. They attempted to pulh me into 
at. But I catched hold of one of the mob and held 
Mm fo fall, that they could not pufh in one with- 
out the other. When we came to the Mayor’s, 
Jie fent for the Town Clerk. I fliewed them the 
A(St of Toleration, and the Certificate of ray Li- 
cence, obferving I had done nothing which w'as 
not warranted by law. After much converfation, 
our friends gave evidence againft three of the 
rioters, who were bound over to the affizes. 

Some thoufands of the mob being gathered in 
the ftreet, f requefted the Mayor to fend an Of- 
iicer to guard me through them. He faid, he 
would go himfelf. And he di^ go to the gate ; 
•But when I was gone out, immediately went back. 
1 was -prefently furrounded ; and they foon be- 
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gan to throw mire, clods of earth and tlones 
in abundance. This they continued to do, all 
•down the ftreet, till we came to the Prcaching- 
houfe. Our friends, judging there would be no 
fafety there, brought my great coat into the fta- 
hle, and advifed me to mount and gallop through 
the mob, which I purpofed to do. Accordingly 
I mounted, but fome of them held the gate, and 
others beat both me and my mare in fo violent a 
manner, that I thought it would be beft to dif- 
mount and go the back way. But here alfo the 
mob met me, beat both me and the mare, and 
when I endeavoured to mount, pulled me back, 
and the mare got from me. Then they dragged 
me along, fometimes on. my feet, and fometime« 
-on the ground, to the fide of the Trent, fw'ear- 
ing they would throw me in.. But they were not 
agreed in this, fo they brought water, and poured 
it upon me from head to foot. A painter then 
came with his pot and brufli, and laid it on plen- 
tifully. They ftill furrounded me, throwing dirt 
and beating me, till I could hardly ilir. Then 
they offered to let me go, if 1 would promife ne- 
ver to come again. But this I could not do. Juft 
then a man came curfing, fw^earing, and threa- 
tening, offended, it feemed, at their proceedings : 
at which moft of them left me and difperfed. 

I rofe up, and walked as well as I could down 
tlie marfh, a few of the mob quietly walking with 
me. I iound my mare in a {landing water : I 
went in, took her and rode off. Coming to a 
pond, I alighted, wafted myfelf a little, and then 
went on to North-Searle : but it was hard work, 
as the night came on, and 1 was very wet, and 
exceeding cold. When I got there, I procured 
fome dry cloaths, and the Lord gave me a quiet 
jiiglit. The next day I was -very fore and weak; 

however 
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however I fat up mort; of the day, and In a little 
time 1 recovered my ftrength, and had ftill more 
caufe to truft and praife God. 

On July 1 6 th, was our trial at Nottingham. 
But the Grand Jury, fparlng the Rioters all they 
could, would not find the bill, for difiurbittg me at 
public *iuorJhipy but only for njpiultiug me. They 
were accordingly bound over, to be tried for the 
afiaulr, at the next affizes. Mean time an innu- 
merable mob was colle£ted, both within and 
without the court, threatening what they would 
do to me. I therefore addrefied the Recorder for 
a guard. He immediately ordered two Confta- 
bles, to condu£f me fafe to my lodgings: the 
mob roared ; but durft go no farther. So I re- 
turned home unmolefted. At the following af- 
fizes fever al of the rioters were indidied: Judges* 
warrants were ilTued out and executed. In Oc- 
tober my Council and the Recorder agreed, (to 
prevent all farther trouble) what each ofremhr 
(hould pay, after making fiibmiflion, and promif- 
ing to offend no more. The Recorder then gave 
them a very pertinent exhortation, and hearing 
the Nottingham mob was colledfed again, fent 
two Conftables to guard me to my lodgings, and 
ordered them to give the people notice, that if 
any man offered to affault me, he would imme- 
diately fend him to prifon. Thus ended the trou- 
blefome affair at Newark. Since then the v'ork 
of God has profpered greatly. And a conveni- 
ent Preaching-houfe has been built, in which nu- 
merous congregations meet wdthout any diflur- 
bance. 

Thus have I given you a few imperfefl: hints 
of the manner wherein our Lord has dealt with 
me. My whole life, particularly fince have 
known fomething of the laving pow’er of religion, 

has 
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has been attended all along with manifold trials, 
a thoufand times more than I have related : yet 
has the Lord been exceedingly gracious to me, 
^ the molt unworthy of all his people. If 1 this 
moment faw all the fufferings 1 have had for his 
name’s fake ; if they were now fpread before me, 
I would fay, « Lord, if thou wilt give me ftrength, 
I will now begin again, and thou fhalt add to them 
lion’s dens, and fiery furnaces, and by thy graco 
I will go through them all.” My life, though at- 
tended with many crofles, -has been a life of 
mercies. 

For more than twenty years,. I have rarely 
preached upon the controverfy between the Cal- 
vinifts and Arminians. But my judgment is 
fixt : I have no doubt, either of Chrift’s tajiing 
death for every wan, or of his being able and will- 
ing to fave to the uttermojl, all ^that come unto 
.-God through him. I count it one of the greatelt 
favours, that he ftill allows me to do a little for 
hirn, and that he in any meafure owns the little, 
which I am able to fpeak in his name. I beg 
-I may be humble at his feet, all the days of my 
life, and may be more and more like Him whom 
.my foul loveth, till at laft I reign with him ia 
jlory ! 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your willing, though unworthy 

.Servant in the Gofpel. 
THOMAS LEIL 

Gdober 30, 1779. 
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ACCOUNT OF HIS DEATH, 

H e continued In the work till the year 1786, 
when having witnefled” a good confefllon 
before many, witnefles, he died happy in the love 
of God, with a hope, full of a glorious immorta- 
lity. The following are the particular circum- 
ftances which attended his happy exit. 

The evening before he died, he exprelTed great 
xefignation to the wall of God ; though, as he 
faid, the pain drank up his fpirits. Yet, he faid» 
/ know that I am the Lor(Vs. I feel that I am 
united to him ; and I KiNOW that 1 shall bd 
WITH him for ever.” 

He preached twice the LordVday before his 
death, though he went to the chapel on crutches, 
and fat all the time he preached I His laft text 
was, Surely I know that it Jhall be well with them, 
that fear God, And in the courfe of his fermon 
he faid, perhaps this will be my laji fermon.” 
The power of the Lord was folemnly felt by the 
congregation j and, as^ if he faw his end was near, 
he gave out a funeral hymn, and when he came to 
thofe words, 

By faith we already behold 
That lovely Jcrufalem here,**^ 

he feemed to be quite tranfported at the thought 
©f meeting Jefus in that blelled place. — The 

night 
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night on which he died, it was prefumed the 
pain reached his heart, which foon put a period 
to air his woes. He feemed to be fenfibleto the 
very laft, even when the power of fpeech ceafed, 
he looked up and fmiled, clofed his eyes, and 
gently fell afleep in Jefus, in the month of Sep- 
tember, 1786. ^ 
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Mr. Chrijlopher Hopper. 



the Rev, Mr. John Wejley, 

Coin, May 20, 1780. 

BEAR AND REV. SIR, 

I NEVER had the leaft defirc or defign to 
trouble others with my infignificant Life. I 
know how difficult it is for a man to fpeak of 
himfelf : but as you defire it, I will do as well 
as I can. 

I kept a Diary the firft year after I fet out from 
Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, for Ireland. At my re- 
turn I took a fever at Newlands. After my re- 
covery I looked over my journal with a view to 
go on j but I faw fo many blunders and imper- 
fe£Uons therein, that I immediately committed 
it to the fire. Since that time I have kept no 
regular account of my little labours 5 therefore 

I am 
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I am under a great difadvantage in giving any 
tolerable account of them. 

I have looked over my manufcripts, and have 
found a few memorandums which have aflilled 
me a little. Many other things 1 have committed 
to memory, which never have, and I hope, ne- 
ver will be erafed. 

As 1 have had the pleafure of travelling with 
you many hundred miles, in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, thefe laft five and thirty years ; I 
have been much helped by reading over your 
Journals, to trace out my crooked path. By 
thefe few affiftances, 1 have endeavoured to give 
fome account of my nativity, childhood, and 
callings : the various dealings of God with me 
from my youth up to my converfion ; my call to 
preach the gofpel, and the oppofition, and the 
fuccefs I met with when I firft fet out. 

But I have given very little account of any of 
my labours, trials, comforts, or fuccefs, thefe 
laft eight and twenty years. I apprehend thefe 
would fwell too large for your prefent purpofe : 
I will therefore leave them to the great day of the 
Lord. 

May Almighty God fucceed your labours la- 
bours, give you peace in the way, a joyful exit, 
and then a crown of glory. Pray for me, who 
am, Rev. and dear Sir, your unworthy Son in 
the Gofpel of Chrift, 

‘ CHRISTOPHER HOPPER. 

/ 

J 
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AN ACCOUNT OF 

MR. CHRISTOPHER HOPPER. 

I WAS born at Low Coalburnc, in the parifh 
of RytOii, in the county of Durham, on the 
“25^1 of December, 1722. Mofes Hopper, my 
fatlier, was a farmer : my mother, whofe name 
was Ann, was daughter to George Barkifs, far- 
mer, in the fame county. They were both of 
good repute, and much attached to the Church 
of England *, but ftrangers to vital reiigion. 

My mother had nine children, fix fons and 
three daughters, of whom 1 was the youngeft. 
When I was about five years old, 1 was fent to 
fchool to one Mr. Alderfon, a man of piety and 
good underftanding, who taught thofe under his 
care, not only the branches of learning he pro- 
fefled, but the fear of God and the firft prin- 
ciples of religion. He catechifed us twice every 
weeki made us attend the Church every 

Lord’s-day, and all holy days appointed for pub- 
lic fervice. After I had learned to read, write, 
and underfiand a little of the Mathematics, I loll 
my beloved Mailer, who made a moll awful exit. 
Pie had been, as I thought, more devout one 
week than common. The Sabbath following he 
received the Sacrament at Ryton Church : fomc 
days after a few' Gentlemen with fair words per- 
fuadcd him to play a civil game at cards : but af- 
terw'ards he fell into great dillrefs of mind, and 
could not properly attend his fchool, wdiich was 
often left to the care of his eldell fon and me. 

The 
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The Spring following, after many fore confli^la, 
he funk into deep defpair, and then drowned 
himfelf. 

This melancholy event made my heart tremble, 
and was a means of bringing fome ferious thoughts 
into my mind about heaven, hell, death, and judg- 
mentr 1 began to diilinguiih between vice and 
virtue, the godly and ungodly men. Thefe im- 
preiTions remained, till 1 took a fevere illnefs which 
continued near two years, and reduced me to a 
mere Ikeleton. Mr. Fofter, who attended me, 
pronounced me incurable. 

This alarmed me, and filled my heart with 
llavifh fear. 1 judged it was high time to pre- 
pare for a future ftate j and according to the light 
I had, begun the bufinefs without delay. 1 read 
my Bible with much pleafure, prayer, and atten- 
tion. The more I read it, the more I loved it. 
Many verfes, and fome favourite chapters which 
I undedlood beft, made fuch a deep imprelfion 
upon me, that I foon had them by heart. The 
Pra^lice of Piety, a Form of Prayer, and a Pfalm- 
Book, were my library. I prayed and fung with 
fear, and fome degree of joy. 1 had very flight 
notions of my depraved nature, and the fin of 
unbelief ; but clear views of my actual tranfgref- 
fions. I had been addicted to fwear when 1 was 
put out of humour ; and to lie when I could gain 
any thing by it, or cover or excufe a fault. I 
had been apt to pilfer among the children when 
I could do it with a good grace. 

I was very proud, and prone to anger ; yea, of 
a cruel difpofition. I took a diabolical pleafure 
in hanging dogs, worrying cats, and killing birds, 
infects, mangling and cutting them to pieces. 
One inftance of my inhumanity I perfectly re- 
member to this day. One evening as I \vas re- 
G 3 turning 






t>6 



EXPERIENCE OF 



turning from fchool, with fome of my friendly 
affociates, we found a great number of frogs col- 
ic Aed together in a marfhy place: we proclaimed 
war again ft them : we armed ourfelves with 
ftones, and with all the fury of little fiends, mur- 
dered the poor innocent, defencelefs creatures. 
'KVe then left the field in great triumph. But 
God foon requited me. That night I dreamt I fell 
into a deep place full of frogs, and they feized 
on me from head to foot, and begun to eat the 
fiefh off my bones. 1 was in great terror, and 
found exquifite pain until I awoke, fweating, 
and trembling, and half dead with fear. 

About this time my dear Father died of a 
confumption : I hope a true penitent. He was 
interred at Ryton church with great folemnity, 
among his anceitors. I was then left to the 
care of my indulgent Mother and Brethren. 
Soon after my Father’s death, my eldeft Bro- 
th.er married, and they divided my Father’s 
farm, and the goods and chatties he left 
amengft them ; but this did not give me the 
leaft concern. My diforder ftill continued wdth 
my convi^Hons. 1 prayed, wept, and looked to- 
wards the Hill of Sion. I found comfort, and 
a good hope through grace. I waited every 
day for my final dilTolution, and longed to be 
with Chrift. I loved God, the Redeemer, 
and all mankind. I was happy. After fome 
time it pleafed God to reftore me to perfe£l 
health, beyond ail human expedlation. After 
my recovery, my mind w^as quickly drawn after 
the w'orld again. 1 faw^ tranfitory objects in 
another point of view, than I had done during 
the time of my illnefs. My love to God and 
religion, and my defires after another world, 
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foon grew very cold. I quenched the holy Spirit, 
who departed and left me again to the folly of 
my own heart." 

As I was the youngeft child of the family 
and had nothing left me, I judged it w'ouid be 
proper to think of fome bufinefs to procure 
bread. And my Mother and Brother being 
willing to put me to the grammar-fchool, and 
give me a good education, 1 accepted the ofterj^ 
and concluded it w'as the bell thing I could do : 
but in the interim, one Mr. Armftrong, a fhop- 
keeper, wanted a boy, and fent for me. I em- 
braced the opportunity, and prepared to go with- 
out delay. 1 thought I fliould efcape the weari- 
fome talk of lludy, having notliiiig to do but to 
improve the learning I had already, to qualify 
me for a merchant’s apprentice. My Mother 
accompanied me to Mr. Armftrong’s, and put 
me in poflelTion of my new place. I went with 
great pleafure ; and met with a kind reception. 
After I had been fome time on trial, I was to be 
bound by indenture for feven years. 'This put 
my youthful mind into a new chain of reafon- 
ing. I thought I would never be bound to 
(land fo long behind a counter j therefore in 
fpite of all perfuafion, 1 left my place and re- 
turned home. 

After this a proje£l entered into my head, 
that I would be a Mufician. I told my Bro- 
ther. He approved of it, bought me a Violin, 
and provided me a mailer. 1 begun with great 
alhduity, and concluded I had found the very 
thing that would make me happy. I played 
away all my convidlions, loft my tafte for Ipi- 
ritual. things, and banifiied all thoughts of a 
future world. I now employed myfelf in doinj 
fome little things in the houfe and about tlie 

farm ; 
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farm ; and all the time I had to fpare, I fpent 
in playing, finging, dancing, filhing, fowling, 
and whatever came next to my hand. I was 
then between fifteen and fixteen years of age, 
and begun to think of fome employment where- 
by 1 might have money to fupport my fooliili 
defivcs. My Brother kept waggon-horfes. When 
the waggon-ways were firfl framed between the 
new coal-mines and the river Tyne, the farmers 
were under an obligation to their landlords to 
employ a certain number of horfes for that 
purpofe. I was a ftrong active young man, 
and thought I could manage a waggon very well. 
My Brother was whiling 1 iTiould make the trial, 
and gave me a proper horfe for that fervice. I 
foon made a great proficiency in this dirty, 
llavifli, and dangerous occupation. And I was 
hugely pleafed whth my new department. No- 
velty pleafes, whether the man fits on a throne 
or a dunghill. I frequently boafted of my 
ftrength, agility, and Ikill in this fphere of 
aiStion, and thought I was arrived at the fummit 
of my preferment : I found it a fingular pleafure 
in whatever company 1 was, to talk of feeding 
and guiding waggon-horfes, of waggons and 
waggon-ways, the nature and value of coals ; 
and concluded 1 only wanted a little money to 
make me a Fitter, or a London Crimp. My 
vain mind was as much taken up with thofe 
things as the Mathematicians with their abftrufe 
Science, or the Philofophers with the Wonders 
of Nature. I followed this bufinefs, and the 
various branches of agriculture for about five 
years. During this period of my life, 1 was 
^iven up to folly. I greedily purfued according 
to my ability, all the pleafures of the v/orld. 1 
fpent nights and days together in hunting, 
cocking, card-playing, horfe-races, or whatever 

the 
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the devil brought to town or country. And, O 
grief of heart ! Gentlemen, Clergymen, Me- 
chanics and Peafants made up the crowd ! But 
in the enjoyment of thefe poor toys, 1 had many 
fevere checks, and forrovvful moments. The 
Univerfe appeared as a vault wherein comfort 
was entombed j and the Sun hirnfclf as a lamp 
to fliew the gloomy horrors of a guilty mind. I 
often faid in my cool intervals, llath the great 
God of Love provided no better things than thefe 
for his reafonable creatures ? Now at this time 1 
was my own mailer, and lived w'ithout control: 
I followed my former pleafures, but with a trem- 
bling hand. 1 found fatan’s fcrvice perfeci 
drudgery, and all earthly objc(Sls empty and 
vain. 

In this dull, melancholy round I dragged on 
for fome time, without any real comfort or folid 
fatisfa(Slion. I was not happy, yet I believed 
there was fomething which could make me fo, 
but 1 knew not what it w’as, or where to find, 
it. Sometimes I relledled on what 1 felt in my 
afllidlion, when I was a youth ; but it appeared 
as a dream. I was frequently in great and im- 
minent danger. But through the interpofitions 
of a kind, unerring Providence, I efcaped ten 
thoufand fnares and deaths, by night and day, 
at home and abroad. One evening in particular, 
two of my companions and 1 were riding home 
in a waggon very jovially, and as we were palling 
over a very high battery, the horfe llarted fud- 
denly to one fide, and fnatched the waggon from 
the planks : immediately it overfet, and turned 
over and over, to the bottom of the hill. The 
trembling fpeiTators who beheld this awful event, 
concluded with llirieks and cries, “ They are all 
killed i their bones are broken in a thoufand 

pieces.” 
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pieces.” Bui to their great aftonifhmem, and 
our unfpeakable comfort, we were very little 
hurt. 

After I had recovered my reafon, and found 
I was alive, and out of hell, my (lubborn heart 
yielded to my almighty Deliverer. 1 feared his 
great name, wept for joy, and was overwhelmed 
with grief for my folly. This deliverance 
wrought a deep conviction in my heart. The 
true light fhined on my dark foul, and God laid 
me in the dull. 1 only wanted a fpiritual Guide 
to fliew me the way, but alas ! L could not find 
him in the country. 

In May 1 7 ^ 2 , we heard a ftrange report of 
one,Welley, a Church Clergyman that had been 
at Newcaltle-upon- Tyne, and had preached in 
Sandgate to many thoufands, who heard him 
with aftonilhment. This new thing made a huge 
noife. The populace entertained various con- 
jedtures about him ; but few, if any, could tell 
the motive on which he came, or the end he had 
in view. He made a ihort blaze, foon difappear- 
ed, and left us in a great confternation. Some 
time after, his Brother Charles came~ and preach- 
ed at Tanfield-Crofs. I ran with the multitude 
to hear this ftrange Preacher. Vv^hen 1 faw a 
man in a Clergyman’s habit, preaching at a pub- 
lic Crofs to a large auditory, fome gaping, fome 
laughing, and fome weeping, I wondered what 
this could mean. When he had concluded, 
fome faid, He is a good man, and is fent to re- 
form our land : others faid, Nay : He is come to 
pervert and deceive us, and we ought to ftone 
him out of our coafts. I faid, If he is a good 
maUj, good will be done, and it is plain we want 
a reformation ; but if he is an impoftor, he can 
only leave us he found us, that is, without hope 

and 
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and without God in the world. I cannot tell 
what induced me to go fo far, but I found I was 
in danger of being called a Methodift, and was 
glad to difmifs the converfation with a fmile, and 
a piece of drollery. 

In November, Mr. Wefley returned to New- 
caftle, formed a religious Society, and laid the 
foundation of the Orphan-houfe. At the fame 
time he vifited Tanfield-Leigh, Wickham, SwaU 
well, and Horfely. His name was then w’ell 
known in town and country. 

All mouths were filled with Wefley and his 
Followers : fome for, and many againlt them. I 
knew very little of the matter, but thought it 
w'as moft prudent to join the general voice againfl 
this New Way. 

The fpring following, 1743 * John Brown, a 
plain farmer, removed" from Tanfield-Leigh to 
the Low-Spenn, and invited Mr. Wefley to his 
houfe. 1 then heard occafionally thofe Preachers, 
who I thought "could tell their flory well, with- 
out Hammering : but Hill found much fault with 
this Hrange method of proceeding. At this time 
there was a great clamour about Religion, 
amongH all Sedts and Parties, and 1 made a buHle 
among the- reH. I faid, I will read my Bible, 
fay my Prayers, go to my own Parifli-Church, 
reform my Life, and be good and pious, without 
the fcandal of the Crofs. Alas ! 1 did not con- 

fider, “ No Crofs, no Crown.” 

I hobbled on in this lame, ignorant manner, 
till at laH 1 became deeply ferious. I faw there 
was more in Religion than I enjoyed or under- 
Hood. I faw that God had been Hriving with 
me from my infant days. I looked back with 
aHonifhment on his loud calls, compaflTionate 
helps, tender mercies, and great deliverances. 

He 
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He had ralfed me from tlie gates of death, when 
all human help failed. He had faved me from 
perils and dangers by night and by day. He 
had richly provided for me, when 1 was left to 
myfelf very young. A fight of thefe favours 
raifed in my cold heart fome fenfations of grati- 
tude to my bountiful Benefa<Sl:or. I faid in my 
heart, Shall 1 ftill trifle with the almighty God 
of heaven and .earth' ? Shall I fly in the face of 
my infinite Creator ? Shall I play with eternal 
things ? Will God always ftrive with the children 
of men ? My few days are palling away like a 
lliadow ; pale Death is approaching*, the Judge 
is (landing at the door ; Eternity, eternity, is 
come ! Alas ! I am not ready. I am in my fins 
unholy, unhappy, and therefore not pre- 
pared to die. 

I will now cry to God for mercy. — ^^He willeth 
not the death .of a finner. It is his pleafure to 
fave me from fin and the punilhment due to it. 
He waits to be gracious, that his great name 
may be exalted. He is good to all^ atid his mercy 
is over all his works. I am a monument of his 
fparing goodnefs, 1 will therefore look up and 
hope in his word. Behold this is the accepted 
time, behold this is the day of falvation. God 
hath fent his fervants to Ihew poor finners the 
way of life. \ was then determined to hear and 
judge for myfelf. God had now prepared my 
heart for the reception of the truth. I faid, I 
will no longer be led by the laughing multitude, 
nor be deluded with the noife of vain tongues. 

The Sabbath-day following, Mr. Reeves preach- 
ed at the Low-Spenn, at one o’clock in the after- 
noon. I licard him with great attention, but 
found a veil on my heart. 1 did not clearly fee 

God’s 
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God’s method of juftifying a guilty finner, thro’ 
faith in the blood of Ids Son. 

In the evening he preached again on thofe 
words. And no‘iv abideth faiths hope^ and lovCy 
thefe three^ but the greateft of ihefe is love. In his 
plain pathetic manner he gave us a definition of 
thefe principal graces, with their infeparable con- 
comitants, and fhewed tlie (infpeakable happi- 
nefs of all thofe w’ho had a {z\mg faithy a good 
hopey and the love of God. The word came 
home to my heart with energy. The veil was 
removed, 'fhe true light Ihined upon me, and 
I faid, Alas, I am undone ! If thefe things are 
true, and doubtlefs they are, I have only the 
faith of a devil, the hope of a hypocrite, and 
the Jove of this prefent evil world. My mouth 
was flopped. — I Hood guilty before God. — My 
flout heart melted like wax before the fire. — I 
trembled at the word. — My flrength left me. — 
God frowned ; his Law condemned ; Conicience 
roared ; Satan raged ; and the Pit was ready to 
receive me. 

I quietly retired from the croud into a little 
parlour to cover my fhame. I fat dovim on the 
fide of a bed, and reclined my guilty head on the 
pillow, in great dillrefs of mind. It was the 
-cry of my heart, God be merciful to me a finner ! 
Save, Lord, or 1 perifli ! Save or I am loll, for 
ever loft ! My all is guilt, mifery, and helplefT- 
nefs. In this wretched fituation I continued 
fome time, fliut up in unbelief as in a prifon._ I 
could only fay, Lord help me ! He then heard 
my cry, and fent me relief. A glorious light 
fiione into my heart, and difcovered co me the 
bleff^d plan of man’s redemption, through the 
-blood of a crucified Saviour. I faw God had 

H fulfilled 
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fulfilled his great original promife. lie fent his 
Son to fave finners, the chief of finners. He 
lived, fulFered and died for a loft World. He 
tafted death for every man. He gave himfelf a 
ranfom for all. I faid in my trouble, the good 
Shepherd came from heaven to earth, to feek and 
fave that n.vhich voas loft, to bring again that ’luhich 
‘luas driven anvay, to bind up that n.vhich was broken, 
and to ftrengtken that which was ftck. But I 
am loft, I am driven to the mouth of hell, rea- 
dy to drop into the flames ; I am broken to 
pieces; lam fick of fin, fick of myfelf, and fick 
of a vain world : 1 will therefore look unto the 
Lord ; in\ God will hear me. He hath died for 
me, I ftiall, yea, doubtlefs, I fliall obtain mercy 
after all I have done. The God of Truth hath 
promifed mercy ; the Son of his Love hath pro- 
cured mercy ; the Spirit oj Truth is ready to re- 
veal mercy ; and the MelTengers of Peace are 
come to proclaim mercy, free mercy, to* every 
perifliing finner, through the blood of the ever- 
lafting Covenant ! I faid, 1 can, 1 will, 1 do be- 
'lieve in the only true God, and in Jefus Chrift 
whom he hath fent. I am freely juftified. I am 
faved through faith in the blood of the Lamb. 
God is now my God in Chrift. The love of 
God is fhed abroad in my heart, by the Holy 
Ghoft given unto me. The Spirit of Bondage is 
gone. The fpirit of Adoption is come, 1 can 
cry, Abba Father. The fame Spirit beareth wit- 
nefs with my Spirit that I am a Child of God. 
No enmity — No wrath — No curfe — No condem- 
nation — The ruined is finner faved. 1 then found 
a glorious, and undeniable change. God, Chrift, 
Angels, Men, Heaven, Earth, and ti.e w^hole 
Creation appeared to me in a new' light, and 

ftood 
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ftood related to me in a manner I never knew 
before. I found love to_my God, to his yoke, 
to his crofs, to his faints, and to friends and ene- 
mies. I laid, This is Bible Religion, fenp- 
tural Chriltianity, let men call it what they 
pleafe : a Delufion, Enthufiafni, Methodifm, or 
Mahoraetifm, that is nothing to me : hard names 
do not change the nature of the thing. I then 
went on my way rejoicing ; a wonder to my 
Father’s family j to all that knew me ; and to 
myfclf. All my idols fell to the ground, before 
the ark of God. I found a perfedt hatred to fin, 
and a complete victory over it. 

The whole tenor of my life and converfation 
was new. Free grace^ infinite mercy^ houndlefs 
lovey made the change. My heart, my tongue, 
my hands, were now, in my little way, employ- 
ed for my loving God. I was no longer of the 
world, therefore the world began immediately 
to hate me. — Some faid. Ah ! what think you ! . 

Chridopher is converted ! Others faid. He hath 
received the Holy Ghoft ! Others faid. He is 
mad, keep far from him, come not near his habi- 
tation. Some of a more compaflionate turn, 
pitied me : but all agreed I had renounced my 
Baptifm, left the Church, and was in a dangerous 
fituation. 

Soon after, Mr. Wefley came to Low-Spenn, 
formed a little Society, and made me a Leader, 
to help and watch over them. I was but a no- 
vice, a young raw difciple, un (killed in the Word 
of Righteoufnefs ; but faith in Chrift, and the 
love of God m my heart, overcame all the powers 
of Darknefs. 1 found unfpeakable pleafure in 
doing and fufferlng the will of C?od. I laboured 
diligently with my hands : 1 owed no man any 

H 2 thing ; 



El^PERIENCE OF 



thing : I had enough for myfelf, and a littler 
to fpare for others. I attended four or five 
meetings every week : we prayed, fung pfalms 
and hymns, read the Bible, and exhorted one 
another to fear and love God. Ihe power 
of the Lord was prefciit to heal : he owned 
his own work, and gave us profperity. Many 
of my old Gompanions were awakened j alto 
iny poor Mother, one of my Silleis, and one 
of my Brothers, who had been a champion in 
the devil’s eaufe, but has been an ornament to 
religion from that tim*e to this day. ihe fire 
now kindled, and the flame fpread. I had one 
invitation after another, to High-Spenn, Barlow, 
Woodfide, Trudhoe, Newlands, Blanchland, Dur- 
ham, Sunderland, and many other places. 

As yet 1 had not examined my call to preach 
the Gofpel, nor conlidered the confequences of 
fuch an undertaking. I was fweetly carried on 
with a ftrong prevailing influence, and a loving 
defirc to promote the glory of God. 1 faw the 
world dead in trefpali’es and fins, void>of light, 
holinefs, and happinefs. 1 therefore thirrted 
after their falvation, and thought it my duty to 
promote it. God bleffed his word. Sinners 
were turned from darknefs to light, and from the 
power of fatal! to God. But the devil was highly 
difpleaftd he faw his kingdom was in danger, 
and immediately proclaimed war again ft me. 

I met with great perlecution, many difcou- 
ragements, and much oppofition, in every place. 
Men of all ranks ufed their power and influence, 
to flop this bleffed work of God. They fpoke 
all manlier of evil againft the Work, and the In- 
ftruments employed therein. They difpenfed 
with two cu: three awakened Clergymen, tolera- 
bly 
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bly well. Thefe were regularly ordained, Men 
of Learning ; Gentlemen, and Divines : but to 
fee a Plowman, or an honeft Mechanic (land up 
to preach the Gofpel, it was infulFerable. Hell 
was moved from beneath ; a council was called ; 
the edi£l came forth, and war comi^ienced ! 

Laymen and Ecclefiaflics joined heart and 
hand, to fupprefs thefe peftilent Fellows ; not 
with acts of kindnefs, fcripture, or reafou ; but 
inve6Uves and lies, dirt, rotten eggs, brick-bats. 
Hones, and cudgels : thefe were fatan’s argu- 
ments in vindication of his own caufe. It was 
the common cry in town and country, “ Prefs 
them for foldiers ; fend them on board a man of 
war 5 tranfport them; beat them; Hone them ; 
fend them to prifon, or knock out their brains, 
and difpatch them at once, ^^for there is no law 
for themh^ 

Several of my fellow-fulferers had fliared ho- 
nefl John Nelfon’s fate already, and I expended to 
be the next : they had their eyes on me : they 
daily purfued me as Saul did David ; they waited 
for an opportunity to feize on the prey, but the 
hand of the Lord was with me, fo I efcaped ! 
He delivered me by various means, at fundry 
times, and often in a very remarkable manner. 

Oiice 111 particular, as 1 w^as preaching at 
Wickham, to a quiet, attentive congregation, 
the Conitable came with his attendants, to ap- 
prehend me ; they guarded the door, and Hood 
with fierce impatience to feize me. When I had 
concluded, 1 Hepped down, went through the 
midH of them, was conveyed through a w'indow, 

H 3 and 

^ T! is was a great miftake. There was law for us*, huC 
we could not find a Magiftrate who had courage or hoiiefiy 
enough to put it in force. 
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and went quietly home, leaving the peace-officer 
and his gentlemen, to end the difpute with loud 
words, hard blows, and bloody faces ! 

When I firil fet out to do all the good I could, 
without fee or reward, 1 did not forefee this vio- 
lent ftorm. I began now to confider what lati- 
tude 1 was in, and whether it would not be a 
point of wifdom, to tack about, and fleer for 
fome quiet harbour. 

There had been many things faid and wrote 
again ft this New Way ; efpecially, againft thofe 
illiterate Preachers who fo exceedingly difturbed 
the world. I found fome doubts concerning my 
call to the work, and almoft wifhed they might 
be well grounded, that I might, with a good conr 
fcience, defift from preaching. 

1 was therefore determined to examine myfelf, 
w'hether I had a right to preach : or whether I 
had rafhly entered into a work that did not be- 
long to me. One evening 1 went into a wood, 
by the fide of Derwent-Water, much dejected. 
Clouds and darknefs furrounded me, and my 
fpirit was troubled within me : I faid, my ene- 
mies are too ftrong for me ; there are few on the 
Lord’s fide, but myriads againft him : what fliall 
I do ? Alas ! AJy family is poor in Mannjph, ami 
lam the lea ft in my Father’s houfe. 1 am a worm 
and no man. O my God ! let me enjoy this 
fweet foHtude, and fee^ my friends and compa- 
nions no more ! Let me live as a hermit in this 
lonely defert, till my few days are ended ; then 
ffiall my weary fpirit be at reft. 

1 did not want eafe, wealth, or honour ; but 
to knov/, do, and fuffer the will of my Lord and 
Mafter. 1 thought, if I have made a miftake, 
God will forgive me, and I will take fhame to 

myfelf ; 
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myfelf : I will defift from preaching, and live and 
die a private Chriltian. But if God hath called 
me to publilh the gofpel of his dear Son, I mull 
bear a public teftimony, and leave the event to 
him. 

In the midft of thefe refle£fions, it occurred 
to my mind, what evidence is fufficient to fa- 
tisfy me in this weighty matter ? I only want 
a rational, fcriptural evidence. Let me then 
enquire with prayer and falling, what reafon 
have I to believe that I am called to preach the 
gofpel. 

I. * I have heard and believed the gofpel, 
and found it to be the power of God to the fal- 
vation of my own foul ; and 1 believe it to be 
the powerful means which God hath appointed 
to reclaim, and fave loll linners. 2. f I believe all 
power is given to Jefus Chrill in heaven and in 
earth, therefore he alone hath power and autho- 
rity to call, qualify, and thrull out labourers into 
his own harvell. Hence I learn, that this power 
cannot be acquired by human art or learning, or 
% purchafed with gold or filver. 3* I1 I believe, 
thofe who are called and put into this work by 
Him, fliall turn finners from darknefs to light, 
and from the power of fatan to God. 4. I have 
a rational convi£lion § that God hath committed 
unto me the word of Reconciliation ; I have 
this treafure in an earthen veflel, in a feeble, 
mortal body ; that the .excellency of the power 
may be of God, and not of man. I find by 
daily experience, ** we are not J'lifficient of our~ 
fives’ to think any thing as of ourjelves^ but our 

fuffciency 

* Rom. i. 16. f Mat. xxviii. 18. I Ads viii, ao, 

II xxvi. 18. § a Cor. V. 8. ^ i Cor. iv. ;• 

Ibid. iii. 
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^fnpcie?icy is of God. 5 . According to this con- 
vicliion, I have preached the golpel to finners 
dead in fin, and' they have been awakened and 
converted to.^God. C-lnldren of the devil aie be- 
come children of God, and heirs of eternal life.. 

Having conlidered thefe things, 1 concluded 
my call to preach the gofpel was coafiilent watli- 
fcripture, reafon, and experience. I was filled, 
with joy : 1 faid, I have now the countenance 
of my God *, the hands of his dear Son, the bi- 
fliop of my foul, laid upon me,; the approbation 
of the three PrePoyters lent by him ; the prayers 
of his dear people ; tlie tellimony of a good con- 
feience, and the pleafure of feeing Sion profper. 

1 therefore pray earneilly that God may incline, 
perfuade, and fwoetly influence my heart, and 
open my mouth by his holy Spirit, to difpenfe 
the word jof truth to a world of perii'hing fmners. 
This 1 defire to do continually, in ieafon and out 
of feafon, according to the ability he hath given 
me.” My drooping fpirit now revived. The 
fear of men and devils departed from me, and I 
fet out with double courage. I could fay, Je^ 
ho^viih IS tri'^ h^ht i7iy falvationy ‘whoiu fjjll I 

fear ? Jehovah is the ftrengih of my lifey of whom 
fall I be afraid ? Then the word of the Lord 
came unto me faying. Cry aloud and fare 7ioty lift 
up thy voice like a trumpet y and few my people their 
tranfgrejfionsy and the houfe cj Jacob their fins. 
My heart replied, For &ioF s fake I will not hold 
my peace y and Jor Jerufalem s fikey I will not refty 
until the right eoufnefs thereof go forth as bright fitfsy 
and the jalvation thereof as a lamp phat burneth. 
The Lord was with me night and day.; his 
threateniiigs palTed over me ; his promifes com 
forted me, and his precepts were my delight. , I 
could fay,^ 
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To me, with thy dear Name is given, 

Pardon, and holinefe and heaven. 

In the year 1 744, I taught a fchool at Barlow, 
in the parifh of Ryton. My time was employed 
fix days in teaching the children under my care> 
the branches of learning 1 profeffed, and the firft 
principles of Chriftianity. 

I fpent every Sabbath, ai d all my vacant hours, 
in preaching, reading, praying, vifiriiig the Tick, 
and converting with all that Providence put in 
my way. God was with me, an<l blelTed my 
weak labours. Sinners were converted, be- 
lievers multiplied, and my foul rejoiced in God 
my Saviour. 

But fatan did not like this work : therefore he 
ftirred up the Re£lor of Ryton and his Curate, 
with thofe under their influence, to prevent me. 
They gave me full hard words, and then hard 
blows. 

In a little time I was fummoned to appear in 
the fpiritual Court at Durham, to anfwer for my 
conduct. I did not know what I had done. But 
was foon informed, that I was impeached for 
teaching a fchool without licence *, and what was 
ftill worfe, for calling finners to repentance *, and 
warning the wicked to flee from the wrath to 
come : (an offence that cannot be overlooked ^by 
men who know not God !) but God raifed me up 
friends, who flood' by me, and defended my 
caufe againfl all my adverfaries. 

After this troublefome affair was endctl, I met 
with a trial of another kind. Before 1 was awak- 
ened, I was deeply in love with one Jane Rich- 
ardfon, a farmer’s daughter, and an agreeable 
young woman. She was my firft love : and had 

laid 
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every accomplifhment I wanted, but religion ! 
Alas ! fhe was unacquainted with God. This 



was a bar indeed ! 1 found a defire to break 



otF all correfpoiulence with her ; but was 
afraid flie could not bear it. 1 was greatly 
troubled, and prayed for divine direction. God 
was pleafed to hear, and grant my requdt. She 
was foon awakened, and found peace wdth God. 
All objections being removed, on May the 28th, 
1745, we were joined together in Ry ton Church. 
She was a loving wife, a faithful friend, and a 
very agreeable companion. She made my joys 
and forrows her own. We worlhiped God in 
fpirit and truth, and rejoiced in the Son of his 
love. 



The fame evening 1 preached at the Low'- 
Spenn. The Lord was with us, anJ we praifed 
his name together. We lived a few months wdth 
my wife’s friends at the Smeals near Derwent, 
in a moft loving, agreeable manner. God made 
us of one heart and mind, and united our fouls 
together, by one fpirit, in hu.mble love. 

In the year 1746 ,- 1 removed from Barlow, to 
the Preaching-Houfe at Slieephill. 1 received the 
Preachers, and my other religious Friends, with 
much pleafure. My heart was open ; my door 
was open 5 and my little table free for ftrangers. 
1 gave up rny ioul, body, and fubdance to my 
adorable Saviour, and grieved ! had no more to 



give. ^ 

I commonly preached, or met a Clafs every 
evening, after 1 had difmilTed my fcholars. I 
preached twice or thrice, and often four times 
every Sabbath-day. When 1 had a day or- two 
to fpare from my prefent vocation, 1 vifited New- 

eaflle^ 
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caflle, Sunderland, Durham, and many other 
Towns and Villages, ten, twenty, or thirty miles 
round. Herein I met with much oppofition, and 
W'as frequently in great jeopardy. Indeed I did 
not much regard a little dirt, a few rotten eggs, 
j the found of a cow’s horn, the noife of bells, or 

^ a few Inow-balls in their feafon j but fometimes I 

was faluted with blows, ftones, brick-bats and 
bludgeons, 'fhefe 1 did not well like ; they were 
not pleafing to flefh and blood. 

I fometimes loll a little Ikin, and once * a 
little blood, which was drawn from mv fore- 
head wdth a fliarp (lone. I wore a patch a few 
days, and was not afhamed : 1 gloried in the 
crofs. And when my fmall fulFerings abounded 
for the fake of Chrill, my comfort abounded 
much more. I never M-as more happy in my 
own foul, or more bleffed in my labours. 

^ The latter end of July 1747, I had a call to 
vifit Cornwood, and met wdth a kind reception. 
I preached feveral times among the people called 
Quakers j 1 hope good was done. 

On my return, 1 had an invitation to preach 
at Allenuaie - 1 own. A great congregation at- 
tended, who behaved well, and heard "the word 
gladly. The latter end of December, 1 vifited 
Allendale again. A glorious work broke out. 
The Lord flretched out his har.d to lave finners. 
Mr. Topping, Minifter of that place, ufed all his 
art, power, and inliuence, to hop it : but he 
could do nothing : his ftrength was perfecSl; vveak- 
nefs againft the Lord. 

I went from town to town, and from houfe 
to houfe, finging, praying, and preaching the 

word, 

* It was at Sunderland, in the midft of an outrageous mob 
of Sailors. 
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word, and great multitudes followed from place 
to place, weeping and feeking him that was cru- 
cified. Great numbers were awakened, and 
found peace with God, through the Blood of the 
Lamb. I have frequently feen a whole congre- 
<>ation melted into tears, and bowed down before « 

the Lord, as the heart of one man: efpecially 
once, when 1 w'as preaching in Mr. Lowe s old " 

barn, at Dod-Bank, the I^ord manifefted his 
great power. He wrought for the glory of his 
own Name, and I ftood Hill, and looked on, 
with loving fear, and wonder. ^ 

In the year 174B, I gave up my fchool at ' -i 
Sheephill, and every thing that was comfortable 
and convenient, and renroved to Hind ley hill, 

Allendale. 1 lodged with honell James Broad- 
wood, and was as one of his family, fhc pre- 
fence of the Lord dwelt in his houfe, and we 
lived in peace and unity. I formed a fociety at 
Hindlev-hill, another at Weftallen; one at Alef- 
don, and one at Ninthead : the Lord was among 
them of a truth. 1 had now work enough, and 
God's bleiling on my labour. In the latter end 1^ 
of this year 1 vifited Weardale. Some of the 
brethren attended me from Allendale. 

Jt was in a {form of fnow that we crofied the 
Quagmires, and enormous mountains. When 
came into tire Dales, we met with a very cold 
reception, ^^hhe enemy had barncadoed the place, 
and made his bulv.’arks flrong. But the Dord 
made v.^ay for his truth. He opened the heart of 
a poor .Scotch fne pherd to receive us into Ids 
little thatched cabbin, where we lodged all night. 

d he next day i preached under the walls of an 
old cafrie. A few children, and two or three 
old women attenaed, who looked hard at us. 

When 
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When I had done, we followed them into their 
lioufes, and talked freely to them in their own. 
language, about the kingdom of God. 'I hey 
heard and obeyed the gofpel. The next evening, 
I bad a large congregation who heard with much 
<ittenrion, and received the word gladly. Some- 
time after, I preached in private houfes, ale- 
houfes, cock- pits, or wherever I could find a 
door open. The fire then fpread from heart 
to heart, and God was glorified. 

This was the beginning of a good work in 
Weardale, which has continued, and encreafed 
to tliis day. 

'The fpring following, in the year 1749, I 
begun teaching a fchool, near Hindley-hill. But 
the w’ork of God fo increafed in my hands, that 
1 could not properly attend it ; therefore, in the 
latter end of the year, I gave it up, with all other 
fecular employments, and call myfelf on the 
bounty of my I^^ord and Mailer. 

My little fubllance foon failed, and 1 faw no- 
thing before me but beggary, and great alEic- 
tion. Sometimes I was carried above all earthly 
objecls, and had a comfortable view of the hea- 
venly country. At other times I was much de- 
prelled, and could fee nothing but poverty and 
did refs. 

I well remember, once on die top of a cold 
mountain, in a violent (lorm of fnow, w'hen 
the concealed {lakes covered me with a white 
mantle, fatan aflau.ted'me, and pufiied me hard 
to return to my fchool, or fome otner buhnefs 
to procure bread. I ftaggeied through unbelief, 
and almo^l yiehlcd to the tempter. 

But as the attack was ludden, fo the battle was 
foon over. Tlie Lord fent tliefe words to my 

1 heart 
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heart like lightning, M'^hen I fent you ^without 
purfey and fcrip, ami JboeSy lacked ye any thing ? 
And they faidy Nothhig, Lordy Luke xxii. 35. I 
anfwered with a loud voice, “ Nothings Lordy 
nothing Lord:^ all my doubts and fears vanilhed 
in a moment, and 1 went on my way rejoicing ! 

Conftrain’d to cry by love divine, 

My God, thou art for ever mine ! • 

Since that time .1 have been richly fupplied 
with all good things. This day I am full. I 
have all, and abound j praife God, and the 
Lamb for ever ! 

The w^ork now begun to fpread in the Dales, 
Hexamfhire, North-Tyne, and foon reached 
Whitehaven. 

And now God raifed up many Preachers ; 
men eminent both for gifts and graces. Some of 
them continue local, and fome are itinerant 
Preachers to this day. The latter end of the 
year 1 749, * I left the Dales, and the dear chil- 
dren God had given me. I rode to the Smeals, 
where I parted with my dear wife and friends, 
with melting hearts, and many tears. 

In thofe days w^e had no provifion made for 
Preachers’ wives, no funds, no ftewards. He 
that had a ftalF, might take it, go without, or 
(lay at home. 

I then fet out for Briftol. I called at Chefter, 
Durham, Stockton, Thirfk, and Knarefborough, 
and found the Lord in every place. I fpent a 
few days at Leeds. Here God opened my 
mouth to fpeak his word, and I hope good was 
done. 

I preached 

* From this period, I lhall only give a fhort flcetch ot my 
Travels, and now and then mention a I'mall incident. 
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I preached at Birflal, on the top of the hill be- 
fore the foundation of the preaching-houfe was 
laid. Large congregations attended, and the 
power of the Lord was prefent to heal. I rode 
on to Halifax, and found their little Society at 
Skircfat-Green. God gave us a blefllng. I then 
rode to Rochdale and preached in the evening, 
at the widow Whittaker’s, to as many as the 
houfe could contain. They were turbulent 
enough, but we were not afraid •, for God was 
with us. Next day I rode to Manchefter, and 
preached that evening in a little garret by the 
river fide. The congregation multiplied every 
meeting. On the Sabbath-day, the old place 
would not contain them. The multitude was 
impatient to hear. The old wooden houfe (hook 
under us, and put the congregation in confufion. 
Many trembled, and fome believed. The next 
evening they procured me an Anabaptift meeting- 
houfe. The place w^as crowded. They heard 
^ with attention. Many were awakened, and 
joined themfelves to feck and worship Godt They 
immediately bought a piece of ground, and laid 
the foundation of their firft Preaching-houfe, 
which is now their dwelling- houfe. I rode 
through Che (hire, and joined a fociety at Alpra- 
ham, and another at Pool. It was an humbling 
time among the opulent farmers : the murrain 
raging among 11 their cattle. They buried them 
in the open fields. Their graves were a folemn 
fcene. The hand of the Lord was on the land* 
I vifited the fuburbs of Chefter. God begun a 
good work then, which has increafed and conti- 
nued to this day. I preached at Birmingham, Eve- 
fliam, StroucL and Kingfwood, and then rode to 
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Briftol, where I fpent a few days : and I hope 
not in vain. 

March, -20, 1750, I fet out with Mr. Wefley, 
for Ireland. We croffed the New Paflage into 
Wales, and reached Cardiff before night. 

21. We rode to Brecknock through heavy 
rain. Mr. Wefley’s mare fell twice and threw 
him over her head, but without any hurt to mart 
or bcaft. 

22. We rode to Builth. A congregation 
waited for Howell Harris, but he did not come 
at the time appointed ; fo at their requefl, Mr, 
Wefley preached. I then fpoke a few words, 
it was a time of love. The Welfh brethren 
rejoiced in the Lord. We then rode to Ma- 
chynicth, and then to Dolgelly, wtt and weary 
enough. 

24 We rode to Dannabull. It rained in- 
celfantly all the way. Our horfes were tired, and 
we were ready to faint, but God was our flrength,^ 
and we rejoiced in our little toil. 

25. We redd to Brtldoii*’rrrry. Mr. jenkin 
Morgan came to the water fide, croffed over with 
us into the Ifle of Anglefey, and then conduced 
us to his houfe, half-way between the Ferry and 
Holy-Head. 

Sunday 26, Mr. Wefley preached at HovveH 
Thomas’s, in Trefolhvin parifh. In the after- 
noon at William Pritchard’s. The people under- 
ftood no Englifh, but their looks, fighs and 
geftures fiicwed, God was fpeaking to their 
hearts ! 

We then w'ent to lodge with one Mr. Holiday, 
an Excife-man, who lived in a quiet folitary 
■ place, where no human voice w'as heard, but 
liiofe of the family. 

Wednefday 
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Wednefday 29, We rode to Holy-Head, and 
fent back our horfes with John Jane, who had 
travelled from Briftol to the Head, with three 
(hillings, and had one penny left. About eleven 
o’clock we went on board. As foon as we failed, 
we had wind and rain enough without, and a 
violent dorm in the (hip. Mr. Griffith, of Car- 
narvonfhire, a clumfy hard-faced man, faluted us 
with a volly of ribaldry, obfcenity, and blaf- 
phemy ; but God (lopped his mouth, and he was 
confounded. 

Thutfday 30, We wrought our way four 
leagues towards Ireland, but we were driven 
back in the^ afternoon to the mouth of the har- 
bour. The wind then (liifted two points, and 
we ventured out again ; by midnight we were 
got half-way over; but the wind turning full 
againft us, and blowing hard, foon brought us 
back into the Bay again. Mr. Wefley preached 
that evening on the (lory of Dives and Lazarus, 
to a room full of men daubed with gold and 
filver ; but they were foon fatisfied with it, and 
went away murmuring. After. they were gone, 
we had a comfortable meeting with a few plain 
Welchmen. 

Saturday 3 i, We were determined to wait one 
week longer, if the wind did not ferve before. 
Mr. Wefley preached in the evening. Captain 
Griffith, with his dear Gentlemen, made noife 
enough ; but our God delivered us. 

April I, We returned to Mr. Holiday’s, called 
at William Pritchard’s, then went to Llanerell 
Ymadd; but the fons of Belial would not fuller us 
to enter the place. 

Thurfday 5, Mr. Wefley preached near the 
I 3 town, 
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town, to a few precious fouls, who heard and 
obeyed the word. 

Friday 6, The wind came fair, fo we rode to 
Holy- Head early in the morning, embarked with 
a fair wind, and in the evening landed at Dub- 
lin. 1 fpent a few days in that city, and I hope 
not in vain. I then vifitcd Portarlington, Eden- 
derry,*^MountmelIick, Tyrrelfpafs, Athlone, Birr, 
and Aughrim, and found the Lord was with me 
in every place. I had great crofles, but greater 
comforts. 1 then rode to Dublin, and fpent a few 
days there with much fatisfa£Hon. 

July 22, I embarked with Mr. Wefley for Eng- 
land. We failed about ten in the morning, and 
in the afternoon came to anchor. 

Monday 23, We had a vehement fquall of 
wind, thunder, and lightning between the WeKh I 

Sands, and the rocky fliore of Lundy. We cried | 

to the Lord in our trouble, and he delivered us lA 

out of our diftrefs. d 

Tuefday 24, The wind was contrary. It blew n 

a ftorm. The feas ran mountain-high. We ^ 

were tofled in a narrow Channel, full of flioals, 
rocks, and fands. We prayed for help j our 
God heard, and brought us fafe to Pill. 

The next day I came to Briftol, w’here I fpent 
a few days with pleafure, and then fet cut for 
Newcafile-upon-Tyne. 1 vifitcd the Societies in 
my way, and they refrelhed me in the love of 
Jefus. 

1 fpent a few weeks at, and about New'caftle. 

My dear friends were glad to fee me. We re- 
joiced together. I then fet out for Whitehaven, 
where I had a good feafon. The Lord crowned 
my weak labours with fuccefs. About the latter 
end of the year 1 left Whitehaven, rode to Cock- 

crmouth, 
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ermouth, then to Penrith, and the next day came 
to Hindley-Hill. I took a fever in my journey, 
but rode on to Newlands, where I took my bed. 
My dear wife met me with joy, and grief. She 
foon catched the diforder, and we continued fick 
for many weeks. 

We lodged wnth Mr. George Hunter, a friend- 
ly man. God richly provided all things for us. 
He blefled us in our ficknefs, and reftored us to 
health. Praifed be his dear name for ever ! 

In the Spring, 1751J I fet out for Briftol. I 
met with honell John Ndfon at Leeds. We 
rode on together with fome other Preachers. 
We fpoke freely to all that Providence put in our 
way, and God bleffed our labours. Wc rode 
through heavy rains, and rapid floods ; but the 
Lord preferved both man and beaft, and brought 
us to our journey’s end in peace. . 

Monday, March ii, Our Conference begun 
at Briftol. The more we converfed, the more 
our love increafed to God and one another. We 
kept to our firft Do£lrines, and were of one heart 
and one mind. 

I then returned to Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, vifit- 
ing the brethren in my way. I preached every 
evening at feven, and every morning at five 
o’clock, and often at noon-day ; the common 
work of a Methodift Preacher. 

Monday, April 22 , I fcf out with Mr. Wefley 
for Scotland. We rode to Alnwick. Our 



friends received us with joy. We praifed God 
together. 

Wednefday, 23, We rode to Berwick. Mr. 
Wefley preached at a young man’s funeral who 
had been cut off fuddenly. It was a folemn time. » 



Many heard for eternity. 
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Thurfday, 24, We rode to Old Camus, 
through a Scotch niift. We rode paft Prclton 
Field, faw the place of battle, and Colonel Gar- 
diner’s houfe. Htre that good man, and brave 
foldier, fought and died for his King and Coun- 
try. We then rode on to Muflciborough, where 
Mr. Wefley preached in a large fchool, to a com- 
pany of wife men, fo called. 

Friday 26th, We rode back to Berwick. I left 
Mr. Wefley, and the week following returned to 
Muflelborough, where I fpent a few days. I 
preached night and morning, to a large congre- 
gation, who heard with great attention. I'his 
was the beginning of a good work in Scotland. 
Some years after, I preached at Edinburgh, Dun- 
bar, Leith, Dundee, and Aberdeen. God blefled 
his word, and raifed up witneflies to teftify that he 
had fent us to the North Britons alfo. 

In 1752, I fet out with my wife for White- 
haven, where 1 fpent a few days with pleafure 
and profit to myfelf and others. We then em- 
barked for Ireland, and after a tedious voyage 
landed at Dublin. I fpent a few weeks in that 
city, and then rode to Cork, where 1 fpent the 
winter with joy, and forrow\ We had warm 
work in that city for a long time : but the word 
of the Lord prevailed, and filenced the enemy. 

In the fpring I returned to Dublin, and met 
my wife and friends, wdio had juft efcaped the 
fire of a very hot perfecution. This year I had 
many bleflTmgs and croflTes, both by fea and land. 

ril praife my God withev’ry breath, 

O ! let me die to fee thy day ! 

Now fnatch me from this life of death, 
come my Saviour, come away ! 
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In the year I753» I Dublin and embarked 
for England. We landed at \Vhltehaven. 1 firft 
vifited the Dales, then rode lo NewcafUe, and 
the Lord was with us of a trucii. 

• In the year I754> 1 embarked at North Shields 
f for London. May 22 , our Conference begun^ 

It was a time of love. 

In June I embarked for Newcallle. I had a 
quick and pleafant paflage. I pleached to the - 
Ihip’s company, who heard the word with joy.- 
1 landed at Shields, and then carnc to the Or- 
phan-^houfe, in Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, where we 
praifed God and the Lamb, with one heart and 
voice, for mercies we had received. 

May 6, 1755, Our Conference begun at 

Leeds. The firlt queftion was, Whether wjc 
ought to feparate from the Church of England ? 

After many deep and ferious converfations, we 
concluded that it was not expedient for many 
j reafons. 

I then fet out again for Newcaftle-upon-Tyne. | 

As I was pafling through Chapel-Town, I got a j 

dreadful fall from my horfe. My foot was much 
hurt, but ail my bones were preferved : glory be 
to God and the Lamb ! 1 rode w'ith much pain 
to Newcaftle, but enjoyed great peace and a | 

calm refignation to the divine will. This I be- 
lieve was a gracious difpenfation, and was fent 
to humble me, and prepare me for a greater 
trial. 

Auguft 15, My dear wife took a fever. She i 

had great pain, and heavy afHi£fion for about I 

ten days, together with many violent temptations. 

But flie enjoyed perfedi peace, and was fully re- 
figned to the will of her heavenly Father. At | 

laft ftie triumphed over death, and without a i 

doubt, ! 
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doubt, a figh, or a groan, breathed out het 
happy foul into the arms of her adorable Re- 
deemer ! 

On the 28th, Mr. Maillot preached her fune- 
ral fermon, to a very large congregation of true 
mourners. The fame evening flie was interred, 
amongll her ancellors, in Ryton church She 
was an agreeable affectionate wife, a conftant 
friend, and a pious, humble chriftian. She 19 
now in paradife, and 1 am left to mourn. 

O may our heart and mind 
Cominually afeend 
That haven of repofe to find 
Where all our labours end ; 

Where all our grief is o’er, 

Oiir fuff’rings and our pain : 

Who meet on that eternal Ihorc 
Shall never part again. 

In July 1756, I fet out for Brillol. Our Con- 
ference begun Auguft 26th, It was a good 
feafon. 

September 15, I once more embarked for Ire- 
land, with Mr. Murlin, Olivers, Gilbert, and 
MalTiot : on the iptK we were within fight of 
land, and being well fatisfied witli a tedious and 
dangerous paffige, we left the fhip, and got into 
a fifhing boat, and after rowing very hard for 
fome hours, landed at Robertfon’s Cove, about 
twenty miles from Cork. We were poor Grangers 
now in a flrange land, among a people of a 
ftrange language ! d’here was not one inn, or 
private hoiife in the little village, that could give 
us a night’s-lodging. It was a gloomy time. 
The day was gone, and we ftood looking one at 

another 
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another like a company of poor prifoners. In 
thefe circumllances God fent us an honed farmer, 
who was a papid, and he took us home to his 
houfe in the country, and (hewed us great kind- 
nefs. We lodged that night in the midd of our 
enemies : but the Lord fufFered no man to hurt 
us. The next morning our kind hod proyided 
us horfes, and fent a fervant to condu£f us fafc 
to Cork. 

Here we met with a kind reception. Our 
friends rejoiced with us, and praifed God for all 
our deliverances. 1 lodged with old Mr. Mafliot, 
who kept a houfe too well provided for pilgrims. 
I fpent a few days in that city, preached night and 
morning, and vifited the brethren from houfe to 
houfe.- I hope good was done. 

I then fet out for Dublin, where I fpent my 
winter with pleafure and profit. 

The fpring following 1 returned to Cork, where 
I fpent about two months. 1 found much fatif- 
faftion, but not without temptations. I met 
with reproaches, and many cruel mockings, but 
found That fpirit refling upon me, which gave 
me vi£lory over reproach and (liame. 

1 then rode to Limerick, where 1 fpent a few 
weeks. I met with feme fevere trials in that 
city ; but God delivered me. I then fet out for 
Dublin. I found my body and mind very weak, 
yet not without many kind vifits from mv dear 
Lord. 

In Autumn I took a fore fever. Do£lor Rutty, 
that venerable and wife Phyfician, attended me 
faithfully, without fee or rewai'd. He thought 
my labours under the fun were ended. I bid 
farewel to the world. i vas kept in perfe£l 
peace, patient and refigned to the will of my 

heavenly 







heavenly Father. I had comfortable and clear 
views of paradife, and a world of happy fpirits. 
When to all appearance I was juft on the brink 
of eternity, i fell into a fweet reft, and dreamt 
I was dead, and faw all things prepared for my 
funeral, and that my fpirlt w'as with Chrilt, in a 
ftate of unfpeakable happincfs ; but was fent 
back again to call a few more finners to re- 
pentance. 

1 then awoke, my fever was gone, and from 
that moment I begun to recover. My ftrength of 
body foon retoirned, and the Lord fent me forth 
with a frefh coninfiftlon. 

I laboured in Ireland, till July, 1758, and then 
embarked for England, with Mr. Johnfon, Green- 
wood and Gilberts. We had a fine gale, and 
foon landed at Parkgate. 1 then rode to Briftol. 
Our Conference begjun Aug. 10. It Vv^as a good 
feafon. God crowned our meeting v. ith love and 
unanimity. 

I'he latter end of September I arrived once 
more at the Orphan-Houfe without Pilgrim- 
Street-Gatc, Newcaftle-upon-Tyne. My good 
old friends were glad to fee me, and received me 
as one raifed from the dead. 

In the latter end of this year I had fome 
thoughts of changing my life again. 1 prayed 
ipr divine dire£fion, and took the advice of fome of 
my dear f riends. One who loved me, and wifhed 
me well, recommended to me an agreeable perfon 
of a fair characler, and on April 17, 1759, we 
were married at St. Andrew’s, Newcaftle-upon- 
Tyne. God made his face to fliine upon us and 
blcflcd us, and amply rewarded me for ail my 
days of mourning. He doubly rtflored to me ail 
fpiritaai ami temporal bleffings. This was a day 
of profperity, therefore 1 thought it a day of 
great danger. 
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_ I was now favoirred with an agreeable, lovin'^ 
companion, a good houfe, a pleafartt (Ituatioif, 
and all things to make life eafy and comfortable. 
J mull confefs I found a defire to fettle, but not 
to leave my dear Mafter’s work. I begun a little 
bufinefs, and bad now a fair opportunity to Hen 
into the world : but my dear Lord would not 
lufter me. He fliewed me that bis good work 
would bring me far more gain in the end than all 
the Ihops m Newcaftle. So I fet out for the North 
and preached at Placy, Morpeth, Alnwick, Ber- 
wick, Dundee, Mufielborough, Leith, New and 
Old Aberdeen, Peterhead, and then returned 
to Newcaftle the fame way. * 

I then fet oat for Lon don Conference, vifited 
Canterbury and Dover, returned to London, atid 
then rode back to Newcaftle. In all thefe iour- 
tiies found the Lord with me, and gave his word 
fuccefs. 

In the year lytSo, I again vifited Scotland. 
The work of rhe .Lord profpered in our hands, 
iiinners were converted, mourners comforted* 
-and the faints built up in their moft holy faith^ 
We had now a fair profpea of a great liarveft 
m North- Britaipj till men of corrupt minds 
ftirred up the fpirit of vain controverfy j we then 
fpent our time and ftrength about the meaning of 
words, mllead of promoting the fear and love of 
Ood. My foul was troubled, and my fpirit 
grieved within me, to fee fo many precious fouls 
turned out of the way of holinefs and happinefs 
by noify difputes, and foolifh jangling. Thefe men 
will blulh in die laft day who have done this great 
•evil. Let me live with men of peace, who love 
«God and .their brethren, and enjoy the life of 
.religion in tlieir own fouls. 




April 28, 1761, Mr. Welley came to Edin- 
burgh, and the Lord gave his word fuccefs. 
Sinners heard with attention, and the faints re- 
joiced in God their Saviour. 

I vifited Dundee, and Aberdeen, returned to 
Edinburgh, and from thence to Newcaftle upon- 
Tyne, where God blefled his own word. I then fet 
out with hfr. W^efley and feveral of the brethren 
for Durham. Mr. Welley preached in a green 
field, by the river fide, to a very large auditory. 
One poor man was favoured with a ftone, and 
loft a little blood ; but in the general, they be- 
haved tolerably well. 1 preached in the evening, 
in the fame field, to a large congregation. A gen- 
tleman, fo called, employed a bafe man to ftrip 
himfelf naked, and fwim through the river to 
difturb the hearers ; but a good woman foon 
biffed him off the ftage, fo he was glad to return 
by the way he came, with much difgrace. Mr. 
John Greenwood informed me afterwards, that 
the very gentleman who encouraged the poor 
wretch above mentioned, was fometime after 
found drowned in the fame river. O God, thy 
judgments are unfearchable, and thy ways paft 
finding out ! 

In Auguft I left Newca(lle, and fet out with 
my* wife for London. It was a difagreeable, 
journey, but God bleffed and preferved us from 
all evil. Sept. 1, Our Conference begun. On 
the 2 2d, King George the Third was crowned. 
Royalty was confpicuoufly difplayed, and the 
glory of this prefent world fet forth in all its 
fplendour. But kings muft die, and then all 
their glory fhall vaniflr away. 

Thence we fet out for ^wcaflle-upon-Tyne, 
where I fpent my winter. 
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The latter end of July 1762, we left New- 
caftle, and fet out for Leeds. Aug. 9, our Con- 
ference begun. I was llationed in that Circuit, 

In July 1763, I fet out for London. Our Con- 
ference begun and ended in love. I then fet out 
for Scotland. I fpent my winter in Edinburgh, 

Dunbar and Berwick. We lived in a little dark 
^ room at Edinburgh, encompafied round with old 

i black walls, difagreeabie etiough : but we had a 

; good feafon, many poor fmners were converted 

to God. Wfc faw the fruit of our labours and 
rejoiced. My dear Edinburgh friends were very 
kind, efpecially Lady Gardiner, that good old 
faint, who is now with Jefus in paradife. Praife 
God for all his mercies I 

In the year 1764, I continued labouring in 
Scotland. On June .j, 1 fet out with Mr. 
i Wefley, and my wife for Aberdeen. Wc had a 
pleafant and profitable journey. This fummet 
we laid the foundation of our OiTagon at Aber- 
deen. The Lord gave me fuccefs. Many preci- 
ous fouls were awakened, and added to the ge- 
neral Aflembly and Church of the Firft-born, 
which are enrolled in heaven. 

Nov. 13, We fet out for Edinburgh', and rode 
to Dundee. The 15th, we rode to Kinghorn, 
and the next morning crofied the Firth, and took 
the flage to Edinburgh. Our friends received us 
with joy, and wc praifed God together. 

In the year 17^5, we laid the foundation of 
our Oclagon, a't Edinburgh. I met with much 
oppolition, and many difeourngements, but the 
Lord was or. my fide, and helped me. I collected 
all 1 could, gave all I could fpare, and borrowed 
above three hundred pounds to carry on and com- 
plete that building. I 
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1 preached on the Foundation one Sahbath-day 
^o a large congregation. The power of the Lord 
w'as prcl^ent to heal, and many rejoiced to fee that 
day. I preached every Lord’s- day on the Cal- 
ton-hill, a large Golgotha ! a place of a Scull f 
By preaching fo often in the cold air, to very 
large auditories, with other difficulties and hard 
labours, I laid the foundation of a very danger- 
ous difordcr in my bowels, which baffled all the 
fldll of Phyficians, and tl>e virtue of medicine, 
more than three years. But 1 could fay, 

JLc' ficknefs blaft, and d^ath devour. 

If heav*n will recempenfe cur pains t 
Perifh tke graft, and fade the flowV, 

Since firna the word of God remains.- 

In July I fet out for England. I fpent a fevr 
^ays at Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, and then rode to 
Manchefter^ Our Conference begun the 20th 
of Auguft and ended the 23d. God refreflied 
us. I vifited the brethren, and then fet out for 
{he North. 

In O^ober Mr, Alexander Coats died at the 
Orphan-Houfe, in perfect peace. I faw him fall 
afleep in the arms of our adorable Saviour, with- 
out a doubt. Farewel my brother for a feafon ! 
but we lhall meet again to part no more. 

In the year 1766, I laboured in Newcaftlc 
Circuit, hut w’as very much indifpofed. I was 
jull worn out. My bodily 'ftrength failed. 1 
was on the verge of eternity. But blelTed be 
God, 1 enjoyed great tranquility of mind, and 
very good fpirits. 

Accepting my pain, 

] no longer complain. 

But wait till at lad I the haven obtain ; 

Titf 



MR. CHRISTOPHER HOPPER. 



lOI - 



* \ Till the ftorms are all o’er. 

And aiHidled no more, 

On a plank of the fhip I cfcape to the Ihore. 

Feb. 20, That old faint, Henry Jackfon, died 
full of love, being ninety- nine years and five 
months old. Let me die his death. 

Aug. 12, Our Conference begun at Leeds. 
We enjoyed a folemn fcnfe of the prefence of 
God. We met, and parted in love. I then rode 
to Newcaflle, and fpent a few months in that 
Circuit. My diforder continued, but I could 
fay, “ When I am weak, then I am ftrong.” 

In July 1767, 1 fet out for London. God was 
with me, and gave me a will and power to preach 
his word. — Aug. 18, our Conference begui'K 
Dear Mr. Whitefield, and honeft Howel Harris 
attended. All was love ; all was harmony : it 
was a Pentecofl indeed ! 
i In the beginning of Sept. 1 768, I left New- 

* caflle-upon-'ryne, and fet out with my wife for 

" Birltal, in Yorkfiiire. The Lord brought us to 

our journey’s end in peace. We met with a 
’ bearty welcome. Our friends rejoiced with us, 
and we praifed God together. 

OnTuefday, Aug. i, 1769, Our Conference 
be gun at Leeds. The Spirit of God relied upon 
us, and made us of one mind and judgment. 

In the latter end of July, 1770, I rode to 
London. Our Conference begun Auguil the 
7th. The Lord prefided over us, and made it a 
time of love. 1 then fet out for Birftal, where 
I had laboured two years with great fatisfadlion, 
and 1 hope with feme fuccefs. 

Auguil 26, I took my leave of my dear Birflal 
friends, and rode with my wife to Bradforth in 
K 3 Yorkfiiire. 
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Yorkfliire. We met with a loving reception. I 
laboured this year with much comfort. 1 hope 
good was done. 

In the year lyyi* the Calvinifts proclaimed 
open war againft the Remonftrants. In Auguft, 
feveral of them met at our Conference in Briftol : 
but' their ftrength failed. They could do no- 
thing. For truth is great, and will prevail. 

’The two following years I laboured in New-.* 
caflle Circuit, among my dear friends and coun-' 
try men, whom 1 love for the truth’s fake. Great 
things hath the Lord done in that part of his 
vineyard. 

In the year 1.7 74» I was appointed at the Bris- 
tol Conferq|ice for Liverpool circuit. 1 took my 
leave of my dear Newcaftle friends with much 
relutflancy, and fet out with my wife for Lan- 
calhire. Sept. 26, we reached Bolton in the 
Moors, where we met with a friendly reception. 
We lodged with honeft George Elkrick. . The 
prefence of the Lord dwelt with us, and we en- 
joyed great peace. 

In the year 1775, ^ removed to Liverpool, 
where I fpent a few months with pleafure, and 
profit : 1 found much love both to the place and 
people. They bore with my bodily weaknefs> 
and refrelhed me in the Lord. 

In July 1776, 1 left Bolton, and fet out for 
London. Our Conference begun the firft Tuef- 
day in Augull. The (bout of a King was in the 
midll of us, and we praifed God together for all 
that he had done. 1 fpent a few days in that 
great city ; preached the word, vifited a few 
dear Chriitian friends, and then fet out for Man- 
chefter. 

November 
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November 7, I fet out once more for Ireland. 

The 8tli5 I reached Conway ; the 9th, Holy- 
Head *, the I oth, I embarked, and after a dan- 
gerous paflage, landed that evening in Dublin. 

I preached every evening at Wood-Street, to a 
large auditory. God blefled his word, and gave 
me fuccefs. I vifited a few poor Backfliders, 
who were glad to fee the face of an old friend. 

May God reftore them for Chrlft’s fake ! Mon- 
day the 24th, 1 embarked for England. 25th, 
landed at the Head, and took the Stage to Con- 
way — 26th, 1 came to Cheiler, and the 28th to 
Manchefter ; where my wife and friends received 
me with great joy. We praifed God for trials 
and blelTings. 

In the latter end of July, 1777, I fet out for 
Briftol. I vifited the principal Societies in my 
way, and God gave me ftrength of body and 
peace of mind. Our Conference begun the firft 
Tuefday in Auguft. We had a good feafon. 

Love to God and man crowned our meeting. I 
then rode to Manchefter, and fpent a few days 
with my old friends. I publiftied the word of 
falvation in Salford, on the Sabbath-day, to a large 
congregation. Some of our miftaken church- 
men prefented the fire-engine : but their ftrength 
failed *, they could do nothing. This vain at- 
tempt feemed to be the laft effort of a conquered 
enemy. I then fet out for Bradforth in York- 
fhire, where 1 fpent an agreeable year with Mr. 

Benfon, and my dear friends. I hope our weak 
labours were piade a bleflTing to many. 

In the year 1778, Our Conference begun at % 
Leeds, the firft Tuefday in Auguft. I was fta- 
tjoned another year, with Mr. Murlin and John- 

fon, 
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fon, in Bradfortli Circuit. We laboured together 
in love. God was with us, and gave us fuccefs. 

In the year 1779, 1 was appointed at our 
London Conference, for Coin Circuit in Lan- 
cafliire. 

Auguft 25,1 took my leave of our dear friends 
at Bradforth, and fet out with my wife for Coin, 
I met with many agreeable, and fome dihtgreea- 
ble things. The grand enemy had wounded 
many, who, 1 hope, are now healed again. We 
liave had a fevere winter, many erodes and trials, 
and many bleflings. The Lord hath owned our 
weak labours, and given us a little fuccefs. The 
lait time I vifited the ClalTes in this Circuit, we 
added thirty-eight to our number, twenty-three 
to the Church of the living God, who had found 
remifPion of fins through the Blood of our adora- 
ble Saviour. Nine have died in peace, and are 
now with the fpirits of juft men made perfedb, in 
the paradifeof God. 

1 can fay but little, about the controverfy be- 
tween the Calvinian Brethren and the Arminians. 
1 believe Chrift tailed death for every man, but 
1 do not love contention : I am no difputant : I 
therefore leave polemical Divinity to men of 
learning, abilities, and experience. 1 can only 
fay, I have been greatly humbled for my fin. I 
know in whom I have believed. I know God is 
Love. I know it by experience. He hath loved 
me, and given his Son for me. I have peace 
with God, through Faith in the Blood of Chrift. 
I am at peace with all the faints, with ail who 
love the Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity. I defire 
to follow after peace with all men. I hate tin, 
and by the grace of God I overcome it. .1 love 
holinefs, the whole mind that was in Chrift, and 

I purfue 
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I purfue it. By all means I follow on, if I may 
apprehend that, for which I was alfo appre* 
hended of Chrift Jefus. I aim at, wilh, and pray 
for all that grace, glory, and immortalicy promifed 
by the Father, and procured by the Son of his 
Love. This I call Bible-Religion, genuine Chrif- 
tianity, and this Religion t call mine. 

This I defire to recommend to all men, by 
preaching his Word in the pulpit, hi the houfe, 
and ill the way 5 in feafon and out of feafon, ac- 
cording to my ability. 

Without this Religion, all names, notions, and 
forms,* among all Be<^s and Parties, are but mere 
parade and idle fliew. Without Repemanccv 
without Faith in the Blood of Chrift, without 
holinefs of heart and life, without love to God 
and man, all is nothing. Let all men confider 
this well, and pray for, and feek after this one 
thing needful, that they may be faved from fin in 
this life, and from hell in the great day of the 
Lord Jefus I , 

/ 'T) i ' .. fr'-: '5 
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ACCOUNT OF HIS DEATH. 

By Air, At more. 

M r. hopper continued to make fome brief 
remarks concerning his preaching, till 
September 14th, from which time he wrote no 
more in his diary : but aS there appears ndthing 
very interefting or important I have omitted them. 

The following hints rcfpecting the clofe of his^ 
valuable life, I received from Mrs. Hopper, hia 
niece, and his faithful friend George Efkrick. 

About (ixtecn years ago, Mr, Hopp**r 
a houfe adjoining the Chapel at Bolton le-Moors, 
where from that time Mrs. Hopper and his fa- 
mily refided. Mr. Hopper continued his itine- 
rant labours in the neighbouring circuits till the 
Conference 1790; wdien finding the infirmities 
of old age increafing, and being no longer 
capable of “ doing the w-^ork of an evangelifb/^ 
he defilled, and from that period his labours were 
piincipally confined to Bolton ; though he gene- 
rally paid an annual vifit to his friends in York- 
fifire, and the adjacent circuits. 

Thus he continued to fpend the remainder of 
his fiirength, in that blefied w'ork, in which he 
had given indubitable proof, that his w'hole heart 
had been for many years engaged. 

He preached very frequently in Bolton ; and 
his difeourfes were generally fuch as afforded 
pieafure, infiruction, and profit to his hearers — 

a divine 
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a divine influence was manifefUy in them, and 
they were often accompanied with the Holy Ghoil 
fent down from heaven. 

His lait fermon, preached about a week before 
his confinement, from John xvi. 33. “ In 

the world ye lhall have tribulation : but be of 
good cheer j I have overcome the world,” was 
attended with a peculiar blelBng to many, and it 
was obferved that he feemed to preach with an 
uncommon degree of energy and power. 

In the beginning of December 1801, while 
cutting a loaf of bread, his arms fuddenly fell, 
and it was fuppofed that he had diflocated his 
(houlder. His pain was very excruciating, and 
from that time he was confined to the houfe, and 
his health gradually declined. He had alfo ano- 
ther complaint of a very painful nature, fuppofed 
to have been the efi'eHs of his incelTant labours 
and fufferings, in the early part of his minifterial 
life. This, in conjuiuTion with the violent pain 
in his arm and flioulder, caufed him to confume 
away like a garment fretted by the moth, and he 
was for fome weeks before his death reduced 
almoft to a Ikeleton. In the beginning of Fe- 
bruary he was confined to his room, and foon 
after to his bed. His pains and fufferings were 
very fevere, but he. bore, them with -invincible 
patience and chriftian fortitude. He would fome- 
times feelingly exclaim, “ J.,ord Jefus, pity a 
poor fufferer j” but would inftantly fay, “ it is 

all right — It is all right It will foon be over 

His will be done.” The enemy of his foul 

was never permitted in the leait to difturb him — 
nor once to approach his dwelling : So that it 
appeared, as he himfelf faid to me, he had 
quitted the field. His old faithful friend GV rge 
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-fat up with him every fecond night, arid 
fometimts two nights together, and was a wit- 
•fiefs of his extreme fufFering^, and his holy re- 
■Agnation to the will of hrs heavenly Father. 

The laft day or two, he lay quite compofed ; 
he fpolte very little, but was frequently engaged 
in earned, fervent prayer — often faying, « Come 
Lord Jefus, come -quickly.” He was foon an- 
fwered to the full and everlading joy of his foul : 
and on Friday evening March 5th, 1802, about 
feven o’clock, did this venerable Saint, and emi- 
nent Servant of the Lord Jefus Chrid, enter into 
■his Mader’s joy. 

He had given particular direeSfions concerning 
his funeral, and agreeable to his own requed, his 
remains were depofited in a new vault, on a fpot 
of ground he himfelf had pointed out when in 
perfe£l; health, in the New Church Yard in Bolton. 
His funeral was attended by many hundreds of 
his friends, and the inhabitants of the 'Town, 
“and its vicinity — and his body was committed to 
the earth, “ in fure and certain hope^f a glo- 
rious and triumphant refurre<Sfion to eternal life, 
through our I^ord and Saviour Jefus Chrid,” 

From the preceding Memoir it appears that Mr. 
Hopper v/as a fteady follower of Chrid for up- 
wards of fifty- nine years, and a faithful Preacher 
of the Gofpel for about fifty-feven. 

1 do not mean toinfinuate that he was without 
his failings, if he had, he had ceafed to be man ; 
but I never heard that a dngle charge of immora- 
lity was ever preferred againd him j throughout 
the -whole of his chridian courfe, he preierved 
un uniform condu£l and character. 

He was a plain man, of good underdandlng, 
of fome learning, and lound Judgment — deeply 

experienced 
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«»penenced in the wiles of fatan, and -the deal- 
ings of God with the fouh of men — Scribe 
ivell inftrutled in the things of the kingdom — a 
workman who needed not to be alhamed, righriy 
xlividing the word of truth. 

Kis talents for the MiniRry were very conli- 
-derable ; but he was altogether an original^ and 
liis matter and method w'ere peculiar to himfelf. 
He w'as a Boanerges^ a “ fon of thunder” to the 
-carlefs Gnner, whom he frequently made to trem- 
ble, while he forcibly preached the terrors of the 
^ L,ordy and nvarned him to fee from the wrath to 

i corne^ To him alfo the Lord had given the 

“ tonsue of the learned, and he knew well how to 
fpeak a word in fealon to him that was weary 
«le was a “ fon of confoiation” to the “ mourners 
in Zion.” To thefe he proclaimed the Saviour 
of the world — the Lamb- 'Jehovah (as he ufed to 
term him) as the only foundation of their hope and 
confidence, for pardon, holinefs and heaven. To 
the humble, faithful believer, he preached the 
the Lord that bought him^ as made of God unto 
him wifioni and right eoufie/s, fa n Li f ration and re~ 
demption : at the fame time he “ alJarmed con- 
(lantly, that they who had believed in God, 
(hould be careful to maintain good works.” Thus 
did this man of God, for upwards of half ,a cen- 
tury, warn every mnn, and teach every man in ail 
wifdom^ that he might prejent every man perfect in 

Chrift Jfit, 

Few men that have appeared on the public 
theatre of the world for fo many years, inve 
preferved a more unblemitlied charaffer, con- 
xiuefea themfelves with greater propriet/. -.-r been 
» .iTiore julllv or generally, beloved and reipeebed. 

: ‘ L His 




His labours for a feries of years, were very 
extenfive and fuccefsful. He formed fome of 
the firft Societies in the North of England, vifiN 
cd Ireland feveral times, was the firft Methodift 
Preacher who went into North Britain ; and 
travelled through a great number of the Circuits 
in this kingdom, with honour to himfelf and 
profit to the people. He now refts from his la- 
bours, and his works will follow him. 
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VJi^OME months ago a (ketch of my Life was 
publiflied in the Arminian Magazine. But as 
the nature of that work would not admit of a 
circumflantial account, I was obliged to omit 
many particulars, which may be ufeful to ferious 
Readers. This confideration, together with the 
importunity of my friends, have induced me to 
enlarge the fubjeci;. 

I was born in the parifli of St. Stephen Bren-' 
well, in the county of Cornwall, about the be-' 
ginning of Augull 1722. I was fecond fon of 
Richard and Eliz. Murlin. I was fent to fchool 
w^hen very young, where I was taught to read, 
and to fay iny catechifm, &c. And, as my 
' L 2 Father 
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Father feared God, he inftru£led his children iff 
the principies of Reltgioil, and caufsd us to attend 
fhe church on the Sabbath-day. 

As I was their youngefl child, they indulged 
me too much. The conl'equence was, felf-w’iil, 
and pallion difeovered themfelves in me very 
fcon. Sometimes I difobeyed my parents ; and 
frequently quarrelled 'with my elder brother.- 
I allb iwore and told lico j though not fo ft'e- 
nn^ntly as many children did. But, notwith- 
fiandlng thl?t, even at this early period, I fre- 
quently bad lerious thoughts of God and eternity 9 
but they foon wore off for want of more fpiritual 

inllfu^fion. 1 » 

As my Father was a farmer, 1 was employed 
in that bufinefs till I was near thirteen years of 
age. About this time he died ; and I have rea- 
fon to believe died in peace. 

I was now defirous of learning the bufinefs of 
a Carpenter, and accordingly, at Michaelmas 
173^, 1 was bound to one, for feven years. My 
mailer lived utterly without God in the world : 
he was much given to fwearing, and taking 
God’s name in vain ; and 1 too readily followed 
his example. He had a little eftate of his own, 
on which I was employed a great part of nay 
time ; and, as he did not well underlland his 
bufinefs himfelf, I made' but little progrefs 
therein. 

At Michaelmas 1742, my apprenticelhip end- 
ed. ‘ I then went to work with another mailer, 
where 1 continued feveral years, and made con- 
fiderable progrefs both in my bufinefs and learn- 
ing ; applying myfelf in the day-time to my trade, 
and in the evenings to writing and accounts. 
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But all this time I was an enemy both to God 
fend my own foul. Indeed at times I had con- • 
vi^Hons of fin, and fome concern about my fu- 
ture ftate : but being furrounded by thofe who 
had no thought of God, and having no one to 
dire£I me, I quickly ftifled my convi6Iions and 
became worfe than before. To curfing and 
fwearing, I foon added gaming and drunkennefs. 
Lord ! how great is thy mercy in fparing thofe 
who live in fuch rebellion againft thee ! 

At this time my mother, who lived about 
feven miles off, heard the Methodifts, who were' 
inftrumental in the hand of God in bringing her 
to the knowledge of the truth. After fhe had 

G ^ 

tafted the good word of Gody and the powers oj 
the world to come^ fhe wreftled with the Lord on 
my account, who in a fhort time heard and aii- 
fwered her to the joy of her heart. 

When I left my place, I returned home, and 
began bufinefs for myfelf. I was then delivered' 
from my old companions, and by that means, 
freed from many fnares and temptations, which 
before I was expofed to. 

February 1749, 1 heard the Methodifts. The 
word was attended with the detnofif ration of the ' 
fpirit and with powers By this means I was foon 
brought under deep convidlion. The remem- 
brance of my fins was now grievous to me ; 
and the burden of them was intolerable. My 
relations were fometimes afraid I fliould lofe my 
reafon. I fafted and prayed much, and often 
thought that a burnt cruft was too good for fuch 
a wretch as me. T^he arrows of the Almighty ftuck 
faft in me^ and his hand preffed me fore, I fre- 
quently kneeled at my bedfide, and wreftled with 
God in prayer till near midnight : and fometimes 

L 3 I w as 
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1 was afraid to lie down in bed left I ftiould 
awake in hell. At other times I fell on the 
ground and roared for the very difquietnefs of 
my heart. Sometimes I was forely tempted that 
the day of grace was part ; and that, though I 
fought, I fhould never find mercy at the hand of 
God. 1 remember, one afternoon, fatan was per- 
mitted to iiije£l biafphemous thoughts into my 
mind to fuch a degree, that they greatly affe£led 
both my body and mind. I felt fomething of that 
diitrefs which David mentions in the i i6th pfalmH 
The forrows of death compafled me, and the 
pains of hell gat hold upon me : I found trouble 
and forrow. Then called I upon the name of the 
Lord , O Lord, I befeech thee, deliver my foul 
|j At other times, when I heard the Preachers 

of the love of Chrift, . and of his willingnefs to 
fave poor loft finners, it fixed my convi£lions the 
deeper, to think 1 fhould be fuch a rebel againft 
fo loving a Saviour. But, blefled be God ! 
though my convictions were very deep, they 
did not conti lue long. 

In April, I heard Mr. Downs- preach on part 
of the fifteenth chapter of St. Luke. He told 
us how willing the Lord was to receive returning 
prodigals : under this fermon I found a great de- 
liverance. My burden was taken away. And 
from that day, I never found that diftrefs 1 felt 
before. But, as yet, 1 was not fully fatisfied 
that my fins v/ere forgiven. 

After this 1 had a calm ferenity in my foul, 
and often much peace and joy : but I wanted a 
clearer manifeftation of the pardoning love of 
God. And this he was pleafed to give me foon 
after, under the preaching of Mr. Richard Tra- 
than. I could then indeed fay, “ O Lord, I 

will 
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will praife thee ! Though thou waft angry with 
me, thine anger is turned away, and thou com- 
forteft me. Behold, God is my falvation ; I will 
truft and not be afraid ; for the Lord Jehovah is 
my ftrength and my fong, he alfo is become my 
falvation. And although, fince then, I have met 
with fore trials, and fometimes have been brought 
very low ; yet 1 have never loft my confidence of 
the favour of God, and truft, I never (hall. 

Some time after this, Mr. William Roberts, 
(then the travelling Preacher in our Circuit,) 
told me, “ Ifou muft' take care of the little 
Clafs.” I was ftruck with fear, and went out 
of the room, telling him, “ I cannot undertake 
it.” But he infifted on it *, and as the people de- 
fired I fhould, I at laft complied, though with 
great reluctance ; for I thought there were fome 
in the Clafs whofe abilities were far fuperior to 
mine. 

I then bought a large bible, with fome other 
books, and applied myfelf to prayer and to read- 
ing the holy Scriptures. And it pleafed God to 
open my underftanding more and more, to fee 
the wondrous things contained in his word. 

About this time I was often befet by fome dif- 
putatious Anabaptifts, who endeavoured to prove 
unconditional EleClion. I generally ftopt them 
fhort by alking, “ Do you believe abfolute :Re- 
probation ? Do you think that the merciful God 
did, from all eternity, appoint the greateft part 
of the human race to eternal damnation, without 
any poflibility of being faved ? If you believe 
that he appointed the end, do you not believe 
that he alfo appointed the means to bring them 
to it : and if fo, do you not make him the author 
of all the fin that ever was committed On 

their 
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their confefllng that they did believe this, I told 
them I could not be of their minds for feveral 
reafons. 

Firft, Becaufe it would be unjuft to appoint 
them to fin, and then to punifh them with ever- 
lafting fire for fulfilling that appointment. 

Secondly, Becaufe it would impeach God’s 
veracity, who has pofitively afferted, “ that he 
will have all men to be faved, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth more efpecially, feeing 
he condefcends to confirm this truth with an 
oath, fwearing, As I live, I have no pleafure 
in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 
turn from his way and liv'e.” 

Thirdly, Becaufe if God intended that the 
greateft part of the human race ftiould unavoid- ' 
aoly fuffer eternal torments, he would not have 
given his only begotten Son to die for them ; ac- 
II cording to thefe declarations ; “ God fo loved 

the world that he gave his only begotten Son^ 
that wholoever believeth in him, fhould not pe- 
riih, but have everlafting life. And he is the 
propitiation for our fins : and not for ours only> 
but alfo for the fins of the whole world.” 

Fourthly, Becaufe if he had intended to fend 
the greater part of his heiplefs creatures to hell, 
without a polfibility of being faved, he would 
not' have fent his Spirit to “ convince the world of 
fin, of righteoufnefs, and of a judgment to come ; 
much lefs would the grace of God that bringeth 
falvation have appeared to all men*, teaching 
them, that ’denying ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, 
they (hould live fobcrly, righteoully, and godly 
in this prefent world. Looking for that blefled 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrilt. When they 

found 
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found that they could not prevail, they went 
away and gave me no farther trouble. h 

After this I met my Clafs conftantly, to whom ^ 

I fbmetimes gave a word of exhortation, and i,j 

^ never found myfelf more happy than when among | 

I ' the children of God. % 

\ There were at this time in the neighbourhood | 

‘ feveral local Preachers : but they had more places 

to preach at on a Sabbath-day than they could f 

poflibly fupply. One of them, (Thomas Ran-^ i-i 

dali) came to me and faid, ** The people are | 

ftarving for want of bread : and can you witb- I 

hold it from them ? The Lord has put ft into |l 

■ your hand j but you are not a good fteward : I 

other wife you would difpcnfe to all, their portion | 

of meat in due feafon.” His words made a deep | 

imprellioh on my mind ; for, before this, I had | 

a convi<f^ion that it was my duty to call finners | 

to repentance. And though I put him off for ;} 

the prefent, yet I could not fhake off a continual ^ I 

fear, left I was burying my talent in the earth ; 
and fhould be condemned at laft, as an unprofit- 
able fervant. 

Some time after, preaching had been appoint- 
ed at a neighbouring place v and no Preacher was 
at liberty to go. Word was fent to me, that if 
I did not go, the people would bc difappointed, 

I was then in a ftrak, and knew not what to do. 

I prayed for dire£fion, and then came to this re- 
folution, “ I will go this once, and fee whether 
I am enabled to fpeak to the people or not \ fo 
fliall I be better fattsfied either to fpeak again, or 
to be filent.” Accordingly F took my horfe and 
fet out with a trembling heart. When I came to 
the place there were more people than the houfe 
would contain : this obliged me to preach in the 

open 
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open alir : when I flood up it was with much 
fear and trembling. However I gave out a 
hymn, and went to prayer, wherein I found un- j 

expe£led liberty. I then read Acts iii. 19, « Re- 1 

pent ye, thei^efore, and be converted, that your f 

fins may be blotted out, when the times of re- 
frefhing fhall come from the prefence of the 
Lord.” The Lord fet both my heart and tongue i 

at liberty^, to declare his word. The people t 

heard not only with great attention ; but fhowers ' 

of tears ran down many cheeks. The good im- 
prclllons then made were not only deep, but lad- 
ing : for when I was in Cornwall, in July 1777, 
fome well remembered what they had heard be- 
tween twenty and thirty years before. 

After this I laboured condantly as a local 
Preacher. And though my abilities were not 
large, yet God gave me favour in the eyes of the i 

people ; and it pleafed him to make the plain 
words I fpoke, a blefllng to many fouls. 

At this time the world began to fmile on me. 

Living with my Mother, my board cod me no- 
thing : I got money fad at my bufinefs : and had 
a rich uncle who appeared to have a great regard 
for me : I had a good horfe to ride whereVer I 
pleafed, and was happy in the midd of my chrif- 
tian friends. I alfo built me a houfe in the parifli 
of St. hlewan, in order to fix my tabernacle 
there. 

Jud then I received a letter from Mr. Wefley, 
enquiring if I was willing to be a travelling 
Preacher ^ And if I was, defiring me to go in- 
to the Wed of Cornwall. I wrote back my ob- 
jeclions : i. That my aged Mother defired I 
would not leave her : 2. That not only my Re- 
lations, but my chridian Friends were unwilling 

to 
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to part with me : and 3. That though I might 
be of fome ufe among my neighbours, yet my 
abilities were not equal to fo great a work. Mr. 
Wefley fully anfwered all my objedions. I faw 
the things of this world, were not worthy to be 
compared with the things of God ; and though 
my mother defired my company, (he was not 
dependent on me ; neither could I find any ma- 
terial reafon why I fliould not travel. So after 
a (hort ftruple in my mind, I refolved to give up 
all for Chrift : and, accordingly, October, 12, 
1754, I took my horfe, and without delay, went 
into the Weft of Cornwall. Here I laboured 
till Auguft 1755, with much fatisfadion ; and^ 
I hope, the word was a blelfing to many. 

When the Preachers w'ho were appointed for 
Cornwall the enfuing year came, I left the county 
and laboured about fix weeks in Devonftiire. 
From thence I rode to Briftol, where I fpent a 
few weeks very agreeably. Then I fet off for 
London, where (through mercy) I fafely arrived 
on the 30th of Odtober, 1755. Here I received 
much benefit from the ferious, loving conver- 
fation of our chriftian friends : I alfo found a 
great bleffmg in difpenfing the word. But 
my ftay here was very ftiort ; for, in about a 
fortnight, 1 fet off for Norwich: when.l came 
within fight of the city, I wept over it, and lifted 
up heart to God in prayer, that he might blefs 
my labours in that place. I believe the Lord 
heard, and anfwered my prayer ; for, though we 
were much perfecuted, he was pleafed to blefs 
the word of his grace to many fouls. 

I left Norwich on the 8th ot February 
and came to London on the 13th. Here", I again 
found a refuge from the ftorm. After fge -mg 
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three months very comfortably in and near Loft- 
don, I fet oiT for Canterbury, where I met with a 
•few friends who were Ifraelites Indeed ! in whofe 
converfation I found great fatisfa6Hon. Oh 
what a blefhng it is to be with thofe who are truly 
devoted to God ! 1 fpent about fix w'eeks here, 
and at Dover, Sandwich and a few other places, 
with great pleafure and profit to my own foul ; 
and 1 hope many others were profited by my 
labours. The rath of July, 1 returned to Lon- 
don again, w'here 1 flayed about three weeks, 
and on the id of Auguft fet oiF for Portfmouth, 
where I arrived fafe on the 3d. After fpending 
fix days here, 1 eroded over to the Ifle of Wight,* 
where I found a few difciples at Newport, who 
had made choice of God for their portion : 
efpecially three in one houfe •, one of whom had 
been confined to her bed for fome years, but 
happy in God, and waiting for her difibiution. 
Oh how much better is it to dwell in the cottage 
of Fanny Bevas with Chrifl:, than to dwell in 
the palace of Alexander or Nero, without him I 
After fpending two nights in the idand, I re- 
turned to Portfmouth *, and on the 1 3th took 
liorfe early in the morning, and came to London 
the fame evening. 

After fpending a few days here, Mr. Olivers 
and I fet off together for Briftol Conference, 
where we arrived fafe on the 21ft. At this Con- 
ference we were oppointed to labour in Ireland ^ 
but were obliged to wait till the 15th of Sep- 
tember for a fhip ; then and three other 

Preachers, embarked w’ith Captain Davis, and 
after a rough padage of four days, landed fafe at 
Robinfon’s Cove. This year 1 had trials, and 
' -confolatlons, 
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confolations, and I hope fome fmall iuccefs In my 
feeble labours. 

The 19th of July 1757, I embarked at Dub- 
lin, and landed at Parkgate on the 2cth. After 
fpending a few days at Cheller, I fet otf for the 
Conference at London. From thence, 1 fet otf 
for Whitehaven, where I arrived fafe on the 3 1 (I 
of Augull : here the Lord bleft me greatly both 
in my labours and in my own foul : many finners 
were convinced and converted, and the Society 
was much increafed. Here 1 met with Benjamin 
Bigg, who travelled with me three or four years. 
He was a favourite fervant of the old Sir James 
Lowther, and was the only perfon in the room 
when his mafter died. Sir William, the next 
heir to Sir James, left my friend fifty pounds a 
year for life, which he fpent in doing good. 

The 20th of April 1758, I embarked with my 
companion for Liverpool ; but the Captain of the 
vefTel deceived his palTengers, and carried us all 
to the Ille of Man, where we flayed a week. The 
fecond evening, I preached in a large large barn, 
but on Sunday it would not contain the congre- 
gation, fo I was obliged to preach abroad. The 
people in general behaved well, and gave great 
attention. After I left the Ifland, fome of them 
fent to Whitehaven, defiring to have another 
Preacher. But it was fome years before another 
» was fent : there being fo little probability of 
doing any confiderable good while the w'hole 
Ifland was a neft of Smugglers. The Duke of 
Athol was then King of the Ifland : but the cafe 
is now^ altered ; for fipce it has been purchafed 
of the 13 uke and united to the Crown of Lng- 
land, that dctcflaifle trade is rooted out : a conli- 
derablc part of the Ifland is cultivated ; at one 

M part 
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part of It, a herring fifhery is cftabliHied ; at 
anotlier, a large linen manufadlory. And now 
we fee the fruit of our labours there in the con- 
vcrfion of many fmners to God. 

After we had been in the Ifland above a week, 
we embarked again for Liverpool *, from thence 
we haftencd on, and got to Briftol the 9th of 
Augull, in time for the Conference. 

When the Conference ended i I laboured in 
the Wiltftiire Circuit with great fatisfa£Hon till 
January 1759. 1 then received a letter from Mr. 

Wefley, who defired me to lialten to Norwich 
with all fpeed : for he had taken the charge of 
the late Mr. Wheatley’s Tabernacle, and people j 
and a charge it was indeed ! for many of Wheat- 
ley’s dear Lambs were little better than Wolves. 
Some who were lincere among them joined with 
our Society j fome of them joined with William 
Cudworth, the Antinomian ; and fome met with 
one Elcey Good. I then clearly faw the dread- 
ful confequences, which attended the dodfrine 
of fuch Preachers : their hearers were not con- 
verted to God, and their lives were a fcandal to 
the gofpel of ChrilL What from outward per- 
fecutions and the irregular lives of profeflbrs, I 
met with many trials the three months I Hayed 
there ; yet the Lord was my fupport, and before 
I left them, things appeared to wear a brighter 
afpe6i. Many of the triflers had left us, and 
others had joined in their Head : and in general 
we had a ferlous congregation. 

I flayed at Norwich from the 30th of January 
till the beginning of May, and on the 4th, I 
went to Colchefter, where i flayed a few months, 
and came back to London on the 5 th of Novem- 
ber. This was like putting into harbour after a 

fevere 
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fevere ftorm. But alas ! here we have no conti- 
nuing city. Oh that we may feek one to come, 
whofe builder and maker is God ! 

December i ith, I left I^rrdon again, aAd came 
to Canterbury on the i2tb, and laboured near 
three months in the Kent Circuit, with much 
fatisfadbion. Juft as 1 was going to leave that city, 
a widow Gentlewoman of confiderable fortune 
made her cafe known to Mr. Lepine, and told 
him flie (l>ould be very glad i£ I would call and 
take 3 breakfaft with her. Mr. Lepine brought 
the melFage, and accordingly I called on her, and 
we had fome converfation together on a fubje£t 
of a very ferious nature : and though 1 intended 
to alter my ftate, if 1 could meet with a fuitablc 
compamon, yet on mature deliberation, I found 
fhe was not the perfon with whom I could be 
happy. My chief reafon was, a fear that Ihe was 
not devoted to God. 

On the 28th of February 1760,* I returned to 
London again. I found it once more a place of 
reft; for here I had only to pi%ach night and 
morning; without taking charge of the Society. 
Here were alfo many helps to bring us forward 
in our fpiritual journey. Here I could live and 
die : but thy will be done. 

I left London in April, and on the 26th, I ar- 
rived at Bedford. While 1 ftayed here, I had a 
fevere fever, which I hope was a profitable fchool; 
I could fay it was good for me that I was afflict- 
ed. The Apothecary poured in his drugs *, but 
I was almoft burnt up with thirft, and wanted a 
good draught of w^ater, which I could not obtain, 
till one night after moft of the family were in 
bed, I prevailed with the fervant girl to fet a bot- 
tle by my bed-fide. 1 took a hearty draught and 
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fell into a fweat, ami by the next evening (through 
mercy) I was able to preach. 

On the 28th of May I returned to London 
again, and through a kind Providence got ac- 
quainted with Mrs. Elizabeth Berrisford, whom 
1 vilited feveral times while I flayed in town. 
And I hope our vifits were profitable : we feldom 
parted without prayer. 

In Augufl, Mr. Jones, Mr. Hampfon, and I, 
fet off for Briltol. Having been abfent from my 
friends above five years, I had a defire to pay 
them a vifit : fo after the Conference, 1 went 
with Mr. Wefley to Cornwall. After 1 had fpent 
a little time at home, I continued to labour in 
the Eaft of Cornwall with much fatisfadtion till 
February 1761. 

1 then received a letter from Mr. Wefley, de- 
firing me to haften away to my old ftation at Nor- 
wich. So I had a journey to take of betw'een 
three and four hundred miles in the dead of win- 
ter. How'ever, I fet off and reached Norwich 
the 14th of March. Here I continued till Aug. 
and laboured with more fatisfadfion, and more 
fuccefs than I had the year before. 

After our Conference I went'into Suflex, where 
I met with a young Clergyman whom God had 
called out of darknefs into his marvellous light. 
But as there is no communion between light and 
darknefs, his Rector foon differed with him. 
He then joined the Methodifls, and fiince that 
time he has laboured as a faithful fervant in his 
mailer’s vineyard. 

November the 9th, I came back to London, 
and continued in town four months. On the 
Iith of February 1762, (after near two years 
acquaintance) 1 was married to Mrs. Elizabeth 
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Berrisford. She has proved a faithful compa- 
nion, and travelled with me through a great part 
of this kingdom, and has rather been a fpur than 
a hinderance to me in the work of the miniftry. 

Lord, reward her a thoufand fold in her own 
bofom ! 

On the loth of April we fet off in the ftage 
for Bedford. When we came wkhin a few miles . 

of the place, one of the horfes dropped down 
and died in a few minutes. How uncertain is 
life, either in man or beaft ! While we were in 
thofe parts, I vifited Towcefter, Whittlebury, 
and fome other places, and found a bleffing 
among thofe hmple, honeft-hearted people. 

We returned to London again on the 3d of 
May, where we Hayed about fix weeks, and then 
fet off once more for Norwich, where we ar- I 

rived fafe on the 19th of June. Here, 1 gene- 
rally preached twice, fometimes thrice a day ^ 
befide meeting the Society, vifiting the Tick, See. 

But, Lord, what haft thou done to fave finuers \ 

What haft thou done to fave me ? 

We ftayed at Norwich above four months, and 
returned to London on the 3d of November. 

The 19th we fet off again to vifit our Friends in 
Oxford and in Buckingharnfhire, an.d the Lord 
was very gracious to me in this journey. On 
Tuefday, December the 7th, as I was going from 
High-Wicombe to Epftone, I called at a farm- 
houfe to enquire the road j the miftrefs.who di- 
reefted me, went in and told the family there was ’ 

a Methodift Preacher gone to Mrs. Clark’s. The | 

mafter o: the houfe, with his fon and daughter, 
the man, and maid fervant, in a ftiort time fet 
off to hear the Preacher. On the road, the 
mafter faid, if the man does not fpeak good \ 

M 3 fenfe. 
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fenfc, I will confound him before the people. 
When they came into the houfe they could not 
fit together for laughing. I preached on Rom. 
viii 9, “ Now if any man have not the Spirit 
of Chriil, he is none of his.” The Lord was 
pleafed to fend the word with power to all their 
hearts. Their laughing was turned into mourn- 
ing, and their joy into heavinefs > fo they re- 
turned home with broken and contrite hearts. 
Some time after, when the mafter was on his 
death bed, he fent for a Preacher to pray with 
him, and I hope he is now in paradife. After- 
wards Mrs. Clark had preaching at her houfe, 
and I believe it continues there to this day. Lord, 
let them all be found at thy right-hand in the 
great day of accounts. 

On December 15th, we returned to London 
again, where we continued till the 5th of March 
1763. We then fet off for Canterbury. I was 
much bleft in my own foul the two months i 
Itayed in this Circuit ; and I hope the Lord made 
his word a blelfing to many. On the ift of 
April, being Good-Friday, I preached on John 
xix. 5. Rehold the Man ! My heart was melted 
down with love to my Redeemer, who had fuf- 
fered death upon the crofs for our redemption : 

I was exceeding happy in my own foul, and I 
believe many found a remarkable blefliiig that 
evening. The next night, being Eader-Eve, I 
dreamt I faw Chrift on the crofs, and the wound 
of the fpcar in his bread : to which wound I 
faw one fly for confolation. I then thought he ; 
came down from the crofs and flood on the 
ground, with his fervant Mofes on his leftiiand. 

1 then began to examine myfclf whether 1 was-, 
hncere ot not, and thought 1 could appeal to 
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him, that it was my d^fire to do his will. Yet I 
was confcious that if he was to mark iniquity, 
he could find caufe enough to condemn me. I 
then thought I went towards him weeping, and 
confeffing my fins. As I went forward begging 
for mercy, I thought his merciful eye overlooked 
them all. When I was come near, he bid me 
ftretch out my right-hand, which I immediately 
did. He then took hold of it and kifled it ; at 
w'hich 1 found great conlblation in my foul. As 
1 had reafon to believe this was from God, it 
filled me with joy and thankfulnefs. 

Tlie 4th of May we returned to London, 
where we ftayed two months, and then fet off 
for Norv\fich again, and arrived fafe the 2d of 
July. Here I continued in my old ftation till the 
3 1 It of October, and the I>ord blefi: my labours 
with a mea'fure of fuccefs. On the 2d of No- 
vember we came to London once more, where 
we continued till the 7th of February 1764. 
Then we fet off again, and on Fridary loth 
came to Salifbury. The Lord was very gracious 
to me in this journey. On Sunday the 12th, I 
preached in the evening from Hofea ii. 16, T/)cu 
^alt call me IJhi. The Lord bleft the word to 
many : one young man in particular, was then 
juftified, and ever fince has been an ornament to 
his profeffion. 

On Wednefday the 15th, we arrived fafe at 
Brillol where I laboured with much fatisfa(Stion 
above five months. Here the people are efta- 
blifhed in religion, and many of them much de- 
voted to God. Our Conference this year was in 
this city, in the beginning of Auguft : after 
which, Mr. Wefley had propofed to vifit the 
Societies in Devonfhire and Cornwall \ but hav- 
ing 
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ing a fudden call to London, he defired me ta 
fupply his place. This I did willingly ; and the 
more fo, as my Wife had never feen my Relati- 
ons. Accordingly, I fet off on Monday the 
13th, and preached at Limpfom that night. 
Tuefday the 14th, I preached at Taunton, and 
on Wednesday 15th, at Collumpton. Here I 
met my old friend Mr. William Roberts : what 
pity that a man of fuch eminent abilities fliould 
be confined to fo narrow a fphere ! Ou Thurf- 
day the i6th, 1 preached at Exeter. On Friday 
the 1 7th, we met feveral of our friends on the 
road who came from Plymouth-Dock, expedling 
to meet Mr. Wefley. They returned with us, 
and as foon as I came to Dock, I went immedi- 
ately to the preaching-houfe, which was quite 
full of people, and though they were difappoint- 
ed in the inftrument, our Lord did not difap- 
point us : for he crowned our afiembly with 
his prefence. I preached again on Saturday 
1 8th, and twice the next day. Here I met with 
John Trembath, once an eminent Preacher, and 
an inftrument for good to thoufands ; but now 
miferable in his own mind, and I fear a (lave to 
fin ! . Oh, how are the mighty fallen, and the 
weapons of war j>erifhed ! Shall he, after preach- 
ing to others, become a caftaway himfelf ? Ra- 
ther let him once more awake, and ftrive to fave 
his own foul with thofe who have heard him ! 

After morning preaching on Monday the 20th, 
we fet off, croffed Saltafh-Paflage, and went on 
to John Bunt’s, near Lelkard, where we lodged 
that night. Tuefday the 21ft, we arrived fafe 
at St. Auftle, where we were met by my mo- 
ther and uncle ; who were glad to fee me and 
their new relation. After preaching, we went 
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home with my mother, where I left my wife the 
next day, and fet off to fupply thole places where 
Mr. Wefley was expecled. The congregations 
were very large in moff places. I rejoiced to fee 
many of my old acquaintances ftill travelling in 
the road to Sion, and found fweet communion 
with God in this journey. 

Wednefday September 1 2th, I returned home, 
and after vifiting a few Societies in the neigh- 
bourhood, we took oar leave of our Friends. 
Oh that we may all meet on the mount of God, 
where pain and parting fliall be no more I 

Monday the 17th, we fet off for Port-Ifaac, 
and after vifiting the Societies on the Weflern 
Coaft, we came to Briftol on Thurday the 27th, 
where we ftayed a few days ; and on Monday 
0£fober iff, we fet off again, and arrived fafe 
in London on Thurfday the iith. We fpent 
about three months in town ; but this is not our 
reffing place : Lord bring us fafe at laff, where 
the weary are at reft ! 

On Tuefday, January 15, 1765, we fet off 
for Leeds, vifiting the Societies as we went along. 
On Thurfday 24th, we came to Sheffield, where 
Mr. Wefley clefired me to ft ay a few weeks, in 
order to ftill the mob, if it w'as poffible. I hope 
my ftay here w'as of ufe, as the perfecution was 
much abated before I went aw^ay. 

March 8th, we came to I^eeds. I laboured in 
this Circuit with much fatisfa£fion for five 
months. It being a remarkable dry fummer, 
the pastures were almoft burnt up, and the cattle 
ready to perifli for want. I appointed Friday, 
Auguft 2(1, for day of faffing and prayer, by the 
SocietTs of that Circuit. We met at five o’clock 
in the morning, again at eight, at one, and at 
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feven in tlie evening. When we came out froiti 
prayer at eight o’clock in the morning, our gra- 
cious Father fent a few gentle drops on the earth,. 
At one o’clock we met again, and I expounded 
Deutronomy xi. 13, and the following verfes. 
When we came out we had a gentle fliowcr. 
After the evening fervice, the heavens grew black 
with clouds, and when we got up the next morn- 
ing, the earth w'as greatly refrefhed wdth rain, 
which coiitittucd to fall upon it. This proved a 
blelTing to many fouls, wTien they fa w fuch a re- 
markable anfwer to prayer. Elijah fent his fer- 
vant feven times before the rain came *, hut the 
I>oril was pleafed to anf ver us on tixe lecond. time. 
Whenever I think of that day, my heart melts 
with gratitude to God, for his great cond.fccu- 
fion in anfwering the prayers of hig feeble and 
unworthy children. 

Monday the j 9th, we fet off for the IManchejler 
Conference. When it ended, we returned to 
Birftal ; and laboured very agreeably that year 
with Mr. Pawfon and Greenwood : and the 
more fo, as the Lord bleffed our labours. 

This year there was a greater fall of fnow in 
Yorklliire than had been known in the memory 
of man. It began on Tuefday, February the 
lith, and continued till Friday the 14th. I vvas 
confined at Huddersfield all this time : when it 
ceafed, I attempted to return to Birllal ; but 
when I came about half way, going up Mur- 
field-tvloor, I could not find the caufevvay. The 
fnow was fo deep that it reached above my Icr.ecs. 
The horfe could not walk j but was forced to 
plunge, and was ready to fall upon me. I then 
thought I fhould be buried in the fnow. Being 
quite fpent, and feeiug a few cottages at a dil- 
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tance, I called for help. A man opened his door, 
and looked on me awhile, then turned in again, 
and fliut his door after him, and left me in that 
htuation. Not being able to go on, 1 continued 
to call for help ; at laft two yoting men came out 
of another cottage, who knew where the caufe- 
way lay. One of them led my horfe, and I fol- 
lowed after. 1 was gla<i to give them a fitilling 
to take me up to the top of the Moor. I had 
two or three guides after that, and at lafl, through 
a kind Providence, I got to Gumerfal, within 
one mile of Birltal : but the narrow lanes being 
filled with fnow, I could go no far-ther. At lait 
I got to Mr. Rhode’s houfe, who took care both 
of man and beait. When 1 got up the next 
morning, I faw the neighbours carrying home 
a dead perfon. He was a Itrong man, and had 
not walked much above half a mile; and was 
but little above a Itone’-s call from his own houfe. 
Good Lord, hitlierto thou halt prelerved me, 
for which 1 defire to return thee my unfeigned 
lhanks ! 

Tuefday, Auguft the 12th, we came to the 
Coiifereiice at Leeds, and from thence to Lon- 
don, where we arrived lafe 011 Friday the 29th. 
On Sunday the 31 it, 1 preached in Moorfields to 
a very large congregation, and the Lord was pre- 
•fent with us indeed. 'The latter end of this year 
I fpent in and near London. 

Friday, April 3, 1767, by defire of the Coun- 
tefs of Huntingdon, I fet olF for Fright hcltn- 
llone, where 1 continued three weeks. Wliile I 
was here, I received a letter which gave me an 
account of rny mother’s death, who died calling 
upon the f^ord. She had known the Lord about 
nineteen or twenty years, and had adorned the 
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gofpel from the time of her converfion. As (he 
had always been a very kind mother, but more 
efpecially fo ever fince fhe had known the grace 
of God, I was concerned for the lofs of fuch a 
parent ; but, on the other hand, when I confi- 
dered that die was gone to her reward, I found 
great joy and thankfulnefs. May her children 
continue to tread in her fteps, that we may re- 
joice together before the throne to all eternity ! 

On Wednefday the 29th, we returned to Lon- 
don •, my ftay was (hort here *, for, in about a 
fortnight we paid our friends a vifit at Colchelter, 
where we continued about fix weeks, and then 
returned to London again. 

On Friday the 24th, I fet off in the ftage- 
•coach for Cornwall, to fettle fome temporal af- 
fairs, which I compleated, and returned again to 
the Conference. 

From hence I went into the Briftol Circuit, 
where we had a remarkable increafe of the work 
of God ; efpecially at Kingfwood. I added above 
one hundred and fixty members to that fingle 
Society ; moll of wdiom found peace wdth God. 
\VTien God teach *th, there is no delay in learn- 
ing. It v/as alionifhing to hear the poor Colliers 
in prayer ! They prayed with fuch fimplicity and 
fervour, as was enough to melt a heart of Hone. 
Children alio w^ere frequently heard crying to the 
Lord to convert their parents, that they might 
not go down with grey hairs and forrow to the 
grave ! And thirteen or fourteen children at the 
fchool v/ere enabled to rejoice in God their Sa- 
viour. But which of thefe will endure to the 
end ? 

Tuefday, Auguft ij 68 f our Conference 
began m Briltol. When it was over we fet olF 
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for LonJon, in company with our friends Mr. 
and Mrs. Green, who llayed in town witli us 
above a week. This year I laboured in and aliout 
JjOndon, witli much latisfacdion to my own 
mind, and I hope, with fome degree of ufcful- 
ncfs to others. 

Friday, February lo, i-Cnj, after preaching 
at our chapel in Weft-Street, Mifs 1 /ee (of Wol- 
verhampton) told me, that near five yf'ars ago, 
file heard me preach at Briftol, when the Lord 
was pleafed to fend the word with power to her 
heart. from that time flie never refted till flic 
had fouml peace with God. She faid, flie was 
then fpoiled for good company, as the world calls 
it ! Her motncr, and friends, at firft tliouglit 
fhe was going mad ; but after a while, her 
mother became nearly as mad as hcrfelf; for 
file alfo began to cry for mercy, and to attend 
tile preaching of the wonl at every opportunitv. 

May they both endure to the end that they maV 
be faved ! ^ ^ 

Wednefday, April 19th, Mr. Charles Green- 
wood invited me to a feaft, provided for the 
poor, the maimed, the halt, and the blind. Af- f 

ter dinner, I fung a hymn, gave an exhortation, || 

ami went to prayer. -The poor feemed much I;' 

aftccled, and were thankful for food and advice, ^ 

as well as for the money Mr. Greenwood gave 
them. Oh tiiat all who have it 111 tlieir power 
would follow his example ! that when the Re- 
deemer iliall appear on ‘ his great white throne,* 
he may fay unto them alfo, ‘ 1 was hungry and ye 
j^ivc me meat ; I was thirfty and ye gave me 
drink ; I wjs nakcil and ye cibtlied me : — therc- 
lorc, come, ye bleiFed of my Fatlier, inherit the 

kingdom 




EXPERIENCE OF 



' 134 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world/ 

Monday 27th, after preaching at five o’clock 
in the morning at Brentford, one of our friends 
took me in his boat up the river, as far as Rich- 
mond. As I faw the filhernien draw their net 
to fiiore, who after toiling all night, had caught 
nothing, i cried out, blefied Jefus give me more 
fuccefs, as a filher of men ! Do thou always 
(land on the (bore, and dire£l me to call the net 
on the right fide, that 1 may enclofe a multitude 
for thyfelf ! 

The houfes and gardens on each fide the river, 
appeared pleafantly fituated, and at the top of 
Richmond hill, we had a very fine profpc6l, But 
I obferved here and there, a hatchment hung out, 
as a token of mortality ! Oh cruel death ! can- 
not the rich, the mighty, the honourable inha- 
bitants of thefe {lately m.anfions forbid thy en- 
trance, or efcape thy dart ! May I have a build- 
ing of God, a houfe, not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens ! 

V/ednefday, June 7th, I read fome of Dr. . 

Richard Lucas’s fermons on death, judgment, 
and a future Bate ; and found it profitable to 
confider myfelf Handing at the bar of God, fur^ 
rounded with diflblving nature ! the world flam- 
ing, the trumpets founding ! armies of angels 
attending ! rocks and mountains falling ! light- 
nings flafhing ! thunders rolling ! devils howling ! 
and the Judge fitting on his great white throne ! 

Lord ! create in me a clean heart, and renew a 
right fpirit within me, that I may be fully pre- 
pared for that great day ! 

Tuefday, 20th, I preached at the Foundry, to 
a large congregation, many of whom appeared 

to 






% MR. JOHN MURLIN, 



135 

to be deeply afre( 9 i;ed : the Lord alfo bleft my own 
foul. I preached again at five o’clock the next 
morning 5 after which I was much affli6ted with 
a pain in my brcait, and fpltting of blood. I 
believe the caufe w^as, preaching conftantly twice 
a day, befidcs meeting the Societies, and vifiring 
the fick. In fuch cafes 1 am often at a lofs to 
know the will of God. I would not fpare my- 
felf, neither would 1 imprudently throw my life 
away. But it 1 mull err, let it be on the fafe 
fide ! Whatever I fufFcr, the few days I remain 
on earth, let me not be numbered among the 
flothful fervants i 

Saturday, July 22d, 1769, we fet ofF for the 
North, and lodged at Hertford that night. The 
next day I heard a fermon at church ; but 1 heard . 
not one word either of God, or Chrift, or death, 
judgment or heaven or hell. If this is the gof- 
pel that people hear, ^yhat wonder that fo many 
of them are without Chrift, and without hope, - 
V and without God, in the world. 

After vifiting the Societies on the road, we 
came to Leeds on Saturday the 29th. Our Con- 
ference began here, Tuefday, Auguft 'the ift. 
The Lord was with us of a truth, and gave us a 
.remarkable blelfing at parting. 

Tuefday the 8th, we fet oft’ for Newcaftle- 
upon-ryne, where, through a kind Providence, 
we arrived fafe on Thiirfday the 10th. After 
fpending a week in town, I fet off for the coun- 
try Circuit. 

Saturday the 19th, as I was going to the 
prcaching-houfe in Sunderland, I faw a poor 
drunkard fo much intoxicated, that he could not 
walk alone, he had literally been wallowing like 
a fow in the mire. He attempted to fwear, but 

N 2 could 
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could r.ot fpeak' plain : two of his compainons 
led him to his own door, and as was attempt- 
ing to go down a pair of flone iiairs (for he lived 
ill a cellar,) he fell, and fra6tured his flcull : he 
lay fix hours after, but never fpoke another word •, 
and in this condition went to appear before a 
holy Goil ! 

ISTondav, July the 2d, we took leave of our 
friends at NewcafUe, and vlfited the Societies 
from thence to London, where we arrived fafe on 
ivlondav the 30th, 

'i'uefday, Augull 7th, 1770, our Conference, 
begun, and continued till Friday the loth, with 
much harmony and love. This year 1 laboured 
in and about London with much fatisfadlion to 
myfeif, and i hope with fome degree of ufeful- 
nefs to others. 

Wednefday, July 24th, 1771, wc left Lon- 
don. I preached at Brentford that evening, and 
after vifiting the Societies on the road, we arrived 
fafe at Bnllul, where our Conference began, 
'j'uefday, Augull the 6th. This year Mr. Paw- 
fon and 1 laboured very comfortably together 
in the Brlfiol Circuit, and I hope with fome 
fuccefs. 

Fiiciay, July 3d, 1772. we left Briftol, and 
came fafe to the Leeds Conference. From lienee 
v\'C Rt oiT for Manchdlcr. d’his vear 1 met with 
fornt heavy trials, not only from the world, but 
aifo from my feliow -labourer, whom I was ob- 
liged to exclude for improper behaviour. 

At a village called Oldham, about feven miles 
from Mancheder, (a place famous tlirough all 
tii It country for daring and defperate wlckednefs,) 
we had heavy perfixiition lor a feafon. As I 
was going to preach in the flreet one Sabbath- 

day, 








day, two Conftables, with a great mob at their 
heels, took me into cuftody, for riotous behavi- 
our, in finging about two verfes of a hymn, as 
•the people were coming out of church. They took 
me to a public houfe, and kept me all night. 
The Conftables and their Aflillants were fooii 
fpecial drunk, and began to quarrel with each 
other. From words they fooii went to blows. 
The houfe where we were, belonged to the Clerk 
of the pariflt, whofe fon thinking me ill ufed 
took my part. One of the Conftables took him • 
by the collar, on wdiich he wrefted the ftafF out 
of the drunken Conftable’s hand, and broke his 
head wdth it. 

The next day I was taken before a Juftice, and 
bound over to the quarter-feflions. But I tra- 
vcrfed and had it tried at the aflizes ; from thence 
the caufe was fent back to the quarter-feflions, 
where it was given againft me. While tlie Jury 
were determining to And me guilty, one of them, 
a plain Ample countryman, took an opportunity 
to flip out of court, becaufe (as he faid after- 
wards) he could not in confcience fay, that Ting- 
ing a hymn, with a peaceable multitude, was ^ 
breeding a riot. 

From the beginning to the end of this affair, 
my foul was kept in peace : and, as to my per- 
fecutors, I only wilhed that they might be turned 
from darknefs to light, and from the power of 
fatal! unto God, that they might receive forgive- 
nefs of fins, and an inheritance among them which 
are AincbiAed by faith that is in Chrift. 

After I had left thofe parts, I was glad to 
hear that the word of God had taken elFedt among 
the Tinners of Oldham : that many of them were 
turned from the evil of their ways j tliat they 
N 3 had 



EXPERIENCE OF 



! 

138 

had found peace with God ; and that, in a fliort 
time, they built themfelves a chapel where they 
now peaceably aflemble to worlhip God in fpirit 
and truth. 1 alfo hear that there is a great re- 
formation in other places in that neighbourhood. 
Oh I.ord ! thus let thy kingdom come with 
power, and prevail againft the kingdom of dark- 
nefs in every place. 

Monday, July 19th, 1773, we left Manchef- 
ter. I preached that evening at Macclesfield. 
'Hie houfe was quite crouded with attentive 
hearers *, 1 believe moft of them were much af- 
fefted, as they were either mourning after, or 
rejoicing in God. 

Tuefday the 20th, we came to Afliborn, in 
the Peak of Derby fhire, and not knowing any 
friends in the town, we called at an inn j but I 
w'as foon found out, and defired to preach in the 
ftreet, which 1 immediately did on Romans viii. 
13, to a very attentive congregation. The land- 
lady of the inn, behaved remarkably civil : w'e 
then fet eff, and 1 preached that evening at 
Derby. 

Wednefday the 21ft, I preached at Loughbo- 
rough, and on Thurfday the 22d, at five o’clock 
in the morning. At noon 1 preached at Mount- 
forrel, and in the evening at Leicefter. I blefs 
God, I had a prefent reward in preaching ; my 
own foul was abundantly refreihed while I was 
fpeaking to others. The three following days 
I fpent comfortably with the little Society at 
Northampton, and on Tuefday 27th, came to 
London. This year 1 laboured in London with 
Mr. Bumfted and Mr. Atlay. But though I was 
comfortably fituated, in many rcfpe£ls, I was 
not without various trials. Indeed, I have al- 
ways 
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ways found that fweets and bitters, comforts and 
trials, when blended together, by the hand of a 
wife and gracious God, have not only been beji 
for me, but abfolutely necejary in this world of 
danger. And fo 1 found it this year. For I 
hope I can fay, all things worked together for 
good to my own foul 5 and that, fo far from hin- 
dering, they rather promoted my ufefulnefs 
among the people. And thus 1 have found it 
ever fince. Therefore, Oh Lord, not as I will, 
but as thou wilt ! Thou knoweft what is belt 
for me at all times and under all circumftances. 
Make me then the objeef of thy conftant care, 
fo fliall I be lufe from danger while on earth 
and praife thee to all eternity. 

The two following years I laboured in the Brif- 
tol Circuit, where the Lord was pleafed to blefs 
me both in my labours and in my own foul ; but 
yet not with that degree of fuccefs which he w’as 
pleafed to beftow on me in the year i 767. 

Sunday, December the i8th, I was defired to 
preach a funeral fermon for Mrs. Hall, late wife 
of Mr. John Hall, of Bcdminfter, by whom fhe 
had feveral children. She was a tender mother 
a loving and obedient wife ; one wLo conftantly 
attended on the means of grace, and adorned her 
profeffion, in her life and converfatlon. 

As (lie was one day in the market, die w^as in- 
ftantly deprived of her fpeech and of the ufe of 
her limbs. She was carried into her brother’s 
houfe, where fhe was vifited by feveral of her 
friends. After awLile her fpeech w'as reftored, 
fo that fhe was able to declare the goodnefs of 
God. She would not fpeak about the things of 
this world j but told us, fhe was happy in the 
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Redeemer’s love. She lay a few days, and then 
returned In triumph to God. 

Though (he was very comely in lier life-time, 
yet fhe appeared far more fo after her death. 
When the fpirit took its flight, it left the hea- 
venly ftamp on her face. Her brother (Mr. Wil- 
liam Wait) was fo much affected with the fight, 
that he could fcarce look on her. She brought to 
my mind that verfe in one of our funeral hymns : 

Ah lovely appearance of death ! 

No fight upon earth is so fair ; 

Not all the gay pageants that breathe 
Can with a dead body compare ; 

With a folemn delight I furvey 
The corpfe w’hen the fpirit is fled, 

In love with the beautiful clay. 

And longing to lie in its flead. 

I preached her funeral fermon the next Sab- 
bath-day. The houfe was quite crouded with 
attentive hearers, and our Lord crowned the 
aflembly with his prefence : we (hared in the 
joy of our departed friend, and had an anticipa- 
tion of the celeftial banquet. 

Some time after this we began to preach at the 
Idme-kilns, near Briftol. We went there every 
Thurfday night, By this means feveral were 
convinced of fin and converted to God. I joined 
about twenty of tliem in Society in one night. 
They were quite in earneft while I continued in 
thofe parts, and, I am informed, continue the 
fame to this day. Lord, help them to endure 
to the end, that we may all rejoice at thy 
right-hand, when thou corned in the clouds 
of heaven. 



This 
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This year a’lotlier friend of mine (Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Rofe) died. She was a fenfible \voman> and 
had adorned the gofpcl for many years. 1 vifited 
her in her lall illnefs. Anri as noth.ing had pafled 
through lier for feveral days, fhe felt the molt 
excruciating pain. She was never heard to mur- 
mur ; hut was quite refigned to the will of Go<l. 
Wlien I law her, fhe brought to niy mind a fay- 
ing of Seneca, “ 'Fhat a philofopher contending 
with, and getting above the mifery of human 
life, was a fight fit to invite the gods to be fpec- 
tators.” And may we not fay, that God and 
Angels look down with great fatisfaclfion on a 
chriitian, triumphing over pain and the, fear of 
death ? hiven fo died this gracious woman after 
eight or teii days illnefs, and is now added to the 
number of thofe who praife God and the Lamb 
for evermore. 

This year alfo Abraham Peacock, of Kingf- 
wood, died. And as I have reafon to believe 
that I was inftrumental in his converfion, and 
had him under my care at the time of his death ; 
it may not be judged improper to fubjoin a brief 
account of him in this place. 

About thirty years ago, being a collier, he and 
feveral others were fhut up in a pit, by the water 
of an old mine breaking in upon them. The 
w'hole country being alarmed, abundance of men 
fet to work and drew out the water. The pri- 
foners were confined eleven days before they were 
delivered, in which time they eat their candles, 
chewed their flioe-leather, and drank water ; 
which by a kind Providence, preferved their 
lives. But all this had no ijood cfFecf on Abra- 
ham, for he ftill continued a moif vile and 
abandoned profligate. 
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Some time after this he entered on board a fliip 
bound for Jamaica. . The Onp was call away, 
and he and fcveral of the cre.v efcaped to a rock, 
where thev were conrined hx davs. Then thro^ 
a kind Providence, an Englifh veflel came by 
and took them in, and brought them home to 
England. Abraham then went to his old em- 
ployment ; *but continued a rebel againh God. 
About feven years ago, when we had that glori- 
ous revival in Kingfwood, he was told how happy 
the people were who met together to pray, and 
fing praifes to God. Why then, faid Abraham, 
“ i will go and hear them.? When he came 
the word reached his {lubborn heart, and he was 
brought into deep conviclions. But one night 
when he was in bed, the Lord removed his load 
and fet his foul liberty. He arofe and cairse 
av.’ay to the fchool about midnight and called 
Mr. Hindmarfii. He then told him, 1 believe 
lam i 7 oin(T to die, for the Lord has formven all 
my fins.” After this he had a very poor (late 
of health, and was not able to work. By this 
means he foon became fo exceeding low in his 
circumftances that he had neither bread to eat 
nor a bed to lie upon. 1 mentioned his cafe to 
a few friends in Briftol, and among us we pro- 
cured him a bed and other necefi'aries. For 
feven years he continued a great monument both 
of fufferings and of patience, and then died in 
peace. Oh the riches, both of the wifdom and 
goodnefs of God ! How abundantly were they 
difplayed in the cafe of this poor man, who had 
fpent between fifty and fixty years in a regular 
courfe of daring w'ickctlnefs ; and that God 
fhould not only preferve him amidfi; it all, but at 
laft convert his foul, provide for his body, and 
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then take him to himielf, to behold his face in 
righteoufnefs, and to prail'c him to all eternity ! 

The two years I flayed in and about Briilol, 
I had full employment. For, befides riding often 
ten, twelve, fifteen or twenty miles a day through 
all w'eathers, 1 had to preach twice a day fre- 
quently, and fomctimes thrice, befidcs meeting 
the Societies in various ways, vifitlnj^ the fick, 
&c. which 1 found to be very wearifome to flcfh 
and blood. But when I confidered what a charge 
I had, having near fifteen hundred fouls put un- 
der my care, exclufive of all the thoufaiids who 
heard me continually ; more efpecialiy when I 
confidered that each of thefe fouls was of more 
value than ten thoufand worlds *, all within me 
cried out, who is fuilicient for thefe tilings ! 
And I could fcarce refrain froifV faying with him 
of old. Lord, fend by whom thou wilt, only 
fend not by me ! And I hope I fhall never lofe 
fight of the greatnefs of this undertaking, or the 
awfulnefs of the charge committed unto me ; 
but, ratlier, that I fhall fee and feel more and 
more of its great, and tremendous importance 
every day of my life : that I may be more ferious 
and humble, more upriglit and earneft before 
him who hath called me to this work, and before 
whom I fliall fliortly ftand to give an account of 
my ftewardfliip ! 

Friday, July 19th, 177^), we left Briftol, and 
fpent about a week with our friends in Bath. 
Here wc never had much, if any profpcdl of 
doing any great good, till very lately. This year 
I added feveral new members, and many others 
found peace and joy in the Holy Gliolt. When 
we left Bath we e.illed on a few Societies in our 
way, and came to London on Monday the 29th. 

This 
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This year I laboured in much peace with Mr. 
Hindmarlli and Mr. Pilmoor. When we are 
free from outward trouble, there is danger left we 
fliould fall into a lukew^arm (late. If we defire 
to live holy and happy, we fliouhl keep Cod and 
eternity always in view. 

Wednefday, June 4th, 1777, w^e left London, 
and w'ent into the Well of England. Provi- 
dence was very kind to us in this journey. As 
we were going oil Saliftury-Plain, I got out of 
the chaife to walk down a very deep hill ; when 
we came to the bottom, as I was going in again, 
between my wife and me w^e dropt the reins, 
which hung on the horfe’s heels ; this made 
him fet oil on a full gallop, which he conti- 
nued for near a mile, with both of us in the 
chaife. lie then turned off the road through a 
narrow gate- way leading to an inn, as if guided 
in every (lep by an invifible hand. The inn yard 
was very narrow, that he could neither turn to 
the right nor left, and die (table fronting, he 
w^as obliged to Hop. Oh God ! furcly thou didlt 
then give thine angels charge to w^atcli over thy 
poor fervants who put their trull in tliee. After 
w'c had breakfalled here we fet off again, and 
went on through the Societies to Cornwall, wlierc 
I fpciu about live weeks vdth great fatisfaclion. 
Ill m:iny places the congregations were lo large 
that 1 was obliged to prcacli abroad. I found 
my foul 'was much bicil. i rejoiced to fee many 
of my old acquaintance and countrymen walking 
in the way to lieaven. 

Friday, July the i8th, we left Cornwall, and 
came fafe to iirillol, on fuefday the 29th. After 
our ConLrcnce ended, \\e fft olf for the Chcller 
Circuit, where we arrived fafe on hloniay, Au- 
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gufl the 1 8th. This is a trying Circuit to fleili 
and blood ; our journies are very long, and in 
many places the congregations very final 1 ; yet it 
pleated God to blefs our labours and increafe our 
number. 

Friday, January i6th, 1778, I came to Whit- 
church ; but my cough and hoarfcnefs were fiicli, 
that it was with difnculty I could fpeakjb as to 
be underdcod. 1 delired Mr. Brown to fupply 
my place a few days, while I reded at Mr. 
Sim’s, at Alpcrliam. But as 1 was not w iiling 
to be idle, 1 wrote two hymns, one for the morn- 
ing, and another for the evening. Since that 
time, 1 have written about fjxty more. I find 
this to be both a plcafing and a profitable exer- 
ciie : it keeps the mind quite engaged on the fub- 
jecl;, and lifted up to God in prayer for afiid:- 
ance. 



Thurfday, July the 23d, wc left Chcder, and 
I preached that evening at Norwich. Sunday 
the 26tli, 1 preached at Manchcder in the morn- 
ing, and the J.ord was prefent to blefs us. In 
the afternoon 1 preached at Oldham. But Oh 
what an alteration is here ! The lad time I was 
in this place 1 was kept a prifoner in a public- 
hoiife, among drunkards, fwearers, and fighters ; 
but now', as foon as I entered their new cliapel, 
they fung a hymn of praife to God, on my ac- 
count. 

From hence I w'cnt to Leeds, wlicre our Con- 
ference begun J ueftlay the 4th. I laboured this 
year in the Bradfortli Circuit, with Mr. Hopper 
and Mr. Johnfon, twm of our old Preachers, 
wlio Iia\c adorned tlie gofpel, and been iifeful 
labourers in our JA'td’s vineyard for many years. 
VV e had iome increafe in our Circuit this year 
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and fome found peace with God. But I find 
fatan is very bufy in every place. At Halifax, he 
caufed a divifion in the •*x)ciety about an angel 
with a trumpet in his hand, which one party 
would have fixt on the top of the founding- 
board over the pulpit, but the other would not 
confent to it. And fo warm were they on each 
fide, that the Preachers could not .reconcile 
them : fo the affair was left to the decifion of 
Mr. Weflcy. When he came, he gave', ^judg- 
meiK again ft the angel; and to 'put an end to 
all future ftrife, Mr. Jofepii Bradford made a 
burnt facrifice of it on the altar of peace ! Is it 
not ftrange that men of common fenfe, and 
who profefs an uncommon degree of religion, 
ftiould contend fo warmly about fuch trifles as 
tlicfe ? 

Saturday, July 3 d, 1779 , we left Halifax, and 
came to Bradl’orth. 1 continued here, and in the 
neighbourhood about a week, taking leave of our 
friends : in hopes to meet again where pain and 
parting (hall be no more. 

We then came on through the Societies to 
London, the place of my prefent deftination ; 
where 1 labour in connection with a number of 
mv brethren whom 1 Inghly efteem. 1 believe 
we love as brethren, and that our labour is not 
altogether in vain in the Lord. 

Upon the whole : when I look back on tlie 
many .years I have now fpent in teftifying the 
grace of God, though I have not made that ad- 
vancement in the way which I might have done, 
yet I can fay to his glory, he has fo kept me, that 
none can lay any thing to my charge with regard 
to my moral condu£l, fmee God firft fpoke peace 
to my foul in April I749* 
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I ani clearly convinced that God has called me 
to preach his everlading gorpel. And the more 
fo, becaufe it has pleafed ijim by his fpirit, to 
confirm the word^of his meflenger. Indeed 1 ajn 
fully perfuaded that he does confirm the word of 
all whorn he hath fent, by ufing them in turning 
finners from darknefs to light, and from the 
power of fataii unto God; 

And I believe, that Chrift is able to fave un- 
to the uttermofl all thofe that come unto God 
through him. 1 cannot credit thofe who are con- 
tinually telling the people, that the Cananitemuft 
dwell in the land to humble them ; that is, belial 
muft be a partner with Chrift in this work ; as 
though Chrift was not fufiicient to humble the 
fouls of God’s children, without calling in fin 
and fatan to his alh fiance. Learn of me^ faith 
the Redeemer, for I am meek and lo^vly in heart : 
and ye fiall find reft unto your fouls. 

I blefs God, I can fay to his glory, I do find- 
conftant communion with him. And I pay no 
regard to thofe who tell us, You muft come 
down from the mount : and you muft not mind 
your frames and feelings.” No ! If I have the 
peace of God, do I not feel it ^ If I do not feel 
it, I have it not. And if I do not feel joy in the 
Holy Ghoft, it does not exift. And (hall I not 
feel it more and more ? I truft I fhall, if I go on 
from faith to faith : if I daily grow in grace and- 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

I blefs God- my heart is engaged in his work : 
and there is nothing gives me greater fatisfadlion 
than to hear of the profperity of Sion. Yet how 
much longer I fliall be able to travel, I cannot 
tell, as I have a fettled rheumatifm in my knee 
and thigh, and am far paft the meridian of life. 

O 2 llwt 
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But in all circumftances I have chofen God for 
my portion, and the lot of my inheritance for 
ever. He hath been my helper hitherto *, and I 
truft, he will help me to the end. Oh Lord ! 
forfake me not in my old age. • Lay thine ever- 
lafling arms beneath me *, and give me a fafe and 
comfortable paffage through the valley of the 
fhadow of death : and then bring me to thy holy 
hill, to praife thy name for ever ! 

To conclude : I cannot better exprefs my pre- 
fent ftate and future profpeci, than in the two 
following ftanzas of Mr. Oliver’s beautiful hymn 
to the God of Abraham. 



Tho* nature^s flrength decay, 

And earth and hell withftand, 

To Canaan’s bounds I urge my way, 
At his command : 

The wat’ry deep I pafs, 

With Jesus in my view ; 

And thro’ the howling wildernefs 
My way purfue. 



The goodly land I fee, 

With peace and plenty blefs’d ; 
A land of facred liberty. 

And endlefs reft : 

There milk and honey flow ; 
And oil and wine abound ; 

And trees of life for ever grow. 
With mercy crown’d. 
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ACCOUNT OF HIS DEATH. 

By Mr, Pawfo?i. 

I FIRST became acquainted with Mr. Murliu 
in 1 765, when we laboured together in the 
Birftal Circuit : Afterwards we were ftationed 
in London, in 1770*, in Birftal, in 1771 > iu 
London again, in 1779, in Briftol in 1781 i and 
in Manchefter, in 1784 ; fo that I knew him well. 
During all thefe years I faw nothing in him that 
I could reprove. His truly chriftian temper, as 
well as his exemplary conduct, bore witnefs-that 
he walked with God. The more I knew hirn, 
the more fully I was fatisfied of his (incerity, 
integrity, and uprightnefs of mind. He cer- 
tainly had the glory of God and the falvatioii 
of fouls very mmch at_ heart, or he would not 
have continued his public labours as an Itinerant 
Preacher, fo long as he did. I am inclined to 
think, that very few who have it in their power, 
(as he had,) to retire, and live comfortably upon the 
property which God had given them, would con- 
tinue to ftruggle with the heavy afflictions which 
he endured, in travelling in all forts of weather 
to preach the gofpel : But he had an allecling 
view of what his Lord and Saviour had fuffercd 
for him, and was fatisficd of his calk to the 
miniftry ; he therefore refolved to labour in this 
blefled work, till by hard neceiiity he Oiould be 
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obliged to leave it. About the year 1786, being 
no longer able to keep a circuit, he retired to ' 

High Wycombe, where he fpent the remaining 
part of his days. Here he faithfully laboured in ^ 

preaching the word of life, as opportunity and 
liis flrength would permit : The Lord made him 
VI blcTing to many, and he was much efteemed f 

by the people. 

Having been for many years greatly affliHed 
with a rheumatic complaint ; the diforder con- 
tinued to increafe very much upon him, attended 
with fuch lliffnefs in his joints, that it was with 
the utmofl dilFiculty he could walk at all, or get ■ 

up into tlie Pulpit. But he bore all his affli£Hons 
with humble refignation, and patiently waited 
for that great and folemn change, which the men 
of the world fo much dread. Laft Winter he 
came to London, and preached, for the laft time, 
a very ufeful fermon, in Great-Q^een-ftreet 
Chapel, where 1 had the fatisfacHon to hear my v 

lo?ig tried and faithful Friend once more, bear a 
fauliful teftimony for his blefled Mafter. Soon 
after his return home, (about February) at his 
earneft requeft, I vifited him, and found him in 
a dying ftate. He had a ftroke of the palfey, 
whicli deprived him of the ufe of all his limbs, 
except his right hand, which he could ufe a little, 
and but a little. He was exceedingly happy in the 
love of God, waiting in joyful expectation of be- 
ing ipeedily called to the full enjoyment of ever- 
l ifting happinefs. He wanted to fettle a confider-' 
able film of money, for the benefit of that Society, 
and when he had done this, he could fay, “ Lord, 
now letteft thou tiiy fervant depart in peace, ac- 
cording to thy word.” It was a very affecting 
fight, to fee his amiable partner, on the one 

hand, 
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hand, quite turned into a child, by a paralytic 
ftroke ', on the other hand, Mr. Murlin deprived 
of the ufe of his limbs, by the fame dil'order. 
Lord what is man ! How weak, how helplefs ! 
Who can tell what he may be called to fuffer, or 
to what a low eftate he may be reduced before 
he leaves this world ? O how needful to im- 
prove our health and ftrength, and our under- 
ftanding, while we are blelTed with them ! Help- 
lefs as he was, he had not much pain, but was 
very cheerful, and perfectly fenfible. He faid, 
“ I blefs the Lord, I have not the flvadow of a 

doubt And added, “ I begin to fear that 

death is not quite fo near as I expe6ted — and 
fo it proved, for he lived till July following. 
He converfed very freely with me refpe£ting the 
Hate of our connexion, and exprefled the moil 
affectionate concern for its profperity. When 
I was coming away, he called me back, and de- 
fired that I would take care of his corpfe when 
he fhould be brought to London. This was done 
according to his requell, and he was buried in 
the fame vault with Mr. Wefley, at the City-Road- 
Chapel. 

He bore his affliction, (which greatly increafed 
upon him,) to tiie laft with great patience, and 
continued innocently chearful, and exceedingly 
happy, till it pleafed God to fign his releafe and 
to call him to the regions of everlafting reft. 

I'hiis died Mr. John Murlin having faith- 
fully laboured in the vineyard of the Lord about 
forty-fix years. Of him it might be faid, “ Be- 
liold an Ifraelite indeed in whom there is no 
guile.” 1 tliink it my duty to bear this tcfli- 
niony of his uprightnefs, integrity, and zeal for 
the glory of God and- falvation of precious fouls, 

his 
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his diligence in the work unto which the Lord 
had called him, and his faithfulnefs in fulfilling 
the important duties of that high and honour- 
able ftation. He was a Methodifi; of the primi- 
tive {lamp, in heart and life, in doclrine and dif- 
cipline. He was an infiirument in the Lord’s 
hand of turning many to righteoufnefs, for as 
his heart was in the work, he was generally 
fo deeply affedled with the truths he delivered, 
that he feldom could refrain from tears, and this 
frequently had a good effect upon many of his 
hearers. During the time that we were ftation- 
ed together, we laboured in perfect harmony,, 
and never had the fmallefi: jar refpe<Sling any 
thing j but the more intimately we were ac- 
quainted with each other, the more clofely were 
we united in the bonds of cliriffian love. As he 
laboured long, and fuffered much, fo now he 
receives a reward of grace in the kingdom of im- 
mortal glory *, and no doubt he has met with 
many in that peaceful region, who were brought 
to the knowledge of the Truth by his miniftry, 
and who will be as liars in his crown of rejoicing 
for ever. 

The following lines by Mr. Charles Welley, ap- 
pear to me applicable to our deceafed friend. 

« The Saints who die of Christ poffell, 
Enter into their Master’s reft : 

For them no farther reft remains, 

Of purging fires and torturing pains : 

Who trufting in their Lord depart. 

Cleans’d from all fin, and pure in heart, 

The 
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The blifs unmix’tl, the glorious prize, 
They find with Christ' in Paradife. 

Clofe follow’d by their works tliey go. 
Their Saviour’s purchas’d Joy to know : 
Their works inhance the blifs prepar’d, 
And each hath 'its di(lin£l: reward : 

Yet glorified by grace alone. 

They cafl their crowns before the throne. 
And fill the’ echoing courts above. 

With praifes of redeeming Love. 

h r. 
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His executors erected a neat marWe menus 
ment to his memory, in the chapel, with the^ 
following infeription. 

Sacred to the Memory 

Of Mr, JOHN MUJiLIN, Minister theGost^CL, • 
Who was called by the great Shepherd 
and Bishop of Soulst 
To labour in his Vineyard ; 

This he was enabled to do as an Itinerant Preacher,' 
In the most faithful, aflectionate, and successful 
manner, 

For near Fifty Years 

He was always so deeply aiiected with his snl)jcct' 
Tiiat he justly acquired the name of the 
Weepin'f Prophet : 

Worn out by age, labour, and infirmities. 

He died, as ite had lived, 
full of faith and love, with a pleasing prospect 
of a glorious imraortality^ 

He finished his course at High- Wycombe, 

July 7th, 17D9, Aged 77 Years. 

As a just tribute of love to his character,- 
his Executors have erected this Tablet, 

T. Rankin, 

Scripsit, 
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|| fTo the Rev. Air. ^ohti If^ejley, 

DEAU AND REV. SIR, 

I WAS born at Brechin, in North Britain, in 
Feb. 1733, of reputable parents, who made 
it their bufinefs to bring me up in the fear of 
God. They inftrufted me early in the principles 
of Religion, and took particular care to keep me 
from evil company ; fo that when I grew up, I 
was , an utter ftranger to the vices common 
among men. And I took pleafure in reading 
good books, and learning our Catechifm by 
heart. When I was at the Latin School it was 
, the cuftom of our Mafter, every Lord’s day, af- 
ter 
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ter the Evening Service, to hear what we could 
remember of the Sermons, and to pray with us. 
Under one of Ids prayers, (when I was about ten 
years old) 1 was Itruck with flrong Convictions. 
And thefe never quite left me, but I always re- 
tained a defire to be a Chrillian. 

Soon alter this, out of a childiOi frolic, I 
went away with a party of the Rebels. But I 
knew not what 1 did. 1 hereby expofed myfelf 
to many Iiardfnips and dangers. But tlie l.ord 
delivered me out of all. INlany mighty ones 
fell on Culloden heath, and in the way to lii- 
vernefs, and indeed on every fide : yet I was 
inerciluliy prekrved. But when I came near my 
Fatlicr’s houfe, there was no entrance for rne. 
And 1 knew not where to go, till my Mother 
refolved to take me to a Relation of her’s near 
Perth. 

"W e had a large river to crofs, which was much 
fwelleti by the late rains. We were jult got into 
the boat, wlien a gentleman on horfeback ca.me 
anti begged us to llay and take him in, wld.ch 
we accordingly did. He feemed much fa- 
tigued. biy mother defired me to hold Ids 
horle, which I did, twilling the britllc round my 
hand. When we w'erc about the ndddle ol the 
river, the horfe took friglit, and leaped out of 
the boat, taking me and the oars, and both thiC 
boat- men with 1dm : fo that none were left in 
the boat but n>y mother and the gentleman, 
v^itliout any means oi helyiing themlelvcs. 'J.he 
liorle fwam to the oppofite lliore, draggj^jg r-ne 
with him : then turned hack, and fwam to the 
fiiore we had left. He then jumped cut, pull- 
ing me juft above the water ; but 1 there loll my 
hold, and fell back into the river. It carried rriC 

down. 
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down, rolling me over and over, till It brought 
me to the fide of the boat, which was flrangelv 
•got to the fame fhore. They catched hold of me 
and pulled me in. 

Here 1 cannot but remark feveral providential 
incidents : i. That both the boat-men fhould 
get fafe to that fide of the water. 2. Yet when 
they were there, they fhould be able to get the 
boat, with my Mother and the Gentleman, fafe 
In it. 3. Yet the horfe did not leave me on the 
oppofite fide, -where to all appearance, I mult 
have periflied. 4. Yet, notwithflanding the 
,impetuofi|y of the dream, the horfe fliould reach 
the land ^jove the boat. Had it been below, 
I had probably been lolt. I admire above all, 
the exa 61 : ^timing of every circumrtance ! Had 
I been brought to the fame fide firit, I could 
diave had no help ; had the boat-men reached the 
oppofite fide, they in the boat could have had 
none. And had any of us been carried but a 
little lower, we mull inevitably have been fwal- 
lowed up in a whirlpool. 

After having thrown up much water, I was fo 
far recovered, as to be able to take boat again. 
And having got fafe over, we travelled twelve 
Scotch miles, (eighteen Englilh) before night. 
But we could not travel without much danger as 
.the country w'as full of parties, both horfe and 
loot, who abufed all the ftranger§ they met with, 
ami often took them prifoners. When we came 
near a town, we enquired of one we met, where 
we could have a quiet lodging ? She faid, “ She 
could recommend us to no inn *, for they would 
inform the loldiers of us, who were very rude 
to all flrai'igers, efpecially to women : but if we 
.would put up with the houfe of a poor man, 
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flie knew one that (he thought would receive us.” 
So (he conducted us to a little cottage, where we 
found the man engaged in Family-worlhip. 
When it was ended, he looked upon my Mother, 
and faid, “ Good wife, I have no place lit to 
entertain you, who appear to have a good home 
fome where. Neither can I protect you if the 
/oldiers hear you are in my houfe. But if you 
pleafe to fit by the fire, with a little ftraw for the 
lad to lie on, you are welcome.” They then 
gave us fomething to eat and drink, which we 
received with thankfulnefs to God. The good 
woman then laid me down on the draw, and fat 
By my Mother till the morning ; when having 
been commended to God in prayer by our Hoft, 
we went on our journey. 

My mother’s brother was a confiderable far- 
mer, in the Carfe of Gowry, near Perth. Thi- 
ther we got before funfet, and were kindly re- 
edved, till my mother told him her defign of 
leaving me there. But his wife oppofed it much, 
fearing left, if it was difeovered, they fliould be 
ruined for harbouring me. However my uncle, 
feeing the diftrefs my mother was in, over-ruled 
her, and faid, “ I Ihould ftay.” And the next 
morning, he fent a fervant with my mother, who 
faw her fafe ‘home. 

I ftayed the Sunday at my uncle’s. But on 
Monday morning before funrife he called me 
(his wife having prevailed) and told me, “ You 
inuft go hence.” So I fet off with one to guide 
me acrofs the mountains. He then left me, to 
find my wMy as I could, to a place, and a perfon 
I had never heard of before : but I had a line to 
the man : Providence brought me to the place ; 
but the man was not at home. However he 
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tamt the next day and received me kindly. Here 
1 : ftayed till about Midfuimner, and then re- 
moved to a diltant relation’sj where 1 ftayed till 
November. It was then judged I might go home 
fafely : but when 1 came, my father would not 
let me, come into his houfe.> Nay he went and 
made information againft me to the commanding 
©flicer : and 1 ihouid have been Cent to prifon, 
had not a gentleman of the town interfered for 
me, and procured leave for me to lodge at my 
father’s houfe. la the morning a Hie of muf- 
keteers came, to take me into cuftody, and 
brought mt to the ofHcer. After alking many 
queftions, he told me, “ You may go home.” 
But when I came to the door, the foldiers, not 
knowing his order, were going to carry me to 
priion : till he looked out of tiie window, and 
bade them let me go. However, my father 
would not put me to fchool any more, but kept 
me to’his bufinefs, that of baking: * 

I continued with my father till the beginning 
of May, 1751: when being well acquainted 
with my bufinefs, I determined to go abroad. I 
fet out with another young man, who was en- 
gaged in Perth. Here a place was provided for 
me in a pious family, where I remained till after 
Chriftmas. Two perfons then came from Lon- 
don i with one of whom 1 contra^fed an inti- 
mate acquaintance. One Lord’s day (he aiked 
me to go with her to the epifcopal meeting. It 
affe£fed me much, and from that time I attended 
k whenever 1 could. And I cannot but fay, it ’ 
was of great ufe to my foul, and has proved fo- 
ever fince. 

About this time I formed a purpofe of going 
to London, and having took leave of my rela- 
tioiis> we fet fail from Montrofe, about the 
P 2 middle^ 
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middle of June 1752. When I came to Londoi^V 
1 knew no one there : but the kind hand of God 
was over me. I found a brother of my father s> 
wlio being of the fame trade, took me to work 
with liim, till he procured me a place, in a feri- 
ous family at Billingfgate. But as 1 was a fo- 
reigner, my maftcr was fummoned to Guildhall, 
and obliged to put me away. In a little time I 
got me another place, near Whitechapel-Bars. 
And as I was flrong and active, my mailer per- 
luaded me to engage for a year certain. Aiter- 
wards he did not ufc me well : till one day being 
in a paiTion, he ordered me inllamiy to quit hia 
houlc which 1 immediately did. 

In the year 175^ my prefeiit wife, who was 
born near where I was, and had lived feveral 
years with my parents in my infancy, heard I 
was in I.ondon, and refolved to fee me. We 
had not feen one another for many years, and 
were both glad of the meeting ; and as I was 
then out of place, we had opportunity of feeing 
each other frequently. On Feb. 14th, we were 
married. 1 had then forgot the refolutions I had 
often made of living wholly to God, whenever I 
fliould marry ; but He foon brought them bacK 
to my remembrance, by laying alHidlion upon 
my w’lfe. 1 now began to be in good earnell 
fc-. falvation , I bought up all opportunities for 
prayer. I refolved to break through all oppofi- 
tion, and to ferve God with all my heart. 

But it Hill lay heavy upon my mind, that I 
had not performed my vow of praying with my 
w’ife. And my convictions increafed day by 
day, till my appetite was gone, and my deep de- 
parted from me : my bones were filled as with a 
fore difeafe, and my tears were my meat day and- 
1 now broke through and prayed wdth my 

wife, 
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"srire. and we never after left the pra6fice. It was 
nDt long after this, that (he knew God to be a 
pardoning God ; and all that' fummer we con- 
tinued praying and ftriving together, and fteadily 
walking in all the Ordinances of God. 

After living at Hamftead fome time, I re- 
moved to a place in St. Katherine’s. While I 
was here, I was one day going haftily along the 
flreet, and a loaded cart flood in it which nearly 
filled it up. However I went on, thinking I 
could get by: but jufi: as I was going by, it 
moved, caught mybafket, cruflied me up againffc 
the wall, and dragged me along till we came againft 
a fhop-window "which gave way and releafed me. 
Every one that faw it fuppofed I fhould be crufh- 
ed to death ; or at leafl my arms or legs would 
be broken. But I received no hurt at all, ex- 
cept a little bruife on the back of my hand I 

In September 1753, I was hired to Mr^ Mer- ‘ 
riot. Our meeting was not expe£led on either 
fide : he had been enquiring the chara6ler of an- 
other, which he did not approve of: and I was 
enquiring for a mailer, when he came and afked 
me if I was out of place ? I anfwered, yes. 
He afked if I would keep good hours ? Which 
I promifed to dch So we agreed, and I entered 
upon his fervice. Here I found what 1 had long 
defired, a family wherein was the worfhip of 
God, This ftirred me up to be more earnefl 
in feeking him : to be exacl in praying by 
myfelf every morning, and with my wife every 
afternoon. And we continued feeking him with 
our whole heart and .fli mining whatever we 
thought ofTenfive to him. We ufed like wife, 
every means of grace. I have fometimes gone 
to my knees when 1 was going to bed, and have 
V 3 continued^ 



1 



i6i 



EXPERIENCE OF 



w 



continued in that pofition till two o’clock, wherv 
1 was called to go to work. 

My wife had fometime fince found a degree of 
peace with God. But I could find no peace, nor 
could 1 tell what hindered, unlefs it were the 
baking of pans, as they called it, on Sundays. 
1 would gladly have refrained from this, but then 
1 mull have left my place, and I had no hope of 
finding another place which would not have been 
liable to the fame inconvenience. However, 1 
refolved, as foon as Chriftmas was over, to give 
up my place at all events. Meantime my flefh 
con fumed away, like as a moth fretting a gar- 
ment. And my bones were ready to ftart through 
my Ikin ; for 1 had no reft day or night. The 
following Sunday my wife and I ventured for the 
firft time, to the Holy Communion ; and 1 found 
fome comfort ; but the fenfe of my profaning the 
Sabbath, foon took it away. I now refolved to 
delay no longer than the next day, being willing 
to fuffer rather than to fin. Accordingly on 
Monday morning, as foon as my mailer came 
down Hairs, I gave him warning : he did not 
then {peak one word : but foon after he came into 
the lliop, and alked me, “ If 1 had got another 
place I anfwered no. He faid, “ Why then 
would you leave this I anfwered, “ Becaufe 
1 dare not commit fin by breaking the Sabbath, 
as 1 have done.” He ufed many arguments with 
me, but in vain. 1 told him, “ 1 mull abide by 
the word of God, whatever be the confequence : 
but I will not go away till you fuit yourfeif with 
another man.” 

God now gave me much confidence, and I 
found much power to pray, that if it was not 
his will we Ihould part, he would incline my 
Mailer to give it up. And the fame day he 
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went with R neighbouring Baker, to all of the 
trade in Shoreditch and Bi(hop’s-gate Without : 
propofing that they fliould all enter into an agree- 
ment to give it up at once. All but two agreed. 
He then advertifed for a meeting of mafter 
bakers upon the fubje£l: ; but nothing could be 
concluded. Afterwards I fuppofed he alked the 
advice of our brethern at the Foundry. After 
he had taken all thefe Heps, more than I could 
reafonably expect, he told me, “ I have done all 
1 can, and now I hope you will be content.” 
I fincerely thanked him for what he had done, 
but told him, I could not Itay any longer than 
till he had fuited himfelf. But I continued in 
prayer. And on Sunday evening, after family 
woilhip, he flopped me and faid, “ I have done 
to-day what will pleafe you : I have ftayed at 
home and told all my cuflomers, I will no more 
bake on a Sunday.” I told him, “ Jf you have 
done this out of confcience toward God, be 
adured it will end well.” And fo it did. That 
very year, his trade confiderably increafed. And 
he had a large augmentation of his fortune, fa 
that he was enabled to relieve many that were in 
want, and alfo lay up abundance for his chil- 
dren. hlay they herein tread in their father’s 
fleps ! 

He then afked me how I came to fcruple 
baking on Sundays ? And I told him fimply, 
how God had dealt with my foul. And I be- 
lieve it was then he firfl felt that afFedlion for 
me, wdiich continued to his dying day. From 
that time, both he and my good millrefs were 
particularly kind to me and mine. And when, 
fome years after, my ftation in London placed 
me in fome fenfe over them, there were none 
in the Society that more fully fubmitted to every 

branch 
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branch of difcipline. It was then he afked 
me to go with him to the Foundry, which 1 did 
at five the next morning. A¥hen 1 came back, 
I told my Wife where 1 had been. It grieved 
her much, as (he believed all the idle reports (he 
had heard ; many of which fiie rehearfed, and 
added, “ Now our peace is broken for ever.” 
This ftirred me up to be more earncft in prayer, 
but did not prevent my going every morning; 
On Sunday (lie was perfuaded to go* with me, 
though much afraid of my being drawn into fome 
wrong way. John Nelfon preached an alarming 
difeourfe, which I hoped would affeci her much. 
But on the contrary, fhe was much difgulltd,. 
faying, ^ He has fhewn me the way to hell v 
and not the way to get out of it. ' But 1 thank 
God, He has fiiewn me that Jefus Chrift is the 
way ; and has brought me put of it too.” How- 
ever, fhe went again the next Sunday. Mr.- 
Charles Wefley then preached, and deferibed the 
whole procefs of the work of God in the foul. 
She followed him ftep by ftep, till he came to 
tlic abiding witnefs of adoption, and here he 
left her behind. She was now both pleafed and 
profited, and we now went on hand in hand, in. 
the ways of God. But ftill I did not find the 
fpirit of adoption, though 1 fought it diligently, 
continuing inftant in prayer, and attending the 
word every morning and evening. Indeed this 
was not without difficulty : for I had no time for 
cither but what 1 took from my fleep, which 
fliould have been from fix to ten in the evening, 
and from half paft four to fix in the morning. 
I now flept little and ate little, and the grief of 
my foul drank up my fpirits. But yet I could 
not believe, though I continued in prayer and 

fupplication 
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f'upplication day and night, feeking God in 
fincerity of heart, and carefully departing from 
evil. 

About this time my Wife and I were permitted 
to day at the meeting of one of the Clafl'es. I 
was much pleafed and refreflied : but fhe faid, 
“ They had all agreed what to fay, in order ta 
catch us.” Such is the folly of prejudice ! It 
was foon after this, that you returned from the 
Ih'illol Hotwells, (being juft recovered from your 
Confumption) namely, on Eafter Eve, 1754. 
The next day you preached at Weft-ftreet, April 
the 14th : it was the firft time I ever fawor heard' 
you. Under that fermon God fet my heart at 
liberty, removing my fms from me, as far as the 
Eaft is from the Weft : which the very change of 
my countenance teftified, before my tongue could 
utter it. 1 had no great tranfport of joy ; but 
my load was gone, and I could praife God from 
the ground or my heart : all my forrow, and 
fear, and anguilh of fpirit, being changed into a 
folid peace. 

But on Monday in the afternoon,' as I was 
going along, I began to think, You fancy 
your fins are forgiven, but you are deceived.” I 
had but a little time given way to thefe thoughts, 
before I was quite miferable. And when 1 go: 
home, my Wife immediately alked,' What is the 
the matter with you ? I faid^ « Matter enough : 

I have deceived my own foul : 1 wifti I had my 
forrow again.” She ftrongly urged me not to 
peafon, but believe ! To look unto Jefus, as giv- 
ing ’limfelf for me. I was encouraged. I foon 
recovered my peace, which by the mercy of God, 

I have not loft fince. Soon after we both joined 
the Society, and met in Brother Goode’s Clafs : 

and 
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and this, imiong all the meanS'Of grace, was pfe-- 
euliarly ufeful to- my foul. 

About this time my eldeft brother who ufed' 
the fea, after being wrecketl, got his paflage to- 
London. He was eahly convinced of fni, and 
fbon after converted to God. 8o being all of 
one heart and one mind, we rejoiced in- God all 
the day long. But it was not long before 1 had' 
Itrong imprelhons upon my mind,* that God had 
called me to preach. I- mentioired this iiv my 
band, after I had often fought God by falling, 
and prayer. We fet apart feme days for theufame 
exercrfcs. Afterwards they advifcd me. to men- 
tion it to you. You faid, “ This is a'coinmoni • 
temptation among young mem Several have 
mentioned it to me. But the next thing I hear of 
them is, that they are married, or upon the point • 
of it.” I faid, Sir, I am married already.” 
You faid, “■ Care not for it j. but fcek God by 
fading and prayer.” I anfwered, This 1 have 
done.” You d.rongly recommended patience and 
perfeverance therein ; and faid, you doubted 
not,' but God would foon make the way plain- 
before my face. 

Soon after you appointed me to be the leader 
of a band, and in a little time of a clafs. And 
God blelTed me in both : bat this did not at all 
alter my conviclion that I mud preachy nay, it 
grew Itronger and aronger, till having no relb 
day or night, 1 was conllrained to come to you 
again and tell you jull what I felt. You told 
me, “ To be a Methodift Preacher, is not the 
w-^ay to eafe, honour, pleafure or profit. It is a ^ 
life of much labour and reproach. They otten 
fare hard, often are in want. They are liable to- 
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t>e ftoned, beaten and abufed in various manners. 
Confider this, before you engage in fo uncom- 
fortable a way of life.” I replied, “ I bad no 
defire to engage therein, unlefs it was the call of 
"God ; and 1 did not regard what 1 fuffered, in 
doing the will of God.” Y^u faid, “ You may 
then make a trial to-morrow morning at Snow- 
fields Chapel.” I did fo. The Monday follow- 
ing you appointed me for Wapping Chapel, and 
for the Foundry :on Tuefday morning. It was 
near ten at night when I received the meffiige. I 
Foon -^ent to work, but was engaged in medita- 
tion and prayer for alhltance, alJ the time 1 was 
making my dough. As foon as I had done, (the 
'reft of the family being in bed) I went to prayer, 
in which I found great liberty. 1 then read in my 
Bible to find a text, and continued reading, and 
praying till two o’clock. It was then time to call 
my fellow-fervaitt, and we went to work together, 
being employed, as ufual, till near four, in pre- 
paring the bread for the oven. All this time I 
was ftill in meditation and prayer, but could not 
fix upon a text. Soon after four he went to bed 
again, and I went to prayer, till a quarter be- 
fore five, when I went to the Foundry, but with 
much fear and trembling : and when I took up 
the Hymn Book, 1 was fo faint, that I could not 
fpeak fo as to be underllood. The people there- 
fore could not, fing : and as I was no finger, we 
were all at a (land. This did not a little increafe 
my agitation, which was fo great that I could 
not keep one of my joints from fhaking. How- 
ever in a while I went on ; and after pravcr, 
opened the Bible on thcfe words, “Ye are bought 
with a price : therefore glorify God with your 
body and fpirit, w'hich are God’s.” I now left 
‘the deterfpination of this weighty affair w’ith you, 

defiring, 
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defiring, that if you judged, I was called of God 
to preach, you would employ me, (as my bufi- 
iiefs would permit) juft when and where you 
plea fed. 

In a little time I w'as more employed than my 
ftrength would well allow. I had no time for 
preaching but what 1 took from my lleep : fo 
that I had frequently not eight hours fleep in a 
week. This, with hard labour, conftant abftemi- 
oufnefs, and frequent fading, brought me fo low, 
that in a little more than two years, 1 was hardly 
able to follow my bufinefs. My mafter was of- 
ten afraid I fliould kill myfelf, and perhaps his 
fear was not groundlefs. I have frequently put 
off my fhirts as wet with fv/eat, .as if tliey had 
been dipt in water. After haftening to finilh my 
bufinefs abroad, I have come home all in a fweat 
in the evening, changed my cloaths, and ran to 
preach at one or another chapel : then walked or 
ran back, changed my cloaths, and gone to work 
at ten, wTought hard all night and preached at 
five the next morning. I ran back to draw the 
bread at a quarter, or half an hour paft fix; 
wrought hard in the bake-houfe till eight *, then 
hurried about with the bread till the afternoon, 
and perhaps, at night, fet off again. 

’Tis true, I need not have continued fo long 
in this way. For you propofed my going to Ire- 
land with you, as a travelling Preacher, in the 
beginning of March, 1756. I chearfully agreed 
thereto, as you promifed, my wife Ihould be pro- 
vided f^or in my abfence. This I mentioned to 
one of my friends, who faid, “ No doubt he in- 
tends it ; but when he is gone the ftewards will 
do as they pleafe,:” adding, “ Flow can you la- 
bour in Ireland, v/hile your wife is ftarving 

hcre,.^’ 
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here I tliought, however, I will talk with 
the ftewards myfdf. I did fo, and Mr. Brolts 
and Hobbins alked, ‘‘ What will be fufficient for 
your wife I anfwered, Four fliillings a 
week.” But this they were unwilling to allow. 
So I remained at my bufinels, till another point- 
ed out, which I followed, till Auguft, 1757.. 
It was then agreed, that 1 fhould travel, and 
that my wife Ihould have that fixed allowance. 
This was the beginning of that fettlcment for 
Preachers' wives, which (wldi the addition of 
forty fiiillings a year) continues to this day. 

I was appointed for Epworth circuit in Lln- 
colnfliire; which then included Gainfl)orough, 
Grimlby, and Sheffield circuits. I left London, 
Aug. 15, 1757, to walk to Epworth, about an 
hundred and fifty miles. My fellow-labourers 
were Thomas Hanby, Thomas Tobias, and af- 
terwards Thomas Lee. It pleafed God, to give 
me much of his prefence in my owm foul, and 
to let me fee fome fruit of my labour. This 
fupported me under the various cxercifes I met 
with. The firll of thefe was at Rotherham, 
where John Iffiorpe, one of our local Preachers, 
had jull feparated from us. He declared open 
war againii us, particularly oppofing wffiat he 
called my perfedion. Yet it pleafed God to 
ralfe up many witnefies of it ; many that loved 
him with all their hearts. Several of whom are 
Ihll burning and finning lights, and feveral re- 
moved into Abraham’s bofom. Yea, it was ob- 
lerved, that fome of his own hearers, even while 
he was preaching againfl falvation from fin, were 
fully convinced of the neceffity of it : and in- 
deed never lefted more, till they were happy wit- 
iiefies of it. 
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In Autumn 1 was defired to go to Bodon. I 
did fo, and preached in a field on a Sunday even- 
ing, with tolerable quietnefs. The next time I 
went, Mr. All wood and I judged, it -would be 
heft to be in the Ma~rket-place. Vs'^e began fing- 
ing, when fuddenly a large mob appeared, with 
a drum beating before them : meantime a great 
number of fquibs were thrown among the people. 
Finding it was impoifible to be heard, we pur- 
pofed going to a friend’s, about a mile from the 
town. The moment w'e turned our backs, the 
dirt and Hones flew like hail on every lidie. On 
the bridge, a man Hopped us j but we broke from 
him, and went on with the mob at our heels, 
throwing all (hat came to Iiand. Their number 
continually increafmg, we thouglit it would be 
mod advifcable to face them, and try to get bac^ 
to the town, where we had left our horfes. JM.y 
two companions immediately leaped over a wide 
ditch, which divided the field. But before I 
could follow them, one of the mob coming be- 
hind me itruck up my Irecls, and gave me a vio- 
lent fall. When I got up, my friends were out 
of light, and the mob furrounded me on every 
tide. I knew not which way to go, neither in- 
deed how to go at all, being exceeding weak and 
fpent, both with the fall, and the many blows I 
had received. Being a little recovered, 1 tried 
to go through them, to a foot bridge that w'as 
over the ditch. They forbore throwing, till I 
drew near the bridge, and then all cried out, 

Ditch him, ditch him.” And jult on the fide 
of the ditch, one llruck up my heels again. Yet 
he Hood by me, and let me rife up, and walk 
quietly over the bridge. There 1 was in the 

middle 





middle of the mob, and had a large held to go 
through, parted from the road by high rails, 
which had a broad ditch on eilhcv lide. When 
I came to the rails, I knew not how to get over, 
my breath being almoll fpent. And if I could, 
r faw no likelihood of efcaping the being thrown 
into the ditch. However they let me c ravvd over, 
without much hurtn. i3ut as foon as 1 was on 
die road, the fame perfon who flopped us on the 
bridge collared me, to drag me to the horfe-pond, 
while the rcil plaiilcred me over afrefh with dirt. 
But jufl as we came to the pond, a gemieman 
called out to him that' held me, ‘‘ J.et the man 
go.” He immediately- let' go his iiold, and 1 
pafled by the pond. 

1 had {till to walk tiirough the whole towji, 
my horfe being at tlie far end of it. Vv lien I 
came into the ftreet, they got the dirt out of the 
kennels, and threw it in my face. As no door 
was open* to take me in, I was obliged now and’ 
then to turn and face them (otherwife they fel- 
dom looked me in the face) in order to get breath. 
When I came into- the Market-place, there was 
a general Ihout, for the glorious vidlory. Before 
I got to the inn, I was juft ready to lie down, 
when one ftruck me violently, in order to ftrike up 
my heels. But 1 kept my feet, I know not how ; 
which 1 looked upon as a great mercy ; as fiich a 
fall upon tlie ftones mighthave done memuch hurt. 
At the fame time one threw a ftone, which ftruck 
me on the temple. I then concluded, I muft die 
in their hands. But by the mercy of God, I was 
ftrangely brought through all the multitude, to the 
inn where i had rdighted. Being fat down, my 
firlt thought was, “ Father, forgive them j for 
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they know not what they do.” Indeed rny ininciv 1 

(glory be to God !) was kept through the whole ^ 

in perfedl peace. By this time fome of my 
friends, who had followed at a diftance, were 
come in, and were walliing my wound ; when 
the mob came to the door, threatening what they 
would do to the houfe, if the landlord did not 
turn me out. He came in and faid, “ I cannot 
keep you here ; for the mob wnll pull down my 
houfe.” I told him, “ Sir, I am in your houfe : 
but while I ufe it as an inn, it is mine. Turn 
me out at your peril. If you fear your houfe, 

•apply to vi magilfrate for prote£fion.” He went 
to his landlord, who was a magiftrate, and or- 
dered him to take down the names of the chief 
rioters. After a while, I mounted my herfe in 
the yard, and then the gates being opened, rode 
through a Biower of ftoncs, and came fafe to our 
friend's houfe. But 1 was fo bruifed, almoft from 
head to foot, that when I was cold, I could 
hardly ftir. And it was a full year, before I 
quite recovered the hurts which J then received* 

The next day i W'ent back with a friend to the 
town. 1 foon found three of the rioters, to 
w hom I couhl fw'ear ; but the reft were abfeond- 
ed. Hearing the Juftices w'^cre in the Hall, we 
went thither without delay : and telling the Clerk, 

W'e had bufmefs wdtb the Court, we w^ere fpeedily 
introduced. The Chairman, after w^e had made 
our complaint, roughly faid, “ You are the ag- 
grellbr. And now you have the impudence to 
come to us, requiring juftice againft others !” I 
anfwered, “ 1 am here. If I have broke any 
law^, inflidl the penalty upon me. But in the 
mean time, I require you, in his Majefty’s name,, 
to do julticc upon thefe rioterb.” After more 

threatft,. 
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tlireats, I was defired to call upon one of them 
at his own houfe, when the Court was over. I 
did fo, and he behaved exceeding well, fending 
his ferieant for two of the rioters 5 one of whom 
brought his mailer to fpeak for him : but the 
juftice told him plainly^, “ Either make it up with 
Mr. Mather, or 1 will fend you- to gaol dire 6 lly.^* 
'I'hey both then alked pardon, promifed good be- 
haviour for the future, paid the expences and 
were difmilTed. The third fled ; but a warrant be- 
ing given, he was apprehended ; but upon the 
fame terms he was releafed. 

I cannot but remark another thing which hap- 
pened this year. Nottingham had at this time no' 
regular preaching. 1 had a Itrong defire to make 
a trial there, and came fliither in the afternoon. 
At Matthew Baglhav/’s, 1 found John Johnfon, 
of York, who faid, “ 1 am glad you are come; 
for here is a poor man, who is to die to-morrow, 
whofe behaviour is terrifying ; he cuifes, fwears, 
and threatens death, to all that have given evi- 
dence againll him ; the jailor in particular. He 
will fee no clergyman, but fays, he refolves to’ 
be a devil, that he may revenge himfelf* The 
miniller has given me free leave to riflt himi I- 
went this morning-, but he faid, “ Give y.our- 
felf no trouble about me. By this time to-mor- 
row, I fliall be a devil, and then 1 will come and 
tear that villain in pieces.” We immediately 
went to prayer, and vehemently wrellled wdth 
God on his behalf. After prayer, we went to- 
him, and at lirlt fight obferved an entire change 
in his behaviour. We enquired, when this fud- 
den change began ? And found, it was juft 
while we were at prayer. But we had little op- 
portunity of fpeaking to him, the miniller (for 

0^3 whonv’ 
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\^ !iom lie hatl feiit) being juft come, I couM 
only fay, as he pafled by me heavily ironed^ 
jefus Chi ill; is both able and willing to ftrike 
oft the heavier fetters of fin from your foul.” 
He looked earneftly, but faid nothing. We ap- 
plied again to the throne of grace, before and 
alter the preaching : and likewife great part of 
the night. We went early in the morning, and 
he was brought to us in the parlour. We talked 
and prayed with him fome time. After rifing 
from prayer, he faid to the jailor, “ I now for- 
give and love you : and I hope, and pray, that 
you will forgive me.” This was quickly noifed 
about the town, which filled the yard with fpec- 
tators, who crowded about the windows, which 
gave us an opportunity of fpeaking to them alfo. 
He now acknowledged the juftice of his fen- 
tence, and was refigned to it, having a ftrong 
hope of finding mercy. We attended him into 
the yard, when his irons were knocked off, am id ft 
a vaft croud, to whom we fpake much on the 
occafion. Thence we accompanied him to the 
church, and afterw^ards to the cart, which ftpod 
at the gate, ready to receive him. »But as he de- 
fired to w^alk between us, the fheriff gave him 
leave, and took much pains to keep off the croud ; 
at the end of the town, we fang part of that 
Hymn. 

“ O for a thoufand tongues to fing, 

My great Redeemer’s praife!” 

Dniring the three firft verfes, he feemed lifted 
up i but when we came to thofe words in the 
fourth verfe. 
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** His blood can make the fouled clean : 

His blood availed for me !” 

he rejoiced with joy unfpeakable. When wq 
came to the place of execution, the minifter 
prayed and w^ent away. The (heriff allowed us 
to pray with him again. And we committed his 
foul to God, in chearful hope of meeting him 
again in Abraham’s bofom. 

In the year 1758, being ftationed in New- 
caftle circuit, (which then reached as far as Muf- 
felborough) I made a vifit to Brechin, in my way 
to which, I was feized wdth the bloody flux. As 
foon as 1 got home, I took my room. 1 w^as not 
able to come down flairs for a month. My w ife 
was quite a flranger at Newcaflle : but 1 could 
leave her and all things to God. I fpoke freely 
to all who came to fee me, not letting any efcape 
out of my hands. Mr. Blair, the 'minifter, came 
frequently : and his fon, a phyfician, vifited me 
feveral times a day. It was now I difeharged the 
clotted blood, which had lain in me ever fince the 
riot at Boflon. Yet I did not recover, till I pre- 
vailed upon my mother to give me a large quan- 
tity of toafl and water. The diforder was then 
prefently flopped, and in a day or twm I went 
down flairs. 

The Sunday following, tlie Sacrament was to 
to be adminiftered. I fent a line to Mr. Blair, 
and defired to be admitted to it, if it would not 
offend any of his parifliioners. He immediately 
fent me a token, faying, « I will admit you, if 
they are all offended.” I went on Sunday, the 
firft day I was abroad. The fervice lafled from 
nine in the morning to five in the evening ; but 
I received no hurt. The next morning I hreak- 

fafled. 
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faded at Mr. Blair’s, with the minider that af- 
fided at the Sacrament. 'Fhey were fenfible can- 
did men. Mr. Blair defired me to give them an 
account of the work of God in England. But 
when I mentioned the greatnefs of the work, and' 
the fewnefs of the labourers, he faid, “ Among 
fo great a number of people, there mud be many 
men of learning : why does not Mr. W. fend 
them out This led me to mention the pre-re- 
quifites of a Methodid Preacher : namely, i. A 
knowledge of God, as his God, as having par- 
doned all his fins. 2. A life and convertation 
fuitable thereto. 3. A clear conviddion that he 
was called of God to the work : otherwife he 
could not bear the erodes attending it. 4. Some 
fruit of his labour, in convincing and converting 
of finners. Mr. Blair broke out, “ If thefe are 
the pre-requifites of a Methodid Preacher, they 
mud not come here for them.” I preached twice 
before I left Brechin, to a vad concourfe of peo- 
ple : and afterwards at Montrofe ; but 1 know 
not that it had any lading elfeCt, unlefs the re- 
moving of prejudice. 

In 1759, 1 was dationed in York circuit, 
which then included Yarm, Scarborough, and 
Hull circuits. In this year the work at Whitby 
began, and we had a great out-pouring of the 
the Spirit in many places. The next year 1 was 
in Stafford fliirc, where it pleafed God to work in 
a very eminent manner : at Darladon in parti- 
cular, where there was a fmall, but deady So- 
ciety of long danding. Several of thefe had 
borne much perfecution, and took joyfully the 
fpoiling of their goods. Ever fince their beha- 
viour has been unblameable : and yet none of 
them could fay, I know that my Redeemer 

liveth.” 
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fiveth.” Some of thcfe coming over to the prayer 
meetings at Wedntfbury, aiui hearing (what they 
thought they had never heard before) tliat they 
were to believe now ; that they might come to 
Chrift now, without any other qualification, than 
a fenfe of their own finfulncfs and helplefsnefs> 
W'cre utterly ailonifired : and they began to be 
amazed at their flowiicfs of heart. Prefently a 
prayer meeting \v*as fet up at Darla tlon. And ill 
a little time many fouls were fet at liberty. The 
oldelt flood out longelt. After all they liad done 
and fulffered, they found it hard to come, as hav- 
ing done nothing. And when they were urged 
to it in a chifs or prayer meeting, they were 
ready to gnafti with their teeth. But whether 
they would hear or forbear, God continued to 
add more and more fouls to his genuine gofpel. 
Nothing ftood before it. Many of the fervants 
and children of thefe old profelTors, cried out, 
“ What mud I do to be fared V* Being pointed 
to the Lamb of God, they believed and rejoiced 
in God their Saviour, to the utter aflonifhment 
of their unbelieving mailers and parents. In one 
night it w'as common to fee five or fix (and fome- 
tlmcs more) praifmg God for his pardoning mer- 
cy. And not a few' in Birmingham, Dudley, and 
Wolverhampton, as well as in Wednefbury and 
Darlafton, clearly teflified, that the blood of 
jefus Chrifl bad cleanfed them from all fin. 

Meantime the Societies increafed greatly. In 
Darlaflon we purchafed ground and built a 
Preaching-hoafe, and in Birmingham we hired a 
large building. Satan w'^as alarmed at this, and 
ftirred up outw^ard perfecution, both at Birming- 
ham and Wolverhampton. But it did us no 
hurt. Our brethren w^ent 011, not counting their 

lives 
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I lives dear unto themfelves. He tlien made- the 

I minds of foine of the c4d'Methodi{ls evil affed:ed- 

[ towards their bretJireH; They began; to fpealt 

I much evil, {particularly in their clalTcs) of them 

I and of this new do£lvine. A^nd any defect in 

thefe new converts (as they called them) were 
magnified to the u.tmoftn and then brought as an- 
undeniable proof, that the whote matter was 
wrong. Thefe v/ere earneflly fiippcjrted- by Mr. | 

1 J — s, formerly an itinerant, nov/ a local Preacher. 

To him they fent every tale that rxitiUce could in- 
vent, either againfl the work, or the inftruments- 
j employed thereinv my wife in particular •, whom 

I indeed God had been pleafed to make eminently 

I ufeful. This embarrafied me a little : however, 

we went on, and the work did not fufier mucli, 
till about the time of the Conference, when fame ^ 

of the Preachers, going through the circuit, and' I 

hearing only one fide (though they might have j 

heard both, as I was prefent) both privately en- - \ 

couraged the oppoiltiori, and in their public dif- 
courfes, dividing the people into the new and old- 
believers, ufed many unkind expreffions, to en- ^ 

I courage the old and difeourage the new believers,.- 

as they called tdiem.- This went hard with one i 

I that was not an old Preacher, this being but the | 

fourth year of my preaching, and the firfl of my | 

I acHng as an afTiftant. However, by the grace of 
God, far Icfs liurt was done than might reafona-' 

i biy have been expected. ^ 

As I wrote to you- the mofl minute circum- 
' fiances of the work, and vou w^ere there in the . 

very height of it, you judged it beil to place me 
in the Circuit another year. But I made a falle 
[ flep in the beginning of it. Longing for peace, 

; and preferring the judgment- of other men to , 

I mj 
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rny own, I .agreed that my Wife fliauld not 
liold any more prayer meetings. Immediately 
the work began to decay, both as to its fwiftnefs 
and extenhvenefs. x^nd though I continued to 
in fid: as ft rongly as ever upon the I'ame points, 
•yet there was not the fame eftecl, for want of 
leconding by prayer meetings the blow which 
was given in preaching. Mr. Wcftell laboured 
with me this year. We conftantly attended 
Stroud and Painfwick : at both places there was 
a large increafe ; as alfo In feveral other parts 
.of the Circuit, which then included Coventry 
and Shrevvfbury. 

After having been married near ten years, I 
iiad this year a fon. May he prove a blefting 
to many, and a comfort to his parents ! In 
May and June, you defired me to vifit Wales, 
and regulate the Societies there. They were all 
then fupplied by Mr. Taylor, who was exceed- 
ing ufeful among them. Tut the people in ge- 
neral were dilRcult to get, and more fo to keep, 
in Society. In many places however, they joined 
■together : and not a few of ^them remain to this 
day. 

In 1763, God revived his work in the Staf- 
fordfhire circuit : efpecially at Birmingham ; not- 
withftanding the difturbance w'hich we couft-antly 
had during the preaching, and the danger of be- 
# ing murdered by the mcb, when we came out of 

the houfe. No magiftrate could quell the rioters : 
or rather I fhould fay, none would. For it is 
certain, any magiftrate has power to preferve the ' 
peace, if he will. But at length Mr. Wortly 
Birch took them in hand : he laid fome of the 
rioters in the dungeon, and left them there a 
night or two to cool. . He fined the reft accord- 
ing 
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itig to law ; obliged them to pay the money 
down, and gave it to the poor. By this means 
their ftout fpirits were humbred, and we have 
Irad peace ev'er fince. This year a Preaching- 
houfe was built at Stroud \ and another at Wol- 
verhampton. But tliis was not long-lived : for 
foon after the mob afl'embled, and pulled it down 
to the ground. 

They had reigned here for a long time, info- 
much that it was dillicult for a MethodiO: to pafg 
the ftreets. And now, one could, hardly appear 
in them, but at the hazard of his life. The rioters 
had broke moll of their windows, and fwore they 
vrould pull down their houfes, and every Preach- 
ing-houfe near. Hearing of this at Stroud, i 
rode over immediately and found the whole coun- 
try in terror, as they expeCled every night the 
mob from Wolverhampton, to pull down the 
preaching-houies, at Dudley, Darlaflon, and 
MTdnefbury, with the houies of the Methodills. 
They came firil; to Darlafcon, a place long famous 
for rioting, hoping to meet with good encourage- 
ment. But a hog-butcher, who lived near the 
houfe, hearing the alarm, leaped out of bed, 
feized his cleaver, and running out, fwore death 
to the firil that meddled with it. So unexpedled 
a reception* quite difcoiiraged them, and made 
them run away fa Her than they came. Here we 
faw the good efiecil v/hich the late revival had 
upon the town in general. There were few left, 
who would eitiier perfecute themfeives, or fufier 
Others to do it. 

But Wolverhampton itfelf was Hill in a flame. 
A friend who was to accompany me to the town, 
had procured a pair of pocket-piilols, and of- 
fered me one. But 1 told him, « No : 1 am in 

God> 
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God’s work, and truft to his protection. And 
you mud return your piftols, or I cannot accept 
of vour company.” He did fo. When I came 
to the end of the town, the alarm was quickly 
fpread. So that before we came into the main 
ftrect, we had company enough. But they were 
reftrained, fo' that we received little abufe, fur- 
ther than bad language. I immediately went to 
the juftice, who granted a warrant ; but the con- 
ftable gave notice of it to the rioters, fo that 
none was taken : fome fled ; fome hid them- 
felves : the reft fet the juftice at defiance. This 
occafioned feveral neighbouring juft ices, to fix a 
day for meeting in the town. When they met, 
feveral of the rioters were brought before them. 
Three were bound over to appear at Staftord, 
where all the magiftrates gave attendance. The 
proof againft the rioters was full : yet the ho- 
nourable jury acquitted them all ! 

This gave them frefti fpirits : fo they hafted 
home with ribbons flying, and were falutcd with 
bells and bonfires, in one of wdiich they burnt 
me and my friend in effigy. Our friends now- 
found it more dangerous than ever to come into 
the town, or get to their houfes. Before I left 

Stafford, I waited on Lord D with Mr. 

Hayes, attorney, the perfon who prepared the 
mob, and himfelf made the firft breach in the 
houfe. I told him plain, either let Mr. Hayes 
rebuild the houfe, or w^e will try him for his life. 
He promifed it ftiould be rebuilt in fuch a time : 
and it w'as built accordingly. So did God de- 
liver us out of this complicated trouble. And 
all the tim"/ his w’ork profpered. 

But wffiat could not be done by perfecution, 
has been done by thofe w'ho brought in a new 
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doctrine among us. This foon checked, and has 
now well nigh deftroyed, both tlie root and 
branch of vital religion. They who receive this 
new light, not only defpife and fpeak evil of 
thofe that begat them to God, but even deny 
the reality of that unfpeakable bieffing, which 
they then received. They fay, “ We w^ere then 
blind, and knew nothing.” Happy ignorance 1 
Which enabled them to endure reproach, pain^ 
want : yea, to carry their lives in their hands, 
counting nothing dear, but to have a confcience 
void of offence, towards God and towards man. 

In Augufl 1770 , I was ftatloned in Briflol cir- 
cuit. Here 1 met with various exercifts. But 
I was more than conqueror, -and good v^^as done 
in BriRol, and in feveral other places. Particu- 
larly at Bath, where they were obliged firft to 
enlarge and then to gallery the Preaching-houfe. 
In the Spring I was called to Monmouth, to 
open a Preaching-houfe, which was duly licenfed. 
We preached with tolerable quietnefs till Sunday 
evening. The cburch-wardens then came before 
me, went in, and (hut the doors. Meantime the 
flreet was all in an uproar : 1 went on with Mrs. 
Hern and Mifs Fortune (my only companions) till 
v/e met the mob, who opened to tlie right and 
left, and let us pafs to the door. It was fhut, 
1 ut in a while I prevailed to have it opened. And 
one of them alked, what authority I had to 
preach? 1 alked, who he w^as ? He faid, the 
churchwarden. “ Then you have no authority 
to queftion me. , I (hall not fliew mine, but to a 
proper perfon. And 1 defire you wdll cither be- 
have well, or withdraw.” Another faid, “ Sir, 
will you fhew it me ? I am the chief conflable.” 
I anfwercd, « Sir, I wdll.” While he was read- 
ing, 



iClR. ALEX. MAYiLER. 



ing, the Churchwarden looked over him, and 
faid, “ O Sir, this will not doi” I laid. Sir, it- 
will do for me : and I require all of you who 
(lay, to behave hi a becoming manner The 
chief con liable then withdrew : but the crowd 
was fo great, that they could not half get in. 
And thofe without were fo noify, that nothing 
could be heard. So after a time I judged it belk 
to withdraw. 

In the evening the mayor fent dc firing me to 
attend him in the morning at tWi town-ha]!. I 
went. Soon after came the mayor, the clerk 
of the peace, and all the chief men' of the town. 
The rector and curate iifed fonie harlh words. 
The other gentlemen behaved civilly. But the5r 
alked fo many quell ions, arivl fpoke fo many ar 
a time, it was impofTihle to anfv/er. I faid, 
“ Gentlemen, be pleafed to fpeak one at a time.’’ 

‘ But this could not be done. Only they all agreed 
in defiring me to promife, that 1 would come no 
more. 1 told^ them, “ I would make no fuch 
promife ; no, not if my life depended upon it.*^ 
So we parted as we met, and the next day I got 
fafe to BriltoL 

In 1773, 1 was flatloned at Canterbury. Dur-* 
mg my Itay in this circuit, we had a fair prof- 
pcct of doing good at Gravefend. The congre- 
gations were l^rge, and not a few appeared to be 
much alFected. The Society ih'creafed, and all 
things were in’ a flourifhing conditkin, till a poof 
creature, one George Gould appeared, who at 
hrll came as one of our friends. But no fooner 
had he gained the affections of the people, than 
he pulled off the malk, and preached Calvinifm; 
"And hereby fuch a wound was given to the So- 
ciety, as is not healed' to this day. 

R 2 



In 



EXPERIENCE OF 



184 

In the year 1777? 1 was appointed for the Coin 
circuit. It was not long before, that the gallery 
in the Preaching-houfe, being full of people had 
fallen flat to the ground. And though no one 
was killed, yet fome limbs were broken, and 
many poor people bruifed. This obliged me to 
travel through many Societies, in order to defray 
thofe large expences, of taking care of thofe 
who were hurt, and rebuilding the gallery, as 
M^ell as building and furnifliing a houfe for the 
Preachers. But whatever fatigue I had was abun- 
dantly made up, by the kindnefs and liberality of 
our brethren. 

Having prepared the materials for the preach- 
iiig-houfe at Paddiham the next year, on the firll 
of OOober w-e laid the foundation. But a per- 
fon pretending a claim to the ground, when th^ 
wall was about a yard high, threw a part of it 
down. We bore this outrage, and proceeded in 
the work. This emboldened him to engage three 
mafons, wlio came in the night, when the roof 
was on, Vv’vefled out the fides of both doors with 
the lintdb, with a yard of the wall above. They 
broke the Tides of the two large windows, near 
three fcei on each fide *, they then made a large 
hole in t'iie pillar between the two windows, in- 
tending to throw down the houfe. But fuddenly 
fuch a' panic feized them, that firft one and then 
the other flopt fliort and ran away. Thefe re- 
turned no more. But their employer, with the 
third man, refolved to finifh their work. Prc- 
fently he was himfelf ftruck with a fear of being 
killed, and ran away, dragging his fellow wdth 
him. 

Being avcrfe to law, we bore this alfo : but 
we fet a watch on the houfe every night, till it 

was 
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was covered in and licenfed, in hopes we flioidd 
then be quiet. But on December the 21 ft, he 
brought two men at eleven in the forenoon, with' 
a' pickax and a crow, and dire£^ed tliem to begin 
at one of the doors, which was not quite re- 
paired. The workmen ftood amazed, but feve- 
ral of the townfmen quickly came to the place, 
two of whom were remarkably weak men, and 
one of them lame befides, one laid hold of the 
pickax, and one on the crow. They that held 
them were ftout men, the terror of the country. 

Many took part on each fide. 1 was in my room, 

and at ftrft thought not to ftir out. But tearing 

mifehief might be done, 1 fent for a conftable, 

and myfelf walked to the chapel. The young 

man was ftruggling with liim that held the pickax, 

to wdiom I fpoke, and he premifed to be quiet. 

Meantime fome took the crow from the other 

man, wdiich their employer obferving, ftruck a 

lad that helped them. He returned the blow. I 

A battle enfued, wherein the gentleman was- 

worfted, and roiled in the dirt. 

Finding there was no other way, I procured a j 

warrant from Serjeant Afpinwall, for the chief 
riotors. This was ferved immediately. The 
next morning we waited upon him, at his houfe, 
and he bound them' all over to the affizes. 

But I recollecting that Mr. W -n had faid 

before the ferjeant, he was willing to refer the- 
whole aftair to him, [ fent him word, “ I was 
willing too;” and defired him to name the time 
and place. But he would do neither. After 
preacliing at Millend in the evening, I went to 
bed *, but my deep departed from me. How- 
ever, I rofe as ufual", but before I went out of 
my room, 1 heard a knocking at the door. It 
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was one from Paddiham, who mournfully cried * ■ 

out, “ O Sir, we are all ruined ! Mr. W n 

has got a warrant for feven and twenty of us, 
and you are the firft in it. We mull be all at 
the Serjeant’s by noon.” 1 told him, “ I would 
be there.” As foon as I came, 1 faw Mr. W — n I * 

jutl going into the yard. I followed him clofe, 
to the great joy of my friends. We were near 
forty in number. The ferjeant coming to the 
door, I diked, “ Why I was fummoned ?” He 
aiifwered, “ For a riot.” I faid, “ Sir, you can- i 

not but know, that Mr. W. has done this out of \ 

mere litigioufnefs. But why Ihould we trouble i 

ilic wdiole country with our affairs ? Cannot we f 

fettle it between ourfelves ?” To this Mr. W. 
agreed. So as we had no bonds of arbitration 
ready, we both figned a mernorandum to the 
lame effccl. The poor people then went home 
in peace. After fome difficulties the bonds were 
hgned, and after hearing all parties, the ferjeant’s 
fcntence was, i. That the ground (part of which 
we ]»ad purchafed) fhould be equally divided be- | 

tween us and Mr. W. and 2. That he fliould 
pay us five pounds for the damage he had done. 

'i'hus we were at length delivered out of our 
trouble, and peace re-eftablifhed at Paddiham. ^ 

What I may meet with hereafter, 1 know not : f 

} can only fay, 1 find it in my heart, to fpend 
and be fpent for God, in promoting his glory i 

and the falvation of men. To that end 1 am de- t 

termined Hill to preach the whole Method! If doc- 
trine, and to fee that the difeipiine to which 
God has led us, be executed in all its branches. 

J fee more and more, that where it is not exe- 
cuted, little lalling good is done. I know this is j 

not tliC way of cafe, nor the way to popularity. j 

But 
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But as I fet out, without a view to either, fo I 
hope to continue, by the grace of God. 

I remain your affectionate. 

And dutiful Son in the Gofpel, 

ALEXANDER MATHER. 

After reading and confidering the foregoing 
account, 1 obftrved to Mr. Mather, That he had 
wholly omitted one confiderable branch of his 
experience, touching what is properly termed. 
The Great Salvation. He wrote me a full and 
particular anfwer, the fubflance of which I have 
fubjoined. 

JOHN WESLEY. 

“ I anfwer, i. With regard to the time and 
place, it was at Rotherham, in the year 1757. 
that I enjoyed it in a far larger degree, than I 
ever did before, or do now. And although my 
fituation the next year laid many hindrances in 
the way, yet 1 both preached it plainly, and 
flrongly encouraged thofe that had before expe- 
rienced it, and fiich as profefl'ed to receive it at 
that time, either at Sunderland or elfe where. 
This I continued to do in 59 and 60 : in which 
time many were made partakers of it, in York, 
at and near Locklington, in Hull, and various 
other places. It was the enjoyment of this 
which fupported me in the trials 1 met w’ith at 
Wctlncfbury, in the two following years. Dur- 
ing which,, many were added to the w'itneircs of 
it in Birmingham, Dudley, Darlalton, Wolvcr- 
harnj)ton aiul Wcilnelbury. It was my own ex- 
perience which emboldened me to aflert it, even 

where 
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where it was oppofed by our chief nrenabei^y 
partly becaufe of the f.iults of fome that pro- 
fefled it ; but chiefly becaufe of the natural en- 
mity of their hearts to God. 

“ What I had experienced in my own foul^ 
was an- infbantanecus deliverance from all thofe 
wrong tempers and afle<£l:ion3-, which I had long; 
and fenfibly groaned under. An entire difen- 
gagement from every creature, with an entire 
devotednefs to God': ami from that moment, I 
found an unfpeakable pleafure, in doing the will 
of God in all things. I had alfo a power to do 
it, and the conftant approbation both of my own 
confcience and of God; I had fimplicity of 
heart, and a fmgle eye to God, at all times and 
in all places ; with fuch a fervent zeal for the 
glory of God and the good of fouls, as f.val- 
iowed up every other care and confideration. 
Above all, 1 had uninterrupted communion with 
God, whether fleeping or waking. Oh that 
it were with me, as when the candle of the: 
Lord thus Ihone upon my head ! While I call 
it to mind, my foul begins to wing its way to- 
ward that immediate enjoyment of God. May 
it never be retarded, but prefs into the glorious 
liberty, which is equally free for all the -fons af 
God. 

‘‘ As to the manner wherein this work was 
wrought, I. After 1 was clearly juftified, Ivas 
foon made fenfible of my w'ant of it. For al- 
though 1 was enabled to be very circumfpeef, 
and had a continual power over outward and in- 
ward fin, yet I felt in me what 1 knew w'as con- 
trary to the mind which was in Chrift, and 
what hindered me from enjoying and glorify- 
ing him as I faw it was the privilege of a child 
of God to do. And fuch I knew myfelf to be, 

both 
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both from the fruit and the witnefs of his Spi- 
rit *, which I felt in a ilrong degree, fupporting 
me in conllicls of a very dole and particular 
nature. 2. My convidion of the need of a 
fartlier change, was abundantly increafed, by 
the fearching preaching of Mr. Wallh, of blelT- 
ed memory. This kept my confcience very 
tender, even to a degree of icrupulofity j and 
helped me to be much in private prayer, and 
kept me watching thereunto. 3. When I 
faw my call to preach, the difficulties attending 
that office (hewed me more and more the need 
of Inch a change, that 1 might bear all things ; 
and bv fearching the Scriptures, 1 faw the poffi- 
bility of it more clearly, and was llirred up to 
feek It more earneftly. 4; When I began tra- 
velling, I had no end, aim, or defign, but to 
fpend and be fpent for God : not counting 
my life, or any thing dear, fo 1 might finilh my 
courfe with joy ; which indeed 1 expected would 
be very ffiort, as « I dealt my life at every blow.’' 
I faw as clearly, as 1 do now, that nothing 
furthers that end fo much as a heart and life 
w'holly devoted to God. 

This made me negle<ft the advantage I had 
in my youth of a tolerable acquaintance with 
Latin, which I could eafdy have recovered : 
but this and every other gain 1 counted but lofs,. 
that 1 might win that intimacy with God, which 
I hill think to be the life of preaching. There- 
fore 1 hufbanded all the time, that I could fave 
from company, eating or llecpiiig, to lay out in 
wreflling with Cod, for myfelf and the flock ; 
fo 1 devoted to God, fome part of every leifure 
hour : over and above the hour from eleven to 
twelve in the forenoon, and from lour to five 
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m the afternoon. Herein I v/as Tweetljr tFrav/iy 
a^fter God, and had’ many and large views of 
that falvatioM which I wanted, and which he had- 
provided 'll! his Son-. The exceeding, great and* 
precious premifcs, were clearly opened to me. 
And having a full aifliranee of the power anT 
faithfulnefs of the Tromifer, my foul often- taileii 
of their fweetnefs. And though aubdief pre-’ 
vented my immediate poirdhon, yet 1 had a- 
blefled foretade of them. This ma<-le me defi re- 
full enjoyment more and mortv I abhorreil 
whatever feemed' to keep me from if. I fought* 
out every obil‘tu£lioii.- 1 was v/illing to olFer up-^ 
every Ifaac j and indam*ed with great anlour itv 
wreiUing-. with God *, determined not to let him 
go, till he emptied me of ail fiOj and filled me/ 
W'ith liimfelf. 

This I beheve he did; when X ventured up-^ 
on Jefus as fulBcient to fave to the uttermolh 
He wrouglit in me what I cannot exprefs, W’hat 
J judge it is impolTible to" utter. Yet f w'as not- 
long without reafoning : not concerning the: 
work ; of this I was abfolutely fure : but whe-- 
ther fuch and fuch things asT iboiv difcovered ii*> 
myfelf were confident with it. i\nd' this Imd 
its ufe,. as it qualiiied me to advife others, who,- 
though fiu.ted from- fni, were tried in the. famc- 
way. 

“ Upon this head I confulted Mr. Walffi ancC 
his advice helped me in fome degree;- But God- 
helped me much more in private prayer : hereiiv 
1 was clearly fatislied. i. Th_at deliverance 
from fin, does not imply deliverance from human 
infirmities. 2. That neither is it inconfiitent 
W’ith feeling our natural appetites, or with tlie 
regular gratification of them : and 3. That fal- 

vation^ 
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•fvatlon from fin is not inconfiflent with temptati- 
ons of various kinds. And all this you have 
clearly and fully declared mlhe “ Plain Account 
of Chriftian Perfection.” 

“ I have only to obferve, that while my foul 
was following hard after God, I had frequent 
temptations to refume my Latin and learn the 
other languages : efpeclali-y when I obferved 
fome of my brethren who had made fome pro- 
grefs therein, though they had not the fame 
advantages with me. But the comfort 1 found 
ill fpending all my time as above, and the 
thought, that hov/ever this might recommend 
them to fome hearers, yet they were not hereby 
more inflrumental than before, either in awaken- 
ing, converting or building up fouls, made me 
jquite eafy about it. This I have confidered 
.as the only bufinefs, and peculiar glory of a 
Methodifl Preacher. Not cliat 1 think our 
brethren wlio have made this progrefs, Iiave not 
been ufeful in all thefe refpeCfs ; but I think they 
are not more ufeful than they were when they 
were ftrangers to thefe things. And I doubt, 
whether they are fo uhful as they might have 
been, had they employed the fame time, the 
fame diligence, and the fame iiitenfenefs of 
thought, in the feveral branches of that work, 
for which they wdllingly gave up all. For my 
own part, I want to feel the fame principle 
.ever aCluating me, which 1 felt, the moment 1 fet 
out. 

“ Upon the whole, I find abundant caufe to 
praife God, for the fupport he has given me 
under various trials, and the wonderful deliver- 
ance from them. 1 praife him for fo preferving 
j.iie from impatience in them, that the enemy had 
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no room to fpeak reproachfully. In all, he has 
given me free accefs to the throne of grace ; often 
with a ftrong confidence of deliverance. I blefs 
God, that the trials I have met with, even from 
my brethren, have never given me an inclination to 
tlecline the work ; nor for any time together, to 
be lefs a£Uve in any branch of it. 1 alviays con- 
fidered, 1 had nothing which I had not received, 
and that the defignoOthe Giver was, that all 
fhould be ufed with finglenefs of heart, to pleafe 
God and not man. 1 praife Him, that though 
fome of the affairs I have been engaged in, being 
quite new' to me, fo deeply employed my thought 
as fometimes to divert me from that degree of 
communion with God, in w'hich is my only 
Iiappinefs, and without which my foul can never 
be at reft : yet he gives me always to fee, that 
the fulnefs of the promife is every chriftian’s 
privilege ; and that this and every branch of fal- 
vation, is to be received now, by faith alone- 
And it can only be retained by the fame means, 
by believing every moment. We cannot reft on 
any thing that has been done, or that may be 
done hereafter. This would keep us from living 
a life of faitli, w’hich I conceive to be no other, 
than the now deriving virtue from Jefus, by 
which w'e enjoy and live to God. My foul is 
often on the ftretch for the full enjoyment of 
this, without interruption, nor can I dilcharge 
my confcience, without urging it upon all be- 
lievers, now to come unto Him, nvho is able to fave 
unto the utlerm^ 
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An account of his Chara£fer and DEATH, 
as delivered by Mr. Benson, in his Funeral 
Sermon . 



M r. MATHER traveHod in the Methodifl 
Connexion forty-three years ; laboured 
in moft Circuits in the kingdom, and has been 
peculiarly well received, and, I believe I may 
fay, very ufeful in them all. In labours, you 
all know, he has been abundant ; and, as he 
laboured in dependance on divine grace, and 
^ith a fmgle eye to the glory of God, he 
who fent him, did not fuffer him to labour in 
vain, but gave him many feals to his miniftry. 
Many I am perfuaded were awakened, many 
jullified, and believers in general edified, by 
his mlniftry, wherever he came. MHiat fort of 
a preacher he was, you, in general well know, 
•having heard him frecjuently, not only during 
the lafl two years, in which he has had the care 
of this Circuit, but many of you, twenty-feven 
or twenty-eight years ago, wdien alfo he laboured 
in London, as you have hkewife, fince that 
time, often heard him occafionally. So that it 
is not neceifary I fiiould give you any chara£fer 
.of him in this refpe6l:. You will generally allow*, 

I think, that^he had very clear and jufi; views 
of the truth as it is in Jefus, in all its branches ; 
and that his preaching was peculiarly inftruaive, 
and very foiciole and imprefiive. He was nev’cr 
at a lofs for abundance and variety of edifying 
matter ; and, had he had the aid of a claflical edu- 

cation. 
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cation, his dlfcourfes, through a better arrange- 
ment, would have appeared to much more ad- 
vantage. His apprehenfion was peculiarly quick, 
his genius fertile, and his memory tenacious. 
Being naturally a man of llrong paflions, and 
divine grace having foftened and humbled his 
heart, he generally felt the truths he de- 

livered to others, and in confequence thereof, his 
hearers felt them too. 

Indeed he had a feeling heart in every fenfe, 
efpecially towards perfons in want and a{Bi61^ion ;, 
with whom he always fympathized, whom he 
was always ready to relieve according to his abi- 
lity, and for the relief of whom, he was often 
entrufted with conhderable fiims of money, by 
fome friends v.'ho were rich and benevolent, and 
whofe almoner he was. He was a man of dri6f 
integrity, of exemplary conducf, and of great 
zeal for the glory of God, and the falvation of 
fouls. This made him inftant in feafon and out 
of feafon in his endeavours to fpread the Gofpel 
of Chrift, which he well knew to be the grand 
means God hath made choice of both to fave 
mankind, and to advance his own glory. Nor 
did he confine his efibrts for this purpofe to the 
pulpit, but in private converfation, and in all 
companies where it could with propriety be done, 
he laboured to difiufe the odour of the know- 
letlge of God, and of the truths of his precious 
word. I have known few perfons more careful 
than he was, to improve converfation to the edi- 
fication of thofe prefent *, or more apt to teach^ 
to reprove^ rebuke and exhort^ with all long fuff er^ 
hur and djBrlne. And as his life was confittent 
with his teaching, and he was “ an example to 

believers in word, in behaviour, in love, in 

fpirit. 
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Ipirit, in faith, in purity,” what he advanced 
was gererally well received, and attended with 
a bleffing. • , 

13. As .the work of God in general was dear 
to him'', fo efpecially the w'elfare of the Me- 
thodid connexion. This, with the doclrine and 
difeipline thereof, lay very near his heart indeed; 
and when, at any time or place, matters wore a 
gloomy afpect, and circumftances arofe which 
feemed to. militate againft the fufety or profpe- 
rity of our caule, it touched him to the quick, 
and he was very prone- to yield to exccilive grief. 
And this, perhaps, was his great failing, for' 
that he had failings I do not decty, for I do not 
deny that he wasrw;^;/. Tlis grief on thefe oc- 
Cafions fometimes wore the appearance of, and 
was midakeii for afigery and perhaps I may allow 
that, in a fenfe, it was anger, even anger fimilar 
to that which he felt, who, we are informed, 
^ looked round about on the multitude with 
anger, being grieved for the hardnefs. of their 
hearts.” During thefe thirty years that I have 
known him 1 never knew any thing affedt him fa 
deeply, as what he thought touched the caufe of 
God, and affc£led the welfare of the Mcthodifl 
connexion. 

14. But I fliall tire out your patience. One' 
thing more it feems of importance I fhould ob- 
ferve before I give you an account of his lull 
ficknefs and death. When he^ was labouring at 
Kotherham, in the year 1757, he tells us the 
Lord greatly deepened his work in his foul. He 
was delivered from thofe wTong tempers and af- 
fections wdiich he had long and fenfibly groaned 
under. He felt an entire difengagednefs from 
every creature v/ith an entire devotednefs to' 

-2 God ; 
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God ; and from that moment found unfpeakabie 
pleafure in doing the will of God in. all things?, 
having alfo power to do it. And as he had the. 
approbation of his own confcience, fo he be- 
lieved alfo he had the approbation of God.‘ His^ 
heart then was undivided, and his eye fingle to 
the glory of God at all times and in all places j, 
and he was infpired with that fervent zeal for 
the glory of God and the good of fouls, which 
fwallowed up every other care and confideration. 

And above all, he had, he fays, uninterrupted \ 

communion with God fleeping and waking. He 
feems to have retained this clofe union with 
Ghrift, and conformity to him for fome time, 
but by no means till' he wrote the account (v/hich 
as I faid, was in the year 1780.) I fuppofe? 
however, he frequently enjoyed it, and that it 
was his chief fupport under the many trials he 
met with from affliclion and pain, from mobs, 
by feoffs and infults, by dirt, hones, and brick- 
bats, with which he was fometimes attacked? 
when about bis Mailer’s work ; from falfe bre- 
thren, and from feeing -the work of God hin- 
dered, and tlie focieties and congregations, di- 
vided and fcattered through Itrife and conten- 
tion. 

Speaking on tliis fubjecl, he fays, “ I find 
“ abundant caufe to praiie God for the fupport 
“ he has given me, under various trials, and the 
“ wonderful deliverance he has granted me from 
« them. 1 praife liim, for fo preferving me 
« from impatience In them, that the enemy has 
“ had no room to fpeak reproachfully. In all 
« he has given me free accefs to the throne of 
“ grace , often with ftrong confidence of deli- 
^ verance. 1 blcfs God, that the trials I have 

“ met 
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iHGf with, even from my brethren, have ntr'- 
vcr given me an inclination to decline the 
work : nor for any time together to be lefs 
“ a£\ive in it. 1 always confidered 1 had no- 
^ thing, which I had not received, and that the 
“ defign of the Giver was, that all fliould be 
“ ufed with finglenefs of heart to pleafe God,. 
“ and not man. I praife him, that though fome 
“ of the affairs I have been engaged in, being 
“ quite new to me, have fo deeply employed my 
“ thoughts, as fometimcs to divert me, fron\. 
^ that degree of communion with God, in which 
“ is my only happinefs, and without wdiich my 
“ foul can never be at rell: ; yet he gives me always 
“ to fee, that the fulnefs of the promife is every 
“ chriffian’s privilege, and that this, and every 
other branch of falvation is to be received nowr' 
“ by faith.’' 

iSuch were his view’s, dehres and rcfoliitions 
twenty years ago, and I believe they were not 
materially altered after that time. What his 
fpirit and conduel: were of late, many of you 
know better than I. He has been your mini! ter, 
and fuperintendant of the focieties in this city, 
and the neighbourhood, thefe two laff; years, and 
you have liad frequent opportunities of obferv- 
ing, how he conducted himfelf, and, which is 
the chief evidence of the power of grace, with# 
what degree of patience and reftgnation he fup- 
ported the tedious, complicated, and painful af- 
fliction, wherewith it pieafed God, to exercife, 
and perfect him. For it w'as neceffary that he, 
like his Mafter, fliould be perfected through fuf- 
ferings. His fufferings indeed, for fome years, 
have occafionally been great ; but for fix or eight 
months nearly uninterrupted. At the time I lafl: 
S 3 
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faw him, the time referred to before, his affli^fion- 
was great indeed. And what I was then a wit- 
nefs to I fltall never forget. The moment his- 
dear friend Mr. Pav.'fon, and I entered the room, 
his pale face, his emaciated body, and his death- 
like appearance, (truck and affected us exceed- 
ingiy, and for fome minutes we both remained 
(ilent and wept. At length he attempted to ad- 
dreis us, and with a low whifper, not being able 
to fpeak above his breath, he faid, « Through 
the mercy of God I have got hither, by a mi-* 
racle ; but why 1 am here I know not ; for I 
feem to be of no ufe.” I faid, “ You are here, 
that you may be an example of patience^ by fuf- 
fering the will of God, as you have long been of 
diligence in doing it. And doubtlefs, you find 
this an harder duty, than the other.” Indeed 
I do,” faid he, “ but 1 find, the grace of God 
fuihcient for this alfo.” He then expreffed him- 
felf, in a moft clear, pertinent, and feeling man- 
ner, concerning our redemption by Chrill, as I 
have mentioned above, and of his whole depen-. 
dence, being on this alone, and not on any thing 
he had done or fuffered, for falvation. We were 
both much affc£fed while he difcourfed on this 
fubje£f. After this he fpoke concerning the 
Methodift connexion in a way, which fhew’ed 
how much his foul v/.as wrapped up in the prof- 
perity of it, and gave us many cautions and ad- 
vices, urging us efpecially to attend, at the Con- 
ference, to the ftate of the poor Preachers, many 
of whom, he faid, he knew to be in great want 
and diffrefs. After he had quite fpent himfelf 
with fpeaking to us, on thefe, and fome other 
fubjedls, we kneeled dowm to pray, as we had 
realon to believe, for the laft time. But we,. 

could 
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could not fpeak much. We could do little more- 
than weep in filence, and gave vent to our tears- 
and fighs. We then bid him farewell. Mr. 
Pawfon, indeed, might intend to fee him again- 
the next day, but I took my leave of him not ex- 
pecting to fee him again, as it has happened, till 
the refurre£lioifof the j nil. 

He continued to be patient and refigned, as he 
had been all along from the firft attack of his 
dilorder, and retained his- confidence in God, 
and his hope of everiafting life, to the very lad ; 
exemplifying, in a glorious manner, in his expe- 
rience and behaviour, the following well known, 
anti ilriking defeription of a triumphant death : 

“ Thro’ nature’s wreck, thro’ vanquiflied agonies, 

(Like the ftars ftriiggling thro’ the midnight gloom,) 
What gleams of joy ? What more than human peace ? 
VVhere the frail mortal, — the poor abjedt Vvorm ? 

No, not in deaths the mortal to be found ! 

His condudl is a legacy for all, 

Richer than Mammon’s for his fingle heir. 

His comforters he comforts : Great in ruin. 

With unrcluflant grandeur, gvvez^ not yieldsy 
His foul fu'Jime, and clofes with his fate.” 

On Saturday night, Auguft i6, fpeaking to- 
his much eftcemed friend Mr. Robert Spence of 
York, he faid, “ What I told you upon your 
fi'rfi vifiting me after my arrival at York, I dill 
feel to be a truth, viz. that I have no where to 
look, nor any thing elfe to depend upon for fal- 
vation, but Ciirid : and my confidence in him 
IS FIRM AS A ROCK. My faith has frequently, 
been, aflaulted, during my afHi<£fion, in an lina- 
fual manner, but it has never fiirunk in the lead 
degree : 1 feel a blefled evidence of my accept- 
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ance, and a facred fenfe of God’s prefence being- 
with me always. How comfortable are thefe 
words, “ He that cometh to me, I will in no- 
wife call out. God fo loved us, that he gave 
his only Son to be the propitiation for us.” 
There is no other name, no other Redeemer; on 
him my foul relies. Mine is a hope of more 
than forty years ; it cannot eafily be fliaken.” 

On Monday the i8th, being in extreme an- 
guifli, he faid, “ 1 long to be gone ; I long to 
be gone and defired me to pray for his dimif- 
fion. After riling from my knees, I faid, that’ 
this could only be afked with fubmiffion : he 
fweetly and reverently anfwered, “ With great- 
fubmidion ; with great fubmifhon.” After pauf- 
ing a while, he faid, “ I am happy in Jefus,: 
but my fufferings are very great and added, 

“ Rivers of life divine I lee, 

“ .^.nd trees of I’aradife : 

O let me be there : — I’ll be there, there, 
there : O that it might be this night ; O hide 
me among thefe trees : — Here may I have an^ 
abiding place ! 

“ ’ ris there, with the Lambs of thy Flock ! — 

“ There only I covet to reft. 

“ But if I may not have the privilege, the 
happinefs, the honour, of being with thee this 
night, may I be refigned to thy wnll — O that 
exercife of praife and thankfgiving ! It has been 
the delight of my foul — my chief, exercife on 
earth. — 1 have loved thy word, thy law, thy peo- 
ple, and I flill love them. 



« Let. 
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“ Let it rot my Lord difpleafe, 

“ 'I hat I would die to be his guelL — 

« Jefus anfwers, Thou art all fair, my love 5 
there is no fpot in thee. — Arife, my love, my fair 
one, and come away — Jefus has made me all 
fair.’' Again, when labouring under the moft 
extreme pain, anguiih, and anxiety, (for his 
complicated afflitSlions, racked his body with the 
moll torturing fufferings, and bowed down his 
formerly llrong fpirits with the heaviell de- 
prelTion,) he moll alFeclingly cried out, “ O God, 
my heart is broken within me — Why are thy* 
chariot wheels fo long in coming ? — Lord, grant 
me patience ; and then, as though his prayers 
were immediately anfwered, he calmly faid,. 

“ To patient faith the prize is fuie, 

“ And they that to the end endure 
“ The ciofs, flia’l w*ear the crown.” 

On Wednefday morning the after a 

night of inexpreluble fiifftrings, he was compof- 
ed and 11 umbered a little. When he aw'oke he 
feemed furprized to find himfelf Hill in the body, 
and faid, Why did you call me back? — 1 have 
been in Paradife.— As furely as I fliall go there 
again, I have been in heaven this morning.” 
Then, after taking leave of, and giving Iiis dying 
advice to the family, he turned to Mrs. Mather, 
and faitl, x\s for you my dear, I can fay no- 
thing to you that 1 have not already fiid ; but, 
(pointing to tlie Bible,) that book is yours, and 
the Author of it.” On this night, amongll 
many other I'.eavcnly breathings, 1 obferved Iiim 
to fay, “ O Jefus, whom I have loved, w'hom 
I do love, in whom I delight, I furrender mvfelf 
unto thee.” 'Ihis was a night of peculiar afflic- 
tion. 
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tfon, which he bore with the' utmofi: degree 
Oirihian patience. 

On Friday the 22 d^ about two liours^before' 
his departure, and nearly the laft' words he ut- 
tered^ he was heard to lay, “ I now know that' 
1 have not fought thee in vain 1 have not — I 
have not — I have not.” And thenj “ O thou 
that caufed light to Ihine out of darknefs, fliine' 
upon my foul with the light of the knowledge of 
the Son of God. That Name above every; Name 
for ever dear — it difpels all my fears — -O pro- 
claim, proclaim- Jesus. Telhme, {liall-I- be wdth 
him THIS night?” On- being anlwered, Yes,- 
there is no doubt of it, he cried out, “ He that 
I have ferved for near fifty years, wall not forfake 
me me now. — Glory be to God and the Lamb,, 
for ever and ever. Amen. Amen. Amen. ’ 
Soon after this his voice failing, he Ipoke very 
little audibly; but by the motion of iiis lips, ap-' 
peared engaged in filcnt ejaculations, till feem- 
ing to fail into a fweet Humber, he filently, and 
almoft imperceptibly, breathed his foul into the 
arms of his loved and adored Redeemer, about, 
four o’clock in the afternoon. 

And now, my brethren, is not this moft ani- 
mating ? Methinks had w^e been prefent at fuch 
a ('lofty of fui'h a lify by fiwh u many we fhouhi 
have felt a little of the ardour deferibed in the 
lines immediately following thofe above quoted. 

“ How our hearts burnt within us at the feene ! 

“ Whence, this brave bound o’er limits fixt to man \ 

“ His God fuftains him, in l)is final liour ! 

“ His final hour brings glory to his God ! 

“ Man’s glory he.aven vcuchfafes to call her own. 

, ti We gaze 5 we weep, mixt tears of grief and joy ! 

Amazement 
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“ Amazement Ai ikes ! Devotion bui As to flame ! 

“ Chriltians adore ! and inlidtlb believe.” 

Thus Hved, and thus died, Alexander Mather. 

I Than whom, perhaps, no perfon has been more 

mniverfally refpetSted among us, as an “ intelli- 
gent and judicious man, a pious and exemplary 
Chriflian, a fympatliizing and Heady friend, and 
,a. faithful, diligent labourer in the Lord’s vine- 
^yard.” What was faid of L^emetrius, by 8t. 
John, (as fome of you heard from Mr. I3rad- 
■burn, this morning,) was indeed very applica- 
ble to him, “ He had a good report of all 

men, and of the truth itfelf.” May we, whe- 
dher preachers or people, follow him, as he fol- 
lowed Chrift ! Confidering the end of liis con- 
•verfation, and how the Lord fupported him in 
his hdl moments ; may we imitate his faith and 
patience, and perfevere in our endeavours to aid 
the good caufe, which he fo long laboured to ' 
rfupport, and help forward in the earth : — the 
caufe, which the ApoHles, the EvangeliHs, tlie 
Saints, and die Martyrs of former ages, had fo 
much at heart ; which the Son of God himfelf 
came from heaven to promote, and for wliich he 
did not thiiik it too much to give his life. We 
ourfelves alfo, let us remember, are ready to be 
offered, and the time of -our departure is likewife 
at hand. Let us, like our departed friend, make 
it our chief care to “ fight the good fight, to 
.linifh our courfe, and keep tlie faith that for 
us alfo, through the fame Redeemer, and in 
confequence or redemption in him, there may 
be laid up << a crown of rightcoufnefs, which 
the Lord, the rigliteous Judge, may give us in 
that day ; and not to us only, but to all that love 
liis appearing.” Amen ! Amen ! 
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I WAS born in the parifli of Biugley, York- 
iliire, l^ec. 3d, 1726. My parents both died 
in the faith. I lived with them feven years, and 
feven more w^ith an uncle, v/ho was in the fame 
parifli. From five years old I had firong con- 
yiclions at times, ami put up many prayers for 
mercy. And though 1 had no one to teach me, 
yet I had tlie fear of God in my heart. If 1 was 
overtaken in any fin, I was much troubled, till 
I had faid my prayers, which I thought would 
make all up. 

At fourteen, I was put apprentice to be a ma- 
fon. While I lived with my mafier, I had little 
concern for my foul. But after fix years, at the 
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Yorkflilre Blues. I continued with them about I 

a year. There was one man among us, who ! 

had the fear of God before his eyes. He gave I 

me goo^ advice, w^hich one time, in particular, ‘ j 

took great effe6t upon me and my comrade. ^Ve i 

both of us were under deep convictions, but | 

knew not what to do to be faved. I began to j 

fear death exceedingly, knowing 1 w'as not fit i 

to die. Thefe words followed me continually ; | 

“ Curfed is every one that continueth not in all 
things written in the book of the law, to do 
them.” I thought 1 mull fulfil the law, or be , 

damned. 1 drove all I could to fulfil it j but I 
thought 1 grew worfe and worfe, till my load 
was many times heavier than I could bear. 

In the year 1 746, the rebellion being over, 
we were difcharged. I then fought for a people | 

that feared God, and foon joined the Society. j 

I heard John Nelfon feveral times, and began to 1 

have fome hope of finding mercy : fome time 
after I w^ent to hear Mr. Grimfiiaw, and was Vi 

convinced that we are to be faved by faith ; yea, . 
that the very word of finrrtrs might be faved,* 
by faith in jefus Chrid. Soon after, I heard 5 

Mr. Charles WeHey preach from thefe w'ords, ! 

“ I am determined not to know any thing among ' 

you, five Jefus Chrid and him crucified.” He 
diewed clearly, that Chrid is able and willing to V 
fave the greated Tinners. I was much refredied ; 

under the fermoh, and much more fo, in finging 
thefe words : i 

Whither Ihould a firmer go ? 

His wonnds for me ftand opened wide ; 

Only Jefus will I know, 

And Jefus crucified. 

T 
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But when he told us, wc might know our fins 
.forgiven in this life ; yea, this very moment, it 
feemed to me new do£lrine, and I could not be- 
lieve it at all. But I continued in prayer *, and 
in a few days, I w^as convinced of it to my great 
joy. The love of Chrifl broke into my foul, 
and drove away all guilt and fear : and at the 
fame time he filled my heart with love both to 
God and man. I faw that God was my falva- 
tion, and now could truft him, and praife him 
with joyful lips. I could fmg with all my heart, 

O whatfhall I do, my Saviour to praife ? 

So faithful and true. So plenteous in grace ? 

So ftrong to deliver, So good to redeem, 

The wtakefi believer that hangs upon him ? 

Soon after this, Mr. John Wefiey came to 
Bradforth, and preached on, ? his one thing I do. 
He joined feveral of us together in a clafs, which 
met about a mile from the town. But all of them 
fell back and left me alone ; yet afterwards fome 
of them returned. Before this, I thought my 
• hill was fo ftrong, that I could never be moved.. 
But feeing fo many fall into fin, I began to fee 
danger in my way. I began to feel an evil heart 
of unbelief, and was fully convinced, that there 
mull be a farther change in my heart, before I 
could be eflablifiied in grace. Afterwards I re- 
moved to Kighley, and had many opportunities 
of hearing, and profiting by Mr. Grimfiiaw. But 
feeling my corruptions, with ftrong temptations, 
I fell into great doubtings. I was almoft in def- 
pair. full of unbelief. 1 could fcarce pray at all. 
I was in this ftate near half a year, finding no 
comforL in any thing. But one evening, one of 
our friends prayed in the Society, and my foul 

was 
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was fet at liberty.. All my doubts fled away^ 
and faith and love once more fprung up in"my 
heart. I afterwards faw, that God had a farther 
end in thefe trials and deliverances. 

Not long after this, 1 felt a great defire to tell 
others what God had done for my foul. I wanted 
my fellow creatures to turn to the Lord, but faw 
myfdf utterly unfit to fpeak for him. I fiuv the 
neighbourhood, in which I lived, abounding with 
all manner of wickednefs. And no man caring 
for their fouls, or warning them to flee from the 
wrath to come. I began to reprove fin wherever 
I was, though many hated me for fo doing. I 
regard that ; for God gave me an in- 
vincible courage. But ftill I did not fee clearly, 
whether I was called to fpeak in public, or no. 
After many reafonings in my mind, I ventured 
to give notice of a meeting. W^hen the time 
Came my foul was bowed down within me ; my 
bones (hook, and one knee fmote againft the 
other. I had many to hear me : fome of them 
heard me with pain, and advifed me to fpeak no 
more^ in public. But one young woman was 
convinced of her lofl: condition, and never refted 
till fhe found redemption. 

But this did not fatisfy my friends. So, as 
they were not willing to receive me, I went to 
tliole that would ; and God began to blefs my 
weak endeavours. Yet I was not fatisfied my- 
felf. For feveral weeks I had great trouble in 
my mind. I thought no man’s cafe was like 
mine. »50irietimes I wiflied, I had never been 
born. Mod of my. friends were againft me. I 
was full, of fears within, and had a perfecuting 
world without. But all this time my heart was 
drawn out in prayer, that God would fhew me 
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the way wlierein I fhould go. Being now em- 
ployed at Sir Walter Coverley’s, in the parilh of 
Guifelev, 1 met with a few ferious people at Yea- 
don. They were jult fetting out in the ways of 
God, and de fired me to give a word of exhorta- 
tion among them. 1 did fo a few times, and 
God was pleafed to blefs it to their fouls. The 
little fociety increafed, and they all dearly loved 
one another. But fatan was not idle. Every 
time w-e met, a riotous mob gathered round the 
houfe, and dilturbed us much. 

One evening, while William Darney was 
preaching, the curate of Guifeley came at the 
head of a large mob, who threw eggs in his 
face, pulled him down, dragged him out of the 
houfe on the ground, and damped upon him. 
The curate himfelf then thought it was enough, 
and bade them let him alone, and go their way. 
Sometime after, Jonathan Malkew came. As 
foon as he began to fpeak, the fame mob came, 
pulled him down, ami dragged him out of the 
houfe. 'They then tore off his clothes, and 
dragged him along upon his naked back, over 
the gravel and pavement. When they thought 
they had fulTiciently bruifed him, they let him 
go, and went away. With much difficulty he 
crept to a friend’s houfe, where they drefied his 
wounds, and got him fome clothes. It was my 
turn to go next. No fooncr was 1 at the town, 
than the mob came, like fo many roaring lions. 
My friendiS advifed me not to preach that night *, 
and undertook to carry me out of the town. But 
the mob followed me in a great rage, and ftoned 
me for near two miles, fo that it was feveral 
weeks before I got well of the bruifes I then re- 
ceived. 



About 
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About this time a carpenter was fwearing hor- 
ribly, whom 1 calmly reproved. He immedi- 
ately flew into a violent paihon, and having an 
axe in his hand, lifted it up, and fwore he would 
cleave my head in a moment. But juft as he was 
going to ftrike, a man that ftood by, fnatched 
hold of bis arm, and held him, till his paflion 
cooled. At firft, I felt a little fear, but it foon 
vaniflied away. 

While 1 was working at Sir Walter’s, fome 
one informed him that 1 was a Methodift. He 
was much difpleafed, faying, << I like him for a 
workman ; but I hate his religion.” This was 
chiefly owing to his fteward, whom I had often 
reproved for fvvearing. He mortally hated me 
on that account. But in a little time he was 
taken ill. Perceiving himfelf worfe, he fent a 
meflage to me, earnelUy defiring, I would come 
and pray with him. 1 went, and fouml him in an 
agony of conviction, crying aloud for mercy. I 
fhewed him, where mercy was to be found, and 
then went to prayer with him. While I pray- 
ing, his heart feemed broken, and he was bathed 
in tears. He owned, he had been a grievous 
finner ; but he cried to God with his lateft 
breath, and I believe, not in vain, 

I ftayed fome time after in thcfe parts, and 
was fully employed>. All the day 1 wrought 
diligently at my bufinefs ; in the evenings I call- 
ed finners to repentance. And now the mobs 
were not fo furious, fo that we had no confi- 
derable interruption. In the mean time, I 
waited to fee^ whether the Lord had any thing 
for me to do ? I made it matter of continual 
prayer, that he would make my way plain be- 
fore me. And in a little while, 1 had much 

T 3 more 
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more of the beft work upon my hands. I was 
dcfired to give an exhortation at a village, called 
Hartwith. I went thither feveral times. Several 
here were deeply convinced of fin : and two or 
three foon found redemption in the blood of 
Jefus, the forgivenefs of fins. Afterwards I 
was invited to Trilk. Here I found a few hun- 
gry fouls. But they were as Iheep without a 
fliepherd, feldom hearing any thing like thp 
golpei. I fpent two nights among them. The 
ferious people were much refreflied : fome were 
awakened and faw their danger, and cried out for 
mercy. 

After this I went to Stockton, where I found 
a lively people, who had been joined in fociety 
for fome time. I preached feveral times among 
them with great liberty of foul, and freedom 
of fpeech ; and to all appearance the word had 
much eft'ecT on the hearers. Here I met with 
Mr. Larwood, who behaved very kindly to me, 
and told me he hoped 1 Ihould be very ufeful if 
1 kept humble. He then fent me before him 
to York and Leeds, where I preached and gave 
notice of his coming. From Leeds I went to 
Birllal. It happened to be their preaching night. 
John Nelfon was fick in bed, fo the people de- 
iired me to preach, or give them a word of ex- 
hortation. Accordingly I preached in the beft 
manner 1 could, and the people feemed well fa- 
tisfied. The next day I went to High-Town, 
and preached to a large congregation in the 

evening. I had much liberty in fpeaking, and 
found a great blelfing to my own foul ; and I 
h^ve reafon to believe that the people were well 
fatisfied. 
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From Birftal I went to Heptonftol. Here I 
met with a lively people who received me very 
kindly. I gave feveral exhortations among them, 
and the word went with power to many hearts. 
1 continued fome time in thefe parts, and went 
to feveral places in Lancafhire. Here alfo I 
found many were awakened, and feveral found 
peace with God, while I was among them. I 
endeavoured to form a regular circuit in thefe 
parts, and in a little time gained my point. 

1 continued in thefe parts fome time, and have 
reafon to hope that 1 was ufeful among them. 
In one place 1 met with a mob of women, who 
put me into a pond of water, which took me 
nearly over my head. But by the ble fling of 
God, I got out fafe, and walked about three 
miles in my wet clothes, but 1 catched no cold. 
I continued fome time in thefe parts, encouraged 
by the example and advice of good Mr. Griin- 
fhaw. 

One time, Paul Greenwood and I called at his 
houfe together, and he gave us a very warm ex- 
hortation, which I fhall not foon forget. He 
faid, “ If you are fent of God to preach the 
gofpel, all hell will be up in arms againft you. 
Prepare for the battle, and (land fafl: in the good 
ways of God. Indeed you mufl: not expeft to 
gain much of this world’s goods by preaching 
the gofpel. What you get muft come through 
the devil’s teeth ; and he will hold it as fall as 
he can. I count every covetous man, to be one 
of the devil’s teeth. And he wdll let nothing 
go, for God and his caufe, but what is forced 
from him.” 

In the year 1751, I was llatloned at Lincoln- 
fliire. 1 found a ferious people, and an open 
door ; but there were many adverfaries. This 
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was far the mod trying year which I had ever 
known. But in every temptation God made a 
way to efcape, that I might be able to bear it. 

On Sunday, Auguft the 7th, I came to Rang- 
dale, very early in the morning. 1 preached, as 
ufual, at five. About fix, two conftables came 
at the head of a large mob. They violently 
broke in upon the people, feized upon me, pulled 
me down, and took me to a public-houfe, where 
they kept me till four in the afternoon. Then 
one of the con (tables Teemed to relent, and faid, 
«« 1 will go to the minifter, and enquire of him, 
whether we may not now let the poor man go V* 
When he came back, he faid, “ lliey were not 
to let me go yet.” So he took me out to the 
mob, who prefently hurried me away, and threw 
me into a pool of (landing water. It took me 
up to the neck. Several times I drove to get 
out, but they pitched me in again. They told 
me I mufl go through it feven times. I did lo, 
and then they let me come out. When I had 
got upon dry groural, a man ftood ready with a 
pot full of white paint. He painted me all over 
from head to foot ; and then they carried me 
into the public-houfe again. Here I was kept, 
till they had put five more of our friends into the 
water. Then they came and took me out again, 
and carried me to a great pond, which was railed 
ill on every fide, being ten or twelve feet deep. 
Here, four men took me by my legs and arms, 
and fwung me backward and forward. For a 
moment I felt the fiehi Ihrink •, but it was quickly 
gone. 1 gave my felt up to the Lord, and was 
content his will fhoukl be done. They fwung 
me two or three timies, and then threw me as 
far as they could into the water. The fall and 

tlie 
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the water foon took away my fenfes, fo that I 
felt nothing more. But fome of them were not 
willing to have me drowned. So they watched 
till 1 came above water, and then catching hold 
of my clothes with a long pole, made fliift to 
drag me out. 

1 lay fenfelcfs for fome time. When I came 
to myfelf, I faw only two men {landing by me. 
One of them helped me up, and defired me to go 
with him. He brought me to a little houfe, where 
they quickly put me to bed. But 1 had not lain 
long, before the mob came again, pulled me out 
of bed, carried me into the ftreet, and fwore they 
would take away one of my limbs, if 1 would not 
promife, to come there no more. I told them, 

I could promife no fuch thing.” Bat the man 
that had hold of me, promifed for me, and took 
me back into the houfe, and put me to bed 
again. 

Some of the mob then went to the minifler 
again*, to know what they muft do with me ? 
He told them, « You muft take him out of the 
parifti.” So they came, and took me out of bed 
a fecond time. But i had no clothes to put on j 
my own being wet, and alfo covered with paint. 
But they put an old coat about me, took me 
about a mile, and fet me upon a little hill. They 
then ftiouted three times, “ God fave the King, 
and the devil take the preacher,” and left me. 

Here they left me pennylcfs and friendlefs : 
for no one durll come near me. And my 
ftrength was nearly gone *, fo that I had much 
ado to walk, or even to ftand. But from the 
beginning to the end, my mind was in perfe<Sl 
peace. I found no anger or rdentment, but 
could heartily pray for my perfecutors. But I 

knew 



214 



EXPERIENCE OF 



knew not what to do, or where to go. InJeecf 
one of our friends lived three or four miles oiT. 
Bat I was fo weak and ill, that it did not feem 
poffible for me to get fo far. However, I trufted' 
in God, and fet out ; and at length 1 got to the 
houfe. The family did every thing for me that 
was in their power : they got me cloaths, and 
whatever elfe was needful. I re fled four days 
with them, in which time my ftrength was to- 
lerably reftored. Then I went into the Circuit, 
and (bleffed be God !) faw much fruit of my 
Jabour, In the midft of perfecution, many were 
brought to the faving knowledge of God. And 
as the fufFerings of Chrift abounded, fo our con- 
folations by Chrift abounded alfo. As to th« 
lions ^ at Rengdale, an appeal to the Court of 
King’s- Bench, made both them and the Minifies 
quiet as lambs. 

Coming in December into Lancafhire, I found 
trials of quite another kind. The poor people 
were in the utmoft confuiion, like a flock of 
frightened fheep. John Bennet, who before 
k)ved and reverenced Mr. Wefley for his work’s 
fake, fince he got into his iiew’^ opinions, hated 
him cordially, and laboured to fet all the people 
againlt hiin. He told them in the open congre- 
gation, thirit Mr. Wefley was a pope, and that 
he preached nothing but popery. December the 
'^oth, I met him at Bolton. I defired him to 
preach ; but he would not. So 1 got up and 
fpoke as w'ell I as could, though with a heavy 
heart. After ! had done, he met the Society, 
and faid many bitter things of Mr. Wefley. He 
then fpread out his hands, and cried, “ Popery, 
Popery ! I will not be in connexion w'ith him 
any more.” 1 could not help telling him, “ The 

fpirit 



Mr. THOMAS MITCHELL. 21^ 

fplrit in vv'hich you now fpealc, is not of God. 
Neither are you fit for the pulpit, while you are 
of fuch a fpirit.” While 1 was fpeaking, a 
woman that Hood by me, (truck me in the face 
with all herpnight. Immediately all the congre- 
gation was in an uproar. So I thought it belt 
to retire. After, I believed it was my duty to 
expoftulate vith him But it did not avail : it 
feemed to me that all love was departed from 
him. His mind was wholly fet againft Mr. 
Welley, and againfl the whole Method ill doc- 
trine and difcipline. And he had infufed his 
own fpirit into the people in many places : fo 
that I had hard work among them. But the Lord 
kept my foul in peace and love. Glory be unto 
his holy name ! 

In May 1752,! came to Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, 
where, after all the dorms 1 had gone throuoh, 
I was greatly refrefhed among a loving, peace- 
able people, with whom I laboured with much 
iatisfadion. And it pleafed the Lord to profper 
my labour in Berwick-upon-Tweed. Gatediead- 
hell, and many other places, where many fiiiners 
were both convinced and converted to God. 

On May 8th, 1753, 1 came with Mr. Welley 
from Newcad-le to York. On the 12th, he 
preached to a large congregation ; and the next 
morning, from “ Let us come bohily to the 
throne of grace, that we may find mercy, and 
grace to help in time of need.” I never fiiw a 
congregation fo adetded. Mod of the people 
were in tears, fome for joy, and fome from a 
fenfe of their fins. He had deligncd to go on 
to Lincolnfliirc. But through the importunity 
of the people, he confented to day a little at 
York, and defired me to go in liis place. 
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From the following Conference, (at which 
fourteen Preachers were prefent, befide Mr. 
Wefley and his brother,) I w-ent into WiltOiire, 
where Mr. Pearce, of Bradford, was as a father 
to me. Plere 1 formed a firm refolution of 
cleaving more clofely to God than ever I had done 
before. I longed to be wliolly freed from the 
enemies which I carried in my own bofom. I 
faw no other could pofTibly hurt me, if I could 
but conquer myfelf. i read the Bible much, and 
prayed much, and found many bleflings from the 
Lord. And 1 found in particular an entire dif- 
engagement from all earthly things. My foul 
was even as a weaned child. I was willing to 
be anv thing or nothing. I had no defire for 
any thing in this world, bdt to live unto the glory 
of God. Oh how eafy does it make every thing, 
when we can give up all for Chrift ! 

After I had fpent fome time in DevonOiire 
and Cormvall, 1 was fent for up to London. 
Here 1 had a fever for fome time. When 1 was 
pretty well recovered, Mr. Wefley defired me to 
go down to Norwich. 1 was not well upon the 
road, but abundantly worfe when I came 

thither. But following the advice of a fkilful 
man, I was, in a while rellored to health and 
ftrengtb. Here I found much comfort among a 
poor, but a very loving people. I was here 
(putting the firfl and the fecond time together) 
about four years. But in the latter part of this 
time, 1 had many trials from J. Wheatley’s peo- 
ple. Mr. Wefley had been prevailed upon to 
take the tabernacle, and to receive his people 
under his care. Wheatley ufed to call them 
“ his dear Lambs,” but fuch lion-like Lambs 
did I never fee. Difeipline they knew nothing 
of : every one would do what was right in his 
own eyes. And our do6lrine was an abomina- 
tion 
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tlon to them. Great part of them were ground- 
ed in Antinomianifm. The very found of per- 
fe6lion they abhorred *, they could hardly bear 
the word holinefs. Nothing was plcafing to 
them, but “ faith, faith without a word cither 
of its inward or outward fruits. 

Between the firft and fecond time of my be- 
ing at Norw’ich, I fpent fomc time in Siiflex. 
The lird place that I preached, at was Rye, 
where no Methodill had ever preached before. 
Yet there was no oppofition, but they received 
the word with joy and rcadinefs of mind. And 
many foon felt the burden of their hns, feveral 
of whom quickly found peace with God. INIoll 
of thefe very willingly joined together in a little 
Society. Some of thefe are lodged in Abraham's 
bofom ; and others Hill remain walking in the 
way to Sion. 

Hence 1 went to feveral country places. But 
they were not at all as peaceable as Rye. At the 
deli re of a ferious man 1 went to Hawkhurfl ; 
he had requelled me to preach at his houfe. 
About lix in the evening I began. But I had 
not fpoke many words, before a numerous mob 
broke in, pulled me down from the place where 
1 Hood, and forced me out of the houfe. Then 
they Hruck up my heels, and dragged me upon my 
back about half a mile, to a public-houfe, called 
Highgate, where I found many gentlemen, with 
the miniller of the paridi. They afked, by what 
authority do you jireach ? I anfwered, “ By 
the authority of King George,” and fliewed them 
my licen.e. They fpoke a little together, ami 
faid, ‘‘ You may go about your bufinefs.” But 
obferving the houfe was Idled with a drunken 
jnob, 1 laid, Gentlemen, 1 will not go, unlefs 

U I have 
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' I have a conftable to guard me.” They imme- 

; diately fcnt for a con (table, who guarded me to 

the houfe from whence 1 came. But as it was 
winter time, and the road very dirty, I was In a 
poor condition : being a good deal bruifed, and 
all my clothes plaiftered over with dirt. How- 
ever, after I had got fome dry clothes, and taken 
a little refre(hment, 1 prayed Vv^ith the family, 
j and then God ^ave me quiet and refrefliing deep. 

- When I came to London, I applied to a lawyer, 

I who fent down writs for five of the ringleaders. 

I But they quickly came to an agreement. They 

i readily paid all the charges. And here ended 

' our perfecution in SufTex. I found a thankful 

i heart for a good King, good laws, and liberty 

i of confcience. About this time I had much of 

I the prefence of the Lord : he w'as good to me, 

j both as to my body and foul. I prayed much, 

I and the Lord heard me, and delivered me from 

j all my fears. 

I In Au[iu!l; 17 * 78 . I was ftationed in Stafford- 

fliire, where I fpent the year with much fatisfac- 
tion. I now look back on the labour of three 
and thirty years, and 1 do not repent of it. I 
am not grown weary, either of my mailer, or 
the work 1 am engaged in. Though 1 am weak 
■ in body, and in the decline of fr'e, my heart is 

I ftill engaged in the caufe of God. I am never 

I more happy than when I feel the love of Chrid 

in my heart, and am declaring his praife to 
Olliers. There is nolhing like the love of Chrift 
1 in the heart, to make us holy and happy. It is 

I love .,iione that expels ail fin out of the heart. 

Whwrevei love is wanting, there is hell : and 

where ivive fids the heart, there is heaven. This 
has been a medicine to me, cvei fince !. fet out. 
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t^Tien I was low, it was this that raifcd me up. 
When fill and fatan befet me on ever Tide, it was 
lids that drove them all away. 

O love, how chearing is tlvy way ? 

All pain before thy prefence Hies s 
Care, anguifli, furrow melt away, 

Where’er tliy healing bcarns arife, 

O Jefus, nothing may I fee, 

N’oihing hear, feel, or think but thee. 



A SHORT 



ACCOUNT OF HIS DEATH, 



By Air, Atmorern 

M r. Mitchell’s talents for the mlniftry 
were but fmall, but the Lord was with 
ind proved to the comfort and falvation of 

many that He had fent him. He was a very 

plain, honeft, pious man, and after fpeiiding 
near forty years in the fervice of his Divine Maf- 
ter, he finifhed his courfe with joy about the 
year 1786; and quietly, and in great peace rc«» 
turned to Abraham’s bofom. 
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Mr. Thomas Hanby. 

In a Letter to the Rev, J, Wejley, 



dear anu rf.v. sir, 

fj Y father removed from Barnard-Caftle, m 
j[Vjl county of Durham, to live in the city 
of Carlifle, where he was employed by a com- 
pany of gentlemen, to carry on a branch of the 
woollen manufactory. Here he married my mo- 
ther, who was a perfon of fome fmall property *, 
by whom he had three children, myfelf being the 
youngeft. 1 was born December 1 6th, 1733. 

After fome years, the factory was given up, 
and my parents came to live at Barnard-Caftle 
again. My mother died when 1 was about feven 
years of age, and my father foon after. He was 
much addicted to drunkennefs, which made him 
neglect the care of his family ; by which means 

he 
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he reduced his helplefs offspring to a variety of 
affli£fions. I liv'^ed fome time with an aunt, 
who had been a perfon of confidcrable fortune, 
but was reduced by the extravagancy, of my 
uncle, my father’s brother. It is true, I was put 
to fchool for fome years ; but made no confidera- 
ble progrefs in learning. Before I was twelve, I 
was put out to a trade ; whereby a kind Provi- 
dence enabled me to provide for myfelf fuch 
things as I ftood in need of. 

The firfl ferious imprelfion that I remember, 
was, when I was about fix years of age. I was 
in a yard belonging to the houfe where we lived, 
ill Barnard-Caflle, and looking up to heaven, I 
was llruck with wonder, and called aloud God 
Almighty.” But fuch horror feized me, as 
made me run home, and fhut the door with all 
fpeed. My mother reproved me, and faid I 
had been doing fome mifchief j but I affured her 
I had not. She then infilled upon knowing the 
caufe of my uncommon halle, and of my (hut- 
ting the door with fuch violence. I told her I 
was in the yard, and called aloud, God Al- 
mighty,” and I was afraid. What (he thought, 
I cannot fay ; but (he fiiid no more to me upon 
the fubje£l. A few years after, I was greatly 
alarmed by my filler talking of the day of 
judgment, which I had not heard of before.r 
But thefe ferious irnpreflions wore off, and I be- 
gan to be, 

“ Rougli in my manners, and untam’d my mind.” 

Wlien I was about thirteen, hearing the bifliop 
was coming to confirm the children in our town, 
1 began to think fome kind of reformation and 
preparation was neceffary. Accordingly I ap- 
IJ 3 plied 
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; plied to a relation, one John Robinfbn, a malt- | 

Her, who was a fincere man, and efteemed and 
I I beloved by all men. He taught me all he 

! I knew j viz. many quellions and anfwers,"with 

i I a great number of prayers ; inflrutfed me in 

I I the church catechifm, (for though I had 

I 1 learned it when at fchool, I had now entirely 

I j forgot it,) and in ihort, made me 1 thought, a i 

■ very good boy. The Sabbath came when the ' 

! bilhop was to confirm ; and I having palled my 

! examination v/ith the minifter, was introduced to ’ 

I the bilhop. This was in the forenoon ; and to- 

j wards even.ng, I went with fome of my com- 

I I panions into the fields, and played at our ufual 

. ;| games. But before I went to bed, horror of 

i 1 1 confcience fcized me, and 1 thought I heard a 

a voice fay, “ Thy confirmation is made void, 
for thou haft broke the Sabbath.” What to 
do now I knew not. However I began to make 
myfelf good, by reading and repeating many 
prayers. 

In this ftate I continued, till it pleafed God, 
of his infinite mercy, to fend a poor man, one 
Jofeph Cheefeborough, a Ihoemaker, and a 
IMethodift, from Leeds : who having received 
the truth himfelf, was willing to impart it to 
others : not by preaching or exhortation, but 
by friendly difcourle with his former acquaint- 
ance ; for he was a Barnard-Caftle-man. Jofeph 
Garnet, one of our preachers, now with God, 
and a few others, firft received the truth. They 
met together in an upper chamber for fear of the 
mob. Ihey read the fcriptures, and the book 
you had then publiftied, fang hymns and prayed, 

1 went one evening with a few of my ungodly 
companions, and as they were difpolccl to mock, 

1 joined 
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1 joined with them. However I found fomething 
within that WaS far from juftifying my conducf, 
and a fecret perfuafion that thofe defpifed, and 
I perfecuted people, were able to fliew me the 

way of falvation. I went again the next night, 
(for they met every night) and begged I might 
be permitted to come in among them. Accord- 
ingly I as admitted, and found myfelf fweetly 
drawn to feek an unknown God. From that time 
I mifled no opportunity of allembling with them. 
My coufin Rohinfon went at the fame time ; 
but the miniller fent for him, and laboured to 
convince him that he and the Methodills were 
all ill an error •, and to prove it, he Ihewed him 
feveral old puritannical books, which treated on 
the New-Birth, See. and told him, « It is a 
faife religion, becaufe it is an old religion !” My 
coufin, at that time, and for four years after, 
W'as an entire Rranger to himfelf and his need of 
a Saviour : the minifter prevailed on him to 
leave the Methodifts j and my great opinion of 
his piety, made me, though contrary to my in- 
clinations, leave them alfo. The minider told 
my coufin, provided he would form a religious 
Society upon rational principles, he w^ould fome- 
times come himfelf. He accordingly did, and 
in a little time we had a larger Society than the 
Methodills, of formal profeflbrs who could play 
at cards, take their pleafures, and conform to 
the v/orld in ahnoll every thing. During this 
period, God dill worked upon my tender mind, 
and I was fervent in prayer, reading, and every 
other exercife of religious duty. 1 was fome- 
times much tempted, but knew not that it was 
temptation. I alfo found remarkable comforts, 
but knew not what they meant. 1 thought I 

would 
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would pray at the fame place again, which I did, 
and was greatly furprifed not to meet with the 
fame joy. In this ftat^of ignorance I continued 
till our Society dwindled away, and none re- 
mained but my coufin and me : I faid to him 
one night, I fear we are wrong in leaving the 
Methodifts ; we can meet with none who can 
fliew us the way of falvation like them ; come 
and let us go and join them again. He had 
fome objections, but my importunity prevailed 
with him. Accordingly we went, and it being 
their clafs-meeting, we were admitted. In 
about twelve months he found peace, and ever 
after continued in the way, a very ferious, 
fteady, and circumfpect walker, till the Lord 
took him to himfelf. About this time Mr. 

“ Whitford, the firft Methodill Preacher, came 
to Barnard-Caftle. He preached abroad to a 
very large, but unruly congregation. I was much 
affected, efpecially when he repeated thofe 
words, “ Oh let not Chrift’s precious blood be 
filed in vain.” [Mr, Whitford left the Metho- 
difts fome years after and turned Calvinift ; and 
I fuppofe would now be fliocked to ufe the words 
w’hich had fuch an effe£t upon my mind, that 
I never could forget them.] After Mr. Whit- 
ford, we were favoured with Mr. Tucker, Mr. 
Turnough, Mr. John Fenwick, Mr. Rowel, 
and others *, who often preached to us while the 
blood ran down their faces, by the blows and 
pointed arrows thrown at them, while they were 
preaching. Soon after you. Sir, paid us a vifit, 
but were interrupted by the fire-engine being 
played on the audience. I, and our few friends, 
did all we could to prevent it, but were over- 
powered by the multitude. 
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God continued to draw me with ftrong de- 
fires, and I fpent much time, praying in the 
fields, woods, and barns. Any place, and eve- 
ry place, was now a clofet to my mourning foul, 
who longed for the Day-Star to arifc in my poor 
benighted heart. And it pleafed inhiiite mercy, 
while I was praying in a dark place, (gre.itly 
terrified for fear I Ihould fee the devil,) that the 
Lord fet my weary foul at liberty. The next 
day the Lord was pleafed to withdraw the extafy 
of joy, though I had no condemnation, and I 
liad well nigh given up my confidence, think- 
ing it was nothing but a heated imagination. 
But the Lord met me again, w’hile I was in the 
fields, my ufual place of retirement, and from 
that time I was enabled to keep a weak hold of 
the precious Lord Jefus. 

Wlieii I was about eighteen, 1 had a defire to 
fee Nevvcallle-upon-Tyne : thinking, if I was 
among more experienced chrillians, 1 might be 
taught the ways of the Lord more perfetUy. I 
flayed a few months there, and boarded with 
our worthy friend, Mr. Robert Carr, whofe 
tendernefs for my youth, and truly chrillian be- 
haviour, was of fingular ufe to me : for which 
i (hall ever love and e flee m him. By attending 
preaching, niglit and morning, and converfing 
with many mature chrillians, my underllanding 
was much enlightened ; and I think I may fay, 
through all-fuflicient mercy, that I grew in the 
fear and knowledge of God. 

When 1 returned to Barnard Cadle, I flayed 
fome time there, and told my beloved friends all 
1 could remember, of the many excellent fermons 
I had heard in Newcullle, the nature of their 

difeipline. 
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difcipline, and the chriftian fpirit of the Societf 
in that place. ' 

Having profited fo much by my Newcaftle 
journey, I thought I would take one more jour- 
ney to Leeds, and after that I meant to fettle at 
home for life. Accordingly I went, and here 
Providence was ecjually kind, iir calling my lot 
into Mr. Richard Watkinfon’s family : where 
they put themfelves to fonie inconvenience in 
boarding and accommodating me with a very 
agreeable lodging. I have often had a thankful 
remembrance of their kiiKlnefs to me, and I hope 
the Lord will reward them for it. 

h'ly bulinefs now, was that of ftulF-makin'^,. 
and as X loved to labour hard, I was able to' pro- 
cure more than my neeefiTities req-uired. My me- 
thod was, as formerly, to be much in the fields, 
praying and meditating. I alfo attended all the 
means of grace, and on the Sabbath I frequently 
took a walk with Mr. Watkinfon into the coun- 
try, where he preached. 

^ During this period, I can truly fay, I walked 
in the fear of the Lord and in the comforts of 
the Holy Ghoft ; and my delight was in the law 
of the Lord, and in his law I meditated day and 
night. ' 

About this time, a fudden impreflion was made 
upon my mind, that I ought to preach the gof. 
pel. I concluded it was nothing but temptation, 
and would not for a moment encourage fuch a 
thought. But it came again, and with it a 
horror of great darknefs fell upon me,” like that 
mentioned in Gen. xy. 12. and I was truly mi- 
ferable. I remembered the wormwood and the 
gall that the preachers drank at Barnard-Caftle 
and 1 laid in my heart, I will not preach. But 
the terrors ol the Lord made me afraid, and his 

fear 
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feaT took hold upon me. I was in great bltternefs 
of fpirit, becaufe of this convi£Hon. Sometimes 
1 thought it was from God, at other times 1 
thought it was all from the devil. In this per- 
plexed fituation I continued fome time, without 
ever mentioning my cafe to any one. 1 would 
frequently retire into my clofet, and exprefs my- 
felf in words like thefe : ‘‘ Ijord, of what ufe 
is my exiftence in this world ? I am profitable 
neither to God nor man ! 1 cannot preach, for I 
am a fool, and a child.- Oh let me die, for it is 
better for me to die than to live.” 

However 1 was willing to preach, provided I 
was fare it w^as the will of God concerning me.> 
But 

** This way, and that, I turned my anxious mind.” 

When a friend of mine, one John Smith, told 
me of a poor woman in the Society wlio was 
fuppofed to be dying, and that llie was wonder- 
fully happy. I had read in your tracls, the ac- 
counts of many happy deaths, but had never ften 
one. 1 defired my friend, if he could, to in- 
troduce me to fee her. He promifed to call on 
me the next night. He did fo, and as we w’ere 
going, I prayed to the Lord that he wmuhl re- 
move my intolerable load, and that if it was liis 
will I fhoukl preach, lie would fiiew’’ it to the 
dying faint I was going to vifit. I faid, Lord, 
thou canft as eafiiy do this, as thou canft caufe 
her to triumph over death. If tliou wilt but 
fliew n'e a token by which I may know thv will, 
then I will preach thy word wherever ihou fhalt 
pleafe to fend me.” 

We came to the houfe wdiere tiie Tick woman 
Jay, and as I was an entire llranger to her and 

every 
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I'! every body befides, I flood at a diftance. Mr. 

Shent came in and prayed with her ; I followed 
I; him to tell him our Barnard-Caftle brethren would 

■ be glad of a vifit from him. After 1 had deliver- 

ed my meffage, I returned to the fick woman; 

| > and was told, fhe had made much enciuiry for 

I' ; the young man who Hood in the corner. 1 came 

I to the bedfide, and flie looked me earnellly 

h in the face, and faid, «« God has called you to 

i: ‘ preach the Gofpel, you have long rejected the 

^ call ; but he wnll make you go ; obey the call, 

1 obey the call.” She put fuch an emphalis upon, 

“ he will make you go,” that it fliocked me ex- 
^ V ceedingly. 

I I I now refoived through the grace of God, to 

I ; make a trial. Accordingly 1 fent word to Bram- 

[ E ley, that preaching would be there the next 

, I Lord’s-day in the morning. As 1 went along, 

my mind was perfectly refigned. I did not think 
{ [ about what I fliould fay, but my heart faid, “ If 

j he will have me to preach, fomething will be 

[ ] given me to fay that will be profitable : and if 

f f he has not fent me, it will be a lefs crofs to be 

j I confounded before the people, than to be a 

f I preacher of the gofpel.” 

i [ 1 was rather behind the time, and the people 

■ I were waiting, expedting brother Watkinfon, as 

^ ufual. They came to me, and afked where 

[ he was, and what mud be done ? 1 faid in my 

f heart, flie Lord will provide himfelf a facri- 

fice. I flepped to the place, gave out a hymn, 
prayed and took thofe words for my text, “if 
ye be rifen with Chrifl feek thofe things which 
, are above.” I'he people trembled for fear of 

me, and prayed heartily. God was pleafcd to 

vifit 
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^ifit US j two perfons received a fenfe of pardon. 
I preached again at noon, and at Armley in the 
evening. Ihis, dear Sir, was my beginning, 
and, whvit I looked upon as my call from God. 

I was now occafionally employed by Mr. Shent, 
and the other Preachers, to take part of a Cir- 
cuit for them. 

In 1754 brother Mitchel defired me to come 
and help them in the StafFordfhire Circuit for a 
few months. Accordingly I went to Birmino-- 
ham, Wednefbury, &c. Brother Crab was 
then along with us, and as we were too many 
for the few places about Birmingham, I made an 
excurfion into the wilds of Derbyfliire. Preach- 
ed at Wootton, near V\^eaver-hill, the Ford, 
Snelfon, and Afliburn, where there had been 
no fuch a being as a Methodill Preacher. I had 
often found a great defire to preach in that town, 
but was at a lofs how to introduce myfelf. How- 
ever, I providentially heard of a ferious man, 
Mr. Thomas Thomfon, who kept the Toll-gate, 
about half a mile from the town. I took Tho- 
mas White with me, from Barton Forge ; we 
came to Mr. Thompfon’s, and introduced our- 
felves in the bed manner we could. He inform- 
ed a few of his neighbours, that there was a 
preacher at his houfe. Accordingly, Mr. Hurd's 
family, Mr. Peach’.s, and a few others came in 
the evening ; I fuppofe as many as they durft 
invite. I talked to them, and expounded a part 
of the eighth chapter of the Romans. I found 
much liberty in my own foul, and the power of 
God reded upon the people who were deeply 
aiFected. ^ I dayed a few days preaching morning 
.and evening, to as m^ny as the houfe would hold. 

^ Mifs 
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Mifs Beresford condefcended to aflemble wrtli 
us, and the Lord opened her heart, as the heart 
of Lydia. When 1 had been preaching Chrilt 
as a fountain opened for fin and uncleannefs, 
file cried out, “ Oh precious gofpcl ! Oh pre- 
cious gofpel !’* From that time die continued 
fteadfalt, growing in grace, till the Lord took 
her in glorious triumph to himfelf. 

1 left Afliburn for about a fortnight, to vifit 
my new friends in Suelfon, \V ootton, the Ford, 
Bottom-Houfe, &c. and returned again. I now 
found I mull preach no more at the Toll-gate 
houfe, the Commiflioners of the road had forbid 
my friend hlr. Thompfon to admit me. Lut 
Mr. Hurd, a gentleman farmer, by the defire of 
his farrdly whofe hearts the Lord had touched, 
fbffered me to preach at his houfe. It was now 
that a furious mob arofe while 1 was preaching, 
and befet the houfe, and (prang in among us like 
lo many lions. I foon perceived that 1 was the 
objecl of their rage. My mind was varioully 
agitated *, yet i durll not, but cry aloud, as long 
as I could be heard, but at ka I \^as overpower- 
ed with node. Some of my friends, in defend- 
ing- me, were bleeding among the mob ; and, 
w'fth difficulty, 1 efcaped out of their hands. 
But as Mr. Thompfon, Mr. Ifaac Peach, Mr. 
Hind’s family, Mifs Beresford, and a few others 
remained heady j I was conarained to repeat my 
vifits, till the Lord gave us peace. Mr. Thomp- 
fon grew in the knowledge and love of God, till 
the Lord took him to himfelf. 

In a few weeks, I returned again to Leek, and 
put up at one of the principal Inns, in hopes 
of feeing fome of the Society, to encourage 

them 
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^lem to fufTer patiently for the fake of him, who^ 
fufi'ered death for tliem. 1 had ordered dinner i 
but before it was ready, the mob collected to- 
gether ill a large body, and befet the Inn. The 
landlord came to me in great confufion, and en- 
ti'eated me to leave the place immediately, or his 
houfe would be pulled down, and I Ihoiild be 
murdered. I was obliged to obey, 1 mounted 
my horfe in the yard, and rode through’ the mob, 
amidit ftones, dirt, &c. whilll they w^ere ga- 
thering in vail numbers from every part of the 
town, crying, “ Kill him, kill him.” There 
was from this time, no accefs to Leek, till the 
chief men of this mob died mifcrably j and of the 
reft, fome went for foldiers, and all of them were 
difperfed, except one man, who was alive a few 
months ago, in miferable circumltances. 

I had frequently palfed through Burton-upon- 
Trent, m my way to Aftiby de-la-Zouch 5 and 
found a defire to preach in that place, which 
appeared to me, to be fit for him who came not 
to call the righteous, but Tinners to repentxnce, 
I obtained leave to preach in a large houfe, be- 
longing to a fhoemaker. Many attended, and I 
had reafon to believe fome were awakened. I 
gave out preaching for another day, and went 
accordingly. The towm was alarmed, and a 
mob, (as 1 underftood afterwards) were hired, 
and made drunk, by the principal perfons in 
town, effe£luaily to prevent my preaching. It 
was in the winter feafon, and a dark night. All 
was quiet till I gave out a hymn. Then they ap- 
proached the houfe *, broke firft the window- 
fliutters, and then daflied the windows in. The 
head of this mob, was a forgeman, half an ideot, 
X 2 wh* 
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who had bound himfelf under an oath, he would 
that night have my liver. He brought the pipe 
of a large bellows, with which he made a fright- 
ful noife, and which was to be the inflrument of 
my death. He made what way he could to me, 
but was rather retarded by the multitude that 
w'as before him. I obferved him with the fury 
of a fiend ; but knew not well what to do. To 
attempt to preach w^as in vain, for I could not be 
heard. I llepped off the chair, and got into a 
chamber unperceived by mv enemy. When he 
found I was gone, he iiifided upon going up 
Itairs, and it was impolFible to hinder him, and 
the numbers that were with him. It came into 
my mind, “ Go down ftairs, efcape for thy 
life.” 1 w'ent down and walked into the Ihoe- 
maker’s Ihop, unobferved by any one, though 
I pafled through part of the mob. Soon after 
he got up ftairs, fearched the clofets, beds, 
ehefts, &c. and when he could not find me, 
foamed at the mouth like a mad dog. Then 
there w'as a cry in the ftreet, « He is in the 
ftiop, he’s in the ftiop.” 1 now concluded all 
was over with me, and faid, “ Lord give me 
ftrength to furfer as a chriilian ; nor may I count 
my life dear unto myfelf for thy fake.” 1 went 
under the fiioemaker’s cutting board ; mean time 
tl>e mob were not long in breaking open two 
ftrong doors, that led into the ftiOp. 'Ihey did 
not fee me : but one of them put down his 
hand where I was and cried out, “ He is here, 
he’s here.” I had now no other means to ufe j 
fo I committed myfeif into their hands. 

'Ihey hurried me into the houfe, and a very 
ftout man, one of thofe who had been made 
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drunk for the purpofe, approached me : but his 
countenance fell : he took hold of my hand, and 
faid, “ Follow me.” I imagined he intended to 
take me and throw me into the river, and I was 
content. I committed myfelf to the difpofal 
of a kind providence, expedling nothing but 
death. With difficulty he got me through the 
mob ; and as he was one of the beft boxers in 
the town, nobody durft oppofe him. When we 
came to the door, he drew me fhort by the cor- 
ner up a narrow ftreet, put me before him, and 
faid, “ Run.” 1 made my way to the fields, 
and he kept behind, keeping the reft off, then 
helping me over walls and hedges, till we had 
loft them all, I remained in the fields till mid- 
night, and returned with a friend into town, and 
lodged till early in the morning, when I rode 
away. 

After fome time I went again to Leek, ftayed 
ten days, and joined twenty- four in a Society. 
A lawyer then raifed a furious mob, who be- 
fet the houfe where I lodged. My few friends 
kept them off for a confulerable time. But at 
laft they loft all patience : they broke in, and 
were determined to drag me away ; but it 
pleafed the Lord, that a woman who then, 
neither feared God nor regarded man, opened 
a window that looked into the yard, and de- 
fired me to come into her houfe. Here I ftayed 
till about two o’clock in the morning, and then 
made my efcape over the mountains to the Bot- 
tom-houfe. This woman is yet alive : but flie 
is a new woman, and in our Society. The next 
day the mob were not a little chagrined to 
find they had loft their prey *, and had no other 

X 3 ' way 
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way to avenge tliemfelves, than to burn me in 
tlhgy. 

Soon after I was prelTed in fpirit to vifit Bur- 
ton- upon- Frent once more. The mob foon ga- 
thered : and had it not been for a peculiar Pro- 
vidence, in turning one of the head ot them on 
my fide, I believe 1 Ihould have had that night, 
the honour of martyrdom. 

In wearinefs and painfulnefs, in hunger and 
thirlt, in joy and forrow, in weaknefs and trem- 
Iding, were my days now fpent. And I have 
frequently thought, if God would excufe me from 
this hard talh;, how gladly Ihould I embrace the 
life of a Oioe-black, or of a fhepherd’s boy. I 
was furrounded wuth death, and could feldom 
expect: to furvive another day, becaufe of the 
fury of the people. And yet it was, “ IVoe unto 
thee, if thm preach net the gofpel” 

The fummer foliovving, 1755 > the Confer- 
ence was held at Leeds, where i was admitted 
as a travelling Preacher. The next year 1 was 
fent to Canterbury. My little Hock of money 
was nearly exhauiled, by the time I got to Lon- 
don •, and, though it w'as rather too long a 
journey for a winter’s day, I was under a necef- 
fity to pufli forward, not having money enough to 
keep me and my horfe upon the road all night, 
it was about eight o’clock at night, when 1 got 
witliin fight of the lamps in the city. Two 
men, with large piHols, then ruflied out upon me 
troin a narrow lane, and demanded my money. 
They took my watch, and all the money I had 
in the world, which was tw'o Ihillings and eight- 
pence. (Indeed, fometimes if a halfpenny 
would have purchafed the three kingdoms, I had 

it 
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it not for weeks together.) I believe this robbery 
was permitted for good. It was at tlie time we 
expelled an invahon from France, and the city 
of Canterbury was full of foldiers. They were 
two foldiers who robbed me, and this excited a 
curiofity in their comrades to hear the Preacher 
who had been robbed : and it pleafed God to 
convince many of them. About ten were in So- 
ciety before this ; and when I came away, they 
were increafed to fixty. 

Several of the following years I fpent in Scot- 
land. And I rliink, this was in general, the hap- 
pieft period of my life. In 1763, brother Ro- 
berts and I, came to Dundee. I preached in the 
evening, and he the next morning, when we 
parted. I came to Edinburgh, and he went to 
Aberdeen. Some time after, I had a ftromi^ 
defire to give Dundee a fair trial. Accordingly 
I went there and Hayed three or four months. 
I continued preaching in the open air till the 
tenth of November. And it was there God met 
with many poor finners, and truly awakened 
them to a fenie of their mifery. So tliat before 
1 left the place there wxre near an hundred join- 
ed in our Society. About this time Mr. Erlkinc 
pubiifhed Mr. Hervey’s Letters, with a preface 
equally bitter. Oh the precious convictions 
tiiofe letters defiiroyed ! They made me mourn 
in fecret places. Mr. Erikine being much 
edeemed in the religious world, and recom- 
mending them through the whole kingdom, our 
enemies made their advantage of them. Thefe 
made the late Lady Gardiner leave us, after ex- 
preifing a thoufind times in my hearing, the great 
^profit Ihe received by hearing our preaching. 

Many 
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Many were then brought to the birth, but by 
thofe letters their convictions were flilied. What 
a pity good men Ihould help to deftroy the real 
work of God in the hearts of men ! 

In 1765, I was appointed to labour in the 
Leeds Circuit. Here the Lord was pleafed to try 
me, by the death of a moil amiable wife and 
my only child. Oh how great a debtor to that 
grace which forbids our murmuring at the difpen- 
fations of Providence, though it allows us to for- 
row, but not as men without hope. 

In 1766, I laboured in the Briitol Circuit. In 
1767, in StafFordlhire. In 1763, In Bedford- 
fhire. In 1769, and 1770, in Newcaille. In 
1771, in Edinburgh and Glafgow. From hence 
I made a iliort vifit to my old friends at Dundee ; 
and notwithilanding the many difficulties they 
had to encounter, I found many of them 
ferious and fteady. In 1772 and I773> I labour- 
ed in Staffordffiire again. In 17.74 and 1775* 
Glouceilerffiire. In 1776 and 1777, in Maccles- 
field. There the Lord was pleafed again to 
affli£l me in a very tender part, by making a 
fecond breach in my family. 

“ Our lives are ever In the power of death.’* 

In 1778, I was appointed for Liverpool. I 
am now going on in my fecond year, among a 
Joving, kind, good people, for whom I feel the 
greateft affection, and hope ray weak labours are 
acceptable. 

Thus, dear Sir, I have given you a ffiort 
account of my life •, but fain I would do fome- 
thing for him, who has loved me and given him- 
felf for me. My fentimeiits in religion are the 

fame 
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fame they ever were. I believe man by nature is 
finful and helplefs. That his only remedy is in 
Jefus Chrilt, who tailed death for every man. 
That the holy Spirit works converfion in the foul, 
and a fitnefs for the kingdom of heaven, by 
transforming it into the image of the ever blefled 
God. This conformity I mod ardently long for, 
and hope, dear Sir, you will intreat the Father 
of Mercies, for your affectionate Son and Servant 
in the Gofpcl, 

I THOMAS HANBY. 

Liverpool, Nov. 12, 1779* 
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ACCOUN'r OF HIS DEATH^ 



H e was admitted as an Itinerant PreacTier, j 

at the Conference in f755» and ccntinired \ 

a faithful Minitter of the Lord Jcfus for about 
forty- four years. Il-e preached till within a few 

days of his happy and triumphant death, and was 
the oldeft Preacher then in the work, as an 
Itinerant. 

On Chriftmas-day, 1796, Mr. Hanby ex- 
pounded part of the fecond chapter of St. Luke, 
at fi-x o’clock in the morning, at Nottingham. 

In the forenoon, he preached from Ifaiah ix. 6. 

His name fhall be called Wonderful, &c. And 

in the evening, at fix o’clock, he preached again 

from I Timothy, iii. 16. “ Without controverfy, 

great is the myftery of godlinefs. This was the I 

laft public teftimony which he bore for his bleff- ' 

ed Mafter in the pulpit. Added to the above 

labour, he met four or five clafles, and renewed 

their quarterly tickets. In the evening, after all 

this hard work, he felt himfelf unwell, and the 

next morning much worfe. 

On the Monday morning he had a violent pain 
in his flomach. In the evening, and on Tuefday, 
he thought himfelf much better. On Wedefday 
he was very ill, but did not complain of pain : 

he 
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tie was much opprefTcd with ftupor, and yet was 
^iiite lenfible. In the evening, oblerving his 
affedlionate partinr iu great diftrefs, he faid, 
“ God will be a Father to the fatherlefs, and an 
hufband to the widow'.” And foon after he 
faid, “ I have left my all wdth God ! What llioiild 
I do, if 1 had my religion tofeek no%v Speak- 
ing of the grave, he obferved, “ There the 
w^eary are at red ! On Thurfday the Doeftor 
called to fee him, ami faid, My good Sir, how 
-are you He anfweved, ‘‘ 1 am departing,: 
hut I have fought a good light.” 

He w'ae now fo w'eak that he could w'ith difli- 

culty articulate the lad w’ords. His end was 

ROW fad approaching, and while two of his 

brethren w'cre commending his foul to God in 

folemn prayer, the po-v/er of the Hlghed over- 

fhadowed them, and the glory of the Lord 

■filled the place ! A few minutes after they rofe 

from their knees, and were watchine to fee this 
• ^ 
faithful fervant of God breathe his lad ; he 

quietly, and w'ithout a figli, fell alleep in Him, 

who is the refurrection and the life, on dhurf- 

day, December 29, 1796, in the fixty-third year 

of his age. 

He was a man of genuine piety, of an amia- 
ble temper *, and literally poiTeifed the ornament 
of a meek and quiet fpirit, v. hich is in the fight 
of God of great price. Yet in any matter 
which related to confcience, and the caufe of 
God, he was firm, unOiaken, and courageous. 
His miniderial talents were confulerable, and he 
faithfully employed them all for God. His la- 
bours were every where acceptable, and he was 
.eminently ufeful in mod Circuits where he la- 
boured. 
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boured. His moral charaaer was unexcepti- 
onable and unblemifbed *, nor was there, in all 
the years he travelled, a Tingle charge of im- 
morality preferred againft him. He was chofen | 

Prefident of the Methodift Conference in the I 

year 1794, and was the firft after Mr. Wefley, 
who filled that office, that was called to his great ^ 

reward. 
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I WAS born, May 1736, in the Kirktown of 
Fortingale, near the river I.yon, and not far 
-from the lovely banks of the « Soft windine 
Tay,” Breadalbin, Perthfhire. 

I claim kindred to the Stuarts, M‘Donalds, 
and M‘GregoFs families *, perhaps more famed 
in ftory for martial exploits, than for any extra- 
ordinary attainments in religion. 

It might have been better for me to have had 
a hardy, Highland education ; but of this I 
was deprived by the removal of my Parents to 
Edinburgh, when I was very young. Here I 
had the bed education my Father could give 
.me, who was my only Schoolmafter. He was 
Y efteemed 
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efteemccl a pretty good fclKilar ; but 1 doubt 
knew little of the life and power of religion. 
Yet he prayed with us at times, made us learn 
the Aflembly’s Shorter Catechifm, and took care 
of us to the bed of his knowledge. 1 loll him 
early, which was a lofs indeed ! For my Mother 
being too eafy and indulgent, let us have our 
own way, which led us to all the follies and fins 
we were capable of. I do not remember that 
anv creature took any pains to inftrucl: me till I 
was near twenty years of age *, but old I.ady D. 
of Prefton-Field, who at times, advifed me as 
well as (lie could. And yet the Lord did not 
leave' me without drawings from above ; for 
having a hookifli inclination, 1 read, and vv^cpt 
very often till my head ached, aiul hardly knew 
what ailed me. Only I wanted to be a Chriltian, 
and to be eafy and happy, but knew not how. 
Had any living Chridian taken a little pains to 
inform me, I doubt not but I fliould have em- 
braced the proffers of mercy long before 1 did. 
Indeed I never felt any fpirit of oppofition to 
religion and religious perfons. For as I had nei- 
ther the form nor the power of religion myfelf, 
I knew I had little reafon to fpeak aiu uru- 
kind word of thofe, that had any appearance of 
either. 

1 was from my infancy feeble and tender : yet 
having many relations in the army, no employ- 
ment would relilh with me but a foldier’s life ; 
hence my Mother never could prevail with me 
to follow any regular bufinefs, and this expofed 
me to vain and wicked company. Yet having 
fome tendernefs of confcience left, repenting and 
finning, refolving and breaking through my refo- 
lutions, made my life a wearinefs indeed. So, in 

order 
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crder to be. bappy, 1 r. lolvcd to iee the world in 
ti miht.iiy iilc. Hence i ciiliitcJ., tlie latter end 
^754? buo the tenth regiment i4 toot. None 
of my irlcnds knew what was become of me, 
till 1 wrote to my Mother from Limerick, in 
Ireland. My Alother being infirm did not fur- 
vive this long j fiie died tne Spring following ; 
and i tear my difohedience, liaflcned her depar- 
ture. An awakened confcience wdll fmart, firlt 
or laid, for this fin, among others, flubborncfi$ 
and dilobedience to parents. So did mine, fot 
the day 1 enlitted, I thought, now^ 1 have done' 
for foul and body : for 1 could form no concep- 
tion how a* foldier could be religious. 

In the Summer of I755» we encamped near 
the city of Cathell, eight regiments of foot, and' 
two of horfe, where William Coventry, a cor- 
poral in the Royal Scotch, frequently preached. 
I heard him once, and felt nothing but a kind of 
wonder at his courage in preaching among fuch a 
fet as we were. 1 little* thought, that in lefs than 
four years, I Ihould be engaged in the fame work 
in another camp. 

AVe returned to lilmerick for winter-quarters, 
where I began to confidcr, (as the foldiers had 
then a great deal of leifure time in the winter,) 
how I fiiould pafs my tedious moments ; I could 
play at cards, and other games, (then common 
among the foldiery, but now' happily fupprefled,) 
but 1 feldom liked my company. For though I 
could fwear fometiines, yet 1 could not relilh fo- 
much of it, as they were addicted to. 1 there- 
fore bought and borrowed all the plays, novels, 
and romances, I could lay my hands upon : read- 
ing late and early. And my reading had this 
effeef, at lead, that it kept me out of w'orfe di- 

2 verfions^ 
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verfions, and gave my mind a turn above fuch 
intemperance and lewdnefs, as were too commoii | 
in men of my rank. I 

At laft an old foldier, in the fame barrack- 1 

room with me, found fault with me for fpcnd- \ 

ing my time, and fpoiling my eyes, in reading 
fuch trafli. I thought, 1 will fliew you I can 
read religious books as well as others. But I 
had none of my own. I borrowed two from 
one of our foldiers. One of them was the Mar- 
row of modern Divinity, which being wrote by 
way of dialogue, attradled my attention j and 
before 1 reatl it half through, I was truly, though 
gently coixvinced, that I was a loft finner, and 
that Chrift was all 1 wanted to make me eafy, 
fatisfied, and happy. 

Now it was that a deep fenfe of my time, 
youth, and health, fpent in fin and folly ; my 
ingratitude to God, the beft of fathers j my 
flighting of Chrift fo long, and grieving the 
blefled Spirit, melted my heart, and made my 
eyes a fountain of tears. *I awoke as from a 
dream, and faw all about me, like the men of 
Sodom, blind and groping about for happinefs ; 

-or afleep, with ftorms of wrath ready to bur ft 
upon their heads. The immediate confequence 
w'as j a diftafte to all my books and diverfions. 

I exchanged them for religious tradts : and, hav- 
ing a praying heart, it foon found a praying 
place *, for as I had no place of retirement in 
my room, 1 found a covered battery on the 
Caftle wail. This foon became my clofet j and 
when on guard, I ufed to cover my head with 
my watch-cloak, and ftopping my ears vi^ith my 
Angers, fpent many a happy moment in con-*' 

vtrfe 
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verfe witli God, weeping and making fuppli- 
cation. 

Although I now forfook, in a fenfe, all for 
Chrift, yet there was, at times, fuch a mixture 
of ferioufnefs and levity, that fome might con- 
clude 1 had no tindlure of the fear of God. But 
my trifling in the day, "made me often water my 
couch with tears at night. But I had none to 
guide me, I did not know a man, among feven 
hundred, that had any knowledge of fuch a work 
as i now felt in my mind. 

There was one indeed, who I thought mull 
have fomething in him, hccaufe he was fober, 
and read good books. But when I began to 
tell a little of what 1 felt, I found him an entire 
llranger to every thing of the kind. However, 
the Lord made up the want of chriftian-fellow- 
fliip, by fending me fuch books, from time to* 
time, as furprizingly _fuited my cafe ; particu- 
larly Allein’s Alarm, which proved of wonder- 
ful fervice to me. Among his diredUons for 
Converfioiii he advifes the reader to enter into 
covenant with God ; a form of which he has 
there given. 1 took the advice, fet apart a day 
of falling and prayer, wrote the covenant and 
figned it ; and it was not long before the Lord 
(hewed me he did not defpife the day of fmall 
things. 

There was a Society of Methodifts in the 
town, but I knew them not ; and when I did, 
they were fuch objects of univerfal contempt^ 
that I hardiy knew what to make of them ; 
however the (all night of this year, 1 ventured to 
go, and l.eard Mr. Oddie. I like wife began the 
year 1756 with them, and from that time never 
V '•) milTed 
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iniiTed an opportunity of hearing, morning and 
evening. 

I think it was in April this year, that the Lord 
juftified me by his grace. I ufed to fpcnd all my 
time in bed, while awake. In weeping and 
prayer , and it was in one of thefe weeping 
nights, that in an inllant the Lord brought me 
out of darknefs into his marvellous light. I 
di»l not know then what to call it ; but its efFe6ls 
were many *, I found an uncommon concern for 
the fouls of' the foldiers j and the fight of a 
Methodilf ufed to fet my heart on fire with love. 
Yet for half a year, not a foul of them fpoke a 
word to me, though I fometimes threw myfelf 
in their way. For, much did 1 long to be ac- 
quainted with them, but my fhynefs was fuch, 
that I could not break through to (peak to them. 

Mr. John Wefley, and Mr. Thomas WaUh, 
made us a vifit this fummer ; and O, what a 
heaven upon earth did I feel in hearing them ! 
and yet i could not fpeak to them for my life. 
At length, that ferious man, Mr. Thomas Sec- 
combe, took notice of me, and when he was 
about to leave Limerick, defired Sidney Hoey, 
(a mother in Ifrael (he was to me and many of 
the foldiers,) to get acquainted with me. She 
brought me to her houfe, and the fame day to a 
Clafs-meeting, which was a day of gladnefs to 
me ; for I had often found Solomon’s words ful- 
filled, ‘‘ Woe to him that is alone when he 
falleth.” For when I fell into perplexities and 
temptations, I had no one to help me ; but now 
I found the real benefit of having fellowfhip with 
a loving people. 

Part of 1757 and 58, I fpent in Dublin, and 
found their fellowlhip there, alfo of very great 

fervice^ 
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fervice. The Preachers were lively and faithful 
lovers of difcipline. The Society retained much ‘ 
of their fimplicity and teachablenefs, and were 
in a good degree prepared for the blefled revival- 
which followed fome time after, under Mr. John 
Manners. 

It was of uncommon advantage to me to be 
among the Methodifts, at a time when both the 
Preaehers and people loved all our difcipline, 
and pra^Iifed it. I faw the blefled confequences ; 
for few cared to (lay among us, but fuch as- 
retained their fervour for the whole of Religion. 
Falfe brethren efpecially were foon tired, and 
went to the Independants, Anabaptifts, or Mora- 
vians. But with great fimplicity we ufed to 
crowd to the Sacrament at St. Patrick’s in 
Dublin ; or the Cathedral, at Limerick, every. 
Sabbath. Thefe were happy times to me ; for 
although I was a Prelbyterian, (if I was bred 
any thing,) yet the love of God threw down the 
walls of partition, and made me love to be there, 
where I found moil of the people of God. I 
foon faw our plan to be more noble than any 
poor, narrow diflTeming fcheme • whatever, as 
intending the good of thoufands and tens of 
thoufands, in the great bodies of the eilabliflied 
Churches *, and 1 am ftill convinced, that our pre- 
fent fituation is infinitely better calculated for 
general good, than the beft planned feparation 
that can be conceived. 

What occafioned my commencing a Preacher, 
was as follows. In September 1 758, we return- 
ed to Limerick *, and as Government refolved to 
Ilioot a deferter in every city, hi terrorcniy the 
lot fell on a young man in our regiment to die 
in Limerick. His name was Jofeph Newton 5. 

he 
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he was a DerbyHiire man, twenty-two years of 
age. I longed to talk with him ; but as iie was 
kept in a public guard-houfe, with no place of 
retirement, I could not tell how to fpeak or to 
pray with him, among fo many people. But | 

when I found the adjutant had been to inform ) 

him that he mull die on Monday, (this was on 
the Tuefday before) I law I had no time to lofe. 1 

1 went in, and found him weeping, as if his 
heart would break, and reading a Whole Duty A 

of Man with all his might ; like a drowning man 4 

catching at any thing to fave him. 1 fpoke a few I 

words to him then, and again in the evening, I 

though with uncommon relu£fance, there being 
many foldiers round us. 1 prayed with him, and 
found very great freedom to fpeak to him, and to 
all that were pvefent. He had no plea, but 

faw himfelf an undone finner without help, and | 

almoft without hope. Some of us vifited him ; 

twice or thrice a day, and 00 Thurfday his foul 5 

was fet at liberty. From that time he witnefled | 

a good confefTion to all that fpoke to him. Every I 

one that faw him go to the place where he was 5 

fhot, could not but admire the ferene joy that i 

appeared in his countenance. He faid but little, ^ 

but his calm, happy death, made a deep impref- 
fion on many of our foldiers ; for they could 
not but difcern the difference between him and 
one they faw die a while before at Dublin, who 
fhewed the greateft reluctance, the Field-OfBcer 
of the day, being obliged to ride up to him feveral 
times, to tell him he die ; while Jofeph New- 
ton was not above ten minutes on his knees be- 
fore he dropt the fignal, and went to paradife. 

I thought now was the time to try what could 
be done among the foldiers. 1 therefore told 

feveral. 
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feveral, that as many as had a mind, might 
come to my room every night after roll-calling, 
and I would hng, read, and pray with them 
as well as could. They came and crowded my 
room, and in a little while I had a Clafs of 
them. But about the beginning of the year 1 759, 

1 was ordered for Scotland on the recruiting fer- 
vice. I found this net to be eafy work for a' 
Chriflian, yet, through mercy, I was kept from* 
outward fin. 

After an abfenee of four months, the Frcncit 
being expected to invade Ireland, we WTre or- 
dered to join the regiment, which lay encamped 
near Kilkenny, and found my little flock, having 
had no one to look after them, were all fcattered. 
The firll morning we met (in a field adjoining) 
there w^ere but three of us. But our number 
increafed every time we met ; and before our 
camp broke up, i had a little Society gathered’ 
again. And here it was, that I got the name of 
Preacher : for it being frequently late in the 
evenings before we could meet, before 1 had 
fung and prayed, our light was gone out, fo that 
I could not fee to read, but was obliged to fay 
fomething to them without a book, or fend them 
away empty. 

it was well I did not begin to preach among 
very knowing men, for they might foon have 
filenced me, as a little thing w^ould have done- 
it : but here there w’as none to hinder me but 
the Commanding Officer, and he did not choofe 
to do it. Though he did not like the Metliodifts, 
yet he wanted us all to be very good, as we 
did not know how foon our valour might be 
tried by the French. Therefore we had very 
llriiSt orders again It fwearing, drunkennefs, &c. 
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but thofe orders did not efTedt any great refor- 
mation. 



W hen we left die camp, as w’e flill expected 
an invafion, we were fcattered abroad in can- 
tonments ail over the South of Ireland. This 
hurt inch of us as were weak in the faith, very 
mudi. None can tell, but fuch as liave tried, 
how hard it is lor a foldier to Hand liis ground 
among fo many unreafonable, as well as ungodly 
men *, for fuch were moft of the olficers as 
well as foidiers. Men whofe tender mercieS^ 
were cruel. 

1 had myfclf fuffered much lofs In my mind 
for a year, and confcquently had little inclina- 
tion for preaching. Hence when we got the 
route for Galway, I was- not at all forry that 
there was no Society to folicit. me to preach 
among them. Even my friends among the 
officers were much concerned for me, as many 
ferjeants were preferred to commiffions, they 
faid, they doubted they could do nothing, for 
me, as I made myfelf fo ridiculous. Indeed' 
this did not move me. But my unhappinefs 
of mind was the great hinderance to my preach- 
ing. Yet in Galway it was that I had the moft^ 
clear undoubted feals to my miffion, in the con- 
viction and converfion of fouls, who never had' 
heard any other Methodift Preacher. Some of' 
them are a comfort ta me to this day ; and fome 
are fallen afleep in Jefus. 

In 1761, we marched for Dublin again, and 
the following year back to Galway. All this 
time, from 1758 to 1763, 1 walked in darknefs, 
and had no light. 1 fell into it by degrees : 
bur by what particular thing, I am at a lofs to 
know. But this I know, my cafe was truly de- 
plorable 5 




V 



MH. DUN'CAN WRIGHT. 



f 

I- 



plorable ; ami yet 1 >did not give way to any 
knou'ii fin ; neither did I miis any means oi' 
grace. Nay, I often went to .the Lord’s table, 
when, to all fenfe and feeling, I w^as as dead as 
£i flone. My gracious tears were ail dried up. 
My ilony Leart could not melt. And yet I heard 
the greateft Preachers, read the bed books f 
knew', and converfed or coriefpondeil with the 
moll gracious Chriltians I could hear of. Nav, 
I frequently exhorted or preached the wliole 
time *, yea, and in that feafon had apparent fuc- 
cefs to my labours. I remark this, to refute au 
idle conceit, that none are fit to teach others, 
but fuch as are happy themfekes. 1 know, that 
many times, though 1 forgot it while preaching, I 
was ns ralferable as a doyil, both before and after. 
And it was often fuggefted to me, “ Judas may 
oad out devils, and notwitliilaiuling all this, be 
only an outcall.” I often faw my felt like one en- 
clofed all round w^ hewn done, my ftrength 
and my hope perifiied from the LcH'd.” As I 
Jenew^ -very little of myfelf when the Lord juft i- 
4ed me, he faw good to fliew me now my utter 
helplefsnefs, by leading me into the painful 
fchool of lei f- knowledge. And a dull fcliolar I 
proved, being five years in learning what others 
have learned in lefs than five months. 

Yet, notwithllanding my wretched nefs, our 
little Society at Galway, was w'onderfully blelt. 
As there was about this time a glorious revival 
in many parts of the three kingdoms, 1 com- 
municated to them, from time to time, tlie in- 
-telligence I received of the woik, and the fire 
ibon kiiullcd among them alfo. All were happy, 
OX in earneft but me, and I durit tell very few 
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iny fad cafe, for fear of hurting them. This 
.was often the language of my heart,' 

“ My foul in fin fo rooted Hands, 

No common miracle can move, 

I kno’.v my fpirh’s cure demands 
Thy whole omnipotence of love. 

But whether thou haft ever heal’d 
A fpirit fo defperate as mine, 

It lies, alas, from me conceal’d. 

In loweft depths of love divine.” 

If it be alked, what could induce me to conti- 
nue in the means of grace ? I anfwer, I never 
doubted my former experience of the truth and 
reality of religion j and (befides an unfeen hand 
that upheld me) I retained a full convicf ion, that 
in the favour of God alone there was life and 
happinefs. So I was determined to be happy in 
the favour of God, or refufe every other com- 
fort. 

It was when I was thus in darknefs, and in 
the deep, that the Lord, in a moment, “ re- 
llored to me the joy of his falvation.” This 
was like a plenteous fliower, upon a parched 
and dry land, that foon made my foul like “ a 
watered garden.” The Lord now “ led me into 
green pallures, befide the ftill waters.” What 
a change was this ! The foul that was before, 
all tumult and confufion, was now all joy and 
peace through believing. This was about June 

And yet I foon found I had not attained what 
J. Dillon, and S- Hoey, informed me they had 
attained, A mind conftantly (laid upon God, 
and kept in perfect peace.” 

Being 
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Eeing about this time confined to my room, 
by a violent inflammation in my cheek, my pain 
made me pray the more earneftly, that the peace 
of God might “ keep my heart and mind alio.” 
The Lord heard, and gave me a glorious anfivver. 
I felt fuch a fudden, and fueh a delightful 
change, as I never before conceived poiTible. 
hly joy was indeed unfpcakable ; my hope full 
of immortality; and my peace floued like a 
river. 1 then undcrllood thofe words as 1 never 
did before, “ We all, with open face, behold- 
ing as ill a glafs the glory of the Lord, are 
ciianged into, the fame image, from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 

Jull then we were ordered to the North of 
Ireland, to quell a fet of rioters, called Hearts 
of Oak. B cing fomething better, 1 marched on 
till we came to Carrick-on-Shannon, when our 
furgeon told me I mud go no farther, at the 
peril of life. My exccflive pain, and the being 
left beliind, would at fome other times have tried 
me- fulhciently ; but now, 

“ Ail was caliTi, and joy, and peace.'* 

And here it was that I firfl uaderdood, how 
the bleflTed Martyrs could clap their hands in 
tlie flames ; for although for fome nights my pain 
was excruciating, yet all was tranquility within. 

'The little Society here, and the M‘Neily’s fa- 
mily in particular, took remarkable care of me. 
“ 'file Lord grant they may find mercy of him in 
that day.” 'Fhis date continued feveral months-; 
but having none to dire<d me, and not being fuf- 
ficiently aware of tlie need there was for con- 
dant v/atchfulncfs and prayer, I fell, by degrees, 
froiii that heaven of love. 

Z 
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In the beginning of 1 764, I was cailed to fuf- 
fer a little for the tellimony of Jefus. Ami in- 
deed but a little *, for what were a few threaten- 
ings, a little reproach and flvame, a few (tones, 
or rotten eggs, to what many of the dear fer- 
vants of God have fuffered even in this age ! 

Our Lieutenant-Colonel did not care what a 
foldier’s religion was, provided he did his duty ; 
but our Major, a warm blunderer, to whom the 
command of the regiment was left for a time, 
thought it a difgrace to have a Serjeant, a 
Preacher among them.. He therefore refolved 
to drive me out of preaching if pollible. I fhalt 
not enter upon a detail of the feveral means he 
ufed for this purpofe, as I believe he was alham- 
cd of them himfelf before I left him. He found 
me fo much the foldier| however, as not to be 
frightened cut of what I thought was my duty. 
Yet 1 found it no eafy matter to walk the ftreets 
of Newry, a gazing dock to both old and young. 
At lad, as he found he could not prevent my 
preaching, he hit upon a method to get quit of 
me : namely, to put me into the tenth company, 
which was icon to be reduced. And thus it wa-s 
that the Lord « th-ruft me out into the harveft 
for 1 w'as determined not to leave the army, till 
fome clear providence fet me free. Before the 
time came for the redu£Lon of the company, 
Lome of tl.e friendly Ofiicers wanted me to Itay, 
and laid, they would get the Major to put fome 
old Serjeant in my place. I begged they would 
not, and they acquiefeed. Some of them, in- 
deed, wiflied 1 could perfuade all their men to 
be religious, for tlicy had no trouble with the 
' MethodUl loldiers, but enough with the others. 
Yet they told me, they feared ’what our enthu- 

fiafin 
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Cafm would turn to j and mentioned Cromwelly 
who could preach and pray one part of the day, 
and kill and plunder the other. 

Never were words more applicable to thefe 
fearful men than the following. 



“ The fame in your efteem, 

Falfehood and truth ye join } 

The wild pretender’s dream, 

And real work divine j 
Between the fubftance and the (hoW,. 

No diff’rencc you can find j 
For colours all, full well we know, 

Are equal tothe blind.” 

Were the chaplains men of real piety and 
courage, much good might be done in die Army, 
but the chaplaincy is generally a kind of fine- 
cure, and the care of fouls is left to any worth- 
kfs wretch, that will do it at an eafy rate. When 
we lay in one city, the care of four or five re- 
giments was left to an unhappy man, who was 
an object of common ridicule among the fol- 
diers, for his perpetual drunkennefs. 

But although my Commanding-Officer could 
not hinder me from preaching, and God gave me 
to fee the fruit of my labours, yet I was not 
thoroughly fatisfied in my own mind, that it was 
my duty to preach; but this fpring, at Water- 
ford, God revived his work wonderfully among" 
that Society, and let my mind free from every 
fcruplc ; fo that when Mr. Wefley wrote me 
word, that if I left the army, he had imme- 
diate work for me, 1 had no objeeSlion, but the 
precarious Hate of my health ; for by preaching 
loud, and long, and by reading at all hours, I 

Z 2 had 



EXPERIENCE OF 



256 

had brought myfelf fo low, that our Surgeon 
fometimes thought me in a confumption. Mr. 
Wefley told me in anfwer to my obje£tioii, 
« that our mafter had all power in heaven, and 
in earth, and that us my day, fo fnould my 
ftrength be.” And in the latter end of 1764, I 
found myfelf at liberty to go where Providence 
dire6led. 

1 was now entering upon a new fcene of life> 
and though I was twenty- eight years of age, I 
was an utter ftranger to mahhind : hence I ima- 
gined that blunt honefty, with innocency, would 
bear me tlirough any thing but I have fnice 
learned, that we need the wdfdom of the fer- 
pent, as well as the innocence of the dove, in 
our dealings with men, even about their fouls. 
I mention ^this as an apology for feme parts of 
my conduct, which had not always a due mix- 
ture of calm wifdom •, my native impetuofity, 
often hurrying me beyond the bounds of mode- 
ration *, a thing too common with well-meaning, 
zealous young men. 

I w^ould obferve farther, that I was kept in 
fuch watchfulnefs and tendernefs of confcience, 
nine years after I knew fomething of religion 
among the foldiery, as to my grief and fhame, I 
have not always retained fince that period. I 
was then continually among the open enemies of 
religion, w^hich partly obliged me to vigilance, 
but being fince then, chie% among the profeft 
friends of religion, how often have 1 been off my 
watch ? But whatever 1 have fallen into, I 
could never preach till 1 recovered a fenfe of the 
divine acceptance. O where are we fafe, beyond 
the power of finning, but in Paradife ! 
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When I came to Dublin, our Society and 
Preachers received me in the kindeft manner , ' 
and a comfortable time I fpent with them that 
winter. » ' 

One of our Captains, without my knowledge, 
now recommended me to a late Nobleman, who, 
he told me, had an eafy place for me, and de- 
fired my anfwer in two or three days j I thanked 
him, and told him I had chofeii another em^ 
ployment. 

Here I was acquainted with Dr. Davis, whofe 
cafe is worth relating. He was formerly remark- 
able for a peculiar lively turn of wit on all occa- 
fions, and happy w^as the company that could get 
him to fpend the evening wdth them. But be- 
ing perfuaded by a friend to hear John Carr, one 
of our local Preachers, his companions, alas, 
loll their merry-andrew. He told me that he 
w^ent to fee the Preacher, merely to take him olF, 
as he exprefled it : “ but, faid he, wdiilc 1 was 
leaning on my cane, looking at him through my 
lingers, during the firfl: prayer an arrow went to 
my heart, which fent me home, bruifed and 
w'ouiuled.” He then fought the true Phyfician, 
who foon brought him to a healthful mind. 

The regiment of dragoons, to which he was 
Surgeon, marched into Dublin, while I w'as 
there. One day, being at the foldier’s Infir- 
mary, a ferious man, the porter of the houfe, 
one Francis May, faid to him» Sir, we want 
prayer, and a word of exhortation, very much 
in this houfe : would you pray with tw^o or three. 
Sir, if I get them together ? Really Frank, faid 
the Dodlor, “ I never prayed in my life, but 
with two or three ferious people, and I know 
Xiot how to begin with any other.’^ Sir, faid 
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Frank, it is High time you (hould begin. Begin 
to-day Sir, begin now ! The do£tor was pre- 
vailed on. Away went Frank, and informed 
them through all the houfe, that Dr. Davis, was 
going to preach to them. Down came every 
foul that could crawl *, the fick, the lame, and 
the lazy, to the long room, where the chaplains 
ufed to read prayers. Away went Frank to the 
Do(Tor. Now Sir, faid he, “ I have got a few 
of them.” When the Do£lor came to the room 
door, and faw the place full, he was for going 
back. Nay, Sir, faid Frank, “ you cannot go 
back for your life ! There they are, the Lord has 
delivered them into your hands, and will you 
Hart from his work !” In fliort, the Do6tor went 
in, flood on a form, fung and prayed *, and hav- 
ing his pocktt-bible with him,- he read a portion 
to them, difcourfed an hour and a half, and from 
that time, preached to the foldiers where ever he 
could. As I knew his dangerous fituation, I was 
a little afraid for him. But God took care of 
him ; for going to vifit fome prifoners in New- 
gate, wT.o had a malignant fever, he caught the 
infeclion, and finifhed his courfe rejoicing in 
ir God his Saviour. 

We had feveral remarkable converfions while 
1 was in Ireland. One or tw’o more may be 
mentioned. We often think it loft labour, to 
talk to a man about his foul while drunk *, but 
1 know to the contrary. 1 knew one in the 
North of Ireland, who, going home one fum- 
mer-evening, much in liquor, faw a crowd of 
people on a green, at fome diftance *, and ima- 
gining it to be a cock-fight, he w’ould fee it be- 
fore he went home. I'he Preacher being in the 
application of his difcourfe, faid, “ are there any 
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drunkards here ? &c.” The poor fellow looking 
up, faid, Yes> I am one.” At that inllant 
he was feized with fuch concern for his foul, as 
never left him till he became a new man. 

I add another remarkable cafe. ' We had a 
little Society in the county of Wexford, who 
ufed to be much peftered with a popifh mob. 
They met in a long barn, with the door near 
one end. The rabble w'anted fadly to know 
what they did at their private meetings ; but as 
the barn belonged to one that was no Methodift, 
they durfl; not break open the door. At length 
they contrived that one of them {liould get into 
the barn before the people came, and let his com- 
panions in at a proper timei To conceal himfelf 
the better he got into a fack, and lay down be- 
hind the door. When the Society were all in, 
they faftened the door as ufual. Soon after came 
the mob, hollowing and fhouting to their friend 
to let them in j but God found other work for 
liiin •, for being charmed with the fir ft hymn, he 
thought it a thoufand pities ; (as he afterwards 
faid) to difturb them while finging it. And when 
the prayer began, the power of God did fo con- 
found, him that he roared out with might and 
main. And not having power to get out of the 
fack, lay bawling and fcreaming. At laft one 
ventured to fee vvliat was the matter, and helping 
him out, brought him up confeffmg his fins and 
crying for mercy : whicli was the beginning of a 
lafting work in his foul. 

But to return. This winter, three of the 
Preachers going to Chapel-Izod, where one of 
them was to preach, as there was room in the 
coach, they invited me to accompany them. A 
river, through which we were to pals, happened 

to 
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to overflow part the road. Our coach-man 
thinking to drive in the moft ftiallow water, 
drove near a wall ; but the wheels turning on a 
large ftone, overfet us. Through mercy we got 
out, with little more damage, than being well 
w^et *, but the coach-man flood up to the neck,, 
like one diftrafled, crying, “ Murder ! Murder !” 
At lafl: he got out, and then I and two others, 
(Mr. Johiifon and Dempfter,) walked home, and 
were no worfe. 

In the fpring, there being no Preacher in the 
Waterford Circuit, 1 went thither, and fpent 
fome time very ageeably among my former ac- 
quaintances. And now it was that 1 faw what 
fpirit many of the Iriih papills were of. While 1 
carried a fword by my fide, few of them cared to 
fpeak their minds ; but now, that reflraint being 
1^:. ^ removed, feveral of them told me to my face, 
that they thought it would be doing both God and 
the Church fervice, to burn all fuch as me in 
one fire I The infatuation of many of them, 
owing to the ignorance they are kept in, cannot be 
defcribed ; for upon the leaft pretence, and often 
without any, they rife in large parties, well 
armed, to deftroy the lives and properties of their 
neighbours, oppofe the magiftracy, and even in- 
fult^the army. 

About this time, a party of the light-horfe, 
being on foot, were coveying one of the White- 
boys to Kilkenny-goal. In going through a 
village, the papHls croflbd the w^ay with a 
mock funeral. When they had got the fol- 
diers in the midft they threw down their coffin 
full of fiones, and fell on old and young, with 
the greateft fury. The foldiers defended them- 
felves, till the ferjeant, and three or four more 
were killed, and feveral defperately wounded. 
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For this, five of them were hanged at Kilkenny. 
They all died “ innocent (they faid) as the child 
uiihorn So ditl five others, who w'cre executed 
a little while before, ft>r burning a mill, and 
burying the miller up to the neck. 1 could not 
underltaiui at firfl, how molt of the papiits that 
die here, by the hands of the executioner, die 
declaring their innocence, tiil I found out the fe- 
cret : having confefTed all their crimes to the 
pilcfl:, and received his abi(dution, taey believed 
theml'eivcs guiltlels, and were forbid 'to make 
confeflion to the licretlcs. Iiovvcvtr wc had the 
comfort to fee feveral of them brougnt to the 
experience of real cliriftianity. And there is no 
doubt, but if there were a few Preachers of Mr. 
WaHh’s fpirit, we fhould fee many more. 

Mr. Wefley having figiv.ficd to inc, lome time 
before, that I might travel with him if 1 had a 
mind, I gladly embraced the opportunity, and 
met him at Limerick, in June, i7fi5* ^ 
and the next year, I had an opportunity of 
feeing moft of our large Societies in the three 
kingdoms ; and had my health, capacity, and 
incluflry kept pace w'^ith my opportunities, it 
might have been a time of extraordinary im- 
provement. Befides all other advantages, I had 
conftantly before me, fuch an example of re- 
deeming time, as I hope will be of fervice to 
me while 1 live. But how'cver profitble my 
travelling w'ith Mr. Wefley might be, as the 
exercife w'as too much, 1 was obliged to give it 
up.' 

It was alfo of fervice to me to fpend fome time 
in London, among fome of our old, happy Me- 
thodifls ; who bore with my weaknefies, and by 
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their prayers and example, confirmed me more 
and more in the truth as it is in Jefus. 

What the J^ord has been doing by me in Kent,. 
EiTex, Norwich, Manchefirer, Macclesfield, in- 
the Yarm, and Thirik Circuits, and in Scotland, 
is known to him. i bleis (iod that I have i'eeir 
his work profper and increafe in molt of the 
Circuits 1 have been in ; not indeed in confe- 
quence of my preaching, fo much as by fome^ 
regard to our dhxipline, and the labour of my 
colleagues.’ 1, have- been happy, in having thofe 
in general with me, who- were not drones, but- 
hearty in the work of God. And their love to« 
difcipline has not been labour in vain ; to God 
alone be all the glory ! 

Before I conclude, I mufi: not forget to men^ 
tion one ciFcumftance in order to encourage 
others, and to judify the obfervatibn, « That 
we hardly know what we are capable of, till we 
are put to the trial.” 

W hen I was in Scotland, I remarked that 
many of the Clergy were men of fenfe and piety, 
and took real pains in their work. And yet there 
v/as in many places, a want of care and zeal, 
for the fpiritual welfare of the poor Highlanders. 
Many of thefe coming for employment to the" 
larger towns, were deditute of idi help for their; 
fouls o as they did not underdand Englifli. In 
Etlinburgh and Giafgow,. there have been places’ 
of worfiiip built for them, within thefe few years, 
and well fupplied ; but in xAberdeen, Perth, and 
Greenock, they dill had none to help. Whea 
Mr. M‘Nab v/ent to Scotland, in 1769, he be- 
gan to preach to them as well as he could, and 
wanted me to come to his help. Mr. Wefley, 
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sccordingly, appointed me for Scotland at the 
enfuing Conference, and dellred me to try to 
recover my Erfe : but of this I bad no hope ; 
as r could not read a vcrfe 'of it, and never 
fpoke two minutes in it on religious fubjetl in 
my life. 

However, when I came to Perth, and faw 
their forlorn condition, feverai motives induced 
me to make a trial. I therefore bought a New 
Tcftament in the modern Galic, and got one 
of the Society who could read it, to give me 
fome inftrucfions. By Chriftmas 1 had made 
fuch a progrefs, that my teacher was pofitive I 
could preach in it, and would needs invite the 
Highlanders, to come and hear me. But I 
knew my deficiency better than he did ; howe- 
ver, I was prevailed upon to let him invite them. 
He gave out the pfalm, and fung it for me. 
When - I began to pray in Erfe, 1 fiiould have 
been fet fail had I not learned the Lord’s pray- 
er before-hand. ' When I began to fpeak, 1 was 
often obliged to break off, and addreis the peo- 
ple in -Engliih. But by the grace of God, in 
lefs than four years, I could oificiate in that lan- 
guage two hours together, without a word of 
Lnglilfi. While we were thus employed, the 
Minifters in Perth, and in feverai other places, 
wilhed us good luck, in the name of the Lord. 

This was by far ^the moft delightful work I 
ever had. But it :was often hard enough, as I 
commonly preached at Greenock, in Engiiih, at 
feven in the morning : then fpent two hour.s 
from ten to twelve, with the Highlanders : walk- 
ed to Pcrt-Glafgow, and preached in the ftreets 
jat four 5 then walked back to Greenock, and 
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preached at fix o’clock, and then met the Society, 
Although by this means 1 had many an aching 
head, and pained breafl, yet it was delightful 
to fee hundreds attending to my blundering 
preaching, with Itreaming eyes, and attention 
llill as night , or to hear them, in their fiinple 
way, finging the praifes of God in their own 
tongue. If ever God faid to my heart, “ Go^ 
and I nvill he ‘with thee^"* it w'as then, when with 
much trembling, and deep fighs, I have gone to 
preach to them, hardly knowing what to fay. 
I extol the name of my adorable Mafter, that 
my labours were not in vain. How gladly 
would { have fpent my life with the thefe dear 
fouls ! but my health would not permit it ; fo I 
was obliged to leave them. 

To conclude : how gracioufly did my heavenly 
Father flrive with me by his Spirit, even from 
my infant days ! and wdnen I was an outcaft, and 
loll as to any thing of religion, reclaimed the 
w'anderer, and brought me to his fold ; then led 
me into the wildcrnefs to fliew me my heart 1 
Healed my backOidings, comforted and fortified 
me for fulferings ; and knowing my feebienefs, 
led me gradually on to preach to thofe who moll 
needed my afiillance. 

And, when he faw a little afilidlion needful, 
he fen t it. And a profitable time it^^- proved to 
me ; all thanks to the Sender ! I have fince feen 
fuch beauty in holincfs, and in the imitation of 
Chrill, and have had fuch ' difeoveries of the 
boundlefs love cf God, as I never had before ! 
O for an eternitv to praife him in ! 

If ever man could fay the following lines, 
furely I may : 
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j ' Pardon’d for all that I have done, 

j My mouth as in the dull 1 hide, 

I And glory give to God alone, 

r My God for ever pacifi’d ! 



A SHORT 

ACCOUNT OF HIS DEATH, 

By Adr, Atinore, 

H e was a truly upright, pious, good man ; 

a faithful difpenfer of the word of God ; 
a great lover, and confcientious obferver, of the 
Methodifl difcipline ; and an acceptable and 
ufeful Preacher for about Uventy-eight years He 
finithed his courfe with joy and triumph, in the 
city of London, May 13th, 1791, in the fifty^ 
ffth year of his age ; and was interred in Rev. 
Mr. Wefley’s vault, in. the New Chapel vard.* 
City-Road, London. ^ ^ ' 

I’he following brief account of his laft ficknefs 
and triumphant exit, is given by one who was an 
eye and ear witncfs. 

‘‘ In the beginning of the winter of 1 790, Mr. 
Wright caught cold, which, falling upon his 
lungs, threw him into a decline. He ftruggled 
through the winter with great difficulty, and when 
attending Mr. Wefley’s funeral, on the 9th of 
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March, 1791, hiid, it was moft probable he 
flicmltl be the next who would be laid in that 
vault : which proved to be the cafe. 

« In the month of April, he was taken with 
a violent pain in both his hdes^ and could not lie 
on eitlier of them, nor on his back, as the cough 
was exceeding troublefome. His fever was high, 
and bis pulfe quick every night, till towards 
morning ; when he generally began to perfpire, 
which afforded him a little temporary eale. He 
continued thus for a fortnight, when he w'as 
feized one night, wdth an uncommon and violent 
pain, which he fuppofed to be a fymptom of im- 
mediate deatli ; hut at this^he was not in the leaft 
difniayed. He remarked that in the year 1762, 
he had entered into a fuperior light, and greater 
-liberty, than be had ever enjoyed before j and 
had ever fince that time walked in the conflant 
light of God’s countenance, and could not be 
fatisiied any day w'ithout a direct and clear wit- 
nefs of his acceptance w ith God. He had feve- 
ral remarkable vifits from the Lord in the time of 
his aflii6fion. In one of wdnch he laid, “ I am 
a wltnefs that the blood of Chrlft does cleanfe 
from all fm ! O the goodncfs of God to a poor 
firmer ! The I.ord has finiflied his work, has 
cleanfed, and filled me with his fulnefs ! O wLat 
a weight of glory will that be, when thy weight 
of grace, O Lord is now fo great !” it pleafed 
the Lord to exercife him with ftrong pain, but 
no v/ord dropped from his lips that bore the moft 
remote implication of murmuring, or compain- 
ing. “ The joy of the Lord was his ftrength, 
and his hope was full of a glorious immortality. 
He continued in a triumphant Hate of mind, till 



the morning on which the welcome mefTenget 
arrived — when he faid, Jefus is come ! He i^ 
now in my heart !” He was quite fenfible to the 
laft, and funk gradually, with a ferene and plea- 
fant countenance, into the arms of his Redeemer ; 
and expired without a figh or groan : while a 
few friends were commending his fpirit to him 
who gave it, hd 

“ Clapp’d his glad wings and tower’d away. 

To mingle w;rb the bia^c of day/* 
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Mr. John Ftirz. 

In a Letter to the Rev, John JVeJIey, 



I 



* 



DEAR AND REV. SIR, 

I WAS born in tbe year 17 r 7, at Wilton, near 
Sarum. My Parents were honeft, but igno- 
rant of true religion. My father never went 
to Church ; my mother and her children did. 
When I was about ten, 1 began to be afraid of 
death and hell, and prayed to God to have mercy 
upon me. At eleven 1 durfl not keep company 
. with boys that curfed and fwore. I gave myfelf to 
reading, and went conftantly to Church. Yet I 
was more and more uneafy, and had fometimes 
no deep in the night, through the dread that 
was upon my fpirits. At fifteen I became a 
conOiant communicant. At fevcnteen, wlierever 
I was, in bed, within the houfe or without, I 
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Iiad fomcthing, within me, One thing is 
wanting.” 1 read more, and prayed more ; but 
fo much the more did this cry echo within me. 
In this ftate 1 continued two years, having no 
kind fhepherd to guide me. I was one day Hand- 
ing in the houl'e, when this inward voice was re- 
peated oftener than ufuiil. I looked up and faid, 
“ O God, what is this one thing ?” It was in- 
ftantly anfwered, “ Faith in the Lord Jefus 
Chrilt.” 

I was aftonifbed; for I thought I had always 
believed. However I thought, I will read over 
all the Bible, and try wdi ether I believe or not ? 
I took my Bible and opened it on thefe words. 

The devils believe and tremble.” I thought 
with myfelf, they tremble, and fo do I for the 
fame caufe ; 1 too am afraid of the judgment of 
the great day. I took my Bible again, and read, 
“ We know thee, who thou ait, the holy One 
of God.” I laid it down agTm and thought, 
the devils know him and trembie ; I tremble, 
but 1 do not know him. Now 1 faw, that I was 
without God in the world ; and the forrow'S of 
my heart were enlarged. I had read, “ He that 
belioveth hath the witnefs in himfelf but I 
knew I had not the witnefs. I reafoned much 
concerning this, wilhing I could find fome man 
that could tell me, w'hat it is to believe. 

One Sunday morning the mitiifter’s text was, 
“ He that believeth and is baptizea ihall be faved, 
and he that believeth not, Iball be damned.” I 
Hood up, and looked as earnetlly at his mouth, 
as ever a hungry man looked for food : cxpedling 
every moment, that he would tell me w'hat it 
was to believe ? He did fay fomething about 
faith, but I did not uiulerlland it. I now thought, 

A a 3 , « I do 
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I do not believe : I fliall fiirely be damned.” 
When I came to the church-door, I could not re- 
ftrain myfelf any longer, but burft into a flood 
of tears and cried aloud. The people came about 
me, and afked me, why I wept ? 1 faid, “ I 

fliall go to hell ; for I do not believe.” They 
anfwered, “Young man, if you go to hell, no 
one in the town will go to heaven.” 

From this time for near two years, I was in 
defpair. My fleep in great meafure departed 
from me. My appetite was gone ; my flefh 
walled away, and 1 grew exceeding weak. My 
mother pbferving it came to me and faid, “ My 
dear child, can I do any thing for you 1 faid, 
“ Yes, carry me to Mr. Smith (a Diffenter, to 
whom many that were in trouble came for ad- 
vice.) She carried me to him without delay. 
He afked, what ailed me ? I faid, “ let my mo- 
ther and the men that brought me go out, and 
I will tell you.” They went out, and 1 faid, “ I 
believe 1 lhall die foon, and I am afraid of going 
to hell.” He anfwered, “ you are melancholy : 
you mull feek for fome merry company.” 1 was 
Ihocked, and called aloud for my mother, (who 
ftood without) to come and carry me home, 
wdiich (he did. As I fat down in the llreet with- 
out the door, three young men paiTmg by looked 
at me, and faid, they were forry to fee me look 
fo bad. They Hayed fome time with me, talking 
merrily and jocofely. When they parted from 
me, 1 thought myfelf fomething better. They 
called on me again. I w’^as pleafed wdth their 
converfation, and endeavoured to ftifle my con- 
viclions. I recovered my ftrength daily : and 
one evening as I was walking with them, 1 afked, 
“ Where did you get all thefe merry jells 

They 
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They fald out of fuch and fuch books, which 
they named. I faid, “ If it pleafes God, I will 
go in the morning to the ftationers, and buy one 
of the bed of them.” 

As foon as I left my companions I went home. 
But I had but juft fat dowm in a chair, when a 
divine convitiion feized me, and I thought, 
“ Lord what have I been doing ?” I dropt to 
the earth utterly fenfelefs. About midnight my 
fenfes returned : and 1 found my mother weep- 
ing at my bedfide, attended by fome of her kind 
■ neighbours. 1 now found fuch a fpirit of prayer, 
as I never found before. My heart cried, “ Lord, 

» fpare me a little, before 1 go hence and am no 
more feen.” For I clearly faw, if I died in my 
prefent date ^||ud peridi for ever. 

But it w'a^iot long, before my new compa- 
nions vifited me, and exprefled a lorrow for my 
late adliclion. I was foon perfuaded to w'alk 
with them, and in awhile began to be pleafed 
again with their company and converfatioii. But 
one Sunday morning as I w'as in bed, it Teemed 
to me as if one gripped me by the arm. At the 
fame moment a voice went through my heart, 
faying, “ Go the meeting.” I was much fur- 
prifed, and felt much pain in my arm. How- 
ever it being very early I compofcd myfelf to 
deep again. But I had not lain long, when I 
heard the fame voice as before. 1 rofc and walked 
in the garden : but dill found fomething wdthin 
me faying, “ Go tcT the meeting.” I knew not 
what to do. I had ever been a zealous member 
of the edablilhcd ^ Church, and thought it not 
right to go to a Prejlbyterian meeting. I feemed 
refolved not to go but the impredion on my 
mind w'as fuch, I could have no red unlefs I 
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went. When I came in, tlie minider was in hi» 
fermon. I had no fooner hit down than he ut- 
tered thofe words, “ Remember the promifes you 
made to God on a Tick bed.” I thought he fpoke 
to me. 1 remembered how earnelKy ! had pray- 
ed to God, to fpare me a little longer. I re- 
turned home in deep dillrefs, thinking, “ I am 
ftill the fame unhappy creature, loil to all fenfe 
of good. All my refolves are come to nought, 
my promifes broken, and I am left a poor guilty 
fmner.” 

All my former works did now indeed appear 
to me no better than mere iilthy rags. 1 faid 
“ 1 have lied unto thee, O God, when I faid,' 
My fpirit doth rejoice in God my Saviour and 
when I profelled, “ 1 believe in^lj^d the Father 
Almighty, and in Jefus Chrift,” while I knew 
nothing about it. A few days after, I faw an 
unufual number of people Hocking together, and 
alked, Whither they were going ? One anfwer- 
ed, Mrs. Hall’s fon is come from Oxford, ami 
is going to preach in the Prefbyterian meeting. 
Will you go and hear him After fome paufe 
I went. While i was muling with myfelf, he 
pointed out with his finger, as though he pointed 
at me, and faid vehemently, “ There are two 
witnefics that are dead and burled in the dull, 
that will rife in judgment againlt you.” He took 
up his Bible, and faid, “ Here are the two wit- 
nefles, that have been dead and buried in the 
dull upon your flielf, the Old Tellament, and 
the New.” 1 felt what was fpoken, 1 remem- 
bered, my Bible was covered with dull, and that 
1 had wrote my name with the point of my fin- 
ger on the binding. Now i thought, i had ligned 
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my own damnation, on the back of the wit- 
iiefTes. 

I went home, no one fpeaking to me on the 
way, or I (hould have wept aloud. I walked in 
the garden *, but I was afraid the earth would 
open and fwallow me up, or that infernal fpirits 
would be permitted to drag me to the bottomlefs 
pit. I went to bed ; but the terrors I felt in the 
night, are beyond all that I can exprefs. About 
midnight I fat up in bed, and faid, “ Lord, how 
will it be with me in hell ?” Juft then a dog 
began howling under my window, and I thought, 
► “ There fhall be weeping, and w^ailing, and 

^ gnafhing of teeth Every joint now trembled ; 
the terrors of the Lord feized my foul ; the ar- 
rows of the Almighty ftuck faft in me. I rofe 
early in the morning, but did not attempt to 
pray, as I thought there was no mercy for me. 
As I walked in the garden, bewailing my mifery 
and wifhing I had never been born, God put a 
defire to pray into my heart, and thofe words 
into my mouth : “ Lord, are there no bowels of 
mercy for fuch a finner as me I went and 
kneeled down at the feet of my bed. Inftahtly 
I felt as if cold water ran through every vein. I 
ftarted up, and ran into the garden and thought, 
“ God will not fuffer me to pray. He has driven 
me from the throne of grace : there is no mercy 
for me.” I w^ent a fecond time, but had no 
fooner kneeled down, than I w'as furprifed as be- 
fore : I flew again. As foon as I came into the 
garden, I looked round, and faid, “ Who wdll 
fhew me any good ?” I w^alked weeping, till I 
faw a dead toad, and faid, “ O that I had been 
a toad ? Then 1 Ihould have had no foul to lofe.” 
I then felt a frcfii defire to pray. I went again 
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into my chamber and kneeled down. But I Wa$ 
more furprifed than ^ver. 1 thought the earth 
move'll under me* I leaped down Hairs, and tell 
on the ground ; but Hrong dehre conllrained me 
to afk, « Are there no bowels of mercy for me 
Before I could utter it, 1 heard a finall, ftilf 
voice faying, “ Thy fins are forgiven thee.” 
What a cu'ange did I feel ! My forrow was turn- 
ed into joy : my darknefs into light ! My foul 
was filled w'ith love to God, for his unfpeakable 
mercies. Now 1 did indeed draw water out of" 
the w'ells of lalvation. Yea, a fountain was 
opened in my heart, fpringing up into everlafting 
life. My tongue could not exprefs the feelings 
of my heart ; I was loH in fpeechiefs rapture. 
I now knew, what it was to believe : I knew on 
whom I believed j even on him th.vt juftifieth the 
ungodly. Being juftified by faith, I was at 
peace with God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
My bands were broken in funder, and my cap- 
tive foul was fet at liberty. 

I that before was dead in trefpafles and fins, 
was now made alive to God. I fat in heavenly 
places with Chrift Jefus. I was as in a new 
w'orld. If I walked out into the open field, 
every thing (hewed forth the glory of God. ^^f 
I looked at the fun, my heart faid, my God mJife 
this, not for himfelf but for us. If I looked on 
the grafs, the corn, the trees, I could not but 
(land and adore the goodnefs of God. My Bible 
alfo was become a new book : it was fweeter to 
my foul, than honey to my tongue. 1 had near 
communion with God day and night. And O ! 
how i longed for all the world to know what I 
knew ! I longed alfo for a conipanion in the 
grace of God, to whom I could communicate 

what 
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what I felt : yea, I thought I would tell the trees 
of the wo6d, if I could make them underftand 
what God ha^l done for my foul. 

One day as I w^as going acrofs the market- 
place, I palled by a man at his labour. I felt all 
that was in me run out after him, in a manner 
I never felt before. I pad by him again and 
again : and it w^as dill the fame. I thought I can 
tell this man any thing, though I only knew him 
by fight, and had often heard, his father ufed to 
fay, with his hand on his bread, 1 have Chrift 
in my heart.” I alked him, “ Do you believe 
your father was a good man, and that lie is gone 
to heaven ?” He anfwered, 1 do. He died 
(inging the hundredth pfalm, jud as he uttered 
thofe words, 

“ O enter ye his gates with praife !’’ 

I alked again, « Are you wdliing to live his life 
and to die death He aniwtred, the l^ord 
knows that I am. But, laid I, “ Do you believe 
there is any fueh thing, as knowing our fins for- 
given now ? He looked at me and paufed, and 
then faid, “ I wdll tell you a fortnight hence.” 
That day fortnight I w’ent to his houfc, took 
him afide, and told him, “ Now you are to an- 
fwer my quedions.” He faid, 1 will : 1 do be- 
lieve, there is fuch a thing as knowing our liiis 
forgiven now. 1 have been feekir g it ever lince 
1 faw you \ but I have found it.” 1 defired him 
to walk with me to my houfe *, 1 took him into 
my chamber. WeJ'at tlo.vn together, and 1 told 
him freely \sAat troubles 1 had p.nled through, 
and how God had delivered me. 'fhen i aiked, 
Are vou defirous'of the fame blelTiP‘> ? ’ He 
anfwered, “ Tire Lord knows that 1 am.” V,'"e 
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kneeled down, and I earnellly prayed, that God 
would make him a partaker of it. When I had 
done, he darted up, and went out of the room 
in hade, without fpeaking one word. 

In the morning as I was looking out of my 
door, I heard one man fay to another, “ Do you 
hear that John Kirby is run mad And about 
an hour after, 1 heard another aflerting the fame 
thing. In the evening he came to my houfe, 
looked earned! y at me, and faid, <« I am un- 
done.” He then indantly turned and went away, 
giving me no time to fpeak to him. The next 
morning he came in the fame manner. I was 
fitting at a table reading. He druck the table 
with his hand, and faid, 1 am undone to all 
eternity.” He then went out hadily. I followed 
him to his houfe, and found him fitting filent, 
looking with a look of deep forrow. His wife 
fat looking at him. She faid to me, “ O Sir, 
our family is ruined.” 1 faid, “ 1 hope not.” 
She faid again, with a flood of tears, “ My huf- 
band isMidraded. He neither eats, nor drinks, 
nor fleeps.” Ho vever I perfuaded him to go to 
bed, and went home. But I had not long been 
in bed, before he was knocking at the door, cry- 
ing out, ‘‘ For Chrid’s fake, quickly, quickly 
I ran down undred and let him in. He clafpcd 
me fad in his arms* and faid, “ I will never go 
home more uniefs you go with me.” I put on 
mv clothes and led him liome. As I went I ad- 
vifed him to pray. But he faid, “ I cannot ; if 
I attempt to pray in my chamber, I am affright- 
ed, and fo I am, wherever I attempt it.” When 
I came to his houfe, I found a mod didred fa- 
mily •, his wife, his fon, and his daughter all 
weeping. 1 defired him to go to bed. He faid 
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he would never go into his chamber more, unlefs 
I would go with him. 1 did fo, and faw him in 
bed, defiring his wife and children to go to bed 
alfo, and to be as^ Hill as 'polliblc. Then I re- 
turned home. But 1 had fcarce been in bed ten 
minutes, when he was knocking at the door with 
more earneftnefs than before ; he again faid, “ I 
will never go home, unlefs you go with me.” I 
went the third time, when 1 came to his houfe, 
the family was in bed. 1 heard his wife weep- 
ing. But he repeated, “ I will never go into 
the chamber again, unlefs you go with me.” I 
faid, O for fhame ! Your wife is in bed.” She 
cried aloud, For Chrifl’s fake, do not mind me, 
but bring my hufband up Hairs.” She was fit- 
ting up in the bed, in her night gown, bewailing 
herfelf and her family. After feeing him in bed, 
I kneeled down by the bed fide, and commended 
him to God. 

In the morning he came to my houfe again. 
But the whole form of his vifage was changed. 
He walked to and fro with tears dropping from 
his eyes. I aflced, « How is it with you now ?” 
He faid, “ Glory be to God ! all is peace.” I 
defireJ him to fit down and tell me how this 
change came. He faid, « As foon as you were 
gone, I looked up, and it appeared to me, as if 
the roof of my houfe was taken away, fo that I 
f^w the firmament. While I was wondering at 
this, a dark cloud arofe, which I thought was a 
thunder-cloud. The cloud was drawn afide, and 
left in view, Jefus ChriH, all befmeared with, 
blood. He looked down upon me and faid,~ 
“ I have loved thee, and given myjelf for thee ? 

I felt the word in my heart, and all guilt and 
fear, and forrow fled away. No^;^^l know that I 

B b “ have 
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i have an Advocate with the Father, Jefus Chrift 

i the righteous, who is the propitiation for my 

fins.” We wept together for joy, and praifed 
God for his abundant mercies beftowed upon us. 

From this time, as the fouls of David and Jo- 
i nathan were knit together, fo were our fouls knit 

together in God. We had clofe fellowfhip with 
each other, and fat together as in heavenly places 
in Chrift Jefus. Neither of us were content to 
eat his morfel alone, but what was imparted to 
one, the other muft partake of: we gladly met 
together every evening, to pray with and for 
; each other, and pour out our fouls before God 

in thankfgiving for all his mercies. Meantime 
j our hearts burned with delire, that all men might 

1 know this love of Chrift that pafleth knowledge^ 

But how to impart what we had received to others 
we knew not, or which w^ay to begin. 

After a while I heard, there was a company 
i of DiiTenters, that met together at a private houfe 

every Sunday evening. 1 told my friend, 1 was 
j in hopes they were partakers of the fame blef- 

j fing that we w^ere. 1 wrote a note, to defire 

! leave for me and my friend to come and fit be- 

I hind them. They fent word, we were w^elcome 

1^; to come. When w'e came, we found about ten 

of them fitting round a large table, on which 
were the Bible and the news-paper, with a de- 
canter and glaffes. /Fhey were quite complaifant. 
They all rofe up, and defired us to lit in rank 
with them. But I refufed ; faying we will only 
(it in the place w'e named, that is, behind you. 
They then began their evening exercife. Firll, 
they ridiculed the Vicar, particularly for his co- 
vetoufnefs. Next, they drank one to another, 
and offered the glafs to us : but we did not drink. 

Then 
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Then they related the faults of the church-war- 
dens and the overfeers of the poor : till one read 
part of the ne«'s-paper, which gave occafion to 
dilcourfe on the hate of the nation. At iafl one 
of them read a chapter in the Bible ; another 
looking at his watch, faid, Blefs me I It is time 
to go home. It is paft ten o’clock.” But faid, 
one, we ought to go to praryer hrll. But they 
were not agreed which of tliem fliould pray. At 
lafh one of them flood up againft the back of a 
chair, fpoke a few words^ and concluded. My 
friend and I were kneeling together, 1 was weary 
with forbearing, and began eariieftiy to pray, that 
God would awaken them, and by his goodnefs 
lead them to repentance, that they might know 
the things which belonged to their everlafting 
peace. They turned about, and flared at me, as 
if 1 had been fpeaking Greek. However they 
told us, we ihould be welcome to come again the 
nex^ Sunday evening. 

The next Sunday evening we came again. But 
one of the company having told his neighbours, 
that I had preached, I fuppofe not lefs than a 
hundred perfons were Handing about the door. 
The man of the houfe afked them, “ What do 
you want And endeavoured to keep them out. 
Bur when he flood afide for me and my friend to 
come in, they poured in after us. At firfl he 
feemed difpleafed, but foon after called to his 
wife, and laid, « Bring me the Teflament.” He 
opened it, fat with it in his hand fome time ; 
then ftarting up came to me, with the book 
open, faying, “ if you have a word of exhorta- 
tion lay on.’' The firfl words prefented to my 
view were Romans viii. i. “ There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them which are in 
B b 2 ' Chrifl 
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Chrift Jefus, who walk not after the flefli, but 
after the Spirit.” I had had no thought of ex- 
horting or preaching to this hour. But now the 
power of God came upon me, and enabled me 
to fpeak from an experimental knowledge, of 
freedom from condemnation. Now I was able to 
teflify, “ By grace I am fared through faith not 
for any thing that I have done; it is the gift of 
God. Many of them that flood before me, felt 
the word and wept much. And from this time, 
by the help of God, I have continued to preach 
“ repentance toward God, and faith in our Lord 
Jefus Chrift.” 

This fame gentleman, in whofe houfe 1 began* 
to fpeak of the things of God, procured a li- 
cence for his houfe, that none might 'moleft me. 
I likewife preached in my own houfe, to all that 
came and heard me. Their number continually 
increafed : many were convinced of their evil 
ways, and about fourteen converted to God, 
who met with me daily, to fpend fome time in 



prayer. We loved as brethren, being partakers 
together of the fame grace of God. And we 
began to fuffer reproach together, to fhew us that 
“ the fervant is not above his Lord.” .Mr. Con- 



way, the Vicar fent his footman to me with this 
mellage ; “ My mafter bids me tell you, you 
have a foft place in your head.” 1 faid, Be 
pleafed to tell your mafter, the fheep when dif- 
eafed do not run after the Shepherd, but the 
Shepherd after the flKcp. Your mafter paftes by 
my door almoft every day. 1 wifh he would call 
in, and fearch about my head : and find out what 
my tliforder is, and preferibe a remedy.” About 
two hours after, I law him coming. I opened 
the door and waited for ^im. But when he faw 

me^ 
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me, he drew farther off, and fltook his cane at 
me, and pafled by. He went ftrait to the Earl of 
Pembroke’s (the old Earl) and told him, There 
is a young fellow in the town, who under a pre- 
tence of preaching, makes three riots every week, 
and dilturbs all the inhabitants of the town, 
from one end to the other.” The Earl faid, I 
will fend for the young man, and talk with him 
myfelf.” 

But in (lead of fending for me, he fent for the 
Mayor, with whom he ufed to converfe fre- 
quently. He had heard me preach himfelf. Af- 
terwards I learned, what pafl'ed between the Earl 
and him. “ The old Prieft has been here, faid 
the Earl, but 1 know not what he would have. 
He was at firft a diffenting minifter. But he 
came to me and faid. His confcience conftrained 
him to conform to the church, and begged I 
would aflift him to procure ordination. Then 
he begged me to give him a benefice which was 
vacant : I did fo. He came again within the 
twelvemonth, complaining he could not live on 
it. I gave him a fecond of two hundred a-year. 
Still he followed me with the fame complaint, 
till 1 gave him a third : and now he comes to me 
with a complaint, about fome young man that 
preaches. Pray, do you know’ the man ? He 
laid, “ My Lord, perfeiffly well : he lives but 
three doors from me.” His Lordfiiip faid, “ I 
faid at firft, I would fend for the man : but I 
have thought otherwdfe. • Take Lord Herbert 
and your fon, w'ho has taken his degrees at Ox- 
ford, and all the Aldermen with you : and you 
will judge whether it is the Preacher who makes 
the riot, or they that come to difturb him. Af- 
B b 3 * ter wards 
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terwards come all of you to dinner with me, 
and give me your cool judgment.” 

I knew nothing of their coming, till they 
came ; but according to my day, ' fo was my 
ftrength. The people feeing the Mayor coming 
from his own houfe, attended by Lord Herbert 
and* the Aldermen, called one upon another, fay- 
ing, My Lord, and the Mayor, and Aldermen, 
are gone to pull down the preaching- houfe.” The 
rabble ran from all quarters, to lend a helping 
hand. I was praying, when they pburcd in upon 
us like a flood. They pufhed down fome that 
were on their knees, and trampled on them. 
Lord Herbert rofe from his feat ^nd faid, I de- 
fire you will let me hear quietly.” But inftead 
of regarding it, fome of the mob gave him a 
very impertinent anfwer. ’ The Mayor then rofe 
up, and with a loud voice, commanded the 
King’s peace. I then faid,. “ My Lord, and 
Gentlemen, I and thofe that meet with me are 
members of the eftabliflied church. We meet 
together ever Sunday, before and after divine 
fervice, to make prayer and fupplication, with 
and for one another. And I read a portion of 
fcrlpture and explain it as God enables me.” I 
paufed. His Lordlhip bowed his head, and I 
went on, “ I \^ill preach now, as well as I can in 
this confufed noife.” I then read, “ I certify you, 
brethren, that the Gofpel which was preached 
by me, was not after man. For I neither re- 
ceived it of man, ^leither was I taught it, but 
by the revelation of Jefus Chrill.” When I had 
ended, high and low went away, and I and my 
friends were left alone. 

When the Mayor' and his brethren came to the 
Earl’s (1 was informed in the evening,) he aflced. 

If 
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If they had been at the preaching ? The Mayor 
faid, “ Yes, my Lord.” And what have you to 
fay concerning the man that preaches ? The 
Mayor replied, My Lord, I have known him 
from a child ; he has lived an exemplary life from 
the beginning.” The Earl faid. Now that we 
know the truth of the cafe, we know how to 
proceed. If I was Mayor of the town, the next 
time that young man preaches, 1 would go and 
read the riot a£t.” ' The Mayor promifed he 
would : and the next time 1 preached, he came 
with the riot adl: in his hand. The mob ga- 
thering together, he made them come near, and 
then read the adl. They quickly ftirunk back : 
but one of them curfed the Mayor, and faid, he 
was a Methodift too. He looked upon me and 
faid, “ John, you fee, I have got a bad charac- 
ter too.” I faid, “ I wifh it was true ” He 
faid, “ So do I : it would be better for me.” 
From this time we had peace. 

This method not fucceeding to his wifli, the 
Vicar thought good to try another. He procured 
the Rev. Mr. Horler, to preach before his lord- 
fhip. And he did preach as extraordinary a fer- 
mon, as ever was heard at Wilton. Elis text 
was, “ Take heed brethren, lead: there Ihould 
be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in 
departing from the living God that is, faid he, 
from the church. For there is fprung up among 
us a new religion, called Methodifm : it is like 
the plague. They that have it infedf whole fa- 
milies. Now in fuch a cafe, if one were to 
come and warn you, to fliut your door, and keep 
out the man and his diftemper, would not you 
be thankful ? I am now come to do you this 
kind office. I will deferibe the perfons in three 

particulars. 
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particulars. In the firft place, they look jufl: like 
toads, that are crept out from under a faggot- pile. 
In the fecond place, they pretend to be led by the 
Spirit *, and when they “ are under his guidance,” 
as they call it, they look like toads that are crept 
out of a dung heap, and croak jull like them. 
In the third place, they look jull like toads, that 
are dragged from land’s end tcv land’s end under 
a harrow.” I was curious to obferve, what no- 
tice his lordlhip took of the Preacher, who Hood 
bowing at his fide, as he went out of church. 
He p iffed by him without making the leafl. mo- 
tion, or taking any notice of him at all. 

After he was got home, he fent a footman to 
tell the Preacher, “ If you pleafe, you may come 
and dine 'with his lordfhip.” When he came, 
and was fat down, the Earl afked his name. He 
anfwered, “ My name is Jofeph Horler.” His 
lordlhip then alked, “ Mr. Horler, what have 
you Eeen doing ? He anfwered, “ Preaching, 
my Lord ” “ What have you been preaching 

“ The Gofpel, my Lord.” “ I deny that Mr. 
Horler ; you have been preaching againli the 
government.” He faid, “ 1 afk your lordHiip’a 
pardon ; I do not know that 1 have.” << Nay, 
faid his lordfliip, have not the king, lords, and 
commons, all agreed that every Englifliman lhall 
worlhip God according to his own confcience ? 
And are there not licences granted for this very 
purpofe ? But pray who are thofe toads who 
creep out of the dung-heap ? I hope they are not 
your neighbours ! Let me hear of it, Sir, no 
more. 1 will hear no more of it. I will fend a 
note immediately to the Vicar, to let me know, 
when I am in the country, any day that you are 
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to preach. And 1 will be Cure not to be at church 
that day.” 

Some time after, that honeft man, John Haim, 
called upon me, and preached at my houfe. 
Here our acquaintance and mutual love began, 
which has continued to this day ^ he gave me an 
invitation to come to Shaftfbury. I often went, 
and found much life and love among the people. 
1 was afterwards invited to Wincaunton ; Ro- 
bert Brockway informing me, that the dilTenting 
minifter was a pious man, and had promifed me 
the ufe of his pulpit. And notice was given on the 
market-day, that a Methodift was to preach there 
on Sunday. But when Robert Brockway re- 
minded the minifter of his promife, he faid, 
“ My congregation is not willing.” I afked, 
<* Is there any among you that has courage to 
go through the town, and tell the people, there 
will be preaching on the Common ?” One an- 
fwered, I will for one.” When we were 
there,’ a man brought me a table to ftand on. 
Some of my friends from Shaftfbury were with 
me. After linging a hymn, and fpending a little 
time in prayer, I gave out thofe words, “ Seeing 
that all thefe things (hall be diflblved, what man- 
ner of perfons ought we to be in all holy con-, 
verfation and godlinefs r* 'The people were as 
ftill as night, and gave good heed to what was 
fpoken, till the minifter of Brewham, with an 
attorney, and Mr. Ring, the town-clerk, came 
to the outfide of the congregation. Some then 
cried out, “ Make way, make way I” But the 
people ftood clofer and clofer together, till I de- 
fired them to open to the right and left, and let 
the gentlemen come forward. Mr. Ring then 
read the riot ad. 1 faid, “ Sir, was there any 

appearance 
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appearance of a riot here, till yotr came Hc 
looked me in the face, and faid with the utmoll 
vehemence, “ Thou rafcal.” Tlren the blood 
fpouted out in a Uream from both his nolfrils. 
He dropf to the earth, crying aloud, “ 'rhey will 
fay this is a judgment.” (No wonder if tht 7 
did.) All polftble means were ufed to ftop the 
bleeding •, hut in vain. From that time he was 
lunatic, fie wa.s carried to Hath, and died toon 
after. In about a fortnight (I was informed) the 
minifter of Brewham died alfo. 

Some time after this, one of Mr. Whitefield's' 
Preachers preached in the flreet at Wincauiuoiir 
While he was preaching, a carrier came with a 
ftring of pack-horfes. The fore-horfe had a ftrap 
of bells about his neck The carrier took them 
off, and put them about his own neck. He then 
ran in among the people, jumping and dancing 
with all his might. While he was thus employ- 
ed, the horfe he took the bells from, dropped 
down. They went to him, but he was flone 
dead. So God, in judgment mixed with mercy, 
took the horfe, but fpared the man ! 

Some years before 1 was a travelling Preacher, 

I w'as invited to preach on Saliibury Plain, near 
the New Inn. It being on a Sunday, a very 
great company M>as gathered together, from the 
neighbouring villages on both fides the Plain. 
Here I w^as met by John Haim, with a few of 
our friends from Shahibury. As foon as I be- 
gan to preach, a man came (trait forw’ard, and 
prefented a gun at my face; fwearing that he 
would blow my brains out, if I fpake another 
word. However 1 continued fpeaking, and he 
continued (wearing ; fometlmes putting the muz- 
zle of the gun to my moutii, fometimes againft 

my 
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iTjy ear. While we were linglng the laft hymn, 
he got behind me, fired the gun and burnt off 
part of my hair. But he did not lofe his labour, 
for he was fo foundly beat, that he kept hb bed 
for feveral weeks. 

The occafioii of my leaving Wilton was this. 
Hearing that Mr. Hail, after all the good he had 
done, had brought a huge reproach upon the 
gofpel, and was removed from Sarum ; I went 
td^Mr. Marih, to know the truth of it. He faid. 

He is gone ; but he has not carried away with 
him, what w^e have received.” We hid ourfelves 
awhile; the world rejoiced, and we forrowed. 
When the ftorm w'as a little over, 1 went often 
to Saliibury, and converfed, and prayed with 
fomc of the poor people. After fome time, I 
was defired to preach in Mr Hall's chapel. More 
and more came, till we had a good congregation. 
Mr. Marih then took part of the houfe adjoMng 
to it, for me to live in, and to receive any of 
Mr. Wefley’s Preachers that could find time to 
■call. Hene I continued about five years. But 
fome of the people being afraid, lell i fiiould 
follow Mr. Hall’s example, I left the houfe, and 
left off preaching, till being afiii6led both in Toul 
and body, and knowing it was the hand of the 
Lord upon me, 1 made my mind known to Mr. 
Wefley, who advifed me to go into the well of 
Cornwall. I did fo : I took up my crofs, left 
niy wife, and children, and went without delay. 
J was very kindly received by the people. My 
labours were bleft among them. My bodily 
llrength returned. And great vvas the comfort 
that 1 felt in my foul. 

Mr. Welley lent me next into the York cir- 
cuit. I went in the fimplicity of the gofpel, be- 
ing 
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ing only afraid, left I ftiould not be ufeful. But 
■ it pleafed God to give me fome fruit here alfo^ 
which engaged me to go on, and made me will- 
ing to fpend and be fpent for the fouls of men. 
Afterwards I fpent two years in Chefliire and 
Lancaftiire, where was the moft rapid work of 
God that 1 ever faw. At a love feaft in Man- 
chefter, we had eighteen perfons ju (lifted in an 
hour. And many experienced a higher work of 
God, being cleanfed from all ftn. After deeply 
hungering and thirfting for righteoufnefs, they 
were fatisfied with it. Some of them agonizing 
in prayer, fell to the ground, and cried out, “ It 
is enough, Lord ! My cup runs over ! With- 
hold thy hand, or enlarge my heart.” Our 
leaders feeling the weightinefs of his prefence, 
and the exceeding greatnefs of his power, were 
filled with zeal for the glory of God, and the 1 

good of fouls. They difperfed themfelves on 
Sundays, went into the country villages, fung 
and prayed, and exhorted the people to turn to 
God. Many came from thofe villages to hear 
the word, and great good was done. 

A poor woman that lived about ten miles from 
Mancheftcr, hearing fome fay, “ We have been 
there, and have found the Lord,” told it to a 
neighbour, and faid, “ I wifli 1 could go Man- 
chefter and find the Lord.” Her neighbour 
faid, “ Then why do not you go ?” She faiil, 

“ O dear child, I have no fhoes.” Her neigh- 
bour faid, “ I will lend you mine.” She faid, 

L hen 1 will go.” She came to Manchefter on 
a Sunday 5 but knew not where to go. Seeing 
a gentleman walking in the Market-place, (he 
went to him, and aiked, « Where is it that peo- 
ple go to find tlie Lord ?” He faid, “ Among 
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tlie Methodifts, as far as I know.” She afked, 
« Where are they ?” He anfwered, Come, 
and I will (hew you.” He brought her to the 
paflage that lead to the Preaching houfe, and 
faid, Go in there.” Thomas Woolfinden came 
to her, and afked, what Ihe wanted ? She faid, 
“ Is this the place where people find the Lord ?” 
He went and called John Morris, one of the 
leaders, to whom (he told all that had happened. 
He took her in and placed her near the middle 
of the room, and advifed her to look at none but 
the Preacher. She took his advice, and about 
the middle of the fermon cried out, “ Glory be 
to God, I have found the Lord !” whiph {he re- 
peated over and over, being filled with joy un- 
fpeakable. 

There was likewife a glorious work of God at 
Liverpool. Many were enabled to repent and 
believe the gofpel : and many believed that the 
blood of Jefus Chrift had cleanfed them from all 
unrighteoufnefs. The fame flame broke out at 
Bolton, at Macclesfield, at Congleton, and at 
Burflem. One inftance of the goodnefs of God 
at Congleton deferves a particular notice. Two 
men were there, pot-companions, David and Sa- 
muel. David made it his bufinefs to {land in 
the fireet near the time of preaching, and fwear 
^at thofe that were going to it. About this time 
we had many remarkable convcrfions. At this 
lie feemed much perplexed : and alked his com- 
panion, “ What can this be ? What the d 1 

is it that they do to the people to convert them ? 
I have a good mind to go and fee.” Accordingly 
both of them came. But after they had fat 
about a quarter of an hour, David {larted up 
and faid. “ I will ftay here no longer.” He 
^ c attempted 
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attempted to run, but quickly dropped dowHo 
However he role, and with fome difficulty got 
home. He went ftrait to his chamber, and got 
to bed. He turned himfelf a few times j then 
leaped up, faying, “ I will lie here no longer.” 
He ran into the fields, and then wandered up 
and down all the night. In the morning he came 
home, went into his (hop, and thought he would 
go to work. He heated his iron in the forge, 
and lifted up his hammer over his head. But he 
imagined, the devil was juft behind him, ready 
to carry him away. He let fall his hammer, ran 
out of the fhop, and went to the fields, where 
he wandered all day. In the evening .a farmer 
paffing by, faid, « David, why are you net at 
your work ! I have been three times at your 
.fhop to-day *, but you were not to be found.” 
David anfwered, “ I think, I fliall w'ork no 
more.” The former alked. Why fo ? He faid, 
“ I am afraid 1 fhall be converted.” It quickly 
fpread throughout the town, that David* war, 'go- 
ing to be converted. But David protefted he 
would not j he would go and get drunk dire£lly. 
Accordingly he went into a public-houfe, and 
with all fpeed drank two quarts of Ale, with 
half a pint of Brandy. Three men fitting by, 
one of them faid, “ David, you will be con- 
verted for all this.” David fitid, « I will con- 
vert thee,” knocked him dowm, took him by the 
heels, and threw him out of the door. He did 
the fame to the fccond and the tliird. Then he 
cauerht up the woman of the houfe, ran wdth 
her'^into the fireet, threw her into the kennel, 
faying, 1/ie thou there.” He went back to the 
houfe, tore down the, door, broke it in pieces, 
and threw it into the ftreet. Then he went 
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Home : but he was no fooner laid down in bed, 
than he thought, “ Now I am fure the devil will 
have me.” He leaped out of bed, took to tlie 
fields, and wandered about all the day. At lafi: 
he went to his companion and told him, “ Ever 
fince I heard that old fellow preach, 1 can nei- 
ther eat nor fleep.” Then, faid Sam, « take it for 
a warning, or 1 will keep thy company no more 5 
elfe the devil will have us both.” DavidTaid, 
Then, what (hall we do ?” He anfv/erecf, 
« Whatever thou doft, I will join the Society.” 
David fell a weeping, and faid, « If thou doft^ 
fo will I, if they will let me.” As foon as their 
defign was knowni many came running to me> 
and defired, 1 would not receive either of them. 
1 faid, If they come, I will adf according to 
the bed" judgment I have.” A little before 
preaching they came. “ Sir, faid Samuel, we 
are a couple of defperafe wicked fellows. But 
we want to be better. And we beg you, for 
Chrid's- fake, to receive us into your Society.” 
1 faid, « Yes, for Chrid*s fake I will receive 
you.” They looked one at the other, with tears 
flowing from their eyes, and faid, « For Chrid's 
lake receive us now, and let us come in at' the 
Eove-fead.” I faid, I do receive you now, 
for Chrid’s fake.” After preaching, one defired 
me to look at David. His body was writhed many 
ways, and his cries and' groans were fuch as 
druck terror into thofe that were near him. I 
kneeled down and prayed : while I was praying, 
David darted up, anT cried aloud, « Glory be 
to God ! my fins are forgiven;” ' At the fame 
time Samuel faid, “ O precious Lamb of God ! 
all in a gore of blood for me!” David then 
broke through'the people, and caught Sam' in his 
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arms, faying, “ Come, let us fing the Virgin 
Mary’s £bng. I could never ling it before ; but 
now my foul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
fpirit doth rejoice in God my Saviour !’* 

' Is any thing too hard for thee, 

Almighty Lord of all ? 

I married wliile I was at Wilton. When I 
was young, I was frequently at the Earl of Pem- 
broke’s. Here I came acquainted with one of 
the houfe-maids. We met frequently, and al- 
ways parted with prayers. She feemed very re- 
ligious *, but wdien we were married, 1 foon 
found my miftake. She w^as fond of drefs, and 
loved to walk about for pleafure on the Lord’s 
Day. She refufed to kneel .down when I prayed, 
faying, “ 1 do not love fuch Prefbyterian prayers. 
1 took a book in my hand ; but prayed as 1 did 
before. Then (lie kneeled. One evening (lie 
was much affe£ted, and rofe early in the morn- 
ing and fearched the book to find the prayer. 
But Ihe could not find it ; and afterwards fire 
would not kneel down, whether I had a book or 
not. 

One Sunday morning, a little before church- 
time, being about to go to the Sacrament, I 
came dowm the Hairs. She flood filent at the 
if air-foot, ‘and then Hepped down, Hruck me in 
tlie face, and beat out one of my teeth. She 
Hepped back, fat down in a chair, and w'ept 
aloud, faying, “ Lord, I cannot help it, I am io 
tempted by the devil.” I w'^ent to her, put my 
tooth into her lap, and went into my chamber 
again without fpeaking. It was a forrowful day 
with her. The ne:xt morning fhe rofe before me. 

When 
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When I came down, I found her weeping. She 
faid, “ Can you forgive me ?” I made towards 
the door. She faid, “ For God’s fake, do not 
leave me.” 1 faid, It is God againft whom you 
have finned.” She wept aloud. I went out, and 
walked in the fields three hours, praying for her 
and when I returned home, I' found God had 
fpoke peace to her foul. Nothing would fatisfy 
her, but I' muft fit on her knees, and hear her 
praife God. I believe fhe never loft his^love from 
that hour, but was daily growing: in grace. 
When I fet out as a travelling Preacher, leaving^ 
my children to her care, -Ihe never once aiked me. 
When I Ihould come home ?- But in -all her letters^ 
faid, “ 1 find difficulties : but let not that dif- 
trefs youi I am content. Go ftrait forward iir 
the work God has' called you to.” 

When- 1 was informed fhe was very ill, I rode 
feventy miles in one of the fhorteft days, to fee 
her. I found two young women with her, who 
came to fee her at the beginning of her illnefs, 
and never left her after. One of them afked, 
if they fhould let her know that I was come ? I 
faid, No ; and went in foftly to her. She looked 
at me, and faid, “ My dear hufband, I am go- 
ing to Abraham, to Ifaac and Jacob. I am go- 
ing to all the prophets, and to the fpirits of juft 
men made perfe<4. 1 am going to my dear Je«» 
fus i” and added, 



“ Not a doubt can arife, 

To darken the ikies, 

Or hide for a moment my Lord from my eyes.’*" 

No, not for a moment ! She then paufed 
awhile and faid, 

C c 3 Hark r 
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•* Hark ! hark how they ihout 
All heaven throughout! 

Lord, let me come up !” And fo departed. I 
found her clothes had been fold, to procure her 
neceflaries in time of afflidfion. So that naked 
as (he came into the world, naked did fhe re- 
turn. 

As to my mother, I was her youngeft fon, and 
fhe was the kindeft of mothers. Yet it was not 
till I had preached a whole year that fhe would 
come to hear me. After fhe had heard, fhe was 
all prayer, and foon found peace ; which fhe en- 
joyed without the leaft interruption, to her life’s 
end. Living and dying, fhe was pofTeft of that 
quietnefs of fpirit, which in the fight of God 
is of great price. Her laft dying words were, 
“ Lord Jefus ! into thy hands I commend my 
fpirit.” 

Many years ago, when I was at Hornby In 
Yorkfhire, I bad a violent illnefs. None about 
me expelled I fhould ever recover. When to all 
appearance I was near death, Mr. Olivers fent 
Mr. Minethorp to Hornby with a letter, to in- 
form me, he would come and preach my funeral 
fermon, and rejoice over me. The good women 
that fat round my bed, faid, “We never had a 
Preacher died here before. We fhall have a great 
company of people to hear the funeral fermon.” 
I heard one of them fay, “ Now he is going.” 
Meantime the cry of my heart was, “ Lord 
fan£lify me now or never.” In that inflant I 
felt the mighty power of his Tandfifying fpirit. 
It came down into rny foul as a refining fire, 
purifying and clcanfing from all unrighteoufnefs. 
And from that inflant I began to recover. But 

O how 
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O how flow of heart have I been to believe, and 
how hard to underftand the deep things of God ! 
Before my converfion I thought, if I repented 
all my days, and was pardoned at laft, it would 
be a great bleffing. But when it pleafed God to 
pardon me, I knew, ‘‘ Now is the accepted time ; 
now is the day of falvation.” But I had the 
fame conceptions of fan^SUfication, that I had be- 
fore of Juftification. I preached it as a flow, 
gradual work. And while I did fo, 1 gained no 
ground : I was eafily provoked, which made me 
fear left after I had preached to others, I myfelf 
(hould be a caft-away. But now, glory be to 
God, I feel no anger, no pride, no felf-will : old 
things are paft away. All things are become 
new. Now I know, he that dwelleth in love, 
dwelleth in God and G®d in him I 



A SHORT 



ACCOUNT OF HIS DEATH. 

By Air, Atmore, 



M r. FURZ continued to labour in the 
vineyard as an Itinerant as long as he 
was able ; but the infirmities of old age coming 
upon him, he was conftrained to yield, and from 

the 
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the Conference 1782, a£l:ed as a Tupcmua^ 
merary j 'and thus continued to put forth all the 
remainder of his ftrength, in promoting the in- 
tereft of the Redeemer’s kingdom. For feme 
years previous to his death, he refided chiefly in^ 
the Salifbury circuit ; and often vifited Frome, 
where he was entertained in the moft affection- 
ate manner, in the family of Mr. Blunt : but, at 
lafl, his mental powers were fo decayed, that hei 
fcemed funk into a ftate of fecond childhood.- 
He, however, retained his piety, and clofed his- 
life in holy triumph, in the year i 8oa. 
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Mr. Peter Jaco. 

In a Letter to the Rev. John WeJIey^. 



REV. ANT) DEAR SIR, 

I AM forry I cannot comply with your defirc 
fo effectually as I could wifli ; having left 
the papers containing the particulars of God’s 
dealings with me, fome hundred miles off. At 
prefent 1 can only give you fome circumftances 
as they occur to my memory. 

I was born of ferious parents, at Newlyn, 
near Penzance, in Cornwall, in the year 1729. 
When capable of learning, I was put to fchool, . 
where I continued till I was near fourteen. But 
being of a gay, lively difpofition, and my maf- 
ter being given to drink to excefs (on which ac- 
count 1 foon learned to defpife both him and his 
inftructions) did not make that proficiency which 
1 otherwife might have done. As I could not 

endure 
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endure the fchool under fuch a teacher, my^ 
iher took me home, and proposed feveral bufi- 
nefles to me ; but I chofe rather to be under his- 
care, and to be employed 'with him in the Pilchard- 
fifhery : i ft, becaufe I knew him to be a perfe£t 
mafter of his-bufinefs ; and-2dly, becaufe 1 knew 
he was a truly ferious man. 

From my infancy, I had very ferious impref- 
fions, and awful thoughts of God v which, with 
the care and precepts of my. parents, prevented 
my running into many excefles incident to youth;- 
though in other refpe£fs I was bad- enough. I 
was exceeding proud, paflionate, and ambitious; 
and fo fond of pleafure, that at any time I would 
neglect., my. ordinary meals to purfue it. But 
amidll all my follies, I was ftill miferable ; and 
often, to fuch a. degree, that I wifhed I was any 
thing but a rational creature. After many a relt- 
lefs night, I was ready to fay with Job, “He • 
fcareth me with dreams, and terriheth m® with 
vifions.” I frequently refolved to leave my fins: 
but, alas!* my goodnefs foon vaniflied away. 
Thus I repented and finned ; and, as I was to- 
tally ignorant where my ftrength lay, I was fre- 
quently, at the=^ point of up all ftriving againll the- 
torrent ;, and of gratifying every paflion as far as 
my circumftances would permit. 

About the year 1 746^ God fent his meflengers 
into our parts^ who proclaimed free and full rc* 
demption in the Blood of Chnft. But though- 
this was the very thing my confcience told me 
r wanted, yet T would not give up.all to come 
to him. No : L would difpute for his fervants, 
fight for them (an infiance of which you, dear 
fir, faw the firft time you preached on the green 
between Penzance and Newiyn, when a few- lads 
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Teicued you from a wicked mob) ; but I would 
come 110 nearer. However, going one Sunday 
night to hear Stephen Nichols, a plain, honett 
tinner; the word took ftrange hold on me, and 
fcemed like .fire in my bones. I returned filled 
with aftonifliment, retired to my apartment, and, 
.for the firft time, began to take a ferious review 
of my pail life, and prefent fituation with re- 
gard to eternity. My eyes were now truly open- 
ed. I faw myfelf a poor, naked, helplefs fin- 
ner, without. any plea, but “ God be merciful to 
me.” My conviftions became 'more and more 
alarming, till I was driven to the brink of def- 
pair. And though my religious acquaintance 
(for I immediately joined the Society) did all they 
could to encourage me, 1 would often. fay, 1 have 
CO hope. In this deplorable ftate I continued 
i^or near four months; when one Sunday (may 
I never forget it !) as I was attending to . the ex- 
hortation before rthe Sacrament, when the mi- 
nifter pronounced, “ He that eateth and drinketh 
unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to 
himfelf (a very wrong tranilation) not difcerning 
the Lord’s Body ;” I immediately concluded, 
“ Then I am loll for ever.” Yet through the 
perfuafion of my father I (laid, and refoived, if I 
did perilh I would perilh in the means of grace. 
Accordingly, in the afternoon I fet out by my- 
felf for church, a mile diftant from the town 
(for folitude was all my -comfort). I had not 
v'alkedTar before it was ftrongly fuggelled to my 
mind, “ Jefus Chrill died for the vilell finner.” 
1 immediately replied, “ Then I am the wretch 
for whom he died !” In that moment it feemed 
^o me as though a new creati<m had taken place. 
I felt no guilt, no diftrefs of any kind. My foul 

was 
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was filled with light and love. I could no more 
doubt of my acceptance with God through Chrift, 
than I could of my own exiftence. In this ftate 
1 continued near two years, and am firmly per- 
fuaded might have ftill continued in it, but for 
my own unfaithfulnefs. 

1 was now convinced it was my duty to do all 
I could for God *, and, accordingly reproved fin 
wherever I faw it, without regarding the cha- 
racter or ftation of the perfon ; and wherever 
I found a difpofition to receive it, added a w^ord 
of exhortation. 

Some years after, my friends thought L might 
be more uleful, if I Vv'as to exhort in the Society >: 
with much reluCtance 1 made the attempt ; but 
though God blell'ed, in a very remarkable man- 
ner, my feeble efforts, I wa« with difficulty per- 
fuaded to continue it. 

When you, Sir, vifited us in 1751, you per- 
fuaded me to enlarge my fphere, and appointed 
me to vifit feveral focieties : I accordingly com- 
plied, but dill w'ith unwillingnefs. In your next 
vifit to Cornwall, you thought I was not fo ufe- 
fui as 1 might be, and propofcd my taking a cir- 
cuit. This I could by no means think of. I 
looked on myfelf as an occafional helper, having 
a good deal of time on my hands : and if a 
Preacher was ill, or unable to keep his circuit, 

. 1 thought it my indifpenfable duty to fill liis place. 

' But tliough 1 knew 1 w^as called to this, I could 
not fee that I ffiould go farther, on account of 
the fmailnefs of both my gifts and grace. 

In the year 1753, propofed my going to 
Kingfw'ood fchool, and accordingly having fettled 
the terms, 1 let out for Brlilol, in. April '1754; 
but to my great difappointment 1 found the fchool 

full, 
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full, and a letter from you, defiring me to come 
immediately to London. This, together with 
your brother’s telling me, that if I returned back 
to my bufinefs, he fliould not w'onder if 1 turned 
back into the world, determined me to comply 
with your defire. At the Conference in London, 
the 4 th of May, 1754, I was appointed for the 
Manchefter circuit, which then took in Chefhire, 
Lancafliire, Derbyftiire, Stafford (hire, and part 
of -Yorkfhire. .Here God fo bled my mean hi- 
bours, that I was fully convinced he had called 
me to preach his gofpel. Mean time my hard- 
fhips w^ere great. I had many difficulties to 
llruggle with. In fome places the work w^as to 
begin ; and in mod places, being in its infancy, 
we had hardly the neceflaries of life : fo that 
after preaching three or four times a day, and 
riding thirty or forty miles, I have often been 
thankful for a little clean draw, with a canvafs 
(beet to lie on. Very frequently we had alfo 
violent oppofitions. At Warrington I was druck 
fo violently with- a brick on the bread, that the 
blood gufhed out through my mouth, nofe, and 
ears. At Grampound 1 was preffed for a foldier, 
kept under a drong guard for feveral days, with- 
out meat or drink, but what I was obliged 
to procure at a large expence, and threatened 
to have my feet tied under the horfe’s belly, 
while 1 was carried eight miles before the com- 
miffioners : and though I was honourably ac- 
quitted by them, yet it cod me a pretty large 
fum of money, as well as much trouble. 

For many years I was expofed to various other 
difficulties and dangers. But having obtained 
help from God, 1 continue to this day ! And, all 
thanks to him, I wiffi to live and die in his fer- 
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vice. At prefent 1 find my mind as much de- 
voted to him, as I ever did. I fee and feel the 
necefiity of a greater conformity to Chrift. May 
I never be fatisfied till I awake up after his 
likenefs ! 

Thus, dear Sir, I have given you a brief ac- 
count of my life, as far as my memory would 
aflift me. If it is ufeful to any foul, my pur- 
pofe is fully anfwered. 

PETER JACO. 

Lcndoriy 

Ocloher ^ 778 * 



A SHORT 

ACCOUNT OF HIS DEATH. 

By AIt\ Atmore, 

H e was remarkably comely in his perfon, tall 
and handfome ; he polTcfled an amiable 
natural temper. His underftanding was llrong 
and clear ; he had acquired an eminent degree of 
ufeful knowledge, which rendered him an agree- 
able companion. His talents for the work of the 
miniftry were very confiderable, and he w'as as a 
fcribe well inftru£led in the things of the king- 
dom 
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rfom of God. He was neceffitated to defift from 
the itinerant life for feveral years previous to 
his death, on account of bodily indifpofition ; 
and he died in peace at Margate, in Kent, in the 
year 1781. His body was interred in the New 
Chapel Burying Ground, City Road, London. 

The following infcription is on the itone eredled 
*0 his memory. 

In 

Memory of 

MR. PETER JACO, 

Who died, July 6th, 1781, 

Aged 52 years. 

Fi flier of men, ordain’d by Chrift alone. 
Immortal fouls he for his Saviour won •, 

With loving faith, and calmly potent zeal, 
Perform’d and fuffer’d the Redeemer’s will 4 
Stedfaft in all the ftorms of life remain’d. 

And in the good old ihip the haven gain’d. 

f 
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5 ? 0 the Rev, Mr, John Wejley, 

REV. AND DEAR 

I HAVE lonp; refijlvd your importunate ciefirs, 
that I wouki give you a ih rt accouut ot my 
experience 5 being dtfirous to conceal niy inilg- 
iiihcarit life, till 1 was no longer interefted in the 
honour or diOionour that cometh of- man. But 
your lult letter on the fubjedl, and the Rev. Mr. 
Fletcher’s opinion on the fame, have latisfied me 
that 1 “ owe it to God and his Church.” 1 fliall 
therefore humbly fubmit an extradf thereof to 
the perufal of candid people, while 1 implore the 
benediction of my God. 

1 was born in the year 1740. My parent 
were natives of Franche Comte near Switzer- 
land, and members of the church of Rome. 
i hey came to England a year or two before I 
w'as born, fo that 1 was providentially born and 
brought up in England. I w'as (with a brother 
and filler; made a me’mber of that church, and 
remained fo during the early part of my life. I 

can 
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can well remember that ferious impreffions were 
very early made upon my mind ; but 1 had no 
one to guide me. When I waa about nine years 
of age, I was fent to France for education. I 
was there boarded at a Prieft’s, who was a fchool- 
mafter. At this fchool I remained many months', 
imbibing the baneful notions of idolatry and fu- 
perftition. But as the Prieft half ftarved me, I 
never let my mother reft till fhe removed me 
back to London. Soon after I returned, I was 
fent to a I>atin fchool in Yorkftiire, and was 
boarded at a Clergyman’s, who was maftcr of 
the fchool. Having had but little knowledge of 
popery, i readily attended the Church of Eng- 
land, during the feven years that I was there* 
But as nothing was ever faid to me about religion, 
I remained in utter darknefs, and lived without 
God in the v^rld. While I w^as here, I once 
met wdth Mr. Hervey’s Meditations. I was very 
powerfully affe<Sfed, and refolved to amend my 
life. For feveral days 1 was careful not to of- 
fend my God j but the imprefllon was fobn ef- 
faced. 

At feventeen years of age I returned, to Lon- 
don, and after fpending a year or two at an Aca- 
demy, was foon after, through the intereft of a 
nobleman, got into a public office under the go- 
vernment. I was appointed a clerk at Portf- 
mouth, where God was pleafed to feftrain me in 
a wonderful manner, amidft innumerable- temp- 
tations. After I had been in office near three 
years, I was appointed to attend the army in Por- 
tugal, laft war,' as a clerk of the ftores, &c. I 
found in myfelf a fear when I went to fea, left 
the ftiip fliouid be loft and my poor foul periffi. 
1 had tlie fan^e fear of being killed in an engage- 
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liient when I landed, and of my foul becoming 
a prey to the worm that never dies. While I 
was at Lifbon, I frequently vifited their churches, 
faw their idolatry and fuperltition, and rejoiced 
that I had efcaped the mother of harlots. 

Soon after I returned to England, I met with 
a fore trial which made me think of, and feek 
after God. But being amongft my gay compa- 
nions, this, and fome temptations that now were 
thrown in my way, quite overturned my refolu- 
tion, and I became as vain and finful as ever. 
However, 1 purpofed, that if God ftiould pleafe 
to remove me where I was unknown, 1 would 
then give myfelf up to him. The defire of the 
unrighteous was granted *, for the merciful God 
was pleafed to make way for my removal in two 
or three months. 1 was then fent to the King’s 

Magazines at P 1, where I was an entire 

(Iranger. In this place there was a gentlewo- 
man whofe hufband was in the king’s fervice. 
She had been a member of the Methodift So- 
ciety for fome years, and was the only one in 
that neighbourhood. She invited me to her houfe 
one d.'y, and fpoke fomething on ferious fub- 
je(Tls. 1 threw in my mite, which made an im- 
prdhon on her mind in my favour. She now 
frequently invited me to her houfe, and led me 
out of the paths of error and mifery, to the 
fountain of life and love. She put feveral books 
into my hands which were made very ufeful to 
me. In a few' weeks, painful convidions began 
to fallen upon my mind, and 1 fincerely drove 
to forfake all fin, and make a facrifice of my ac- 
cullomcd amufements. Fear prompted me to 
pray, fometimes with, and foinetimes without 
a book. Her converfation rouzed me : and I 

• began 
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began in good earneft to feek after God. But 
being in danger of refting on my form of godli^ 
nefs, ihe, with fome difficulty, beat me out of 
all my retreats, and convinced me that nothing 
would avail without faith, and that falvation was 
the free, unmerited gift of God, through the 
redemption that is in Jefus. The books that I 
read bore the fame teftimony, which at length 
threw me into felf-defpair. Prayer became a 
burden, and I knew not what to do. At length 
I refolved to write to you. Sir, and in an anony- 
mous letter unbofomed my heart, and fought 
your advice. Your letter I beg leave here to 
trapferibe for the benefit of fuch as may be iu 
the like ftate with me. 

Ijondon, Jan. 31, 1764.. 

“ Dear Brother, 

« It is certainly right, with all poffible care 
to abftain from the outward occafions of evil ; 
but this profits only a little : the inward change 
is the one thing needful for you. You muft be 
born again, or you will never gain an uniform 
and lading liberty. Your whole foul is dif- 
eafed, or rather dead, dead to God, dead in fin. 
Awake then and arife from the dead 5 and Chrift 
fliall give thee light. To feek for a particular 
deliverance from one fin only, is mere loft la- 
bour. If it could be attained, it would be little 
worth •, for another would arife in its place : 
but indeed it cannot, before there is a general 
deliverance from the guilt and power of all fin. 
Th'S is the thing which you want, and which 
you ffiouid be continually feeking for. You want 
to be jullified freely from all things, through the 
redemption which is in Jefus. It might be of 

uXe 
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ufe if you were to read over the fir ft volume of 
Sermons, fericufly and with prayer. Indeed no- 
thing will avail without prayer. Pray, whether you 
can or no ; when you are cheerful, w'hen you are 
heavy pray : with many or few words, or none 
at all ; you will furely find an anfwer of peace. 
And w'hy not now ? lam, &c. J. W.” 

This letter proved a bJefiing unto me indeed. 
I now gave up myfelf to God, and refolved to 
feek the general deliverance that I wanted. A 
fev/ weeks after this, I was much encouraged by 
a child of feven years old, who came to drink tea 
with me. I called her once, “ My little angel.” 
The girl replied, “ O, I dreamed laft night that 
you \\ere made an angel, and me too, and that 
you flew up to the Ikies, and that 1 followed you 
calling upon you to ftop, but you would not, but 
flew up till you got to heaven.” 

About this time my fcepticifm appeared. I 
was tempted to queftion the being of a God ; 
whether he could hear my prayers, efpeciaily as 
there might be many praying at the fame time. 
I doubted of the divinity of the Scriptures, and 
the purity of the Lord Jefus Chrift, being born 
of a woman. My prayers now were very dry 
and formal. 1 quarrelled with all the books I 
read, as they appeared dark and myfterious : the 
Scriptures doubtful and unintelligible *, thought 
God had nothing to do with me, nor ever re- 
garded my prayers. However 1 continued to 
pray feveral times a-day. Satan now fet upon 
me with great power. He reprefented the many 
ftages I had to go through before 1 got to heaven : 
I. Deeper convidlion ; 2. jultification ; and then 
through many tedious fteps to JSanctincation : 
after that, through many more to glory. He 

fuggefted 
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fuggefted'to me, That I had better poftpone the 
work, till by marriage, 1 had acquired a fortune, 
and then 1 might retire, and wholly give myfelf 
up to God. 

I had alfo grievous affaults from fear and 
(hame, and felt at times my heart as hard as 
adamant. Yet I had now and then wonderful 
tokens of the divine goodnefs, and have rifen 
up in the middle of the night to pray and praife 
the Lord. One day I uttered my foul in thefe 
words,> “ This afternoon I found the river of joy 
fwelling in my breaft, through the influence of 
the fweet, heavenly Ihower: and the Son of 
Righteoufnefs arofe upon me, and gave a warmth 
to my heart, and, called forth the enlivened feeds 
of gratitude.” 

About this time I had a remarkable dream. I 
thought that I was in a very large houfe, which 
was then building at the place where I lived. I 
thought 1 went up flairs into the garret, where 
I faw the devil in bed. I went up to his bed’s 
feet, got hold of his clothes and ftript him naked. 
This enraged him fo, that I thought he got up 
and purfued me. In my flight I met my Re- 
deemer, v;ho told me, “if he touches thee, he 
will have thee.” I replied, Lord, how it is pof- 
fible that I fhould efcape touching him ? I 
thought he made figns to me to get Ixhind him, 
and lay hold of the- hem of his garment, by 
which 1 efcaped the grand adverfary. I knew 
not the purport of my dream till I was about to. 
Itrip the devil of his fubjecls. 

I generally found that the drawings of the Fa- 
ther were followed with painful difcoveries of 
my evil nature. My heart now appeared to me 
like the Lthiopian’s ikin, and I had no eafe jn 

my 
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my bones by reafon of my fin. I faid in my 
hafte, ail comforters are liars, and 1 was forely 
tempted to give all up. In the agony of my 
foul I one day fwore that I would give up reli- 
gion. I was fo ftung with remorfc for what I 
had done, that I raved like a madman, bit my- 
felf and became fit only to dwell among the 
tombs. Who but thofe who have felt the like, 
can conceive the horrors of my foul ? I fell on 
my face, but durfb not lie there, expecting to 
be hurried into everlafting burnings. The fun, 
and the light were a pain to me. The condemn- 
ed hole in Newgate would have bell fuited the 
gloomy horrors of niy foul. I charged my God 
moll foolifhly, and uttered exprellions only be- 
fitting the mouth of a devil. After this I wen®, 
upon a vifit to London, and being at Mr. Wind- 
for’s, Mr. Mark Davis came there to drink tea. I 
accompanied him to Wapping, where he preach- 
ed, and found the word made a bleifing to my 
foul. This was the firll time of niy hearing a 
Methodill Preacher. 

After this, the trials and temptations that I En- 
dured were fo various,, that I cannot. Sir, con- 
fident with your plan, recount them, and there- 
fore mull; pafs to che eve of my deliverance. 

The enemy of fouls had for fome weeks ftirred 
up the huiband of my mother in the gofpel, who 
was determined that I fhould not be permitted 
to fee her. To efFecl this, he both fecrctly, and 
openly defamed inC; and made me out fuch a 
monller, that I became uiiivcrfaily defpifed by the 
gentlemen in the othce, and the country rcund 
about. On the third of May, things were come 
to the height. I had the fcvcr4;!l trial that I ever 
felt. But an invifible hand fupported me and 
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enabled me to bear the indignation of man. I 
went into my room, with a variety of fuggef- - 
tions to put an end to my life ; but by the grace >* 
of God 1 was preferved. I prayed vvith great 
violence, till nature was exhaulted ; I then ftript 
off my coat and wreftled upon the floor in great 
agony. In this pofture I continued all the night, 
groaning to be delivered, and in the greateft tor- 
ment. In the morning nature failed, and I was 
fo ill that I was obliged to go to bed. But alas ! 

I could not reft ! I got upon my knees again 
and began crying to God for mercy. I had fuch 
a.fenfe of the wrath of God due to my fins, that 
I expe£ted the pit to open its mouth and fwallow 
me up quick. While I was prayirrg, fuddenly 
1 was wrapt up the vifions of the Almighty. I faw 
the holy God with vengeance in his countenance, 
and thunder in his hand. He feemed determined 
to deal the vindictive blov/. At the fame time I 
faw the great Prieft of God, ftanding in his 
feamlefs garment, interceding for me. For a 
time, the Almighty feemed inexorable. At la ft 
he looked with a placid fmile upon his Son, and 
then upon the malefa6tor, and it feemed as 
though he had faid. 

My Son is in my fervant’s prayer, 

And Jefus forces me to fpare. 

' My burthen was gone, and my foul became calm 
«nd ferene, and I laid me down in peace and 
took my reft. This fight I had for feveral days, 
and yet I knew not clearly the purport of it for 
fome months, not having an interpreter with me, 
one among a thoufand. 

After I had a little breathing time, my foul 
was tried to the very uttermoft* A dangerous 

plot 



.V 



/ 



312 EXPERIENCE OP 

plot was laid for me by the implacable hulband 
of my friend *, but God wobderfully delivered 
me. The fins alfo that I had been guilty of be- 
fore my converfion were brought to my view. A 
light from hell gleamed upon me ! Defpair feized 
me, and I had not a (hadow of hope. My body 
was fo chaftifed at the fame time, that I had well 
nigh loft my fenfes. O how my foul mourned 
and prayed ! Notwithftanding all this weight of 
affli<Aion, I began now to warn and woo the 
finners that came in my way, to flee from the 
WTath to come. I felt a very earned defire for 
the falvatidn of all mankind, and could not help 
throwing in my mite for this purpofe. 

About this time my relations began to be very 
uneafy about me. They thought that all the 
hope of my gain would be gone, and 1 fhould 
lofe the favour of my noble patron, which would 
entirely prevent my promotion. In anfwer to 
this, the reply of my foul was, “ Come l^ord 
Jefus, and then adieu to friends, the world and 
all its delufions."’’ The lofs of thefe was nothing 
to me, while a fight of my evil nature abforbed 
rny fpirits, and reduced me to the very depths 
of mifery. O how bitterly did I lament the 
force of my pafiions from day to day ! in what 
agonies did I bewail my nativity, and how often 
have I curfed the hour that gave me to the light ? 
I have over and over gnaftied my teeth, and 
could have tore myfelf to pieces. The fear of 
inftant damnation prevented me from giving ut- 
terance to the Jiorrible blafphemies, that pafied 
through my mind. Pride haunted me like a (ha- 
dow^ 1 have been frequently upon the point of 
curfing my God and all around me. 
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' O what a loathfome hypocrite 

Am I ? a child of wrath and fin. 

An heir of hell, a Ion of night, 

An outward faint, a fi:rid within ; 

A painted tomb ! a whited wall ! 

A worm ! a finner ftript of all ! 

It was about this time that predeftination prc- 
fented its Mcdufa’s head to my mind, and the 
old murderer at times perfuaded me that God 
had ordained me, in free wrath, to the worm 
that never dies, and to the fire that is never 
fjuenched. This fiiggeftion has often thrilled 
tlirough my foul with liorror. When I have 
been in the extremity of fufFering from felf and 
fatal!, I have had this thought ftrongly fuggefted, 

I “ That 1 was fo tried more than many others, 

becaufe God intended me to preach the gofpel, 
that by the experience of temptations, I might 
know how to fuccour others.” In fpite of all my 
fulFerings, I continued in much prayer. Indeed 
mod of my time was fpent in this exercife, as I 
had very little bufincfs in the Office. Sometimes 
I have had great power in prayer, and my foul 
has been raifed into an extafy ; but like Samuel, 
I knew not the voice of the I.ord. One niglit 
1 dreamed twice that God had pardoned my fins. 
In the firft dream, I thought 1 told a friend that 
the I^ord had forgiven me my fins, and that the 
witiiefs of the Spirit came into my foul like the 
ruffiing of mighty waters.” 1 then awoke, 
and prayed to God that if he had forgiven me. 
He would then give me the affixrance of it. I 
dreamed the fame again, but thought then that 
the witnels came as a ruffiing, mighty wind.” 
Notwithftanding this, I kept praying, 

T e 
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Send forth the witnefs of tliy Son, P 

O God, into my panting heart : k 

That governed by thy blood alone, K 

From thee 1 never may depart ; E 

But following my celeftial Guide, H 

Be number'd with the glorified. 

One day being in an agony of grief and temp- 
tation, I fell on my knees, but could not pray. 

I then came to a refolution to give up all. I faitl 
in a deluge of tears, “ Lord I do not wonder at 
mv wicked thoughts and defires, for how lliould 
it "be otherwife ? Can clean water flow from a 
foul fpring, or good fruit grow upon a bad tree 
Lord let me now fall into thy hands, do with me 
as feemeth thee good. I have given up all, and 
niuil quit the field. I fee I can do nothing till 
thou haft changed my nature.” Scarce had I 
pronounced thefe words, but I found fomething 
inwardly concurring with my refolution, and 
faying, “ M^hy, that is the thing thou fliouldeft 
do.” I was fuddenly comforted, i now faw 
that God permitted me thus to fuifer in order to 
divorce me from the 4aw, and to bring me to 
Chrift. I walked in fweet freedom and was hap- 
py, having as it were fliook off my chains. I 
leaned upon Jefus and was truly fupported. He 
was my wifdom and righteoufnefs, and I could 
praife my God with joyful lips. But O ! how 
fliort-lived was my liberty ! The next day I was 
reduced to the utmoft mifery. ^ Hell rofe up 
again ft me. I felt hatred to God and longed 
to curfe him. 1 gnafiied my teeth, ftampt round 
tlie room like a Demoniac, and wanted only fire 
to complete my hell. This feene was introduced 
by the tempter. He fuggefted to my timorous 

heart. 
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heart, “ Aye, thou art now become quite light 
I and trlding, inftead of mourning for tliy fins/^ 

I believed him and fell into bondage. Under 
■; my fufFerings I ftill endeavoured to win fouls for 

I God. I met and prayed with four or five per- 

^ - Tons once a week, and read to them, and occa- 

fionally fpoke to thofe that came in my way. 

About the beginning of September 1 was 
taken by a friend to Mifs March’s. A few fele£t 
friends were met together, to whom I freely im- 
bofomed myfclf. They greatly comforted me, . 
when they told me that it was clear to them tliat 
God had forgiven me all my fins. 1 think when 
they went to prayer, God gave me the witnefs of 
his Spirit, and I could truly praife him. About 
this time I was feized with a long and dangerous 
intermitting fever, but my temptations were then 
fufpended. I had a longing defire to depart, 
that I might be with Chrift, for I had no doubt 
but that I fhould fee and enjoy my God for ever. 
But in the midft of my confolations, I had many 
hours of long interruption by temptations. Once, 
for near eight hours together, I had fuch horri- 
ble views of the manfions of eternal mifery, that ^ 
the fweat ran down me, like tears. But I was 
heard in that which I feared, and the Lord, one 
day, in the mldil of my fufFerings, applied thefe 
words, “ I will do thee good in thy latter days.” 

1 believed although I knew not the import of the 
words. I concluded this firft year with feme 
days of fun-fhmc ; a fweet promife was applied 
to me, and I was enabled to receive it. 1 felt 
my bofom glo^v with love, and was overwhelmed 
with a .enle of his abundant goodnefs. — Here 
ends a fmall part of my experience in the year 
1764. 
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In the beginning of the fecond year of my 
pilgrimage, the language of my foul was, “ I 
iind my evil nature thruit fore at me. O God, 
if thou art not on my fide, I fliall be ruined. O 
Lord, arife and fight for me : for Chrift’s fake 
deliver me. "What avails it Lord that thou halt 
pardoned me, if thou doft not alfo give me the 
mind that was in Chrill Jefus? O come, Lord, 
and fix thy throne in my heart, and rule in me 
without controul. Bring me to the perfect day, 
when 1 ihall love thee with all my heart and 
foul, and all I do be a holy and acceptable facri- 
f»ce to thee, through Jefus Chrift my great High 
IVielL It feemed to me at times that the Lord 
wanted to keep me in clofe communion with 
himfelf, and to fequeller me from every thing 
worldly: and indeed the language of my foul 

ad, 

Thy only love do I require, 

Nothing on earth beneath defire. 

Nothing in heaven above : 

Let earth and heaven and all things go. 

Give me thr only love to know. 

Give me thy only love. 

In March I received the abiding witnefs of the 
Spirit, and was truly happy. In a deluge ofy*dc- 
‘light, 1 gratefully acknowledged- the goodnefs of 
my God. But this only prepared me for deeper 
discoveries of my evil nature, and forer conflifts. 
A M hile ago the battles of the warrior were as a 
confufed noife j but thefe as with garments rolled 
in blood. My confolations were of fhort dura- 
tion, and as it were, given me like cordials to 
men under the furgeon’s knife, to prevent my 

fainting. 
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fainting. I have had fuch horrid blafphemies 
inje<Sted, that I have been forced to put my 
handkerchief in my mouth to prevent my bring- 
ing forth monftrous births. At times I have 
raved, bit and tore myfelf like a madman, and 
have cried out. Lord I cannot drink this bitter 
cup ; O remove it from me. 1 have been near 
to ciirfe my God, religion and my natal day. 
Sometimes I have, in the moft moving, piercing, 
lamentable cries, called the Redeemer to my 
help. My arms and heart were open to embrace, 
and welcome the Defire of nations, and in the 
extremity of grief, I have rolled, and twined like 
a worm upon the fioor. 

During this year I generally arofe between four 
and five in the morning. My hours of prayerwere 
five, feven, nine i and one, fix, nine; befides 
fliort prayers bctw'een, and the reft of the day 
w'as moftly fpent in reading and Tinging. Twice 
a week I obferved as folemn fafts, as alfo fome 
particular days. Sometimes I extended my fafts 
to near fix in tlie evening, by which I nearly 
ruined my conftitiition. 

I frequently fufFered much in my mind, 
through coldnefs, drynefs and heavinefs in my 
devotion, although the very language of my 
heart was, " 

Father I long my foul to raife. 

And dwell for ever on thy praife: 

I'hy praife w ith glorious joy to tell. 

In extaCes unfpeakable : 

While the full power of fulih I know, 

And reign triumphant here below. 

Now and then I had very precious feafons in 
prayer j it was after one of thefe .that I faid, 
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“ This morning I had a very clofe conference 
with my God. The Lord gave me whatever I 
alked. O what fweet communion I had with 
my God ! With what rapture did I anticipate 
death ! And who would not, with fuch a hope 
full of immortality ?” At another time, “ At 
nine o'clock-prayer, Jefus did fweetly reveal 
himfelf unto me. His garments fmelled of 
myrrh, aloes and caffia, and I could truly re- 
joice in him.” — Meantime I had many fears of 
falling away, and dreaded being expofed to com- 
pany, left 1 fhould, through ftiame, omit re- 
proving them. Thefe fears followed me more 
or lefs through the year, and made me pour out 
ftrong cries and tears unto God. However, in 
the general, I took up my crofs, and endeavoured 
not to fuffer fin upon my brother, and with fome 
good effe'ft. I alfo read a fermon once a week to 
about nine perfons, and met them as a Clafs, when 

Mrs. E could not come ; and fometimes I 

had fweet refrefliments in this work, though it 
was often a great trial to me. 

Towards the latter end of this year, William 
Darney, a Preacher, drank tea with me one af- 
ternoon in London. He well nigh ruined my 
foul. I unbofomed my heart to him, and told 
him the earneft wreftlings of my foul for fanc- 
tification. To my great furpiife and difcourage- 
nient, he told me that there was no fuch a thing 
as being faved from fin, on this fide a death-bed. 
1 was thunder-ftruck ! I replied, “ Sir, I had 
rather have given a thoufand pounds, than you 
fhould have told me this. What ! am I to w'ait 
till death comes, to fandfify the ele£t people of 
God, and frees the foul from the works of 
the devil ? 

Hej 
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Hei mihi ! quanto de fpe decidi ! 

My foul was thrown into the greateft diftrefs. 
I thought I never could continue the war againft 
flefliy lulls all my life, efpecially the fin that 
did lb powerfully befet me. But he gave 
me this ihort recipe, Marry ; and I think the 
next night brought me three or four damfels, 
1 fuppofe to choofe a wife from among them * 
I was all this evening in a deplorable ftate 1 My 
heart was broke, and \ was refolved to give all 
up. I went to bed with a broken heart. 

In the morning 1 awoke,* perfe£lly alTured of 
my Redeemer’s love, and 1 cried out. Lord, 
thou knoweft all things, thou knoweft that I love 
thee. Yet, when I rofe a little before four, I 
was varioully allaulted. I bitterly lamented my 
coming to London. I had nothing of this, when 
in my obfeure corner ; I communed alone wdth 
my God. O Lord, thou haft hitherto taught 
and wrought alone with me. Preferve and love 
me to the end. 

A day or two after this w^atchman fmote me, 
and took away my vail, you. Sir, came to Lon- 
don for the winter months. I went that evening 
to the Foundry, and heard you adapt a difeourfe 
to my lituation from thefe words, Pfalm Ixxxi. 
lo. “Open thy mouth wide and I will fill it.” This 
difeourfe was like oil to my wheels, and refeued 
my foul from the deftroyers. I was now fet on 
my legs again, and the Lord caufed the bones 
that were broken to rejoice. A few" days after, 
it was fhewn me that the Lord was fitting upon 
me as a refiner’s fire. My foul was often in an 
agony of prayer, and drowned in tears with hor- 
rible cries and exclamations : I was as it were 

the 
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the fport of devils.. However I had hung out 
the bloody flag, and was determined by the 
grace and power of Jefus, either to conquer 
or die. 

I have now given a very fmall extract from 
the account of my trials and temptations during 
the year 1765. I trufl; it will be ufeful to feme 
precious fouls, and illuflrate the aflonifliing mer- 
cy, love, patience, power and faithfulnefs of my 
God, whom I do now adore, praife and love, 
and on my bended knees make an oflering of it 
to his favour and patronage Blefs the Lord, O 
my foul, and all tliat is within me -praife his holy 
name. 

Jan. I, 1766. This day I wrote down my 
flate as follows. “ I find an abidin^r fenfe of 
God’s love to me for Chrift’s fake, and believe 
every moment that all my fins ar-e blotted out. I 
flill feel pride, a defire of creature love and ef- 
teem, and much wanderings of heart ; all which 
I earneftly defire to be faved from. My conliant 
prayer, and earnefl; expeftation is to be perfected 
in love. I believe that the Lord will make me a 
clean heart, and rene>.v a right fpirit within me* 
I believe that I fhall foon love the Lord with all 
my foul. I expect the blcffing every time 1 bow 
my knee to God. In fine, it is my defire to con- 
fecrate myfelf wholly to God. 1 regard not 
riches, honours, preferments, or any thing elfe 
that the world efteems. Jefus Chrilt is the fum 
total of all my defires. I feel it cleaves to all 
my thoughts, words and works, and it is my 
mifery. I pray and cry till my ftrength fails me. 
Never fure did poor foul long more to love thee, 
and pleafe thee, O my God : and yet fuch is 
my nature that I fail in every thing. O God do 

thou 
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thou cleanfe me from all my idols. Let there be 
no ftrange god in me. Save me from pride, and 
a filthy, unbelieving, heart. Lord, haft thou 
brought me through two years almoft continued 
agony of foul, to caft me off at laft ?” O how 
bitterly did 1 lament the complicated fin of my 
heart, and deprecate the demerits of my v'hole 
life. My w'holc employment from morning to 
night was agonizing prayer, fteeped in tears, till 
exhaufted nature could bear no more, and my 
body could not obey the volitions of my foul. 
I frequently j'oined falling or abftinence to my 
prayers and cries, and offered violence to the 
throne of mercy. 

One day whilft I was at prayer, the Lord ap- 
plied thefe words with power, “ The Egyptians 
-is^^thou haft feen this day, thou fhalt fee them no 
more h r ever.” Sometime after this, while I 
was upon my knees, in one of the invifible flights 
' of my foul, a mefl'enger of love affured me that 
neither life nor death, &c. fliould be able to fe- 
parate me from the love of God. I talked with 
my Maker face to face, and was hereby ftrength- 
^ ened for more grievous temptations. Indeed, be- 
fore, this 1 had moll dreadful encounters with the 
powers of darkhefs, which 1 wrote down in thefe 
words ; “ At one and fix o’clock prayer, I fuf- 
fered violently from the enemy ! O what agony 
my foul was in. It was the hour and power of 
darknefs. Lord, thou waft faithful and good, 
and didft not leave me to the lull of my im- 
placable enemy.” Above an hour w^as I engaged. 
Language is too faint to exprefs or impart an 
- idea of what I fuffered. 

About this time 1 fell into the hands of thofe 
croakers who fay, « Believe God has done it, 

and 
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and it is done.” My poor diilempercd foul dranx 
in this potion, and dire£Hy, when 1 v ent upon 
nay knees told God, ! believed he ha<l done the 
work, and thanked him for it. But foon after, 
linding it otherwife, I charged God with un- 
faithfulnefs, and this made w'ay for fome drcad- 
fitl blafphemles and mod: grievous fufFering. But 
Providence threw my refpe<5l:cd friend, Mr. Ro- 
bert Windfor into my way? who, by the grace 
of God, delivered me from this fiiare of the 
fowler. 

On the 2 uth of January, the Lord handed me 
the bitter cup. My foul was in dreadful agonies. 
I cried out. Lord, now let me drink the laft drop, 
the very dregs. I cried and drained till 1 wa» 
ready to burd. 



Yea, Lord, with deeped lhame I own. 

My wearincfs of all thy ways ; 

My hade to throw the burden down. 

Nor bear the hidings of thy face ; 

Nor wait rill thou create me new, 

And give the crown to conqued due. 

Lord, haft thou chofen for me various fuffer- 
ings ? Through fufferings then let me go. Lead 
on, my Captain, Conqueror and King. 



Me and my brethren in diftrefs. 
Patient within thy kingdom keep ; 
Sure all thy fulnefs to poffefs, 

Our harvcft in the end to reap ; 
Thy fpo tlefs nature to retrieve, 

And gioriou* in thine image live. 



About 
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About the latter end of April, I entered 
a hotter furnace than ever. My deareft relation 
defired to fhake me ofF: all my acquaintances 
v/ere fet againll me, and my fpiritual family in 
a poor, dry Hate. A violent fever feized my 
body, and fore temptation aflailed my foul. One 
day 1 feemed near death, and faw nothing but a 
dark valley before me, through which I m.uft 
pafs. A horrible dread overwdielmed my foul, 
and the pains of hell gat hold upon me. In the 
midft of thefe fuiferings, I felt no fliadow of 
murmuring : nothing but love, patience and re- 
fignation. This is but a fmall part of my in- 
ward fufferings, but enough perhaps to encou- 
rage fome who may be under fpiritual martyr- 
dom. NotwithHanding all my trials, I continued 
to meet a few friends w'eekly, and read fermons 
to them, and met them as a Clafs. I reproved 
fin wherever 1 came, diftributed pamphlets, and 
w^arned finners to -flee from the w^ath to come. 
I vifited. tlie fick ioldiers in their barracks, and 
inftrud'ted them as well as i could. I was uneafy 
in my mind, w-hen 1 lieard of any tliat w'ere Tick, 
if I did not vifit them. 1 W'^ent among the lime- 
burners, (a gracelefs people, near to where I 
lived) and fpoke to them, and gave them pam- 
phlets, and reproved the fabbath- breakers that I 
ufed to meet with in my way to church ; and in 
a word, endeavoured to lay out my whole talent 
for God’s glory and the good of fouls. The un- 
faithfulnefs of feveral vvhom I met conftantly, as 
in a Clafs, caufed me to flied many a tear. How- 
ever, feveral w^ere brought by my weak inflru- 
mentaiity to a faving knowledge of the truth ; 
and I have now the pleafure to find that the fruit 
of my tears and toil is not loft. 



Under 




Under my fufFerings, my foul has often been 
comforted by gracious anfwers to prayer. Once, 
when I was in fore trouble, the Lord faid to me, “I 
will fhew thee what great things thou mull fulFer 
for my name fake.” A little after, in an agony 
of prayer, it was whifpered to me, “ I have 
blefl'ed thee, yea, and thou flralt be bleft.” By 
thefe promifes my foul was comforted and fup- 
ported *, and indeed without them, it mult have 
fainted, as I h id but very few and fmall intervals 
between my fufFerings. 1 had greatly impaired 
iny health with fading, fo that 1 was obliged to 
diminifli this, and only ufe abftinence. I con- 
tinued in daily martyrdom for a few months 
more, earneflly labouring to mortify the deeds of 
tlie body, and to perfect holinefs in the fear of 
God. My foul was on the ftretch for a full de- 
liverance from all the carnal mind ; at times 
ready to believe that God had done the work, 
but had not fuiTicient proof to fupport my faith 
till the latter end of Aiiguft. On the twentieth, 
I had a notion that the Lord was taking away all 
niy fin. On the twenty-ninth (a day of happy 
memory)! wrote down the following account in 
my journal. 



Where lhall my wondering foul begin ? 

How fhall I all to heaven afpire ? 

A flave redeemed from death and fin, 

■ A brand plucked from eternal fire! 

. H<iw (hall I equal triumphs raife, 

my great Deliverer’s praife ! 

. • /r;. 

; * ' /^^ toGod my Saviour, in whom I now 

and rejoice. This being my inter- 
at twelve o’clock 1 kneeled dowm be- 
^ fore 
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fore the Lord. No focner was I upon mv knees, 
than I felt a ftrange alteration take place in mv 
heart, as in a moment, and after a blifsful paufe, 
I cried out for near five minutes, “ Glory be to 
God ! Glory be to God.’* Then I faid, Lord, 
thou haft delivered me from all fin : thou halt 
not failed of all that thou haft promifed. Glory 
be to thee, thou haft given me my defire over 
my enemies. I am fare thou haft deftroyed fin j 
I am fure thou haft ! After praifing my God for 
fome time, I requefted a text of Scripture by way 
of confirmation. I opened the Bible, and fixt 
my finger upon thefe words, “ That as fin hath 
reigned unto death, even fo might grace reign 
through righteoufnefs unto eternal life, by Jefus 
Chrift our Lord,” Rom. v. 2i. 1 fell down on 

my face, and praifed the Lord. I was loft in 
wonder, love and praife ! I felt indeed the 
« filent heaven of love.” Soon after, when I re- 
turnetl to prayer, I felt a much greater degree of 
love than before. I could not contain myfelf ; 
whilft I was praifing God, I was fo tranfported 
that ! efiayed feveral times to fly from my knees. 
I then began to blefs God for Mr. Wefley, who 
preached to us the whole gofpel. And now 
what (hall I fay ? O Lord ! great and marvel- 
lous have been thy mercies towards me. They 
are without number, glory be to thy holy name ! 
Thou, thou alone haft wrought all my w'orks in 
me. O do thou eftablilh the thing thou haft 
wrought in me, and grant that it may be found 
unto the praife and glory of thy name, at the 
appearing of thy blcfled Son, my Saviour, Jefus 
Chrift. 

And now my unbelieving brethren, what will 
you fay to thefe things ? Will you go, as other 

1' f times. 
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times, to feck for enchantments in order to over- 
throw this truth, or to explain away this glorious 
falvation ? Will you not ceafe to pervert the 
right way of the Lord, and bring an evil report - 
on the good land, the rell of grace ? ‘ Will you 
It ill blafpheme the work of the Holy Gholl, till 
God, ill his juft difplcafure, fliall condemn your 
fouls to a wildernefs ftate here, and perhaps fave 
vou but as by the Ikin of your teeth ! On the 
iirlt of September, the language of my foul was, 

“ O my Jefus ! my Chrift ! my Redeemer ! my 
•Saviour ! Thou art lovely and precious ! I glory 
in thee I I rejoice in thee ! How wonderful has 
been thy love to me ; furpafling all conception. 

0 tire many fnares that are laid for me, and yet 
my blefle<l Jefus does preferve me, and will pre- 
ferve me to the end. I am weaknefs, ignorance 
and helplellhefs itfelf, but my Jefus is ftrength, 
and w’iidom, and all things to me ! 'Lwo or 
three days after this, fatan began to aflault me. 
Impure things were fo inje£fed, that I could not 
read. I fung and prayed, and the Lord anfwer- 
ed me by Ifaiah vi. 7. “ Thine iniquity is taken 
away, and thy fin is purged.” But diredfly after, 

1 was attacked again, and God then dire<Ted me ‘ 
to thefe words, “ If ye will not believe, furely 
ye ftiall not be eftabliOied.” Ifaiah vii. 19. I 
ftood reproved, and was enabled for a few days, 
to hold faft my faith, in fpite of many tempta- 
tions and foul injections. One night I was fadly 
harrafted with dreaming of a lion purfuing me 
up and dowm. I'he next day, the lion roared 
upon me indeed ! It was a day of fore tempta- 
tion. After dinner, 1 went wdth the family into 
the parlour to prayer ; but I could fcarcc fpeak. 
Before I had done, 1 funk upon the floor, quite 

overcome. 
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overcome. 1 begged of them all to leave me, 
that 1 might wrellle it out alone. () how I was 
torn and tempted ! What torment did 1 endure, 
and yet 1 could praife God ! I was much har- 
rafled concerning vifiting the fu:k, that 1 had no 
knowledge of, nor knew how to get admittance 
to. I believe fatan drove me into extremes in 
order to weary me out. It is unkjiowii what 
erodes 1 had to take up refpecUiig this. In the 
mean time my language w'as, “ O my (^od, for- 
give me all my unfruitfulnefs, and deliver me 
from all my fear and fliame. My God, thou 
knoweft that I not only delight in thee, but the 
great defire of my foul is to bring finiiers to the 
fountain of love. 1 would give my life, that I 
might to the utmoft improve my fmall talent, and 
glorify my dear Redeemer. O my Saviour, give 
me grace, that I may wholly and fimply follow 
thee, bearing thy reproach, and let ir ever be 
my meat and drink to do thy will.” Under aii 
my ifufFerings I was enabled, for the molt part, 
to believe that I was faved from evil, and that 
God had given me a new heart. 

On the 29th of September, betng in London, 

I went to Spitalfields Chapel. After the lermon 
was over, I went to prayer before facrament, 
when the Lord did in a mofl wonderful manner 
blefs me. He poured his love fo copioufly into 
my foul that I hardly knew how to contain my- 
felf. There the glorious Lord was unto me as a 
place of broad rivers. I 'thought I mull have 
cried out, the blood of Jefus cleanfes from all 
fin. I never was fo overpowered in my life. 

IMy breath and ftrength were well nigh ex- 
haufted in praifing God. In tlie mid ft of my 
joys 1 had this feripture imprefled on my mind, 

T f 2 Thif • 
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“ Tills day thou fhalt be with me in paradife/^ 
Iiillanlly, or ever I was aware, my foul was like 
tlie chariot of Aminadab. I was tranlported to 
the third heavens, and had a moft glorious dif- 
play of that celeftial place ! O how did my foul 
exult and gafp to breathe that purer air ! I f 
longed and expected to be dilTolved, and to oe 
with Chrift. O my Cod, 1 blefs thee, for thou 
art mine, and I am thine for ever. Two or three 
days after this, I had another extatic view of the 
realms of biifs, and found a llrong aflurance of 
my Redeemer’s love. 

On the 5 th of Odfober, I wTote as follow'S : 

“ 1 he Lord poured his love into my foul this 
morning. 1 went' to church very happy. I da 
not know that I ever had the telUmony of the ( 
Spirit more clear to the forgivenefs of fin, than 
I had this morning of my being cleanfed from 
all fin. When I put the qudlion to my foul, 

Yea, hath God dellroyed fin ? I felt the Spirit 
fo ftrongly anfwer me, that 1 cannot better ex- 
prefs the fenfation, than by comparing it to what 
Elizabeth felt, when fhe heard the falutation 
of Mary, the babe leapt in her womb. In prayer, 
after dinner, I was overcome with what I felt. 

The love of God came fo powerfully upon me, 
that I could fcarcely bear under it. 1 thought I 
mud have funk down. A few' days after I faid. 

The Lord dill blefles me with an increafe of liis 
love. I fcarce ever go upon my knees but 1 have 
very bleifed and glorious difplays of his love. I 
feel no doubt, no unbelief, nor (bleifed be my 
God) any thing but pure love. My foie defire is 
after the living God, and for more of his image. 

I'Teel the prefence of the Almighty, and his 

banner 
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banner over me is love. I long to hear that 
word, Arife, my love, and come away ! 

. 0£tob^ 24. O how did the Lord reveal him- 
felf to me this day 1 He gave me the fpirit of 
prayer and fupplication. 1 recapitulated, with 
joy and thankfulnefs, the particular mercies re- 
ceived fince my converfion, and felt an inun- 
dation of love. All yeilerday I felt fweet fere- 
nity of foul, and this day has been as yefterday, 
and much more abundant. 

061:. 26. This morning, from half paft four 
till near eight, 1 fpent delightfully in prayer and 
fmging. i found my God moft remarkably pre- 
fent. I fung and prayed with tears of love, till 
my llrength was exhaufted. 

Nov. 16. I was feized with an illnefs, which 
terminated in -a Cholera Morbus. 1 looked for 
death every hour ; but O, with what tranfport 
was I filled ! My joy was unfpeakable and full 
of glory. I faw the blefied Jefus ready to re- 
ceive me. I was fick of love ! I cried out in 
thefe awful moments. The blood of Jefus Chrifl 
truly cleanfes from all fin. I felt it, giving glo- 
ry to God. All the day long, Jefus was my j’oy 
and my fong. The next day my raptures were 
increafed. The name of Jefus, or a thought of 
him, did fo agitate my body, chat I thought the 
vefiel muft break to fet the foul at large ! I cried 
out, The love of God wdll kill me ! It is too 
much. I cannot contain myfelf.^” The rap- 
tures of my foul w'ere incxprelfible, and my joy 
infupportable. My tongue was fully employed 
all day, in declaring the loving kindnefs of the 
Lord. 

Nov. 18. I w'as apprehenfive of death, and 
was truly happy. In the midit of prayer, thefe 
L f 3 words 
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words were applied to my heart, “ Gad, a troop 
ftiall overcome him, but he fhali overcome at laft.’^ 
How truly thefe words were verified the fequel 
will Ihew. I told a friend who came in, that I 
had fome trial coming on, and began preparing 
for battle. About four that afternoon I thought 
(and only thought) I felt fomething contrary to 
love. In an inllant I loft fight of God, and 
Chrift, and all confolation. 

Defpair, almoft feized me. When my friends 
were gone out of the parlour, I fell back in my 
chair, and with my arms extended, body diftort- 
ed, and eyes up-lifted, 1 blcffed my God, and 
killed that hand that feemed to be confuming me 
for my unfaithfulnefs. 1 could only adore. I 
could not blame nor accufe my God. I am 
amazed that nature could endure fo much. 

To conclude this year’s account. Although I 
endeavoured to be as ufeful as my fmall talent 
would permit, and lived a life of prayer and felf- 
denial, giving myfelf up to God, and to the 
profit of my fellow-creatures ^ yet fatan was con- 
tinually driving me on into things beyond my 
meafure, and hilTing into my ears that I was 

an unprofitable fervant.” Not difeerning the 
agency of fatan, this, together with an ague 
and fever, my body was aflli^fed with, caufed 
me fore diftrefs, as will appear in the fubfequent 
account. 

January i, 17^7> I wrote as follows. I have 
no doubt but that the Lord did -deliver me from 
all fin, but whether it is \fo now or not 1 cannot 
tell. I cannot fay that I find any murmuring or 
impatience. 1 am content to fulFer, fo that I 
may be prefented blamelefs, at the coming of the 
Lord Jefus. I hate all praife, feeling that I am 

vile. 
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vile, ignorant, and helplefs : yea a dead dog ! 
O my God ! fliine upon the work that thou haft 
wrought, that I may know the things that are 
freely given me of God. Make me a pillar in 
thy temple that I may go out no more. 

Feb. 1 8 . This day that text, “ Gad, a troop 
ftiall overcome him,” was explained to me more 
clearly and fully than ever. I have, for fome 
months paft, run the gantlet, and have had a 
temptation to moft of thofe fins that formerly 
dwelt in my heart. I was violently befet by the 
fear of man, lhame of my Mafter’s crofs, and 
fears of not holding out. The horrible decree 
founded in my ears, “ Thy deftiny is damnati- 
on.” Sloth, envy, jealoufy, pride, anger, and 
love of the creatures, I had temptations to all 
thefe : and yet under all, 1 faw God always to 
be love, and I alfo loved him. 

Thefe make up but a fmall part of my fore 
temptations during this year. But befides thefe, 
it was given me to fuffer by outward perfecution 
alfo, as the fequel will (hew. On the 1 2th of 

March, I went to R ni (a place near four 

miles from where I lived) to hear a Preacher that 
was invited down by a gentleman of the place, 
to preach at his houfe. Soon after the Preacher 
began, the father-in-law of the gentleman came 
in, with two more perfecutors. He was a great, 
tall man, and armed with a large whip, and 
primed wUb- drink. Having alked the Preacher 
a few queftions, he was proceeding to violence, 
but Mr. G — — k made his efcape into an inner 
chamber. He then violently attacked me, and 
thruft me out of the room. I retired then into 
the kitchen, and was praying by the fire-fide, 
expelling, that 1 had had my portion. Soon 

after 
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after he came in, and flew upon me, and fwore 
he w'ould broil me, and immediately fefzed me" 
by the bread:, and thrufl my back, againd the bars 
abufing me mod horribly; He then took me up, 
and was going to lay me upon the fire, but was 
prevented by the other two, who were afraid 
that he might go too far in his rage. He then 
dragged me to the door and threw me into the 
hands of a large mob, who cried out, “ Tear 
him to pieces I tear him to pieces ! this is the 
Clerk.” With that they all furrounded me, and 
beg an to pull feveral ways. The fird puli tore my 
fliirt nearly from top to bottom. Some pulled me 
by the hair, fome by my cravat, and were aboutr 
to throw me off the coal-warf, (which was within 
a few yards) into the river. The tide was down, 
fo that had they flung me in, I Ihouhl in all pro 
bability, have been fmothered in the mud. £x- 
pe6fing to be tore, or trod in pieces, every mo- 
ment, 1 cried out, “ Will you murder me 
Immediately God fent the ringleader of the mol>, 
to tear me out of their hands. He then bade 
me begone home, and uttered abufive language, 
A perfon prefent that favoured me, undertook 
to efcort me fafe from the mob, but meeting the 
minider and his wife in the town, he left me, 
fearing to give offence. The minider ufed me, 
only not fo bad as the great perfecutor. I an- 
fwered him with a few mild words, and went on 
my way. I had near four miles to go in the 
dark, but the Lord brought me fafely home, 
thanks be to his holy name for the great de- 
liverance. 

.Sometime after this, I had another indance of 
the guardian care of my gracious Lord. I was 
returning from London in a Gravefend veffel, 

where 
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where wxre fome gentlemen and ladies, and 
others. One of the gentlemen fwore like a 
trooper. 1 lovingly reproved him. 1 his made 
him exceeding mad, and he called me many 
names. I fpoke to them all in great love, plain- 
nefs and earneftnefs, fparing neither rank nor 
fex. One gentleman fpoke very big words, but 
he could then go no farther. Sometime after, 
we were (landing upon the deck, and looking to- 
wards the (liore, which was fome didance from 
the velTel, the river being there about a mile over 
at high water. Whild I was danding there, the 
boom of the (hip turned over to the fide I w'as 
danding on, and no one giving me timely notice, 
I was knocked overboard, and plunged over head 
with my great coat and gloves on. They never 
offered to help, or threw out any thing for me to 
lay hold on, but did me the kindnefs to cry cut to 
a man on diore, to get his boat out and come to 
me. As 1 was nothing of a fwimmer, it was a 
wonder that I was not drowned. My great coat 
providentially fwam on the water, and kept me 
from finking till the waterman got to me and 
faved me. 1 believe a quarter of a minute more, 
had landed me on Canaan’s (liore. I hc w.uer- 
man then rowed after the veflel for my things, 
and the (hip’s company then gathered about me, 
expre(Ting their amazement at my deliverance *, 
and could not help owming the adorable hand of 
my gracious Redeemer. 

I was rowed afliore and put into a w'arm bed, 
and was as well as ever very foon. O my God, 
thou had brought me through ftrey and nvatet\ 
and yet my life is fpared. O that I may glorify 
thee therewith. Indeed I have experimentally 
known the truth of that (cripture, « All that 
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will live godly in Chrilt Jefiis, fliall fiiffer perle- 
cutlon.” I have made it my one endeavour to do 
good both to the louls and bodies of my fellow'- 
creatures ; yet am I the fcorn, derilron and re- 
proach of all ; and 1 believe many would think 
they did God lervice by murdering me. Added 
to my other trials, I fulTered much from a ner- 
vous fever, and fometimes from the ague. For 
a confidei'itble time, I could hardly fpeak or read, 
through a weaknefs in my head, and often in my 
limbs ; infonmch, that I could not be at cafe in 
any pollute. However, my God fupported me, 
and I was enabled to fay with the tame breath 
that cried out, “ Behold and fee if there be any 
forrow like unto my forrow, which is done unto 
— Righteous art thou O God in all thy deal- 
ings — I lay my foul in the dull, and dare not 
fay, what doll thou ? Tliou deaieft not with me 
as 1 deterve, but as f need. I bow my foul before 
thee, and pray that thou would ft do with me- 
w'hat feemeth thee beft.” 

On the 5th of May, being ill of a fever, my 
temptations fubfided, and the following fcripture, 
being deeply imprefted on my heart, was a great 
fupport to it, “ 1 will keep him in perfedl peace, 
whofe mind i.s flayed on me.” The Lord was 
unto me as a place of broad rivers. Flis peace 
overflowedmiy foul. The dreadfulelt reprefenta- 
tions of hell that 1 could frame in my mind couM 
not move me. 1 apprehended that I (hould dre 
that day, my fever being extreme, yet my foul 
was a heaven : I had, as it were, a view of 
paradifo. Never did I irnagine that it was polTi- 
ble for a foul at death, to be fo divefted of fear, 
and have a hope fo full of immortality. O how’’ 
full was my heart of love, peace and joy ! I 
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fcarcely felt any pain, my comforts were fo 
(trong ! At another time 1 exprefled myfelf 
nearly in thefe words ; I fee more and moi;e the 
love of my deareft Jefus. I fee him full of grace 
and truth. I have power given me to commit 
myfeif fingly to his difpofal, that his excellent 
wifdom may be my guide. Temptations are 
frequently helps to me. They keep me awake 
and ftir me up to courage, diligence and prayer. 
1 have greater communion with the world of 
fpirits than ever ; and feem, often, to have fweet 
fellowlhip with the faints in paradife. The in- 
vifible world feems very nigh, and 1 often think 
myfelf on the very borders of it. Surely now I 
talle of the powers of the world to come, and 
feaft on the tree of life, which is for the healing 
of the natieiis. O God, my foul doth praife thee ; 
for thou hall redeemed me from fin. Glory be 
' to thee for ever 1 Hallelujah ! > 

At another time I faid, 1 am this morning fully 
aflured of honour, glory, and immortality. I feel 
a kind of heaven in general, and in prayer, I have 
very wonderful difplays of the love of God. I 
hide me in the dull while 1 cry out, O God, 
thou hall wrought all thefe works in me ! 1 am 

nothing ! Chrilt is all ! No tongue can tell 
what abafement I have felt : even while writing, 
I have been obliged to prollrate myfelf on the 
floor, and water it with tears of joy. In the 
the morning I thought I that fliould die. In- 
ftantly 1 felt this fcripture applied : “ Thou flialt 
no more drink of the cup of trembling.” I be- 
lieved, and worihipped the Lord. At another 
time I cried out, O the fweet fellowfliip I have 
with the Father and the Son ! My foul has 
been a heaven for fome days. Surely a fmall 

degree 
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degr^^ beyond my prefen t experience would 
quite overcome me. 1 felt fo much, that I was 
con drained to pray to the Lord, to fummons me 
away, that I might for ever embrace my glorified 
Redeemer. 1 muft obferve, that thefe ftrong 
confolations dire£Uy followed my deliverance 
from extreme fufferings. 

I muft not omit to mention, that I had many 
anfwers to prayer in the courfe of this year ; and 
comfortable 'feriptures were applied at times to 
my fuffering heart : efpecially towards the clofe 
of my fore affli^Hons. The Lord began my de- 
liverance, with the application of this feripture in 
prayer, “ Rife up my love, my fair one, and 
come away !” 1 had then feemingly a view of 

paradife, and prayed like a man of another world, 
1 find two kinds of prayer in myfelf. One is, an 
impetuous, violent crying out for the bieflings I 
feek : there is mucli of nature in this. The 
other is, plaintive, weeping prayer, coming from 
a broken, bleeding, loving heart : there is much 
of the divine unction in this. — I never fet apart 
a day of prayer and fafting, to implore any 
mercy for myfelf, the church, or the nation, but 
I had fome gracious anfwer. 

With rtfpc<T to rny employment this year, 1 
once or tw’lcc read and prayed to a few people at 
the place where i lived : vilited all the fick that I 
could, and endeavoured to be as ufeful as poffible. 
] had many trials from the deadnefs and unfaith- 
fulnefs of the people here, and filed many tears 
on their account. One day, wT.ile 1 was be- 
moaning the deadnefs, and departure of fome of 
them, the Lord gracioully anfwered me with the 
folio ving v>ords, “ Delight thou in the Lord, 
and verily thou fiialt be fed,” 1 wrote many let- 
ters 
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tcrs to Minlfters and otliers *, the luccefs of 
which will only be known when God fliall make 
up his jewels. After the Lord had delivered me 
out of my fore diftrefs, and in faithfulnefs to his 
pTomife given me to overcome, 1 went to London 
for fome weeks, and there lived a kind of angelic 
life. I frequently went to hofpitals and prifons, 
and exhorted and prayed with the patients, &c. 

I ipent moft of the day in vifiting the fick and 
tempted, and on Sundays 1 ufed to reprove all 
the fabbath-breakers and fwearers that I met 
with. It was in the month of Augulf, 1767, 
that God enabled me to preach from a text, to 
my little company. He gave me much encou- o 
ragement, fo that from this day I began to lay 
afide my reading. At times, 1 was very forely 
tired on account of preaching, and have been 
near giving it up. ' Wifdom and memory were 
wonderfully' given me, and I laboured to improve 
my talent. J muft here make a remark refpedf- 
ing the erroneous, conclufions that thofe draw 
from our being made pure in heart, that it fwells 
the foul with pride, and fuperfedes the merits of 
Chrift- Alas ! poor fouls, they do err, not 
knowing this Itate by experience. Who is fo 
blind as the Lord’s fervant : as he that is perfect ? 

1 loathe myfelf more and more. The more I 
know and love my God, the more I loathe myfelf. 

The more obedient I am, the more unprofitable I 
feem to myfelf. O my God, I am nothing ; but 
thou art my all. Jefus is my hope and my boaft. 
Glory be to my God ! 

On the I ft of Jan. 1768, I wrote nearly as 
follows : ‘‘ O my God, how manifold have been 
thy mercies towards me, the chief of Tinners ! 
Thou hail performed the mercy proinifed me, by 
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delivering me out of the hands of all my ene- 
mies, that I might ferve thee without fear, in 
holinefs and righteoufnefs all the days of my life. 
Thou haft given me to overcome, and a hope 
and belief that i (hall no more drink of the cup 
of trembling. 'Ihou art my God and my all. 
Glory be to thee for ever !” 

My next volume contains the moft remarkable 
occurrences in the fpace of about eighteen 

months. A few particulars 1 fhall fubjoin 

Altliough God had moft wonderfully delivered 
me, and my foul was a heaven, compared with 
former years, yet I had many lliarp temptations 
interfperfed with my confolations. On the 21ft 
of Feb. 1 wrote, this morning was a morning 
of fore temptation, till nine or ten o’clock. I 
moft earneltly befought the Lord to deliver me, 
and cried very paflionately to be fecured from 
future evil. In the mid ft of my di ft refs the 
Lord anfwered, « My grace is fufficieiit for 
thee ” I acknowled the truth of the feripture, 
and praifed the Lord. — Feb. 28. This was a 
bitter mornings I was clofely befet by my old 
enemy. My ftrength was wept away before 
breakfaft. Surely 1 (hall foon weep my laft. 
Known unto the Lord is all my trouble. Surely^ 
he will foon wipe away all tears from my eyes. 
One day, in the midft of mydiftrefs, fatan biffed 
thefe w'ords into my ears, “ Examine him with 
tortures and ciefpitefulnefs, that we may know 
his weaknefs, and prove his patience.” Wifdom 
of Solomon ii. 19. And indeed he was per- 
mitted at times to make the experiment'; but I was 
gracioufly preferved. In the courfe of this^year. 

Lord and the Rev. Dr. B -prevented 

my extending my hitle labours among the fimple, 

teachable 
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teachjlble people. My friend was forbid giving 
me entrance into his houfe. My God ! lay it 
not to their charge. As I was not without fuf- 
ferings, neither was I without extraordinary con- 
folations. ' It was in one of thefe fweet feafons 
that I faid, This morning Jefus crucitied was 
right amiable to my foul. 1 faw that whatever 
I aiked I had. 1 laboured for language to debafe 
myfelf, and worthily to magnify the Lord my Sa- 
viour. Surely 1 (hall live with him for ever. I 
long to be in paradife. My time is furely at 
hand. The will of the Lord be done ! Amen. 
Hallelujah to God and the Lamb ! At another 
time, when I was walking for my health, my foul 
anticipated the pleafures of Eden, and tailed of 
the powers of the world to come. 1 had a happy 
alTurance of my eternal endurance, and thought 
that my foul was on the verge of glory, lionour 
and immortality. At times I have been fo hi led 
with peace and joy, that I could not refrain 
leaping and praifing God on the road, indeed, 
ill the general I enjoy a heaven on earth, and 
^ find a comfortable aflurance that I never hiali be 
blotted out of the book of life. — During this 
period I was favoured with ability to help my 
neighbours, both in fpirituals and temporals, 
which greatly increafed my confidence in the 
Lord. One inltance I will mention. T. O. 
belonging to my little fociety here, was arrelled 
for a debt, contradled in his unconverted Hate. 
On their way to the jail they ftopt at an inn. 
His wife came to me, and defired that I would 
go to the inn, and give him fome fpiritual advice 
before he went away. Accordingly 1 went, and 
fung and prayed withhim,his wife,and the bail'.iFs. 
After prayer, the Lord having touched the credi- 
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tor’s heart, (he made a very gracious compofition 
with ms for him. . 1 borrowed the money de- 
manded, and paid it for him. On my return 
Iwme,' 1 was in fome pain for having run myfelf 
into lb much debt : but having lifted up my 
voice in prayer to God, 1 came home, and to my 
very great comfort found more than that fum left 
for ms by a merchant. 

' I his year I was enabled to preach in a friend’a 
houfe, two or three times a week, and to meet 
a few in Clafs. 1 alfo catechifed-a few children, 
and fpsnt my fpare time in writing letters on 
divine fubje<£fs. When [ went to London, I 
cltcii vlilted Guy’s Hofpltal, and the New Prifon^ 
and found much fweetnefs, and fuccefs in my 
undertakings. At home, finners were convinc- 
ed, fome juftified, and others fandhified by the 
grace of God. The news of this reaching you. 
Sir, in London, made you invite me forth to a 
more entire devotednefs to the fervice of fouls. 
But being confeious that 1 had neither health, 
courage, gifts nor grace for the work, I could 
not agree with your fehtiments. The time was. 
not fully come. However I fet myfelf to extir- 
pate fabbath-breaking near me, and w'hat loving 
advice could not do, * endeavoured to elfedt by 
applying to the magiftrate. By thefe things you 
my fuppofe, 1 brought upon myfelf ill-will j but 
the Lord Hood by me, and fuffered no one to do 
me any harm. Glory be to his holy name ! 

ITib year I made an excurfion into Gloueeftcr- 
fiairc, and was at Painfwick for four or five 
weeks, where God was pleafed to bleis my fim- 
ple converfation to feveral. Some received the 
piire love of God, and many were refreftied, as. 
well as my own fiaul. 1 feemed like a pure fpirit 
. while 
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while I was there, and flood on tip-toe to reach 
, the fair regions of the fkies. 

The next volume of my experience, contains 
I about three years’ account of God’s dealings with 

I me. During that time my temptations and fuf- 

i ferings were fmall, compared with what I had 

undergone in the preceding years. I was enabled 
to go on preaching and vifiting the fick as ufual. 
j‘ My greateft trials arofe now from my timidity 

' and weaknefs, refpe£ling preaching. Many 

times I have been ready to fay, “ I will fpeak 
i no more in his name but I could not recede. 

It was come to this, “ Woe is me if I preach 
not the Gofpel.” However the fuccefs that I 
I met with, and the comfort I felt in my own foul, 

i encouraged me to go on. About July 1772, 1 

I went to Dover for the benefit of the falt-water, 

ijud was enabled to fupply the abfence of a 
Preacher in that town for fome weeks. I found 
much life and liberty there, and believe that my 
labours were not in vain. As you were informed 
of my proceedings, I received feveral letters 
from you, calling me forth to a more public 
work. But I could not confent. A full con- 
vision of my ignorance, weaknefs and bafliful- 
nefs, fatisfied me that I was not then called to 
it. My reafons fatisfied you for that time, but 
you told me, you believed I fhould by and bye. 
Soon after this I had an offer, of a different kind, 

made me by the late Earl of D r, to be page 

of the prefence to the Queen *, but as I feared a 
pofl. of honour, and at court too, I thankfully 
declined it in favour of my lifter’s hufband. 
The reafons I afligned in my journal were, “ I 
am here quiet, unfafliionable, unnoticed, except 
by W'ay of derifion. J have alfo a few fouls to 
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care for, and above all, one of my own : and f 
choofe rather to fuffer affli^lion with the people 
of God, than to enjoy the favours,- honours,, 
and riches of a court. Adieu, vain world f 
Stand aloof with thy flighted charms. The Lord 
is my portion for ever. Hallelujah !’’ 

On the firft of Jan. 1 wrote as follows i 

As to my foul, I now enjoy *a meafure of the 
fruits of the Spirit. I love the Lord my God 
above all things here below ; but ftill 1 have 
reafon to complain, as I do not now enjoy that 
love that calteth out fear, nor have I that firm 
perfuafion that I fhall overcome at the laft.” 1 
remember fometime ago, through very perplex- 
ing trials and temptations, 1 was led publicly ta 
declare that 1 had loft the pure love of God. 
Scarce liad I yielded to this, but 1 became too 
late fenfible that tny unbelief, at this juncture, 
had efie^fed what 1 before only fuppofed had been 
done*. The Lord has ehaftifed my yielding to 
unbelief ; for 1 have never fince had a clear tef- 
timony that I was laved from, fin However [ 
have enjoyed almoft a continued calm, and daily 
feel a longing for home. 

Towards the middle of the year 1774, 1 was 
brought into a very weak and low ftate of body, 
which lafted for fomc months. I changed the 
air for near three months, and it pleafed the Lord 
at lail to reftore me in Come degree, and I returned 
to the office. It was during this infirmity that I 
had a remarkable dream, the purport of which. 
J did not then underhand ; but for which 1 had 
atterwards great caule to praife the Lord. I 
thought 1 climbed up an exceeding high moun- 
tain ; fo fteep that 1 was obliged to cut fteps in 
iome places to get up. However^ the journey 
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was not unpleafant to me. When I was at the 
top I foon met with a cottage, which I entered,^ 
and began to fpeak to the poor labourer and his 
family. I thought they received the word with 
pure afFe£lion, and went round the mountain, 
and called all that they could together. I thought 
I preached to them and fettled a fociety there, 
and promifed that I would get two of my bre- 
thren to fupply my lack of fervice. I left them 
very happy. As 1 was returning, I thought^ 
furely there muft be fome mad bull upon this 
mountain, which will prevent my going home. 

Scarcely had this palled my mind, but I efpied 
one in the way. However I went to him ami 
he was not fuffered to do me any harm. 1 got 
home fafe, and was very happy j then I awoke,, 
and beheld it was a dream. 1 thought withirt 
myfelf, lhall I be called to go forth to preach the 
Gofpel ? How can this agree with an imprellion- 
that I have had thefe feveral years, that 1 Ihould 
die in my thirty-fifth year ? It was then ex- 
plained to me, that I Ihould, in that year, die to 
all worldly things, and be entirely devoted to i 

the fervice of God and his Church. Some | 

months after, all this came to pafs, as the fequel ; 

will Ihew. 

Thefe two or three years pad, my employ- 
ment has been, expounding the fcripture three 
limes a week *, meeting a Clafs, and catechifing 
children. I alfo fet up an evening fchool for 
inftra£l;ing the poor, iniferable lime-burners’ 
children, and prevailed with three of my Society 
to take it in turns with me. We taught them 
reading and writing. See. and found moft of 
them books, and 1 inftruded them from time to 
time in the principles of religion. As my in- 
come I 
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come was fmall, Providence ralfed up friends to 
blefs and favour my defign. Thete was a prof- 
pecf of much good, and many would have had 
caufe to biefs God for the undertaking, had not 
their wicked parents, in fpite of all remonflrance, 
allowed them to run away to play, and thereby 
fruftrate our defign. Another thing I undertook 
with a good defign, which kept me very poor, 
involved me in debt, and in time hurt my foul. 
I began to (ludy and pracfife phyfic for the good 
of the poor, hoping thereby to have accei's to 
fick beds, and to be inftrumental to the good 
of their fouls. I procured an elcclrical machine, 
learnt to bleed, and laid in a large ailortment of 
medicines. The Lord moft wonderfully prof- 
pered my undertaking. The deaf, the halt, the 
withered, and many others difeafed, received a 
cure under my hands. This fuccefs brought me 
many patients. Their cafes required me to 
ftudy, and the remedies exhaulled my pocket, fo 
that 1 became fo perplexed for want of time, 
and alfo (notwithftanding many remarkable alliit- 
ing providences) for want of fulficient recruits 
to fupport the undertaking, that my mind was 
very much hurt. But God, when I was in the 
very zenith of popular favour, moft gracioufly 
removed me. Indeed both my mind and body 
were forely haraiTed through much labour of 
different kinds. However the Lord made me 
ufeful to his Church alfo, for feveral were con- 
vinced and converted, who will, I truft, be the 
crown of my rejoicing in a future day. I bore 
this burden for a long time j. but at laft, as the 
time drew near for the accompliftiment of my 
dream, the burden became intolerable. My 
conftitution was ruined, chiefly by the unwhoLe- 

fomc 
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fo'me air of the place where I lived. The phyh- 
cian told me that fitting at a defk would not d(X 
for me.^ Another eminent man told me that E 
was murdering myfelf. Riding was propofca to- 
me as the moll promlfing expedient to protradl 
my life, and perhaps the only one. Several let- 
* ters from friends, after two or three months fuf- 
ferings, brought me forth. Tlte pious Mr. 
Samuel ,Wells (now in Faradlfe,') gave me the 
conquering ilroke. “,I do not know, fays he, 
but God hath fald. Preach or perilh.” I then 
came to a refolution to forfake all, and fet out 
with my ftafF. When I came to this conclufion, 
fatan fet upon me for fome weeks, with greater 
violence than ever, in order to ftop me. Un- 
known are the fufferings I went through. Scarce 
had I two hours fleep in the night, but all was' 
literally weeping, and wailing, and gnalhing of 
teeth. I ufed frequently to flee into a neighbour- 
ing wood, and in the moll latent part, fpend 
feveral hours in bitter lamentations and cries, 
to God, for power and courage to’ give up 
all. At lalt, early one morning 1 arofe, and 
with the bell preparation 1 could, went to Lon- 
don. I there wrote my letter of refignation. 
When I had done, I fell down on my knees, and 
with -the deepell gratitude praifed my God for 
the po ‘Ver. I faid with tears. O' my God, I 
thank thee for having given me this place for fo 
many years *, and now thou required thine own 
again i lo ! here I prefent unto thee that which 
is thine, and call my foul and body upon thy 
providence. This 1 fpake with a heart deluged ^ 
with grateful tears. Scarce had 1 rnade this ob- 
lation, but fatan tempted me to dilbelieve the 
being of a God. 1 could not have known the 
^ ftrengtlx, 
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ftrength of a fallen angel, had it not been for 
fore temptation. I was almoft an atheift till I ar- 
rived at Leeds, a few days before the Conference, 

Soon after I got to my quarters there, all my 
temptations vamflied away, and my foul returned 
to its reft : and never fince has it materially fuf- 
fered from fatan. How was the dream verified 
that I had, when I firft began to feek the Lord 
So foon as I ft ripped the cloathes ofF fatan,. 
he got up in a rage and purfued me. So now 
being about to ftrip him of his fubje6fs, he col- 
lected all his power and malice to make hb haft, j 

ftrong pufb at me ^ but blefled be the Lord my ^ 

God, I ftill ftand ! None but the great God can f 

tell what I went through, the two laft months that I 

preceded my going forth to preach slie liofpeL ^ 

Night and day my foul was upon the rack, and | 

the deep departed from my eyes. This 1 can | 

truly fay, the Lord has thruft me out ; for never 
furely did fuch a concurrence of circumftances s 

meet to manifeft the will of God. f 

A few days before the Conference, Mr. Paw- | 

fon deftred me to preach for him at Leeds, which j 

I did to near five hundred people. I went into I 

the pulpit with much fear and trembling, but f 

was enabled to get through pretty well. Ail the | 

time I was at Leeds, 1 was exceedingly happy, 
and was engaged all day in fpiritual exercifes, in 
which 1 found myfelf much blefled. 

On the 2d Auguft, 1775, I was admitted up- 
on trial, and was feiit into Oxfordfhire with 
Samuel Wells, and G. Shorter, both now in 
Abraham’s boiom. As foon as I came to Wit- 
ney, the firft place in my circuit, 1 found a letter, 
requiring my prefence in London. Here, to niy 
infinite furprife, 1 found ail my relations very 
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cordial towards me, nor did any of them cenfure 
my condud. It alfo p leafed the Lord while I 
was here, to make a fettlement upon me for life ; ^ 

for which 1 have caufe indeed to love and blefs ; 

him for .ever. In this Circuit I was two years, I 

and was kindly received by an affe£fionate people. I 

The Circuit was a very hard one, having long j 

journeys, and a great fcarcity of fewel ; but the ' 

Lord was my fupport. Soon after I came into 
it, being at High Wycomb, a young woman 
lived fome where there, that I had feen, and been 
acquainted with. I got a guide, and fet out one 
morning to enquire for her. A little while after 
(lie took me to fee a young perfon v/ho w’^as very 
ill. 1 had a good time with her, and propofed 
coming at night to preach at that barren place. 

Confent was given, and the whole neighbour- 
hood was invited : accordingly I preached, and 
the word was received with pure affecSIion, andu 
Society was foon formed. As I was going thi- 
ther, my way lay up a hill, fo high and deep, 
that fteps had been cut to accommodate the tra- 
vellers, agreeable to my dream, previous to my 
coming forth. This very much ftrengthened me, 
and was like the fign given to Mofes at Horeb, 
before he left Lgypt. * When the word began to 
be felt, and a Society formed, the Rev. Mr. F. 

W s, an Antinomian Preacher, began to 

roar upon us like a bull ; but, according to my 
dream, he did us no harm. 

The year after I laboured among as loving a 
people in the Gleucefterlhire Circuit, and bleifed 
be God ! our labour was not in vain. They 
would have borne with me another year, but my 
conftitution was fo impaired, that I could not bear 
fo much riding, fo I was obliged to be removed. 

I cannot 
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I cannot omit making mention of the loving kind- 
iiefs of the Lord to me this year : having been 
feized with a billious fever, wdiich continued 
fome weeks, my lot was call at Stroud. Here I 
met with a tender nurfe and kind friend, Mrs. 

Sc e, who removed, me to her houfe, and, 

together with the reft of that loving family, 
fliewed me no little kindnefs ; fo that by the help 
of a (kilful Apothecary, and the blefting of God, 
1 was enabled, in a few weeks, to return to my 
labour. Two or three nights after I fet out, 1 
was put into a damp bed at C : this imme- 

diately brought on my diforder again, and oblig- 
ed me to retire to a farm-houfe near Worcefter, 
where I remained fome weeks. But during this, 
and the w’hole time Lhave laboured in the gofpel, 
J have found m.uch peace and comfort in my foul, 
which have enabled me to bear up under the 
hardfliips of an itinerant life. 

At the next l.eeds Conference, I wa« appoint- 
ed for the Briflol Circuit. As foon as I heard 
my deftiny, my foul was in a furnace : 1 wrote 
to you. Sir, intreating you to fend me any where 
rather than there. Briftol and Bath appeared fo 
formidable, that I was forely diftrelfed both in 
/ foul, and body *, however, in fpite of all my remon- 
ftrances, you continued in your refolution that I 
flioukl go there. 1 continued in much diftrefs 
for fome days j at. laft, while 1 was in prayer one 
evening, the Lord relieved my foul with thefe 
comfortable words, “ Wait thou his time, fo 
(hall this night end in joyous day.” Soon after I 
came to Briftol, I was obirged to retire for fom.e 
weeks to Norton, where 1 met with uncommon 
kindnefs from thofe dear friends to the caufe of 
God, Mr. and Mrs. Wait. Here I gave myfelf 

up 
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«p to prayer, and gathered both bodily and fpi- 
ritual llrength. I fpent this year with great fa- 
tisfattion ; having mod; agreeable fellow-labour- 
ers. Wc faw a blefled work break out, and many 
fouls were added to the Societies. The people 
in this Circuit were uncommonly affe 6 Honate, 
and I thought I fhould be glad to finith my 
courfe among them. The next year I was ap- 
j pointed for this Circuit again, but had fome 
heavy trials : a circumftance that happened at 
Bath, greatly diftrefled my foul, and gave a ge- 
neral wound to the caufe of God. However, the 
few latt months that I was there, 1 enjoyed a 
heaven upon earth, and left them with great pain 
of mind. The laft place I left was Almonfburv: 
a place that 1 had been at for my health for about 
a fortnight. Here 1 met with a tender, afFec- 
I tionate friend, that Ihewed me every kindnefs 

for her Matter’s fake, and I came away wdth 
' much forrow. 

I At the Briftol Conference, 1780 , I was ap- 

j pointed for Manchefter : when 1 came there, my 

i foul entered into great fufterings ; the thoughts 

I of my dear Briftol people, and the dread that I 

had upon my mind concerning the office which 
w’as laid upon me, as the affiftant, quite drank 
iip my fpirits ; however, by the grace of God, I 
fet my Ihoulders to the v/ork, and endeavoured to 
lay out my life and foul in his fervice. God was 
pleafed to own me and my fellow-labourer, fo 
that between two and three hundred new mem- 
bers were received into the Society, and there 
w^as a general revival throughout the Circuit. 
When 1 came firft into it 1 was quite a ftranger 
•to the complexion of this people, and inter- 
preted their ffiynefs to ftrangers, as a defe£f of 

H h love j 
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love •, but however, I can fay, I found them a 
mod afPe^iiona^e, generous, Heady people *, and, 
with tears in my eyes, 1 can add, they lie near 
my heart. 

8oon after I began my work, I found that my 
conditution could not bear the journeys, fo I was 
obliged to call for help. You fent me another 
Preacher, which afforded me the opportunity of 
being more ufeful to the Circuit. I fhould have 
been very ufeful about Rochdale, had it not been 
for tw'o or three members of that Society, who 
required me to do what I could not, either in 
point of confcience or equity. They fo preju- 
diced fome of the limple people, and fo broke 
my fpirits, as w'^ell as hurt my body, that the 
work was entirely ftopt ; my intended expedi- 
tions to the neighbouring villages prevented, and 
I fear, many ' precious fouls wounded, if not 
murdered, through their condu(3:. Lord, lay 
not this fin to their charge ! Their condudf, and 
the harm that 1 faw they were likely to do, caufed 
me to groan and weep on my bed my very 
heart bled, and I poured out ftrong cries and 
tears to God to come to my help; I had very 
remarkable anfwers to prayer ; and when I had 
fettled this affair to the beft of my power, and 
was on my return from Rochdale, I was confci- 
•ntioufly reviewing my condu£f as before God, 
to fee if 1 had a<Ted amifs in the affair ; imme- 
diately thefe words came with a divine uiidtion 
to my foul : 

“ The opening heavens around me fhine. 

With beams of facred blifs.” 

On this I greatly rejoiced, and gave glory to 
God ! 



Sometime 
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Sometime in the winter, I went to a neigh- 
bouring village, called Clod wick, confifting.chief- 
ly of colliers and weavers. I preached to a crowded 
room full, and with much comfort, and I be- 
lieve many felt the word : I preached a fecond 
time v/ith peace and pleafure. The third time I 
w ent, I entleavoured to preach out of doors ; 
but as fatan’s kingdom began to fuft'er, (feveral 
being awakened and joined to the Society) he 
muftered up his forces, who being armed with 
Hones and noify inftruments, attacked us furi- 
Gully. They gnaflied on me with their teeth, 
and threw large coals and Hones at me : I was 
obliged after a time, to retire into thc'lioufe, 
which 1 did unhurt, and fung and prayed with at 
few ferious people. When 1 fet off for Oldham, 
with fome of my friends, the floods lifted up 
their voice *, they threw Hones and dirt amain, 
yet only one woman was materially hurt j who 
received a dangerous cut in her head. We were 
obliged to commence an action againH four or 
five of the rioters, or we muH have been niur-* 
dered, had we gone there again ; Itowever, feve- 
ral of the people were received into Society, and 
were filled' with all peace and joy in believing. 
'I'he lawfuit was compromifed, and they now, 
met in peace. I had alfo very fevere trials from 
another quarter. When the new Houfe was 
opened at MancheHer, and I faw fuch large con- 
gregatioiivS, 1 fuffered immenfely through my ti- 
midity. Standing in that pulpit was to me like 
(landing to be (hot; but however, the gracious 
J.ord brought me through the year. 

Atiihe Leeds Conference I was appointed for 
MancheHer again ; but fearing fome extraordi- 
nary trials, and difapproving of fome late things 
li h 2 . which 
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which had occurred, I defired you to remove me 
to Birftal. You confented *, but my friends at 
Manchefler were determined not to part with 
me, till they had received an anfwer to a petition 
for my return. During this fufpenfe, I went to 
Jdverpool. Here I remained three weeks, and 
fpent my time much to my profit and comfort, 
with a loving, generous people j and I believe 
we were mutually profited by this interview. 

When I returned to Manchefter I received your 
letter, fixing me for Birftal. Soon after this, I 
repaired to my Circuit, and met with much 
kindnefs from the people. This encouraged me 
to undertake fome difficult things which my 
nature fhrunk at. However, through the help 
of my God, I was brought through as well as I 
could expe£l. Although this is the moft eafy 
and fuitable Circuit to me, who cannot bear 
much riding, yet I find here, enough to convince 
me, it is through much tribulation we enter the 
kingdom. But I enjoy vaft peace of mind, and 
can appeal to God, that his glory, the good of 
the Church, and the eternal welfare of my own 
foul, are the grand objedfs I have daily in view. 

Through the mercy of God, and the faithful 
concurrence of my fellow- labourers, good has 
been done, and I have had the promife of a 
farther revival fealed on my heart. It was on 
this wife. After a fliower of tears, when in 
private prayer at Daw-Green, I came down from 
mv chamber, and joined the family in prayer. 
The power of God fell upon me, and I prayed 
as the Spirit gave me utterance. I prayed fer- 
vently for the Circuit, and had a blefled revival 
before my eyes. I praifed God, by way of an- 
ticipation ; being alTured that he was about to 

work. 
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work. The family felt the Divine un£lion, and 
I was fo exhaufted, 1 could fcarce get up from 
my knees. 

I fliould not omit an unpromifmg circumftancc 
that happened fometime after I came into the Cir- 
cuit. Mr. F r carried away a burning and 

{hilling light from Crofs-Hall, and thereby de- 
prived me of a blefled helper. I was invited to 
be with them on the day of their efpoufals, and 
never before knew fuch a blefled wedding. I 
now faw indeed that marriage is honourable in 
all ; being inftituted by God, in a ftate of inno- 
cence, and in the garden of Paradife. May 
eternal happinefs crown this devoted pair !: 

1 mull now draw to a conclufion, praifing and 
blefiing my God, whofe mercy, love and faiths 
fulnefs have been fo wonderfully manifefted iti 
my pilgrimage. I Itiil find my whole foul in the 
work. But my fpirits are far too active for my 
body. My conftitution is very weak, and, like 
Saul’s armour, is a fore clog to my fpirit. I 
hope to live and die in the caufe of my dear Re- 
deemer, and his beloved people ; and fervently 
pray that I may end my life in his work. My 
foul is happy \ Divine tranfport poflefles my 
breaft, and Jefus is my daily theme : my all in 
all for ever and ever ! With pleafure and confi- 
dence I ftill declare to all the world. 

Ye all n»ay know that God is true, 

Ye ail may feel that God is love ! 

in^this fpirit I hope to remain till the mercy of 
God, and the foie merits of my adorable Re- 
deemer, lhall introduce my blulhing fpirit into 
the focietv of angels and faints, to fwell the 
H h 3 found 
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found of Jefu’s fame and praife my God for ever 
and ever. 

I am, Rev. Sir 

Your moft affedlionate Son in the Gofpel ^ 

J. V. \ 

P. S. Thus far I wrote before the Conference. ^ 
Since then I have been appointed for Birftal again. 4 

I have the profpe6t of much fuffering here, 
through an unfortunate affair. But all is well. 

My confcience is undefiled. The Lord is before 
my eyes, and, by the grace of God, I will hold 
fait my integrity unto the end. 

We took in above two hundred new members ' 

lafl year, and we have a fair profpedl: in fome 
places this year. In the midft of great anguifti 
of fpirit (through the troubles of the Church) I " 

had one morning, the moft gracious vifit from 
heaven that I have had for fome years. O how 
I laboured in familiar prayer with God, that 
I might then finifh my work ! « O come. Lord 

Jefus, come quickly.” Even fo. Amen. • 
Hallelujah ! 
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A SHORT 

ACCOUNT OF HIS DEATH. 

1 By Mr, Atmore, 

\ TTJT uncommon piety, his affe£Iionate corc- 

^ Jill cern for fouls, and his great zeal for the 

^ gloify of God, rendered him an acceptable 

Preacher, and a peculiar blefling in all the cir- 
cuits where he laboured. His miniftry was ge- 
nerally attended with a divine un^iion, and there 
was a confiderable revival, through his inftru- 
mentality, in the year 1783, in the Weft Riding 
of the county of Y ork. 

His conftitution w^as very weak ; but he conti- 
nued to travel as long as he was able. By long 
and loud preaching, at the time of the revival re- 
ferred to above, he had brought himfelf fo very 
, low, that he was not able, for fome time, to 

preach at all, nor hardly to pray in the family. 

^ At the Conference 1786, he was appointed for ^ 
the Briftol Circuit, where he married a lady of 
confiderable piety and fortune. And being no 
longer able to bear the fatigues and labour of an 
itinerant life, he became, from the fubfequent 
Conference, a Supernumerary. He refided at 
St. George’s, in Kingfwood, near Briftol ; and 
continued to labour in the neighbourhood as 
his ftrength would bear, even to the clofe of 
his life. 



In 



In the month of November 1793, the Lord 
was pleafed to take away his pious and afFedfi- 
onate partner in life. She died remarkably ha- 
py in God *, but this ftroke was feverely felt by 
Mr. Valton, he did not long furvive her. In a 
few months he fell a prey to a painful difeafe : 
his fufferings were very great, but he bore them 
with Chriftian fortitude and exemplary patience ; 
and he clofed his holy and ufefu.1 life in the year 
1794, rejoicing in hope of the glory of God. 
He was interred in the Church of St. George, in 
Kingfwood. 

His praife, and that juftly, is in all the 
Churches. He was a pattern of holinefs, of 
charity, and of zeal for the glory of God. His 
miniftry was plain, convincing, and powerful ; 
and he was exceedingly fuccefsful in the work of 
the Lord. 



THE 



EXPERIENCE 

O V 

Mr. Thomas Payne. 



To the Rev, Mr, John Wejle^, 

Waterfordy March i6, I78l.». 

REV. SIR| 

A t your requeft I undertake a work, of 
which, God knows, I am afliamed. For, 
when I look back on my paft tempers, words, 
and actions, 1 am- really amazed that I am yet 
alive : for fur^ly 1 have dcferved the lowed place 
in hell. 1 was created to be happy ; but I chofe 
the means of mifery : and firmly believe myfelf 
the mod unworthy of all that body of Preachers 
with whom I am connected. 

I was born at Nailfworth, near Stroud, in 
Gloucedorfhire, in the year 1741, of very pious 
and upright parents. They were by profelfion. 
Particular Anabaptids : and they lived in the fear 

and 
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and love of God. My father laboured to train up 
his children in the fame, feconding his precepts 
by his examples and prayers. He kept up fa- 
mily devotion twice a day, reading a chapter or 
pfaim firll. And twice a day, early and iace, he 
fpent a confiderable time with Goil in fecret. 
Thus he walked with God himfelf, and incited 
his children to follow him. He never fpoiled the 
child by fparing ihe rod ; but always remonftrated> 
and then corredfed. And his well-timed cor- 
redlions feldom faikd 
hons upon us. 

On his death-bed he gave me his dying-charge,, 
with a prayer, which 1 believe God fcaled in 
heaven. As my mother was weeping, and wifh- 
ing that God would fpare him a little longer, he 
faid, “ Would you wifli me fo much evil, as ta 
he any longer detained from the joys of heaven I 
Poor Tom (meaning me,) will lofe a good friend 
to-morrow, about two o’clock.” The next day, 
about that time he cried out, “ Lord, how long 
are thy chariot wheels a coming And within a 
few moments after, fweetly fell afleep. 

I heartily thank God for a pious education, 
which laid a foundation for a future reformation. 
From the earlieft period of recoUedfion, I found 
the ftrivings of God’s Spirit. I formed many 
good refolutions, from time to time j but quickly 
broke through them all ; although when 1 was 
ten years old, 1 prayed much, and delired to be 
truly religious. I was left under the care of a 
currier and leather-drexHr, wTo carried on the 
fhoe-making bufinefs. But being under little re- 
(fraint, and continually expofed to bad company, 
1 gave way to youthful follies, till I left my place, 
without alking leave j and till my friends fent 

me 
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me to London. Being now among religious peo- 
ple who belonged to Mr. Whitfield, my good de- 
lires revived, and produced a confiderable amend- 
ment in the whole tenor of my actions. 

But I did not at all hnow myfelf. And hav- 
ing an inclination to fee the world, I enlilled in 
the year 1759, General Burgoyne’s light regi- 
ment of dragoons. But, upon examination, I 
was found not quite tall enough, and fo was dif- 
charged from them. Being aftiamed to return to 
my friends, I enlifted in the fervice of the Eaft. 
India Company : and was foon fent out in tho 
Triton fiore*fhip, for the liland of St. Helena, on 
the fouth of Africk. I jfaw the Ifland in a dream 
juft before I enlifted. We failed from Graves- 
end in December 1759, under convoy of the 
Rippon man of war, and in company with the 
Anilow Eaft-India-man, who afterward parted 
from us in a gale of wind. A French frigate 
bore down upon us in the Bay of Bifcay, doubt- 
lefs taking us for merchant-men. When we 
were preparing to engage, I was troubled at firft, 
knowing f w-^as not fit to die : but 1 foon com- 
forted myfelf with the unchangeable decree. Af- 
ter firing a few fhot, the frigate bore away. The 
Rippon chafed and took her. But we faw our 
convoy no more, till fome time after (he came 
to St. Helena. 

We had now a week’s calm. It then blew a 
hurricane for three weeks without intermiifion. 
All our mafts were loofened, and feveral fet of 
fails torn in a thoufand pieces. Both our chain 
and hand pumps were kept going for a month, 
without any intermiifion. During this time one 
poor man fell over-board, and cried out, “ a boat 
for God’s fake,” and funk. A fecond fell down 

from 
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from the maft on the quarter-deck, and dalhed 
out his brains. A third going up to furl the 
main-fail, mull have ihared the fame fate, but 
that as he was falling, he catched and hung by 
his hands and feet, to the clue-garling of the 
fail. But he did not give God the glory. After- 
wards as we M^ere failing near the Equator, on a 
calm fea, he was feraping the Ihip-fide, (landing 
on one of the half-parts,, and as ufual, damning 
his own eyes and limbs. The Captain hearing 
him, faid, “ You (liould not curfe and fwear in 
that manner. The half-part may turn with you, 
and you may be drowned with' an oath in your 
mouth.” But he fwore on. In lefs than five 
minutes the half-part did turn. He fell and rofe 
no more. The Captain inllantly put the (hip 
about : but it was all in vain ! This alarmed me 
a little ; but then I thought, “ It was decreed,’^ 
and was eafy again. 

The day we arrived at St. Helena, I-had an- 
other (liock. Two men were fwimming near our 
Blip. A very large (hark (which I verily believe 
had follov.'ed our Blip four hundred miles) bit 
at one of them and rnilTed him. He cried out, 

A fliark !” but. -loo late *, for his comrade was 
immediately bit in two. Indeed we had men 
killed continually. Some getting drunk, rolled 
down precipices ; others fell into the fea. And 
I verily think, half of the army, and half of the 
other inhabitants of the ifland, did not live out 
half their days, which often gave me very fe- 
rious thoughts of the uncertainty of human life. 

My ferioufiiefs was increafed by an extraordi- 
nary occurrence, which 1 fiinply relate jull as it 
was. One night, as I was (landing fentinel at 

Mr. M ’s door, 1 heard a dreadful rattling, 

as 
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"as If the houfe was all fliaking to pieces, and 
tumbling down about my ears. Looking towards 
It, I faw an appearance, about the fize of a fix- 
week’s calf, lying at the door. It rofe, came to- 
wards me, looked me in the face, palled by, re- 
turned again, and wen|:.to the door. The hoirle 
fhook as before, and it difappeare<l. A few days 
lifter, our head inn-keeper, Mr. M — , told the of- 
ficer of the guard, That the fame night, Mrs. 
M— died, he, with eight perfons more fitting up, 
obferved the houfe lhake exceedingly : that they 
were greatly furprraed, and fearched every room ; 
hut to no purpofe :.that not long after, there was 
■A fecond lhaking, as violent as the former. That 
a while after, the houfe flvook a third time ; and 
juft then Mrs. M — e died. 

I now really defired to ferve God. But I had 
none to help me forward. 1 longed for fome re- 
ligious acquaintance : and every year, when the 
'ftore-ftiip came from England, I diligently en- 
quired, whether any good men came in it ^ At 
length one arrived who had been educated at the 
houndry-fchool in London. And he was once 
ferious, but had turned again to folly. How- 
ever he* was now defirous to return to God. I 
found likew'ife another young man, who had an 
' earneft defire to fave his foul : and we three 
agreed to ferve God together. I now fafted, an^ 
^ prayed, and having a little larger income, en- 

deavoured to help my neighbours. But this 
t]uickly puffed me up with pride, till I was fuf- 
fered to fail into outward fin. God now humbled 
me indeed : 1 abhorred myfelf, and faw the ne- 
ceflity of a deeper work, in order to my being 
happy, either in this world or in the w^orld to 
■come. 

n .My 
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^ly companions and I were greatly ftrength- 
e/ieci, by an uncommon trial that befel us fooii 
after. We frequently went out at night, to pray 
by the fide of a mountain. One night, as we 
were walking together, and talking of the things 
of God, I heard a noife, and faw fomething in 
the form of a large bear purfuing me clofely. 
My hair flood on end, and as we were walking 
arm in arm, I fuddenly pulled both my compa- 
nions round with me. They both faw him, and 
one of them fainted away. It then reared up 
itfelf upon its hind legs into the air. I faid, 

“ Satan we are come Either to ferve God : and 
we w'ill do it, in' fpite of thee, and all the devils 
in hell.” Inilantly it funk into the earth : we 
then prayed upon the very fpot : and foon found 
ourfelves flrong in the Lord, and in the power 

of his might. • , -r ji* 

In about a week after, I fpoke unadvifedly 
with my lips. It cut me to the heart. I went to 
a quarry at the foot of the mountain, fell prof- 
trate on the earth, and cried out “ O wretched 
man that I am, who fhall deliver me from the 
guilt and power of fin ?” But I was a flrong 
Calvinift, and that kept me from the bleffing a 
long time, waiting for the irrefiflible call, and 
thought it horrid prefumption to venture upon 
i^'Jhrifl, till God compelled me by his almighty 
arm. Thus I waited, till I met with a German 
Author, w'^ho convinced me of the abfolute nc- 
cefhty, of “ flriving to enter in at the flrait gate; 
of taking the kingdom of heaven by violence, 
of laying hold of God’s flrength,” in order to 
make peace with him ; of venturing my fpirit, 
foul, and body, with all my fins, forrows, cares, 
and all my wants on the abfolute mercy of God 
inChriftJefus. ' ' With 
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With fi full purpofe of doing this, I called 
my companions to the old fpot to prayer. And 
while i was praying, and wreftling for Chriftian 
liberty, 

“ Panting for everlafting reft. 

And ftruggling into God !*’ ' 

1 cried out, with an uncommon extafy of joy 
and aftonilhment, O God, my heart is fixed, 
my heart is fixed : I will fing and give praife !” 
Being divinely aflifted, I believed with my 
heart unto righteoufnefs : on v/hich, God fhed 
abroad his love therein, and gave me the fpi- 
rit of adoption, crying, Abba, Father 5 w hich 
Spirit witnefled wdth my fpirit that I w'as a child 
of God. I then could not refrain from declar- 
ing what God had done for my foul. I cried 
out to thofe about me, “ Why cannot you praife 
God with me and for me ? I am fo filled w'lth 
the love of God, methinks, I am juft ready to fly 
up to heaven, with my very body.” 

But I had a Calvinian library, which T often 
read. And hence I imbibed that miferable no- 
tion, That it was abfolutely necelTary, every be- 
liever fhould come down from the mount., Hence 
I was perfuaded that I nuift lofe my firft love ; 
that I muft doubt of my juftification, which 
thofe wretched Cafuifts lay down, as one great 
mark of fincerity. For want.of knowing better^ 

I liftened to thefe, till I loft the witnefs of the 
Spirit. I then fell into doubts concerning my jufti- 
fication V nay, and concerning the being of a 
God. 1 funk deeper and deeper, till 1 got to my , 
old German Author again. 1 then found that I 
muft ftrive, not only -o gain, but to hold faft, 
tlie witnefs of the Spirit, and the hope of the 

1 i 2 Gofpel , 
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Gofpel : yea, that I muft difpute every inch of 
ground, with the world, the flefli, and the devil. 
Thus convinced, I went with renewed repen- 
tance, to the throne of grace. And I found the 
fountain open. At two fevcral times, it pleafed 
God to give fo ftrong a difcovery of his love ta 
my foul, that it was then impoflible to admit the 
leaft fhadow of a doubt. 

I now thought I never could be moved ; God 
had made my hill fo ftrong. I hired a little 
dwelling. .1 got a large library of books. I ga- 
tiiered more and more of the foldiers to join 
with me, in fafting, praying, reading, 'finging, 
and every other means whereby we might edify 
«ach other. I began to exhort, and many were 
convinced of fin ; fome were juftified, fome 
Englifti backfliders were reftored, who died hap- 
py in God. But foon after I was preferred to a 
higher rank, which w’as a means of my forfaking 
God. 'fo pleafe man, I did violence to my con- 
fcience and grieved the holy Spirit of God. But I 
found no peace herein. Convi^fion returned, and 
I was on die brink of defpair. Many times in a 
day 1 threw myfelf on the bed. In unfpeakable an- 
guifii of mind, feeing no door of hope, but' tak- 
ing it for granted', I fliould breathe my laft in 
horrible fear. For about a year, I could not be- 
lieve even the being of a God. 1 thought if 
there was fuch a God as the fcripture fpeaks of, 
he would either have f.ived or damned me before 
now. 1 do not know that I flept one whole 
night, for thirteen months together : nor indeed 
one whole liour, without fome dreadful dream 
prefaging the vrath to come. To complete my 
dillrefs, and make me perfe£Hy miferable, the 
ungodly who denied, and the Pharifees who def- 
pifed ail heart religion, w'crc continually laugh- 
ing 
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;• Ing me to fcorn : crying, “ Ha ! ha ! So would 

' • we have it. Where is our Reprover now 

One man on the parade (to provoke me) called 
upon the devil to d — n his Maker. Immediately 
r a horror fell upon him, and from tliat hour he 

had no reft, day or night, till he made an open 
i; . confeflion to a magiflrate. That feven years be- 

fore he had murdered a foldier, whofe appari- 
tion followed him wherever he was. Upon this 
confeffion judicially repeated, he was condemned 
to die. When under fentence, he fent for me, 
and begged I would converfe and pray with ^im, 
which (with the leave both of the governor and 
‘ chaplain) 1 did, till the day of his execution. He 

I then declared, “ This is the beft day 1 ever faw. 

! This is my wedding day. I am married to Chrift, 

t and 1 am going to heaven, to praife him to ajl 

eternity.” 

I was now promoted again. I had five difFcr- 
eni; offices, and a large revenue therefrom. But 
;■ as bufinefs increafed, religion wore off ; till (to 

avoid running into more fin) I married. My wife’s 
mother was one of the moft pious women in the 
illand. But .my wdfe’s religion confifted in going 
to church, and then running a continual round 
of plea Cure, of eating and drinking, dre fling, 
playing, dancing, finging. Indeed we both fwam 
down the Area m together; for I was afraid to 
think ; I did not dare to meet my own confci- 
encer'and endeavoured to llifle my own convic- 
tions, with bufinefs, and with frantic mirth. 
Yet fometimes I could not help thinking. And 
my convidions were then fo keen, that 1 was 
many times under ftrong temptation to put an 
end to my life. Perhaps 1 fhould have done it, 
but for a dreasn which 1 had a little before. I 
I i 3 thought 
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thought I law myfelf Handing on the fummit of 
a frightful precipice : whence I was fuddenly 
hurled down head-long through the air, expect- 
ing every moment to be dalhed in pieces ; when I 
was turned into a white dove, and flew up again. 

About this time I faw, at a friend’s houfe, 
tw^o volumes extracted from Mr. Law’s Works, 
and a volume of your Sermons. Hence my con- 
victions returned ftronger than ever. I fincerely 
and deeply lamented my grievoiis fall ; my heart 
was broken in pieces, for my repeated and aggra- 
vated fins againft fo good a God. And I lin- 
cerely prayed, that he would fend me any kind 
of affliftion, which would bring me back to him- 
felf. 1 faw,' profperity had ruined me, and 
cared not w'hat I fuffered, fo 1 might once again 
love and ferve God. And I referred it wholly 
to him, to ufe whatever means he faw fit, in his 
adorable Providence. At the fame time 1 had a 
vehement defire, to hear once more, the genuine 
Gofpel of Chrift. 

One night I ftarted up in my fleep, and waked 
my wife,, faying, “ L<^ggy» I Hi^H he obliged to 
leave you, and to go to England.” She faid. 

It is only a foolilh dream : go to fleep again.” 
1 endeavoured fo to do, but could not, this being 
fo ftrongly impreft on my mind. Not long after, 
I difobliged fome of my fuperiors, by the juft 
difeharge of my duty. In confequence of this,, 
1 received orders to return to England : the man 
‘I faw in my dream pufhing me oft' the precipice, 
being the very man who bore falfe witnefs againft 
me, (/Ut of fear of the governor, who curfed, 
and drove away thofe that came to give evidence 
in my favour. I faw the hand of God herein, 
and acquiefeed in his Providence. 



I came 
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I came to England, and preferred a petition to 
the honourable Eait- India Company, But they 
did not anfwer it; as Indeed 1 had not with me 
the proper evidences to fupport it. I left my 
wife and child behind, and fhe in a ftate of preg- 
nancy. She did not defire to come with me : 
nor did I then defire that (he (hould. I remained 
in London, waiting for the arrival of fome of my 
evidences, till 1 had fpent almoft all my money, 
having only a few fliillings left. I could not 
now tell what to do, as I had not one friend in 
London ; till hearing of you. Sir, I found a defire 
to have fome converfation wdth you. I went to 
the Foundery, but inllead of you met I with Mr, 
Jaco. I told him njiy Situation and circumftances. 
He faid, «‘I can do nothing for you.” 1 alked, 
if he knew of any under clerk’s place, that I 
could get till Providence cleared my W’ay ? He 
faid, “ No.” I left him ; but was not humbled 
enough yet, for God to lift me up. 

I faid to myfelf, I ha<ve been a foldier, and J 
will be fo again. 1 could not murmur nor re- 
pine ; having a deep fenfe of my backfliding 
from God, and being fully convinced that al- 
though his^ways are often pad finding out, yet 
he does all things well, and for our profit, that 
we may be partakers of his holinefs. 1 inlided 
in the fifteenth regiment of foot, and was im- 
mediately maefe clerk of the regiment. I flioukl 
have been farther preferred ; but 1 was too reli- 
gious : I was not like other men. Indeed I do 
not know, that we had three men in the whole 
regiment, who pretended to any religion at 
all. 1 had now again a few opportunities of 
calling finners to repentance. 1 wxnt home to 
Nailfworth upon a furlow, and began exhort- 
ing the people to turn to God. 1 did the fame 
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at Stroud ; then at Cirencefter, and afterwards 
at other places. Here my fonner fentiments 
were fhaken, and I began to lialt between two 
opinions. At length the gracious Providence of 
God brought me to Leeds, in Yorkfhire. Here 
I found fuch a large body of affe£lionate people 
as I never faw before. And fome of them de- 
fired me to preach ; but my officers threatened 
me, that if I did, 1 fhould be tried by a court- 
martial. And 1 ftill doubted my call to preach. 
So I determined to take this method, never to 
preach unlefs invited to it : and then to obferve, 
whether there was any fruit 

Soon after, one of our foldiers told Mrs. 
Walfh, that they had a Preacher in their regi- 
ment. She fent for me, and defired me to give 
an exhortation. 1 did fo, and contrary to my 
expe£fation, my officers were fo far from punifh- 
ing me, that they gave me all the liberty i could 
defire. And it pleafed God to employ me as an 
inftrument of awakening and converting feveral 
fouls. I preached many times in the ftreets of 
Leeds. Mr. Mitchell then fent for me and afkcd 
me, “ For whom do you preach I faid, “ For 
Chrift, in order to convert finners to him.” He” 
invited me to preach in your Preaching-houfe, 
which I did many times. And I frequently' went 
into the Circuit for him, and for Mr. Robert 
Roberts, who were glad to have finners convert- 
ed to God, whatever inftruments he was pleafed 
to make ufe of. And it was here, that by read- 
ing and confidcring youPs, Mr. Fletcher’s, and 
Mr. Sellon’s Works, 1 was entirely delivered 
from the whole Hypothefis of Abfolute Predef- 
tination. And fo, I am firmly perfuaded, will 
every fenfible man be, who has a real defire to 
know the whole truth of God, and then 'gives 

them 
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them a fair reading, with frequent and fervent 
prayer. ■ 

It was now, that the thought of my wife and 
children lay upon my mind. And I faw no way, 
either for me to efcape from the army, or them 
from St. Helena. But nothing is too hard for 
God. Ke firfl made a way for me. My colonel 
demanding thirty guineas for my difeharge, it 
was foon raifed and paid. Being now once more 
a free man, I defired to join with the people 
called Mcthodifls. I faw (to begin with fmaller 
things) that_ wherever they came, they promoted, 
j. Cleanlinefs, induftry, Frugality, and (Econo- 
my : 2. Lovalty, confeientious fubje<flion to the 
King, and all that are in authority ; and 3. Real, 
vital religion, which was well nigh baniflied from. ,■ 
the earth. 

I X was received upon trial at the Leed6 Confer-^* 

ence, in the year 1772. Thence 1 was fent to 
London, where the fenfible Methodifts were fo 
kind as to bear wdth my weaknelTes, and they 
were not a few^ 1 blefs God that I was flationed 
here for my improvetuent. And even here, it 
, ’ pleafed God, that my labour was not in vain^ 
You was then pleafed to fend me to Ireland, to 
take off my rough military edge ; and to break 
me thoroughly to the work, on the rough moun- 
tains of the north. The damp, dirty, fmoaky 
' cabins of Ulfter, were a good trial for me for 

the prefent. But what makes double amends 
I for all thefe inconveniences, to any Preacher who 

loves the work of God, is, that our people here 
are in general the moft zealous, lively, affec- 
tionate Chriflians we have in the kingdom. 

When I had been a little above a year in Ire- 
land, my wdfe, who w'as before uiiwdlling to 

leave 
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leave home, as well as afraid of a fea-voyagc, 
and of venturing into the Northern climate \ 
wrote me word that her father and mother were 
dead, and that fhe was willing to leave St.Helena, 
and not afraid, either of a fca-voyage, or of a 
cold climate. I informed you of this : and you 
was pleafed to make application to the Eaft-In- 
dia Company, who generoully ordered my family 
to be brought to England, with every needful 
accommodation, at their own charge. By the 
blefling of God, they arrived fafe. You was 
pleafed to fend my little boy to Kingfwood 
School, and my little girl to Publow, and to 
fend me word, not to take thought or care about 
them. After a while you fent over my wife to 
me. This has proved an unfpeakable blefling to 
.her. She has been convinced of fin, converted 
to God, and I truft, made pure in heart. 

As to myfelf, 1 have been many times fo un- 
faithful to the grace and gifts wherewith ' God 
has entruiled me, that 1 abhor myfelf in dull and 
afhes, as an unprofitable fervant. Yet this 1 
can fay from the ground of my heart, 1 am not 
at all careful, where or how long 1 live in this 
world, fo I may anfwer the end of my being •, 
fo I may have the teftimony of my confcience,' 
that I do all to the glory of God. For 1 know, 
that to me to live is Chrift, and to die is gain. 
I fear God, and uniformly endeavour to work 
righteoufnefs. I believe that God is both able 
and willing to cleanfe me from all unrighteouf- 
nefs : and 1 lie before him as clay in the hands 
of the potter, to be jufl v/hat he would have me 
to be: as, holy and as happy as my nature and 
ftate can bear. I am not afraid of b.ing too 
holy •, but I believe it is my privilege to be all 
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lioly,'in the very complexion of my foul, in all my 
tempers, words, thoughts an d actions. I am con- 
vinced that grace is ilronger than hn, and that 
Chrill is ftronger than the devil : and that gofpel 
liberty implies a deliveriiiice from the guilt, 
power and nature of fin ; into peace, life, love, 
and hoHnefs. 1 can fay farther, that though I 
do not yet fully enjoy thefe ineltimable bleflings, 
yet God is pleafed to own my weak labours, fo 
that more and more finners are converted to 
God, every time 1 go my Circuit. 

And now, what fiiall I render to the Lord, 
for all the benefits that he has done unto me ? 
I can only praife him as long as I live, and be 
telling of all his wonderous works. Praife the 
Lord, then, O my foul ! and let all within me 
praife his hply Name ! 

Dear Sir, blot out or keep in juft what ’ you 
pleafe of this Narrative. And in fo doing you 
will oblige 

Your Son in the Gofpel, 

THOMAS PAYNE. 



ACCOUNT OF HIS DEATH, 

♦ » 

By Mr. Boofte., 

H e continued to labour- faithfully for the ' 
good of fouls till the year 1783, when it 
pleafed the Lord to take him to his great reward. 

In the beginning of his illnefs, he had deep 
imprefijons on his mind, that this affliflion would 
be unto death : tlie thought of which, he often 
faid, was a reviving cordial to him. As his 

bodily 
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t)odi1v ■ weaknefs increafed, his defire after full 
fandtification increafed alfo *, for which his foul 
was deeply engaged in conftant, mighty prayer. 

About two months before his death, the ene- 
my was permitted to aflault him many ways ; 
but one temptation in particular was very fevcre 
for the time it lafted *, w'hich w'as to doubt the 
being of a God I But he was foon delivered 
from it ; after which he enjoyed much commu- 
nion with the Father and with his Son Jefus 
Chrift. 

About a fortnight before he died, he was led 
to fuch a uifeovery of himfelf, as he never had 
before : even all the fins he had ever committed 
were prefented to him, attended with fuch a deep 
fenfc of his weaknefs, and blindnefs, as made 
him exceedingly tremble. What gave him the 
greateft pain was, that he had done the work 
of the Lord in many inftances, fo much in his 
own warm fpirit ; and not dn the meeknefs 
and gentlenefs of Chrift. This was attended 
with luch a view of the Majefty and Holinefs 
of God, and the excellency of his glory, as ex- 
cited a,yehement cry in his heart for the coming 
of Jefus, to make him fully meet for the enjoy- 
' ment of himfelf. Our Lord foon heard him : 
liis faith beheld the Great Atonement, on which 
he received a whole Saviour, who applied the 
all-cle.mfing blood to his foul. He was now 
filled with joy unfpeakable and full of glory; and 
experienced that complete falvation he had fo 
long preached to others. 

From this time his converfation was truly in 
heaven : his exhortations and perfuafions to all 
that came near him, to devote themfelves entirely 
to God, were delivered in fuch a powerful man- 
ner as made deep impreftions on every heart. 

The 
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The day before his death, when Mr. Rankin 
called to fee him, his foul was truly comfortable, 
and after fome converfation concerning the good- 
iiefs of God to him, he faid, “ You are going 
to preach : tell the People, tell the Societies, I 
die a witnefs of the truth I have preached to 
others. And I now folemniy declare, 1 believe 
the do'f.rine taught by the Methodilts, and th« 
difcipline they enforce, is above all others, the 
belt calculated to bring fmners to God, and to 
keep them clofe to him.” 

k)urin^ the night he frequently fpoke of the 
love and power of God to his foul *, waiting 
patiently for the coming of his Lord. . About 
an hour before he departed, Mrs. Payne, feeing 
him i]i an agony, faid, « My dear, you feem as 
if your heart was breaking.” He replied, “ Let 
it break I Let it break ! but it is hard work to 
die !” After this he was very calm, and appeared 
to podefs great ferenity of mind. But now the 
hour of his releafe came ; when he turned his 
eyes to Mrs. Payne, and with a piercing, yet 
pleafmg look, faid, “ Lord liave mercy ! Jefus 
faves to the uttermoft — to the very uttermoft !” 
And foon after, while we were commending liis 
foul to God, he fell adeep in Jefus, January 6th, 
1783, in the city of Brill ol. 

He was a bold foldier for Jefus Chrift. His 
natural temper was uncommonly vehement, but 
before he went hence all that vehemence was 
gone, and the lion was become a lamb. Such 
are the wonderful efFe£ls of divine grace ! Pie 
fought the good fight of faith, and has now laid 
lioid on eternal liic. Servant of God well done ! 
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ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE 

O F 

Mr. Thomas Waljh* 



T his eminently holy and ufeful young man, 
was a native of Ireland, and was brought 
up in the bofom of the Church of Rome. He 
was born about the year 1730. He was favingly 
converted to God in the days of his youth j and 
in the year 175c, when only twenty years of 
age, he began to preach the everlafting Gofpel. 
He was a man of uncommon talents for the 
Miniftry, and of very extenfive learning. Mr. 
Wefley fays, he was the. beft Hebrew fcholar he 
ever met with. “ I never,” fays Mr. Wefley, 
aflced him the meaning of a Hebrew word, 
but he immediately told me how often it oc- 
curred in the Bible, and what it meant in each 



place.” 



After 



* '^hls work might be thought incomplete if feme mention 
vras not made of this very holy man ; the following Iketch 
of his Life is therefore given from Atmore’s Mcthodift Memo- 
rial. The foil account being too large for infertion here, may 

be had at the Book Rooui. 
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After he engaged in the work of the Miniftry, 
he was indefatigable in his ftudies and labours ; 
which, as he was of a weak conftitution, proved 
too much for him ; and, in a fhort time, brought 

down his frail tabernacle His diary, which has 

been publifhed to the world, proves him to have 
been a man of deep piety, and clofe walking with 
God. 

The illnefs which terminated in his removal 
from this world to a better, may be dated from 
February 24th, 1758, a few days after his arrival 
at Briftol, on his way to Ireland. After preach- 
ing twice as ufual, and ftudying hard all day, he 
was feized with violent pains in his head, and in 
all his bones. He, however, rofe the next morn- 
ing at his ufual time and preached, retiring after- 
wards'to his accuftomed exercifes ; but ftill feel- 
ing the preffure of the diforder, he faid, “ My 
body trembles with weaknefs, but my foul is happy 
in God.” 

March 4th, the day he took to his bed, he 
wrote in his diary as follows : Good is thy will 

O God I Thy counfels of old are faithfulnefs 
and truth. Thou reigneft in righteoufnefs ; 
though no man can know either love or hatred, 
by all that is before him. Thou giveft account of 
thy ways to none, but aflureft the righteous that it 
(liall be w^ell with him *, and that thy corrections 
are with this defign, that we may partake of thy 
holinefs. 1 am in thy hands, O my God ! Work 
thy perfect wdll in me, and fuftain me in this 
trial. I call upon thee in the day of trouble *, 
and that I fliall glorify thee, and praife thee yet 
more and more.” 

At another time, he makes the following re- 
marks on his ftate. 
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I luil a conftant witnefs from the Holy Ghofl: 
tliat I was a child of God ; however, the fins of 
my whole life were brought to my remembrance, 
particularly thcfe of my heart. For though God 
preferved me from falling even once into thofe 
iins, in which I lived in the days of my ignorance; 
neverthelefs, I faw my pride, defire, felf-will, 
felf-indulgence, levity, and mifpending time ; — 
-my want of love to God, charity to my neigh- 
bour, and more ferious concern for my own 
foul, 

So fevere a judge was this good man of him- 
felf, while, in the judgment of all that knew his 
manner of life, he was exemplary in every re- 
fpe£f, and remarkable for the contrary of what 
he thus lamented. << The more holy and eminently 
religious we are,” fays the pious Bilhop Taylor, 

the more full of awfuinefs and fear, and mo- 
deily, and humility we fliall be : and it is a fure 
rule, that whatfoever heights of piety, union, or 
faniiliavity with God, any man pretends to, it is 
of the devil, unlefs the greater aifo be the humi- 
lity of th.e man.” 

Mr. Walfli left Brillol, and embarked for Ire- 
land, April 13th. The paflage was extremely 
dangerous, infomucli that the mariners them- 
felves expected to peri fh, and cried out vehemently. 
We are not fit to die ! While God gave him, he 
fays, more faith, and patience, and joy, than he 
ever had before. He prayed, and praife'd God 
inceflantly. — See the blefl'ednefs of believing on 
the Son of God ! 

He, however, arrived fafe at Cork, on the 
Sunday followdng — His biographer, Mr. Morgan, 
obferves, “ Hearing of his arrival, I haftened to 
fee him, and can never forget the idea w’hich the 
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firfl light of him gave me, of a man in deep 
feilowlhip with God. We embraced each other 
with tears ; after which, kneeling down, he 
prayed as to a prefent God indeed ! With fuch 
melting and moving expreflions, and reverential 
confidence, as furpaffed all that I had known and 
admired in him before : and plainly difcovered 
his having entered, fince we parted, much far- 
ther into the Holieft of all, by the blood of 
Jefus.’" 

He had the judgment and advice of the bell 
phyficians wherever he came*, who on the flighteft 
intimation, offered their affiftance with all cheer- 
fulnefs, neither expecting nor defiring any other 
gratuity, than (as one of them once expreffed) 
the prayers of Mr. W alfli. They generally 

agreed, that his diforder was brought on through 
excefiive labour, — frequent and loud preaching, 
and intenfe application to lludy. 

For the benefit of the air, he was taken to 
Limerick, but being nothing benefited by it, they 
according to his own inclination and defire, re- 
moved him to Dublin *, from whence he removed 
to the palace of the Great King — the Paradife of 
God. 

For fome time previous to his departure hence, 
his Hate was not indeed joyous, but grievous. He 
drank of his Lord’s cup of forrow, and was in 
truth deeply baptized with his bapnfm. He was 
immerged in afUiction’s furnace, and plunged in 
the deepeft waters. 

“ His flcfti c^a■lifed, with torturing pain 
H IS foul, and ficknefs qlave his bones ; 

Keen aiiguifh dwelt in every vein, 

- And fadly turn’d his breath to moans. 
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Sorrow was all his foul ; he fcarce perceiv’d. 

But by the pains he fuffer’d, that he liv’d.” 

He was tempted, and forely buffeted by the de- 
vil. The nature of his diforder expofed him to a 
degree of percipitancy and difcompofure, which 
he was more than fuperior to while in better 
health. In fhort, fo did the wifdom of God per- 
mit, that through the malice of fatan, the ex- 
treme violence of his diforder, and the concur- 
rence of feveral other circumftances, this fervant 
of God was brought to the utmoll extremity of 
fpiritual didrefs and anguifh, confidently with 
keeping the faith : infomuch, that it was but a 
few degrees removed from defpair. 

“ His agonizing foul fweat blood. 

With Chrift hc'faintcd on the tree, 

• And cry’d in death, My God, my God, 

Ah ! Why haft thou forfaken me.” 

His great foul'lay thus as it were in ruins for 
fome confiderable time ; and he poured out many 
a heavy groan from an opprefled heart. This 
continued till a little time before his complete and 
eternal deliverance : when the Lord once more 
fhone upon the face of his foul ; the beams of 
heavenly brightnefs difperfed the clouds, and the 
fmiles of the divine countenance, more than com- 
penfated for this night of forrow. Jud as Mr. 
Wallh was departing, he burd out in tranfport, 
and pronounced, in a dying voice, but with the 
joy of angels ! “ He is come ! — He is come ! — 
My Beloved is mine, and I am his, his for ever !” 
And thus he fweetly breathed out his foul into the 
hands of his beloved Saviour, on the 8th of April, 
1759, and in the twenty-eighth year of his age. 

AN 



H e was born in the county of Fermanagh, 
in Ireland, in the year 1733; and at a 
very early period of his life was made a partaker 
of the faving grace of God. He remembered his 
Creator in the days of his youth ; and in the year 
1757, he commenced an Itinerant Methodift 
Preacher, How long he had preached before he 
came out to travel I am not able to fay j but I pre- 
fume, from his youth, it was bat a fhort time. 
He, however, at that time, manifefted himfelf 
to be pofleffed of confiderable abilities for the 
work of the Miniftry. His foul burned with 
holy zeal for the honour of God, and the falva- 
tion of fouls ; and his labours were attended with 
an univerfal ble fling. 

It 
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It appears from the following letter, that Mr. 
Thompfon had left his native land, and was 
preaching the Gofpei in England in the year 
175B. It was written to a friend in Ireland, and 
dated, 

Colchefter, Dec. 15, 1758. 

« Dear Sir, 

My voyage was not long, but very trouble- 
fome, being exceedingly Tick, and expofed to a 
dangerous llorm j together with an ungodly com- 
pany : but it pleafed God to bring me fafe on 
Englifh ground, on Thurfday evening about feven 
o’clock. In my way to London, 1 called at a 
place called Buvflem (in Staffordfhire), wdiere it 
pleafed God to ufe me, in uniting twenty-eight 
perfons to the Society ; three or four of whom 
received the knowledge of falvation by the remif- 
flon of fins : my ftay there was only four days. 
1 came to London on Saturday, Nov. 13th, and 
was kindly received by Mr. Wefley, and my 
London friends. My foul was greatly bleft 
amongft the people there: furely they are fome of 
the brighteft Chriftians I ever faw : who feem to 
keep up a clofe and conftant walk wnth God.” — 
He adds, “ I have had my Irifli friends much 
upon my mind, both in public and private. May 
the God of Jacob be your eternal refuge, to 
your everlafting fatisfa£lion. I hope you and 
Mrs. T. are going hand in hand to the kingdom 
of heaven : nothing is fo good for you (and in- 
deed for all mankind), as conftant attendance 
upon the miniftry of the pure word of God ; 
but this. Sir, without much private prayer, read- 
ing, and holy meditation, will not do. They 
that will go to heaven muft be obftinately good, 
contrary to the defire of the devil, the world, 
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and their own liearts. ’Tis wife in us, Mofes 
like, to choofe to fufFer affli£lion with the people 
of God, rather than enjoy the pleafures of fin 
for a fcafon : inafmuch as there is a reward for 
the righteous, and everlafling peace from the 
God of their falvation. 

1 am, dear. Sir, your’s, 

W. Thompson.” 

About the fame time, Mr. Thompfon was 
called to (hare in the general perfecution, which 
at that time prevailed againfl: the Methodifls. 
England was then engaged in the grand Germanic 
war : — One time, while Mr. Thompfon was 
preaching, an unruly mob arofe, (inlligated by 
the Minifter of the parifli) and cruelly aflaulted 
him, and feveral of the principal Methodihs ; 
carrying them off in triumph 5 and taking, the 
people, without any kind of trial, on board a 
tranfport, which then lay ready to fail with a 
fleet of men of war. hfr. Thompfon was con-* 
fined in prifon, expejSing every hour to be 
fent on board the tranfport alfo, and he was 
not permitted to fee' any of his friends. The 
Parfon, and the^noble Juiticeof the Peace, "who, 
I prefume,, refided in the fame parifh) fometimes 
deigned to vifit him, in order to difpute with him 
on religious fubjedfs. 

This outrage, committed againfl: all law and 
order, coming to the ears of the late Countefs of 
Huntingdon, (of noble and pious memory) llie, 
with fome others of confiderable refpe£lability, 
made application to government ; by which means 
Mr. Thompfon and the people, were foon fet at 
liberty. An a6lion alfo was brought againfl the 
worthy clergyman, who had like to have paid 

dear 
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dear for his zeal : for had not Mr. Thorr.pfon 
himfelf ufed his utmoft endeavours to ilop the 
procefs, it would probably have proved the ruin 
of him and his family. 

In the year 1 760, he laboured in Scotland ; 
and in a letter to a friend, he -complains of the 
little fuccefs which attended his miniftry in that 
country. 

In the beginning of the year 17(54,' in Lanca- 
Ihire, he caught a violent cold, by ileeping in a 
damp bed : (a deadly evil ; and yet i fear not 
fufHciently guarded againft, by fome who occafi- 
onally receive the Preachers, to this day.) This 
laid the foundation, and was the principal caufe 
of thofe dreadful fpafms in his ftomach, which 
he laboured under for many years ^ and virhich 
in the judgment of fome of his friends, occafi- 
onc I his death. 

In 1769, he married, in the city of Edinburgh, 
but from the indifpofition of her mother, Mrs. 
^Thompfon could not then travel with him *, on 
which account his labours, for feveral years, 
were confined to that kingdom, and the North of 
England. In the year 1782, the old lady died, 
and Mr. Thompfon from that time laboured 
moflly in Leeds, Wakefield, Halifax, Manchefter, 
London, and Birmingham. 

Mr. Thompfon was a man of remarkably ftrong 
fenfe, a fertile genius, a clear underftanding, a 
quick difcernment, a retentive memory, and a 
found judgment. His mind, naturally endowed 
with ftrong parts, was greatly improved by read- 
ing and clofe thinking ; fo that as a Minifter, he 
was a workman who needed not to be alhamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. 



He 
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He was fuppofed by many, to be one of the 
clofeil reafoners, and mod able fpeakers that ever 
fat in the Methodift Conference. 

After the death of Mr. Welley, he fook a very- 
active part in the affairs of the connexion ; and 
the outlines of the prefent form of government 
originated principally with him. The Con- 
ference fliewed in what light they viewed him, 
by choofing him for their firft Prefident, after 
the deceafe of the Rev. Mr. John Wefley, in tlic 
year 1791. 

Mr. Thompfon, as has been hinted, was for 
fcveral years afflifted with fevere fpafms in his 
ftomach ; which increafed with his years, and 
greatly debilitated his whole frame ; and eventu- 
ally rendered him incapable of fulfilling the du- 
ties of his ftation. He continued, however, to 
preach, till within a few weeks of his death. 

His laft appointment was to Manchefter, where 
he laboured as long as he was able ; but at laft w'as 
conftrained to yield. In the- month of April 
1 799, he left his Circuit, and retired to Birming- 
ham, where his eldeft daughter had married a 
perfon of confiderable refpedability. There he 
had the beft medical aid which could be procured, 
and the utmoft attention paid him, that filial af- 
fetlion and gratitude could infpire ; but the dif- 
eafe fo far prevailed, as to render all exertions 
fruitlefs. 

He was immediately confined to his room, and, 
from the nature of his complaint, for fome time, 
he could not lie down in bed. Many of his old 
friends now vifited him, and were witneffes of his 
extreme fufferings ; and alfo of the Chriftian for- 
titude and patience, with which he bore them. 
He often faid, when exercifed with ftrong pain. 
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O Lord, if it be thy will releafe me from this 
(late of forrow and affliclioii j neverthelefs, not 
my will but thine be done.” 

One time, Mr. Lacey, (to whom I am indebted 
for this account) faid to him, “ Sir, you will foon 
go to enjoy the fruit of your many years’ toil and 
labour, w'hich I truft you have already a forctafte 
of ?” To which he inftantly replied, “ O yes, 

0 yes, blefied be God, I have no fear of dying ; ' 

1 long to depart, that I may be with Chrifl : but 
I mult wait his time.” Immediately his poor, 
feeble frame, feemed quite overcome with the 
Divine goodnefs ; and when he had a little re- 
covered himfelf, he prayed in a molt fervent and 
powerful manner for the whole family. 

When his pain fub Tided a little, he often re- 
peated the following lines : 

“ Heaven already is begun. 

Open’d in each believer ; 

Only believe, and fiill fing on, 

Heaven is ours for ever !” 

The lalt words he was heard to utter w^ere, 

Far from a world of grief and fin. 

With God eternally fliut in.” 

And thus, in full confidence, and a joyful ex- 
pectation of future glory, he clofed his ufeful 
life, in the fixty-fixth year of his age, and in the 
forty-fecond of his itinerant miniltry, on the firlt 
day of May, in the year 17^9. 

On the day of his interment, his body was car- 
ried into the chapel in Cherry-ftrect, Birming- 
ham, and folemnly laid before the pulpit during 
the time of fervice. Mr. Bradburn addreffed a 
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crowded audience on the occafion, from the words 
of David refpedfing Abner, 2 Sam. iii. 38. 
“Know ye not that there is a Prince and a great 
man fallen this day in Ifrael.” The Preachers in 
the Birmingham diftrift were the fupporters of 
the pall ; and the funeral was attended by the 
greateft number of people ever remembered, on 
fuch an occafion, in Birmingham before. His 
body was interred in a vault in Saint Mary’s Cha- 
pel, and a plain tablet ereOed to his memory on 
the outfide wall of the chapel, with the following 
laconic infeription. 

Sacred 

To the Memory 
of the 

REV. WILLIAM THOMPSON, 

Who departed this life. 

May I ft, 1799, 

Aged 66 years. 
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ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE 

OF THE 

Rev. Vincent PerroneU 



T his very vener.ible man was the vicar of 
Shoreham, in Kent, and is certainty entitled, 
on various accounts, to a confpicuous place 
amongll the brighteft ornaments of the Chriftian 
Church i n the laft century. For though he was 
poU'elTed of talents and accomplifhments, which 
would have qualified him to have filled any ftation 
wirh dignity j and his connexions in life were 
fuch, that he had good reafon to expe£f confi- 
derable preferment ; yet as foon as the glorious 
light of the Gofpel vifited his mind, he inftantly 
renounced every profpe£l: of temporal advantage, 
counting all things but lofs for the excellency of 
ihe knowledge of Chrifl Jefus his Lord. And 
from that moment he unrefervedly devoted him- 
lelf to the glory of his Redeemer, and the in* 
terefts of the Church militant. 

Many 
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Many will recoiled); the hiaiily and exalted na- 
ture of his piety, his Chrilfiaii courtefy, and th® 
cheerfulnefs and fweetnefs of his difpofition and 
deportment. And as he was one of the moH. 
aged Minifters of Chrift in this kingdom, fo he 
■was inferior to 'none, either in the fervor of his 
fpirit, the fimplicity of his manners, or the ancient 
hofpitality of the Gofpel. At the fame time, 
thofe who were favored vvith his friendfnip, can 
never forget the delicacy and refinement of his 
fentiments, and the franknefs and generofity of 
his temper. Qualities which are not to be ex- 
pe£fed but from great and liberal minds. 

If it be inquired, why I prefume to clafs thie 
very excellent man among thofe who are recorded 
in thefe memoirs f I anfwcr, becaufe Mr. I’crro- 
net, though not an Itinerant Preaclier, was in the 
clofeft connexion with the Methodifts. He be- 
lieved, embraced, and defended their docfrinea 
and difeipline, both Irom the pulpit and the prefs : 
he entertained the Preachers in his own houfe, 
and a room was fet apart, where they expounded 
the feriptures, and called finners to repentance. 
An indiflbluble union fubfifted between him and 
the Mr. Wefleys, w'hich remained inviohite to the 
end of their lives. 

Mr. Perronet was born in'Londqn, Dec. i ith 
1693. He was remarkably ftudious from hi* 
infancy, and very early in life defired to devote 
himfelf to God in the Miniltry. Before he went 
to the Univerfity at Oxford, he fpent fome time 
at an academy in the North of England, in a very 
retired fituation, that he might purfue his fLudic-s 
without interruption. 

AVhen he was twenty-four years of age, he en- 
tered into holy orders, and was appointed to the 
E 1 2 curacy 
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curacy of Sundrich, in the county of Kent, which 
he ferved about nine years. He was then pre- 
fented to the vicarage of Shoreham, in the fame 
county, of which place he continued the faithful 
and laborious Minifler upwards of fifty years. 

It appears that the Spirit of God had very early 
yifited his mind, and by powerful imprefllons and 
awful dreams, had convinced him of fin, righte- 
oufnefs, and of judgment. At that time the light 
of the Gofpel (hone very dimly in this country ^ 
there w'ere a few fecret ones who experienced the 
power of religion 5 but in general, thefe were like 
the gleaning grapes when the vintage is paft : 
and it does not appear that Mr. Perronet was for 
many years in the way of thoTe who could direct 
his views, with refpe^ to the great doctrines of 
the Grfpel. 

In the year 1 746, he became acquainted with 
the people called Methodills ; he had heard fome 
of the vague reports that were bufily circulated to 
their difadvaiitage, and had imbibed tome degree 
of prejudice againft them ; but his prejudices 
were greatly removed by converfijiig with a Mr. 
Watkins (who was in the Methoddl connexion), 
by whom he fent a very friendly invitation to Mr. 
Welley and his brother, to vifit him. 

It pleafed God not long before this interview, 
in the month of May, to call Mr. Perronet to a 
very fevere trial by the death of one of his fons. 
He died with his heart full of prayer and love, 
at the age of twenty- two. He was unfpeakably 
happy, and his evidences were bright for heaven. 
He told his honoured and beloved father.on his 
death- bed, “ 1 have feen glorious things ! 1 can- 
not tell you now, but I fliall hereafter ! I am. 
afraid, (faid he) that I gave you uneafinefs when 
you faw me in that agony, but I had all the 

powers 
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powers of darknefs let loofe upon me, and fou. 
might fear that 1 did not underftand what you 
faid to me in my diltrefs, but I did, and it was a 
great comfort to me. I have feen my brother 
Daniel, and my two little fillers, and they are 
high in glory, and mighty in power ! He' died 
crying, Come Lord Jelus, Come quickly !” 

The family being thus prepared, in September 
following, the Lord lent the Methodills to Shore- 
ham. 

From the firft interview Mr. Per rone t had with 
Mr. Weliey and his brother, ail his prejudices 
vaniflied away, and he determined “ This people 
fhall be my people, and their God my God.’’ 

The more Mr. Perronet became acquainted 
with Mr. Weiley, and his proceedings, and the 
whole ceconomy of the Methodills, the more his 
admiration was increafed, and the more ardently 
he fet himfeif to promote and defend a plan, fo 
benevolent and ufeful in its nature, and fo ma- 
nifeltiy calculated to promote the liappinefs of 
mankind, to revive geniune Chrillianity in the 
land, and to reltore the limplicity and piety of 
the primitive times. 

The influence of thofe evangelical principles 
which he had now received, began foon to ap- 
pear ; and his concern for the falvation of his 
people, was manifelted by repeated and earnell 
exhortations to fecure their eternal interells ; 
which he prefled upon them with theutmoll fer- 
vor and importunity. 

Having received the Gofpel in its power and 
purity, he began to think it to be his duty to 
bear witnels to the truth, and to make an open 
profeflion of it before the whole world. With 
this view he publillied foine reflc(Slions on the na- 
ture of original fin, baptifm, regeneration, re- 

L 1 3 pentancoj • 
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pwntance, the new-birth, faith, juftificatioiT, 
ciniflian peifecHon, (or unlverfal holinefs,) and 
the infpiration of the fpirit. Thefe were inferib- 
cci to the arch-bifliops and bifhops of England. 

In the year 1763, a regular Society was form- 
ed at Shoreham, according to the Methodift plan 5, 
the Preachers from that time attended every weeky 
and Mr. Perronet gladly gave them the right 
hand of fellowfhip, and afforded them every en- 
couragement. 

About the year 1770, the work of God began? 
to revive at Shoreham, and it continued in a prof- 
perous Hate the remainder of Mr. Perronet’s life, 
'fhe Society, which confifted of fixty or feventy 
perfons, was formed into three Clafles, which all 
met at the fame hour in Mr. Perronet’s houfe. 

greatly rejoiced in their profperity, and was 
indeed gentle among them as a nurfe cherifheth 
her children, tenderly miniftering to their fpiri- 
tual necefiities, and fupplying their temporal 
wants to the uttermoft of his power. 

He continued for many years an example to all 
around him, of patient diligence in his MafterV 
work, and afFe£lionate zeal for the good of foultw 
He often faid, that he conhdered it as a lingular 
honor conferred upon him, to be a daily labourer 
in the Lord s vineyard : Referring, I prefume, to 
his cuftom of explaining part of the feriptures 
every morning at five o'clock, (afterwards at 
feven) to as many as would attend *, which he 
continued to do as long as he was able, to the 
great comfort of many fouls. 

He fulFcred much from increafing age and in- 
firmities ; yet he never declined any part of his 
public work, till the latter end of the year 1778 5 
and from that time till his death, which was up- 
wards of fix years, he was never out of his 

houfe. 
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houfe. During the laft five years of his life, he 
continued to preach a weekly lecture every Sun- 
day evening in his own houfe, and a peculiar 
undUon commonly attended his word at thofe 
feafons. - 

He was obliged entirely to give up preaching 
for many months before his ^ieath ; and during, 
that time, he was only able to move from his 
fludy, to his bed-chamber j which he continued 
to do to the laft day of his life. 

Mr. Wefley mentions the laft vifit he paid him> 
in his journal for 1784. 

“ Thurfday, Dec. 9. At Shoreham we found 
that venerable man, Mr. Perronet, ninety-one 
years of age, calmly waiting for the conciufion' 
of a good warfare. His bodily ftrength is 
gone, but his underftanding is little impaired, 
and he appears to have more love than ever.'’ 

The winter of 1 785, is thought by fome to have 
been one of the fevereft ever known in England. 
The feverity of the weather very fenfibly affected 
Mr. Perronet, and he began vifibly to decline. 

Towards the latter end of April, there appear- ' 
ed fome reafon to hope that he would, in fome 
degree, recover his ftrength. He feemed better 
in every refpedf, and began to refume his ftudies 
on the prophetical parts of feripture, which, for 
fon'ie months he had been unable to purfue. 
During this period, the joy of the Lord was in- 
deed his ftrength j and every moment feemed em- 
ployed in praife and prayer. 

On Saturday May 7, 178^, he appeared re- 
markably cheerful. In the afternoon he defired 
his grand-daughter to leave him alone. When 
Ihe returned, ihe obferved an inexpreflible fw'eet- 
nels, and animation in his countenance ; he 
fmiled, as Ihc entered the room, while at the 

fame • 
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fame time, tears of joy ran down his venerable 
face ! He defired her to perafe the three la!k 
chapters of the prophet Ifaiali, which he told her 
he had been reading ; — and that he had fuch a 
glorious view from them, of the great things the 
Lord was going to do upon the earth, as had filled 
him with joy and wonder. 

The next day was a Sabbath much to be re- 
membered : the fouls of many were particularly 
watered under the word, and refrefhed in the 
ordinances. Mr. Perronet continued in the fame 
heavenly difpofition as on the preceding day. He 
faw and converted with feveral of the people, 
who came to attend upon the public worfliip. 
H is bodily pain was gone, and his fpirits were 
unufually lively ; fo that a general hope prevail- 
ed, that his valuable life would have been confi- 
derably lengthened. But the Lord’s thoughts and 
defigns were far otherwife ! That evening when 
his grand-daughter attended him, as ufual, and 
went to take leave of him for the night, after he 
was in bed, he began to blefs her, in a manner 
that can never be forgotten, in words nearly as 
follow : — “ The Lord blefs you, my dear — and 
all that belong to you — Yes, he will ! I know he 
will !” Thefe words he repeated many times, 
and even after fhe left the room, (he heard him 
continue diftin6Uy to repeat the fame words. 

Thus was he parted from her in the add of blefs- 
‘ ing ! For the next morning. May 9th, when {he 
entered his chamber, (he found the immortal fpirit 
was flown to the Paradiie of God. 

His remains were interred the Saturday follow- 
ing, May 14th, in the fame grave with his be- 
loved wife and daughter, by Mr. Charles Welley, 
.in the parift church of Shoreham. Mr. Wefley 
preached his funeral fennon the next day, from 
• Pfalm xxxvii. 37. Mark the perfect man, and 

behold 
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behold the upright ; for the end of that man is 
peace.” 

After Mr. Perroneds deceafe, fome that had na 
good-will to Sion, began to predi^ that now the 
(heplierd was gone, the fheep would befcattered ; 
but the Lord has been mindful of them. A pious 
young man refides there as curate, a fmall Me- 
thodift Society ftill continues, and the travelling. 
Preachers regularly vifit them. 

Mr. Perronet (fays his biographer) was of ir 
warm and generous difpofition, and pollefled 
much cheerful nefs and vivacity : after he became 
experimentally acquainted with the pawer of the 
Gofpel, he devoted every talent with which he 
was entrufted, to the fervice of God, in the moft 
unreferved manner. Simplicity and godly fince- 
ii rity were the leading traits in his charadler. He 

1 excelled in uncommon relignation to the divine 

will," which appeared on the moft trying occafi- 
ons. This was the principle which enabled him 
to perfevere in doing all in hij power to promote 
the honor and glory of God, through many and 
great difcouragemenls ; he well knew that (\vitf 
belongs to man, and that the event (hould be 
left with God. And though the fuccefs he ar- 
dently wilhed for, did not follow his labours, yet 
he continued unwearied in the patience of hope,. 

' and confidently believed, that the feed fown, 

would in due feafon fpring up j and that the bread 
call upon the water, would be found after many 
days. .^He was a man of much prayer, and daily 
continued in fupplications and interceflions^ He 
made it a rule to remember great numbers before 
the throne of grace, as well as the Church of 
Chrift, the nation, and the world at large. 

For the laft twenty years of his life, he enjoyed 
deep communion with God J and fuch a degree 

of* 
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of fellowfhip with the Father and the Son, a» 
few chrillians are favoured with. He lived chiefly 
in his ftudy, for he loved retirement, and was 
given to application. His favourite ftudy was the 
fulfilmem of the prophecies, and the coming of 
Chrill’s kingdom upon earth. He had large and » 
animating views of the glorious millennium *, and 
believed that it would not be many years before 
the kingdoms of this world, would indeed be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chriit. 

— He uled frequently to fay to thofe about him, 

I fhall fee thofe great things out of Paradife ^ 
you may live to fee them upon earth !” All aw- ■ 

ful events he heard of, all frefti proofs of the I 

‘ power and mercy of God, he conf dered as figiis f 

of the times, as tokens that the coming of the 
Lord drew near. 

As long as his health permitted, he w'atchcd 
like a faithful fhepherd over his flock, warning 
the carelefs, vifiting the fick, and inftru61:ing the 
ignorant. In the pulpit he was fervent and 
faithful, and always ufed great plainnefs of 
fpeech, for he had one end in view', to w'in 
fouls to Chrift. As he had a great command 
of fcripture language, fo it was ever the joy 
of his heart to be publifliing the falvation of 
the Lord to others. To a foul who was thus 
employed on earth for fo many years, the 
tranfition to heaven, where Saints are unin'- 
terruptedly employed in the fervice of God, mull 
have been glorious indeed. 
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ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE 

OF 

Mr. Charles Perronet. 




H e was the fon of the Rev. Vincent Per- 
ronet, Vicar of Shoreham. His father 
was a moft afFe£lionate parent to all his children ; 
but the fuhjeft of this memoir, is' faid to have 
been his favorite fon : probably, becaufe of his 
early piety, uncommon ferioufnefs, and entire 
devotednefs to God. 

I am forry that lam not able to prefen t my 
readers with a more accurate account of this very 
extraordinary man : (for fuch he undoubtedly 
was.) It is, however, obferved, that of his 
father’s numerous family, Mr. Charles Perronet 
was moft diftinguiftied for ftrength of under- 
ftanding, feeblenefs of conftitution, and a deep 
acquaintance with the myfteries pertaining to the 

kingdom 
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i:ingdom of God. His experience in the divine 
life, was of a very extraordinary kind. He drank 
very deeply into the fpirit of hoHnefs, and for 
fome years enjoyed uninterrupted communion 
with the Father, and with his Son Jefus Chrift. 

I am not able to afcertain the time of his begin- 
ning to handle the word of life, and to preach 
eternal truths to men ; but he was a workman that 
needed not be alhamed ; and was greatly owned 
of God in the work of the Miniftry. 

In the year 1770, (as has been already noticed 
in the life of his venerable father) there was a 
confiderable revival of genuine religion at Shore- 
ham *, and Mr. Charles Perronet was macle a par- 
ticular inftrument of this revival. Some account 
of which, though imperfe^f, he has left, in a 
letter to the Rev. Mr. Wefley. 

As he intended to have publifhed it, had he 
lived to finifh it, he has prefixed a fliort preface, 
which I (hall make no apology for inferting ; alfo 
the letter, as they will tend to elucidate the cha- 
radler of this excellent man. 

« Thofe who know,” fays he, what Shore- 
ham was, and that confider the nature of the 
account,' will view it as a rich clufter of grapes 
from a barren wildernefs, and glorify the power, 
that hath done ail thefe things. 

“ I cannot but confider this narrative as a moft 
remarkable difplay of the power of God’s Spirit ; 
and what is calculated to do much good. To me 
it appears moft eminently, to fhew forth his good- 
nefs to the children of men. 

« In particular, it tends to encourage finners 
to return to God *, to animate the righteous by 
the experience of otliers ; to excite labourers to 
perfeverance, though they fee no fruit of their 

labours ; 



MR. CHARLES PERRONET. 397 

labours ; and to explain one great caufe, why 
the word preached is often unprofitable : even 
the want of affedtion, condefcenfion, and private 
affiduity, which are fuch indifpenfable requifites 
to be joined with public preaching. We who 
are by office, the chief, are to remember we are 
laft and fervants of all, and to be patterns to the 
flock, of following Jefus, in all meeknefs and 
lowlinefs of heart. 

It alfo tends much to the raifing our ex- 
pedfation of an outpouring of the Holy Spirit ; 
that grace which is the promife of the Gofpel- 
day,' not for one only, but for all that call upon 
the name of the Lord. 

“ Mofl earnelUy recommending it to the 
Divine bleffing, may all that behold what the 
Lord hath done, be made partakers of the fame 
mercy, for the fake of our Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift.” 

The letter is dated Odl;ober‘i5, 1772. 

“ I fliall now relate a more particular account 
of our affairs than you have had before. 

“ Our family fettled here about five and forty 
years ago, and have been ever fince opprefied by 
an unjufl people. About four and thirty years 
we were an offence to the place, on account of 
Religion ; and during the lafl twenty-fix, have 
been their derifion for the fake of Methodifm. 
For this we glorify God. Let them call out our 
name as evil. The wicked can profit the right- 
eous only by perfecution ! It Vv'ill make our re- 
ward great, — if we are faithful to the end. 

“ The plainnefs and fimplicity of the people 
had been corrupted before our time, by two fa- 
milies that introduced drefs and other luxuries. 
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“ The firft feventeen years of MetlK)dift 
preaching here, the fmallnefs of the congregation, 
and the want of the life of religion, made us the 
derifion them that hated us. 

Things had long borne an unpromifing ap- 
pearance, and all labour feemed to be loft. 
Then the work revived j and ftill more fo three 
years afterwards. But the chief increafe has 
been the laft three years : and now, every day 
is bringing greater things to pafs. 

« A year ago the offence of the Gofpel began 
to ceafe, and religion to be honorable: La- 

bour, and fupplication, and forrow, and reproach 
for Chrift’s fake, are feed for a Gofpel harveft, 
and fnring up when hope fails. 

« Our place contains above an hundred 
and fifty families, out of thefe about an 
hundred and fifty perfons attend die word, 
including a few from other parts, and fo intent 
are they upon hearing, that fuch as cannot 
get within, will bear the feverity of all weathers 
without. 

The heads of the parifh begin to come, and 
others that were the moft- inveterate *, and one 
and all bear fuch plainnefs of fpeech, that gives 
hope of fruit in due feafon. Some that had fat 
long under the word to no profit, are awakened ; 
backfliders return to the Society, and a low de- 
gree of benevolence to the poor begins to appear. 
Vice hides its head with ftiame, and thofe that 
before made us their derifion, now fly at the' 
fiorht of us. 

Shoreham has long been the avcrfion and 
defire of the neighbourfng parifties. Such as 
loved righteoufnefs thought, that to live in 
Shoreham was all that could be defired, and 

would 
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would take any pains to fpend, if but a day with 
us : but the haters of religion (huniied it, and 
' cried, “ You will make us mad.” 

“ The reformation feen in fome of the mod 
notorious is talked of b)r many. The wicked 
begin to own that our defign mud be good, 
and, that the place ought to profit more by the 
pains that is taken with it. If any feem near 
^ their end, their ungodly friends inquire if they 

I are fit to die, and advife them to- turn Methodifts, 

[ as the bed thing for dying well : and fome 

[ who ^came into great trouble, fent with tears 

!• to beg our prayers. Such is the faving effi- 
cacy of Jefus; that where his name is preachedj 
: It diffufes grace to thofe who are far from God ; 

and they that feem not to regard, yet fhew 
they honor righteoufnefs, and learn to be afraid 
to die in fin. 

Out of three public-houfes, two receive 
us to pray in their families ! Many young 
children delight in hearing the word, and being 
privately indrucled. The fchools, one of boys, 
! the other of girls, have begun prayer, finging 

|: hymns, arid religious indrudlion. Indead of 

1 their former rudenefs to us, the children are in 

j great awe ; and thofe that can fcarce w'alk, 

delight to pay refpe6i.” Here the letter ab- 

I ruptly breaks off, which was doubtlefs intended to 
have contained other intereding and important 
® inteligence. But it contains enough to evince, that 

i there was a great work of God in Shoreham ♦, 

I ' that - Mr. Charles Perronet’s heart was wholly 
[ engaged in that work, while at the fame time 

, it demondiates his great humility, wdio, though 
he w'as the principal indrument, gives not the 
mod didant hint of it throughout * the whole 
M m 2 narrative. 
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narrative. Suffice it for a good man, that his 
record is on high, and that' his works are 
known to God ! 

It pleafed the Lord for a long time to ex- 
crcife this bleffed man with affli£fion, which 
rendered him incapable of public labour in the 
vineyard. Mr. Wefley remarks in his journal 
for 1775. Thurfday, Dec. 14, I returned to 
Canterbury, and had a long, converfation with 
that extraordinary man, Charles Perronet. — What 
a myftery. of Providence ! Why is fuch a Saint 
as this, buried alive by continual ficknefs ?” 

But though his bodily ftrength was much 
weakened by long affliction, yet his foul waxed 
Itronger and ftronger in the Lord ; and his com- 
munion and fellowflnp with the adorable Trinity 
increafed to fuch a degree, as it is believed very 
few had attained to in his day. The following 
letter, as it defcribes his walk with God at this 
fcafon, will, it is believed, be highly pleafing, 
and truly profitable to the pious reader. 

“ I. THE anfwer I gave you before was too 
concife for the importance of the fubjeCt. It 
is w^orthy of all our thoughts, demands all our 
time, and fliould be the w'hole purfuit of life, 
“ To know the only true God, and Jcfus Chrift, 
is eternal' life. He that redeemed us, hath pur- 
chafed the mod perfect grace for all that be- 
lieve : and with every other gift beflows him- 
felf. 

“ 2 Gifts, Graces, Manifeftations, are fmall 
things without God dwelling in us, and making 
all we receive to center in himfelf. The image 
of God is too divine for lefs than God to fa- 
tisfy its wants, or employ its large capacities. 
Our fall is too great to be repaired by any 
thing fhort of indwelling Deity. Nothing can 

' re ft ore 
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reftore the foul, but Jefus defcendlng as Lord 
of the foul, and actuating the graces he beftows*. 

1 “ 3. Our creation was the a£f of three Divine 
perfons in one undivided Jehovah. So is our 
Redemption : each undertakes a particular part 5 
each bellows his gifts and vouchfafes dilUn^l 
^ manifellations of the Godhead. Man had 

at lirll free ad million to God ; yet not with- 
'• out a mediator of Accefs. All we receive now» 

- is through a mediator of Atonement. Sin fe- 

parated from God only by a Mediator could 
favour be rellored. There is no Mediator with- 
out equality : Reftoration implies that equality ; 

' and equality proves the polfibility of reftoration. 

We are fent to the Lord Jefus: the Father 
I gives us to the Son. Thus we draw nigh to 

! God through Jefus Chrift. The Son reveals the 

I Father : thus we know God, enjoy his favour, 

U have free accefs, and become One in the be- 

I ginning. The whole is by the Father giving 

the Son to us, and bringing us to the Son. 

. j Jefus tranfa6ls all with 'God. And whatever 

he did on earth, or doth in heaven, is brought 
into the foul ; we die, rife, live with him, and 
his Spirit prays in us. 

j “ 4‘ lame will it be in Glory. But we are 

; firft with Chrift in Paradife. Then the Son 

' prefents us to the throne of his Father, where 

* we lliall behold his face for ever. 

[ “ Our fellowfnip is with the Father and his 

Son jefus Chrift. We equally adore the Eternal 
I Spirit ; apply to him, with the Father and Son, 

' for Grace, and receive peculiar maiilfellations 

from him. He blefles, fanclifies and reveals 
himfeif, in them that come unto God through 
Jefus Chrift. 

Mm3 Each 
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5. Each Divine Perfon vouchfafes to bear a 
peculiar relation to us, affumes a peculiar cha- 
racter, and a6ls a diftin£t part in our redemp- 
tion. God is undivided in his Eflence, but dif- | 

tinct in Perlbnality : and what in one part of | 

Scripture is inferibed to the undivided Godhead, | 

is in other parts aferibed feparately to each per- | 

fon. The Son fends forth Grace, which implies 1 



the whole of our Redemption, Pardon, and f 

Holinefs ; all purchafed favour. The Father ! 

Iheds abroad his Love, oppofiteto the wrath which I 

is due to dilbbedience. The Spirit vouchfafes i 

Communion, which through his agency we re- f 

ceive with the Father and Son. And this Com- ! 

munion is oppofed to feparation from ,God. 

“ 6. So in future Glory, God is eternally One ; 
but each Perfon will communicate a peculiar jl 

part of our joy. Yet, whether in this or the 
world to come, whatever is the a£f of one, is 
the a£t of the whole Trinity. The Son can 
do nothing of himfelf, becaufe of his perfect 
unity with the Father : and the Father and 

Spirit do whatever the Son doth, becaufe of 
an undivided elTence. 

“ 7. Under the old Covenant, God appeared 
diftant and more fevere : in the new he draws 
nigh, and is more benign. In the Old, God is 
moll fpoken of: in the new Chrift. In the 
former difpenfation, Chrift is peculiarly con- 
fidered as a Governor : in the latter, as an Ad- 
vocate and Atonement. This the apoftle has an 
eye to, when he ranges the General Aflembly. 

Firft, and remoteft from God, are the myriads of 
Angels ; then the Church of the firft-born, the 
Old Teftament faints who are nearer. Thefe 
he places before God as a Judge; laft the fpirits 
of juft men made perfebl, by the bringing in of 

a better 
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a better hope, the Gofpel-difpenfatlon. Thefe 
he gives to Jefus, as a Saviour, Mediator, and 
Sacrifice. Thus the order of the united hoft is 
preferved, and the climax raifed as high as it 
can go, God dying to redeem. 

« 8. It is undeniable, there is One fpoken of 
in the Old and New Teftament, called Jeho- 
vah of Sabbaoth ; and all that the moft High God 
is or doth is afcribed to him. It is certain 
he is defcribed as acting fubordinately, and at 
the will of another. And it is as certain there 
can be but one Jehovah, and that Jehovah can 
be no lefs than himfelf. Infinity admits of no 
degrees or multiplicity. It is One : it is Equa- 
lity : ^he leaft inferiority makes the diltance in- 
finite. But he that afcended, firft defcended. 

He defcended into the lower parts of the earth 
(a term for human conception) he came down 
from heaven : yet, as God, he was in heaven 
p while on earth. He came not to do his own 

i will. But the Divine Nature could do no other 
will ; nor be fent ; nor ferve *, nor be other than 
equal, undivided Jehovah. Therefore the na- 
ture fpoken of is the created exiftence of, him 
who is Jehovah, “ the beginning of the creation 
of God ; by whom God created all things ; 
who appeared to the fathers ; led Ifrael through 
the wilderuefs *, was manifefted in the flefh,” 
died, afcended, and will judge the world. 

“ 9. When I firft fought the Lord, I found no 
intercourfe open with him, though his Spirit 
daily changed my heart, and drew me from all 
outward things, to feek my all in Uncreated 
Good. The firft fix months I was refrelhed 
by various influences of grace, which drew me 
after heavenly things, but difcovered nothincr of 
him from whom they came. I was all defire, 

all • 
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all fervour ; and on the llretch for divine com- 
munications, as one dead to all below. Out- 
ward things could not allure me, becaufe I 
had renounced them, and devoted myfelf to the 
Love of Chrift. But it was not till after much 
joy and forrow, that 1 knew the mighty All, 
for whofe fake all was and is, the firft eter- 
nal fpring of all things, in whom they begin 
and end. 

“ I o. After this, I was three months in deep 
dillrefs, through the lofs of thofe meltings of 
heart, of that light and joy, and power to ap- 
proach God in prayer. Then Chrilt reftored 
the graces I had pofl'elled with double increafe, 
and the revelation of himfelf. The grace I re- 
ceived came now with Jefus Chrill himfelf in 
fo clear a manifeftation, that from what I daily 
experienced, I could have preached him to all 
the world. If I had never heard the name of 
Chrift, I could have declared him to be God 
and Man, and the Mediator between both. 

“II. Now I fought Grace i but Jefus above 
Grace, and all that could be imparted. What- 
ever help or ftrength I obtained, it feemed a 
fmall thing if he came not with what he be- 
llowed. The. Son of God was now my refuge 
from every ftorm ; my friend, my hiding place 
on all occafions. I talked with him ; he feemed 
to look upon me with precious frailes ; became 
my' delightful abode ; gave me promifes, and 
made all my exiftence glory in himfelf, fixing 
all my defires upon his Love, and the glorious 
difplay of his own perfon. I could relifli only 
Jefus ; to have been a moment with him, 
I would have given up all befides. I was 
fo engaged with Chrift, that the thought 
how he had been defpifed while on earth, 

drowmed 







MR. CHARLES PERRONET. 405 

drowned my eyes in tears : and the thought, 
that now he poflefled all fulneijs, fo fatished 
my largeft defines, that I had no choice, whe- 
ther to exHl or not : whatever was myfelf, was 
no more. It feemed to make no part of my 
Happinefs. All centered in Jefus, and him 
alone. 

“ 1 2. Before I experienced this, I had never 
known that prayer was offered up to Chrift, 
but only in his name. But now all my cry 
was to him, as he was the only perfon of the 

Godhead I beheld. At firft he difcovered him- 
felf as the Holy Lord, and Ruler over his Re- 
deemed : then as a Father of his adopted Chil- 
dren, a Friend, an intimate and eondefcending 
Companion : laft of all, as the Spoufe of his 
Church, of all Believers ; which charadfer ex- 
ceeded every other. Every manifeftation more 
abundantly knit my heart to himfelf, his word, 
and commandments. I could truly fay, “ How 
dear are thy counfels to me, oh God ! All my 
ftudy is in thy commandments.” 

“The Scripture difplays the relation God Hands 
in to his people, in a multitude of facred charac- 
ters. Some of thefe relate to this world ; fome 
to the other : but all prove diverfity of experince j 
and that one ftar differeth from another, both in 
grace and glory. 

“13. Juft after my uniting with the Methodifts> 
the Father was revealed to me ; and foon after, 
the whole Trinity : I beheld the diftindl Perfons 
of the G.odhead j and worfliipped one undi- 
vided Jehovah, and each perfon feparate- 
ly. After this, I often had .equal intercourfe with 
Chrift and with the Father : afterward, with i:he 
Spirit alfo. But after four years, my ufual Com- 

munioa 
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munlon was with Chrift only : though at times, 
with the Father likewife *, and not wholly with- 
out the Spirit. Of late 1 have found the fame 
accefs to the Triune God. When I approach 
Jefus, the Father and Spirit commune with me ; 
but not in the degree as before. Whatever 1 re- 
ceive now, centers in taking leave of Earth, and 
hafting to another place. 1 am as one that is no 
more. I ftand and look back on what God has 
done ^ his calls, helps, mercies, deUverances y 
and adore and devote myfelf wdth neW ardour. 

“ 1 4. In fpeaking of thefe things, it is hard to 
find utterance. And human w>^eaknefs, intermix- 
ing much of Imagination, caufes the Truth to be 
rejected. If it be alked, “ In w^hat manner I be- 
held the triune God?” I anfwer. It is above all' 
deferiptioh : it differs fo much from what is hu- 
man. Who can deferibe light, fo as to make him 
underftand that has never feen it ? And he that 
has thus feen God, can no more deferibe what ^ 

he has feen, than Ire that hath not. In two of ’ 

thefe Divine Interviews, the Father fpake, while 
1 was in agony of prayer for perfe6I conformity 
to himfelf j twice more, when 1 was in the depth 
of forrow ; and each time, in feripture words. 

“ 15. The manifedations of the Patriarchs were 
Outw'ard, and therefore admitted of being de- 
feribed. But whatT relate was not Outward: it 
was not any External Vi'fion r it was not what 
we commonly call Faith : it was not an imprtf- 
fion upon my mind, but different from alk While 
the foul is under the power of Faith,.The perfoii 
of Chrift is often prefented to the imagination. 

But what I I'ptak wps not this *, ratlier I fuppofe, 
it was a firnilitude of what is feen in Eternity. 

But ftill’^only a firnilitude : for while we are in 

the* 



t 



I , MR. CHARLES PERRONET. 407 

the body, all the operations of God’s Spirit are 
wrought upon our body and fpirit infeparably 
conjoined. We are now compofed of a material 
and immaterial part: and nothing can poflibly 
adb upon one, without alFe£fing both. But by 
and by we fhall be, for a feafon, pure Spirit : af- 
terwards joined to a fpiritual body, fo totally dif- 
ferent from this corruptible body, that what we 
! then perceive will be different from all we per- 

ceive now. 

« 16. It may be afked, ‘‘ Was the Appearance 
glorious ?” It was all divine : it was glory, I had 
no conception of : it was God. The fir ft time 

I I the Glory of him I faw, reached even to me : I . 

I was overwhelmed with it, body and foul, pene- 

i trated through with the rays of Deity. 

“ But was it light ?” It was not brightnefs, 
i more than darknefs. Our common acceptation 

I of Glory above, is that of fomething glittering, 

I and fomething that is our own. But here are 

two miftakes : i. We do not confider the dlfter- 
ence between this and the other world. To us, 
That Is excellent which is bright and fliining ; 
but what is excellent to them, is of a kind, which 
• hitherto we have no conception of. 2. We ima- 
gine Glory to be fomething that is our own 5 
whereas it is all things centering in God. Se- 
parate from him, there is nothing glorious : fpot- 
Icfs fouls would loath themfelves, and their grace 
* and glory, could it be poffeffed out ot God. But 
there, he is the firft and the laft, the mighty All. 
All things are by him, and all things are to 
him ; flowing back to their firft rife, and refti ng 
in him as their eternal Center. There the cla- 
mour of felf-feeking and felf-complacency ceafes, 

or 
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or it would not be Heaven. We only know, 
that God is : and he, being what he is, is our 
All. 

“ 1 7. In confequence of this, I could never reft 
In Grace abfent from God. After I had beheld 
him, nothing but his prefence could fuflice. 
This wrought in me much thankfulnefs, that the 
darknefs of the Mofaic Difpenfation is paft ; that 
the true light ftiines on us, and we are admitted 
within the veil, to fee what many prophets and 
righteous men could not. The feeble now exceed 
in communion with God, the chief under the 
old covenant: and the lead in the Gofpel State 
enjoy more of the Divine Nature, than the great- 
eft before Chrift came. It alfo caufed me to give 
up all thoughts of an Heaven, that was not God 
himfelf above all things, and all things in him : 
his prefence making the bleflednefs of the out- 
ward Manhon prepared for us. 

“ 1 8. Though it doth not appear what we fliall 
be, yet the things of earth are patterns of things, 
above. Whatever is-now, will be hereafter, only 
exifting in a diiTerent mode. And that which 
we were in our firft creation, the fame will re- 
main for ever. Man is compounded of botiy 
and foul ; and will be lb to eternity. He has 
now many faculties and capacities ; and fo he 
will have hereafter. And this diverfity of pow- 
ers, requires diverfity of employment. The out- 
ward man was formed for the outward things, 
which God difplayed in the creation. But all 
bleflednefs lies in union with his Spirit : here is 
the rife and center of all Pinjoyment, the Chan- 
nel through which all defcends, and what alone 
conftitutes Heaven. Whether on Earth or in 
Heaven, we berive nothing from God fcparate 

from 
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from himfelf : but by being one Spirit with him, 
we receive the Gift through union with the 
Giver. 

« 19. Our Underftanding rifes higher than the 
fenfes, contemplating the Works and the Attri- 
- butes of God. But the foul has capacities higher 
than this *, Capacities of admitting an immediaf/* 
intercourfe with God. Here, indeed, humal 
language fails. But, if I may be allowed the ex- 
preflion, this Part of the Soul cannot (loop to any 
thing lefs than Union with God. The Under- 
Handing, meantime, can rife no higher, than to 
contemplate his perfeaions : and the Senfes'can 
Tife no higher than to be employed in remote 
indirea participations of God, through thofe out- 
ward things which are fo many vehicles to con- 
vey the knowledge of God, by the manifeftatioa 
of his pov/er, wifdom, and goodnefs in thefe his 
lowed: works. 

1 /•' conceived from any thins 

• which has been faid. That the foul poiTeffes 

S God incommunicable Eflence, or enters into 

I that Union, by which the Three are One Te- 

hovah : or that through the grace of the Lord 
I Jefus, we partake of the Divine Nature in the 

■ fame manner that God exifts in himfelf. The 

former is the error of Jacob Behmen, and Mr. 
Law; the latter of fuch fpirituaJ writers as 
t Arndt. All that God is, is incommunicable and 
incomprehenfible. Therefore, we cannot partake 
^ the lead degree : no, nor conceive what it is. 

, Only It IS fomething divine, which bears a corref- 
pondence with the perfection of the divine na- 
ture. And our Redemption is a reftoration bv 
Leing united to Chrift, not as the Father and 
^>on are united, but as branches in a vine. 

‘*21. But 
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“ 2 1. But as we were made for externals as well 
as internals, and for intercourfe with creatures 
as well as the Creator, one alone does not com- 
plete our happinefs, without both : only this dif- 
ference : Immediate participation with God ex- 
ceeds what is received through the medium of 
creatures ; and himfelf dwelling in us is more 
than all outward difplays of his Divinity. 

“ 22. When Adam was formed, it was in the 
likenefs of God. Firft, A divine refemblance ‘of 
God in his natural and moral Perfe^lions. His 
fimilitude in the natural is the ground of it in his 
moral Perfections. Whatever Wifdom and 
Power is in God, we have fomething eorrefpond- 
ent therewith in ourfelves. Again : as Truth, 
Juftice, and Mercy are in God, fo there is the' 
fimilitude of them in us. What God really is, 
we have no direCt perce.ption of, and can receive 
no real communication of. But by looking into 
ourfelves, we know the fame muft be in God, only 
in a manner fuitable to his infinite nature, and 
infinitely .differing from ourfelves, in kind as well 
as in degree. 

“ Secondly, The Divine Image we were formed 
in, was tlie nature of the created exiftence of 
Chrill 5 as he is the beginning of the creation of 
God. We are not of the nature of angels ; but 
of Chrift in his finite exiftence. This made the 
Church capable of being his Spoufe. 

“ This image confifted, thirdly in man’s being 
the Vice-God, or head of the creation. Let 
them have dominion, faid God, over all the 
Earth. 

“ 23. Paradife was an early refemblance of the 
glorious place of God’s abode. Adam took pof- 
.y fellion of it, and was liet to drefs and keep the 

garden 
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garcfen. But as Paradife muft have been a large 
place, and as God’s Vice-gerent mull have had^ 
ho employ unfit for a divine ftation, his ofiice- 
mufi: have promoted, not hindered the dcfign, of 
his being created in the lilvenefs' of God. To- 
keep the garden was to preferve it in the order 
wherein God had planted it. To have made 
this the work of his hands ; would have been 
finking him into earth ; fomething like the toil 
allotted to him, after his tranfgreflion’. Neither 
could the hands of one man have dreffed fuch a 
garden : nor does it leem to have been a work^ 
that hands could have any part in‘. 

“ 24. Adamwaa endued with intuitive dlfccrn- 
ment. ^ Reafon was beneath him, and was the 
ferpent s prerogative; bearing the fanic propor- 
tion to Adam’s? knowledge, as groping in the 
dark does to walking in the clear light. By hi» 
authority he^ gave names to all creatures, and, 
by his intuitive difeernment, he fuited the name 
to fomething peculiar in the nature of each. . 

« 25. TheCreation feems to be hieroglyphical, 
pourtraying the Creator, All that which alFea. 
ed the outward lenfes, was emblematic of fome 
attribute of God, and a vehicle to convey a de-" 
lightful communication of it : fo that through 
the creatures the Creator was conveyed, and 
man made to center in God. 

? fupreme joy confided in dire£l inler- 

\ courfe with God : the next in contemplating his 
Excellencies-: the lowed, in what he beheld of 
fhe outward rnanifedation of God, or taded in 
I die hieroglyphic garden in converfe with Eve, 
3iid exercifing his office of ruling over the crea- 
tion. Fhefe completed his joy, and were the type 
of what he was to enjoy more perfeiSlly above. 

N n 2 a 27. Here 
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*« 27. Hereafter the foul is to enjoy the fiilncfs; 
of God, and to dwell in his immediate prefence, 
having abilities to contemplate his excellencies, 
and by means of the re furreOt ion-body, to enjoy 
the local Heaven, and the fellowlhip of the 
Saints. Thefe conjointly will complete the joy, 
wliich no one of them alone would do. 

“ 28. What the refurre£iion-body is, and what 
its capacities are, we know not. But we know' . ^ 
its powers will be amazing ; and thefe employ- 
ments equal and fuitable to them. And both- 
the body and all its offices are fubfervient to the 
foul’s receiving its full happinefs. 

“ The houfe not made with hands is all divine. 
The City “ has the glory of God, and her light 
is like a jafper ftone, clear as chryftal. The wall 
is of jafper, the city of pure gold.” The gates 
have angels for ever and ever attending on the 
favoured inhabitants : and each is faid to be 
made of one pearl, to ffiew that the work was 
beyond eftimation. God and the Lamb dwell in 
the city, and are the light and temple thereof. 
The light and walls are jafper, to which he that 
(itteth on the throne is compared. 'I'he light of 
the city enters not in, but flows out on thofe that 
are not holy enough to enter. Neverthelefs, 
they walk in the light of it, as the inhabitants of 
' its fuburbs. 

29. The fame may be faid of grace as of 
‘ glory. Many are fo engaged with outward 
things, that though they are fpiritually employed, 
yet their dwelling is not within the city, but in 
the diflant light of it. 1 long for better things 
for you : and with you to be engaged in fecuring 
to yourfelf a place, where God and the Lamb 
dwell for ever I 

«« 30. In 
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«'* 30. In the internal heaven is God the Spirit, 
Under theemolem of pure water; termed a river, 
for its abundance; proceeding, out of the Throne. 
The experiences of grace below, are from the 
Father and the Son^ And the enjoyment of 
glory will be from God and the Lamb, and from 
the Throne. A throne is the higheft glory of 
kings : and to reign is the higheft office, and the 
moft a(^ll;ive part of kingly greatnefs. This we 
fliail poflefs with Jefus, as codieirs of his king- 
dom For as one experience of grace, fo does 
one manifeftation of glory difter from another. 
And that which proceeds from the throne is the 
higheft that is communicable. This is from the 
Father and the Son, in glorious, eternal fellow- 
ihip, through the Spirit of one undivided Jeho- 
vah. rhere is. no curfe, but all is now as if 
God had never been offended : no fin, forrow, 
grave ; but the beatific vifion, and immediate^ 
accefs to it. 

“31. The Throne of God and the Lamb is in’ 
the city. So the place out of which the jiving 
waters iffue, is itfelf their abode. They fee his* 
face ; which implies accefs, and a nature capable' 
of knowledge, fellowfliip, and union; with* him* 
we behold. His name is on their foreheads ; his 
nature in their effence, and appearing in their 
countenance. On this is founded the poffeffion 
of all they enjoy. 

“ 32. in our ftate of probation, God was our 
center; yet not fo fully, but there were appetites 
as well as capacities for other things. In heaven 
he is fo our center, that there remains no appe- 
tite, no capacity for any thing but God ; there- 
fore no poffibility of falling : not that the place, 
makes us immutable, neither our holinefs : but 

N n 3 when- 
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when God engages his omnipotence on our be- 
half, that is our immutability. 

“33. Many are the hinderanees of our com- 
munion, at leall of our full communion with the 
Father and Son ; unobferved lloth, fecret un- 
faithfulnefs to the grace we have received : not 
perhaps doing what God forbids, but omitting to 
do what he requires. Hereby a dying infenfibi^ 
lity deals upon us, and our garment is dedroyed 
before we find it is hurt. It is hurt by our not 
prefiing near, but being content to live at a 
didance from God : by our cealing to watch ^ 
or to drive by our thruding away the crofs, or 
negleffing to bring forth fruit meet for repent- 
ance. If we fall we do not rife indantly, and 
fly to be reconciled to the Son. When his wrath 
is kindled but a little, then we might draw near^ 
but we keep off, till our heart is hardened. 

“ 34. Some lofe all their communion with God 
at once ; but mod by flow degrees. They do 
not add the graces of the gofpel to faith, and fo 
gradually lofe their fpiritual flght, forgetting that 
the defign of grace is to purify nature, and that 
all is vanity but the love of Jefus. Hence they 
indulge themfelves in the common thingaof life, 
as food and drefs. They allow themfelves all 
they like, add only facrifice the offals to God. 
Can thefe retain communion with him ? How- 
few will make themfelves poor with Chrid, and 
lhare poverty with his members ? So God can- 
not deal bountifully with them, becaufe they 
are draitened in their own bowels. 

“ 35 Other hinderanees are ; we do not humble 
ourfelves as little children. We do not bear, 
yea, in a fenfe, fubmit to the froward, giving 

place 
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place unto wrath* We do not ftudy to improve 
by the daily crofs ; we do not fee the need and 
the ufe of it. 

We do not behave to thofe under us with 
proper mildnefs, and as confidering the greateft 
among us is to be leaft. Wc do not fee the 
good of being of no reputation, of being defpifed 
and reje£led of men. Nay, perhaps there is a 
grofler hinderance.. We are not exactly tempe- 
rate. Even in the advanced ftages of grace, this 
may be the cafe. When nature is decayed by 
age or trials, then w^e endeavour to repair it by 
drink. Nay, let Chrift be our cordial. Be con- 
tent with him, and let him do what feemeth him 

much led by divine impreflions in lleep. Some 
w'arned me of temptation or fm ; fome of ap- 
proaching afflid^ion : others quickened me in the 
way, or comforted me through hope of feeing the 
promifes fulfilled. When my experience was 
leaft, 1 had moft of thefe ; ^ but they were never 
wholly withdrawn. 

« I feemed in my fleep to be often with Chrift. 
I carried him an infant in my arms. I heard 
him fpeak. I walked with him, and faw him 
work miracles. I helped to fupport him in his 
agony : faw him crucified, and was crucified 
with him. i faw the approaches of the laft day, 
and waited the trumpet’s found. Another time 
we all ftood before Jefus. I cried in an agony to 
be made fit. I was made fo, and rejoiced. 

“37. In September, 1761 , 1 returned from the 
Weft to Brentford. One for whom I had been 
forrowing for years, had greatly finned in that 

place ; 
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place ; and I knew it not. I dreamed, and faw 
a glorious building. None might enter into it 
that were not holy. At my ftrlt going in, 1 law 
many looking one way, and attending to one thing, 
I looked the fame way, and faw our Lord fur- 
tounded by a fmaller company. I went near ; 
but there was a partition that encircled them, and* 
none might go in that had not on white robes. 
Chrill Jefus was fpeaking. I got near him, and 
alked, “ Where 1 was to be He pointed near 
to his feet. Immediately a door opened, and a 
white robe covered me. I w^ent in and fell at 
his feet ; and in an agony of prayer for that 
man, awoke. 

“ 38. Now feek ye the Lord ! And all ye that 
love him, fee that ye hate the thing that is evil. 
All that have communion with him, follow rlgh- 
teoufnefs : ye that are Jefus’s (heep, hear his 
voice ! He calls you to die with him, to rife, 
and to live for ever ! O, let us devote body and 
foul to him ! And let us part from all that is un- 
like the Refurre£lion-life of both the outward 
and inward man I Be willing to fufFer, that ye 
may ♦eign ; and patiently overcome, that ye 
may inherit ail things. 

“CHARLES PERRONET.” 
Shoreham, May 1772. 

We {hall not wonder to hear that a man of 
fueh deep acquaintance with God, and of fueh 
entire devotednefs to his fervice, {hould make 
a glorious and triumphant end. “ Mark the 
perfe£f man, and behold the upright ; for the 
end of that^-jnan is peace.” 

The 
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The Rev. Mr. Perronet, his venerable father, ^ 
fays, “ My dear Charles, after wearing out a 
weakly conftitution, in the moft unwearied en- 
deavours to bring many to Chrift, breathed out 
his pious foul in thofe remarkable words of his 
dear Lord, “ Father, into thy hands 1 commend 
« my fpirit.” May all he has left behind, follow 

on through grace to glory !” r . j t r 

But the following account of the deatlr of 

this good man (though as he calls it, imperfedf) 
is given by Mr. Charles Boone. He fays, “ I 
arrived here (Canterbury) juft time enough to 
attend the funeral of our dear friend, Mr. Char- 
les Perronet, who died on Monday, Auguft I2, 
iyy6, about feven o’^clock in the morning. 

“ It may afford matter of joy to many,^ to 
give a little account of his experience fome time 
before his departure. It is well known that ho 
had been long fubje£l to great affti£lion but 
his affliaions increafed with his years. In April 
laft, God laid his hand forely upon him, and 
caufed him to pafs through the fire of a burn- 
ing fever. 'I'his left him very little ufe of his 
limbs, and in a very weak ftate of body. But 
the ftrength and vigour of his foul, were fuc« 
as I never faw before. All his expreflions were 
thofe of a foul loft and fwallowed up in God. 
Oft have 1 fat with pleafure and aftonilhment 
to hear him repeat what God had done for his 
foul. He often told me, ‘ This aflliaion is the 
be ft I ever had. God has revealed to me his 
power, his love, and excellence, in fo great a 
meafure, that no tongue is able to exprefs^ it. 
He then broke out into fuch glorious defcriptions 
of the worth, the merit, the precioufnefs of 
Chrift, as I never heard before. He frequently 

repeated. 
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Jepeafed, f 1 have uninterrupted fellowflitp with 
God ; and Chrilt is all, and in all, to me.* A 
variety of equally ftrong exprellions were conti- 
nually dropping from hi-s lips. He was a living 
and dying witnefs of the blefled dodrine he 
always defended, I mean^ entire Sandificationv 
About a week before he died, he told feveral 
friends, (and among the' relf his brother, Mr.^ 
Edward Perronet) that God had given him an 
entire new' nature j. that he felt nothing contrary 
to the will- of God, nothing contrary to holinefs. 
‘ God (faid he) has purged me from all- my drofs>. 
— all is done away : 1 am all love !’* 

A particular friend alked him, ^ How wat 
this work wrought in you ?* He replied, ‘ Y oa 
know God has long been at w'ork with me in a 
peculiar way, but the work I am now Ipeaking 
of was wrought in one moment. I was pouring, 
out my foul to God, that he would give me a 
full meetnels for himfelf. He anfwered my re- 
queft, and gave what I defired.” From that 
moment he lived, he fpoke, he appeared as in 
eternity. And it was remarkable that though’ 
he fufiered much in life, he fuffered nothing in 
death. As he was eafy the day before he died, 
lb he w'as the morning before lie departed. He 
changed in a moment, ami had juft time to fay,. 
• I am dying : into thy liands, O Lord, I com., 
mend my fpirit.* 

HLS EPITAPH. 

Here lies, wlio late a living err;blem lay 
Of human grt-atmfs in a ttnt of c.ay j 
A pilgrim, wancieri.ig throuj;h tli;s deiart, wi'cH 
Weak as a ret-d, and htif le a*> a child : 

Wliofe flrenguien’d arm by fairh to yield, 

©tt foil’d Che tc nptc.vand maiman.’d the fidd. 

' Ifv 
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In wars without, in warring fears within, 

He conquer’d terror, as he conquer’d fin ; 

Look’d from himfelf to Him, whofe potent breath 
Can light up darknefs, or extinguifli death ; 

Part from his eye deftrudfion on the foe. 

And make hell tremble as Ihc hears the blow 
He look’d, and found what all who look receive 
Strength to refift and virtue to believe; 

IVIeck to endure and fufiier from his God 
T he tender chall*nings of a Father’s rod : 

While thus corredlcd, as by pain refin’d. 

His fpirit groan’d to leave its drofs behind : 

The drofs is left — no moic his fpirit mourns, 

But fpreads her wings and to her Ark returns: 
Great Ark of reft — the sufferer’s bright abode ^ 
TliC Arms of Jisus, and the Ark of God. 
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Mr. Thomas Olivers. 




In a Letter to tJoe Rev. Air. ‘John TfTeJley, 



I WAS born at a village, called Tregonan, iii 
Montgomeryfliire, in 1725. My father died 
in December 1729. My mother was fo afflicted 
on account of his death, that (he died of a bro- 
ken heart in March following j leaving me and 
another fon, not two years old, behind her. My 
mother’s father, Mr. Richard Humphries, took 
care of my brother, and, when he died, left 
him to the care of his eldeft fon. 

My father’s uncle, a man of property, took 
care of me while he lived ; and when he died, 
left me a fmall fortune , ordering in his will, 
that the intereft of it ihould be employed in 
bringing me up, and that I fhould receive the 
principal when I came of age. 

The 
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The perfon to wliofe care he left me, was, 
Mrs. JElizabeth Tudor, eldeft daughter to his 
fon-in-law, Mr. Thomas Tudor, an eminent far- 
mer, in the parifh of Fordon, in the fame coun- 
ty. And as (lie was unmarried, flie committed 
me to her father’s care, in whofe houfe I was 
boarded till I was eighteen years of age. 

As foon as I was capable, I was fent to fchool, 
where I received fuch learning as was thought 
neceflary. And as to religion, I was taught to 
fay my prayers, morning and evening ; to repeat 
my catechifm *, to fing pfalms ; and to go to 
church, in general, twice every fabbath-day. 

But my carnal mind foon difeovered itfelf, by 
prompting me, not only to a great variety of 
childiih _follies, but alfo to a multitude of hei- 
nous fins ; particularly lying, and taking the 
name of God in vain. In thefe I was confirmed 
by the examples of all about me : for, with grief 
I mention it, I knew not fo much as a fingle 
perfon, (except an old man or two, whom we 
all fuppofed to be crazy) who made any fcruple 
of thefe, or of various other acts of wickednefs. 
There was one man in the parifti who exceeded 
all the rell in curfing, fw'earing, and horrid blaf- 
phemies. This hellilh art he ftudied with all 
his might. His cultoni was to compound' twenty 
or thirty different expreffions, to make one long 
and horrid oath ! I never heard of any telling 
him he did wrong ; but many laughed at him, 
and admired his clevernefs : and fome even drove 



to imitate him. Among the red, 1 was one ; 
and fo apt a fchohtr was I, in thefe diabolical 
pracllces, that, before I was fifteen years of age, 
1 vied with my infernal indruOor. 80 that on 



this, and on various other accounts, I was gc- 
O o , nerally 
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nerally reckoned the vvorft boy who had been ii4 
thole parts, for the laft twenty or thirty years. 

At eighteen years of age 1 was bound appren- 
tice : but by this time I was become fo idle, that 
1 did not half learn my bufinefs. Dancing and 
keeping company, engrofled my whole foul ; and * 
was it not for fome fmall reftraints, they would 
have employed my whole time. Accordingly, 
the very nrft day I was at full liberty, I gave 
fcope to my inclinations to fuch a degree, that, 
out of fixteen nights and days, I was fifteen of 
them without ever being in bed. 

For four or five years, 1 was greatly entangled 
with a farmer’s daughter, whofe filler was mar- 
ried to Sir 1. P, of N — wt — n, in the county,. 
What 

“ Strange reverfe of human fates 

For one filler w’as wooed by, and married to a 
baronet, wdio was elleemed one of the finell men 
in the country. When flie died, Sir I. w^as al- 
moll dillradled. Prefently after her funeral, he 
publillied an elegy on her of a thoufand verfes ! 
For fome time he daily vifited her in her vault, 
and at iall took her up, and kept her in his bed- 
chamber for feveral years. 

On the other hand, her filler, who was but 
little inferior in perfon, fell into the hands of a 
moR Infignificant young man, who was a means 
of driving her almoll to an untimely end. I 
cannot omit giving fome intimation of this par- 
ticular, feeing it is that which lay heavieft on my 
mind, both before and after my converfion ; and 
wi'iich, to this day, I remember with peculiar 
iharae and forrow. However, God, who often 

' brings 
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brings good out of evil, made it a means (though 
a remote one) of my converfion. 

For fuch was the clamour of the people, and 
the uneafinefs of my own mind, that I deter- 
mined to leave the country. Accordingly I fet 
off, for Shrewfbury. Here I continued for fome 
time 5 and among various things which I have 
much real'on to be afhamed of, I went one night 
to the Methodift meeting, and, out of mere 
wantonnefs, made ufe of fome very indecent 
language as 1 came out. From .Shrewfbury, £ 
went into a country village, about three miles 
from the town. Ffere 1 was greatly reduced in 
my circumdances : my confcience alfo flared me 
dreadfully in the face, as it had frequently done 
on many former occafions. I thought, 1 live 4 
moft wretched life ! If I do not repent and for- 
fake my fins, I fhall certainly be damned : I wilh 
I could repent and forfake them : if I could but 
hate them, as well as 1 love them, I fhould then 
be able to lay them afide j but till then 1 defpair 
of doing it. For I have always gone to church $ 
I have frequently prayed and refolvcd againft my 
evil praclices ; and yet I cannot leave them. I 
then thought, I will receive the facrament, and 
try what that will do. Accordingly, I borrowed 
a Week’s Preparation, and went through it regu- 
larly, reading on my knees the meditations and 
prayers for each day. On Sunday I went to the 
Lord’s table, and fpent the following week in 
going over the feebnd part of the book, in the 
fame manner 1 had done the firfl. For this fort- 
night I kept tolerably clear of fin : but when it 
was over, 1 returned the book with many thanks, 
and then returned to my former practices. 

Oo,2 From 
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From hence I went to Wrexham. I had not 
been here long, before I was taken ill of a vio- 
lent fever, of which moft people expected me to 
die. As it was known, that I had little or no 
money, a Methodift (Mr. John Memis, now Dr. 
Memis of Aberdeen, who w’as then a journey- 
man to an apothecary in the town) vifited me. 
without fee or reward •, and I believe, under 
God, faved my life. 

When I was got out of danger, 1 found great 
thankfulnefs to God for fparing me. And as 
foon as I was able I went to church twice every 
day, and read books of devotion at home ; and 
frequently wept bitterly over what I read or 
heard : for 1 faw very clearly, that if I had died 
at that time, 1 (hould certainly have gone to hell. 

I therefore again refolved to forfake my fins, and 
to become a new man. 

But before 1 was fully- recoveretl, my refolu- 
tions vanifiied away, and I returned to my for- 
mer practices. Accordingly, being one day at 
the houfe of one Mr. Jones, who was then a 
Methodift, I fwore by my Maker ! hir. J. faid, 
“ Young man, what pity is it that you, who are 
“ fo lately brought back from the borders of the 

grave, fliould already curfe and fwcar !” I 
bowed, and thanked him for his feafonable re- 
proof, and efteemed him ever after. Several 
nmes 1 followed him to and from the church ; 
liilv-ning, with great attention, to what paftljd 
about religion between him and others. At laft 
I got him by liimfelf, and alked him many quef- 
tioMS concerning the way to heaven. When wc 
came near his houfe, 1 afked. How do you in- 
tend to fpend the remainder of this fahhath 
He anfwcred, In reading, meditation, prayer, 

“ and 
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«< and Tinging of hymns and pfalms.” When 
he was gone a little way from me, I turned about 
to look at him, and thought, This is an odd 
man indeed ! Idoweverj 1 wifli I was like him , 
but, at prefent, 1 cannot fpend my fabbaths 
without mirth and pleafure. I therefore gave up 
my acquaintance with him, and foon became as 
wicked as ever. 

Not long after, a young man and I, after 
committing an a<^ of arch-villainy, agreed to 
leave the country together. Accordingly, we 
fet off about one in the morning •, he leaving his 
appreiiticediip, and 1 feveral debts, behind us. 
About one o’clock the next day we got to Shrewf- 
bury. While we were in the public- houfe, my 
companion began to curfe and fwear at a Welch 
Methodid, who fat quietly in the chimney cor- 
ner. On this 1 curfed my companion, and faid, f 
What is that to you, fuppofe he be a Methodifl? 
The poor man is quiet, and does not affront us ; 
therefore you are a Icoundrel for affronting him. 

The next day we got to Bridgenorth, and put 
up at a public-houfe, the landlady of which was 
a Methodift *, which we foon difeovered by her 
converlation. W^e winked at each other, put on 
very grave looks, and aiked, if there were any 
more Method ills in that town ? She anfwered, 

“ I thank God there are a few.” We continued 
our afTcQed gravity all that evening, and the 
nexX morning, while we v\ere in her houle. But 
when we were got a little w^ay out of town, we 
laughed, and held our Tides, and curfed and 
fwore till we wTre quite weary j becaufc fhe 
thanked God, that there were fuch wretches in 
the town ! 

O o 3 After 
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After fome days we got to Briftol. I had not 
been long in that city, before I went to lodge 
‘with one who had been a Methodift *, but was 
now, at times, a flave to drunkennefs. His wife 
too had once been a religious woman ; but was 
now eaten up with the cares oflhe world. There 
was alio a lukewarm Moravian in the houfe. 
With thele I had various difputes, particularly 
about ele^ion ; which I could never believe. 
One clay the Moravian and 1 quarrelled fo high- 
ly, that he llruck me ; and as he was a tall, 
lufty man, I knew I fliould have no chance in 
fighting him. However, for a whole hour, I 
turfed and fwore in fuch a manner as I never 
heard before or fince. Indeed, fuch a habit of 
horrid fwearing had I acquired, that though 1 
faw it was dreadfully wrong, and, at times, 
wdlhed and laboured to break it off j yet, on the 
fmalleft occafion, 1 was carried away, as by a 
mighty torrent : yea, I daily and hourly did it 
without any provocation at all ; and frequently 
not knowing what I did. The poor, drunken 
apollate was often fo fhocked, that one time he 
faid, << I wifh you were out of my houfe j for 
you are fuch a horrid fwearer, 1 cannot bear 
you.” 

As I was going along one night, I met a mul- 
titude of people, and afked one of them, where 
they had been. She anfwered, To hear Mr. 
Whitefield.” She alfo told me. He was to preach 
the next night. I thought, I have often heard of 
Mr. Whitefield, and have fung fongs about him ; 
I will go and hear what he has to fay. Accord- 
ingly, I w'cnt the next evening, but was too late. 
The following evening 1 w’as determined to be 
in time j accordingly 1 went near three hours 

before 
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before the time. When the fervice began, I did 
little but look about me ; but on feeing the tears 
trickle down the cheeks of fome who Hood near 
me, I became more attentive. 

The text was, “ Is not this a brand plucked 
out of the fire ?” When this fermon began, I 
was certainly a dreadful enemy to God, and to 
all that is good ; and one of the moft profligate 
and abandoned young men living : but by the 
time it was ended, [ was become a new crea- 
ture : for, in the firft place, I was deeply con- 
vinced of the great goodnefs of God towards me 
all my life ; particularly, in that he had given 
his Son to die for me. 1 had alfo a far clearer 
view of all my fins *, particularly, my bafe ingra- 
titude towards him. Thefe difeoveries quite 
broke my heart, and caufed (bowers of tears to 
trickle down my cheeks. I was likewife filled 
with an utter abhorrence of my evil ways, and 
was much afliamed that ever I had walked in 
them. And as my heart was thus turned from all 
evil, fo it was powerfully inclined to all that is 
good. It is not eafy to exprefs what ftrong de- 
fires I had for God and his fervice ; and what 
refolutions I had to feek and fefve him in fu- 
ture in confequence of which, I broke off all 
my evil pra£Hces, and forfook all my wicked and 
foolifh companions, without delay *, and gave 
myfelf up to God and his fervice with my whole 
heart O, what reafon have I to fay, Is not 
this a brand plucked out of the fire ?” 




When I returned to my lodgings, the people 
faw that fomething had befallen me, but could 
not imagine what it was. They were greatly 
aftonifhed the following days, on feeing me weep 
almofl; inceflantly. They firft judged that I had 

loft 
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loft fome near relation : but when I told them I 
had not, they judged it to be (bine difappoint- 
ment in love. At laft they found, it was a con- 
cern for religion which fo deeply afftdled me. 
When they put it to me, 1 frankly told them the 
whole matter : and, though the beft of them 
was but half-hearted in religion, yet they all re- 
joiced at the mighty change they faw in me. 

The firft Sunday after I was awakened, I went 
to the cathedral at fix in the morning. When 
the Te Deum was read, I felt as if I had done 
with earth, and was praiftng God before his 
throne ! No words can fet forth the joy, the 
rapture, the awe and reverence I felt. At eight 
I went to hear Mr. Whitcfield : at ten I went to 
Chrilt-Church. When the invitation to the Lord’s 
Supper, which was to be adminiftered the next 
Sunday, was read, it pierced my very heart, and 
caufed me to weep bitterly : at the fame time I 
determined, at all events, to partake of it. I 
went to church again at two in the afternoon : at 
five I again heard Mr. Whitefieid, and concluded 
the public Worlhip of that day at an Anabap- 
tift-meeting. Thus though I had fpent the 
whole Friday before in the works of the devil ; 
now, partly by hearing the w^ord, and partly by 
reading, meditation, and abundance of private 
prayer, I fpent the whole of this day in abts of 
moil fervent devotion. 

The next day I bought a Week’s preparation, 
which for a long time I read on my knees, both 
by day and by night. This and the Bible were 
far more precious to me than rubies ; and God 
only knows how often I bedewed them with my 
tears : cfpecially thofe parts of them which fpake 
of the love or fufferings of Chrift. 

As 
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As to fecret prayer I was for feme time, 
almoft continually on my knees. By this means 
I fooi> grew lame on one knee,' and went about 
limping ; in a (hort time my other knee failed, 
fo that it was with difficulty I walked at all. 
And fo earned was I, that I ufed by the hour to- 
gether, to wrdlle, with all the might of my 
body and foul, till I almoft expelled to die oh 
the fpot. What, with bitter cries (unheard by 
any but God and myfelf) together with torrents 
of tears, which were almoft continually trickling 
down my cheeks, my throat was often dried up, 
as David favs, and my eyes literally failed, 
while I waited for God. 

As 1 had juft before been fo notorioufly 
abandoned, none of my carnal acquaintance had 
much objedion to my reformation : only fome 
of them thought I carried matters too far. 
One faid, “ You may repent of your fins, with- 
“ out fo much weeping, and without walking 

the ftreets with your hat flouched about your 
“ ears.” The young man who came with rne 
from Wrexham, lay near my heart. When- 
ever he came in my way, I ufed to reafon 
with him about the neceffity of repentance. 
I would entreat him with all the love and 
tendernefs my foul was capable of ; and while 
I was doing it, I fometimes feemed as if I 
could weep my life away over him : but though 
he took it in good. part, I could not prevail on 
him to leave his fins, and to walk with me 
in the way to heaven. 

The love I had for Mr. Whitefield was in- 
expreffible. I ufed to follow him as he walked 
tlie ftreets, and could fcarce refrain from kiffi- 
ing the very prints of his feet. And as to the 




I ^ — 






iim 




peo|>le of God, I denrly loved to be with therrr, 
and wiined to be a member of tlieir fociety ; but 
knew not how to accomplrih it : at lait I veiir 
tured to mention it to one, of Mr. Whitefield’s 
preachers ; but he difeouraged me ; and there- 
fore i was obhgeil to give it up. 

After tliree or four months 1 left Brido!, and 
went to Bradford m Wikfhire. As 1 went, I fell 
in company with iome who were going thither, 
and alked if there were any Methodifts in Brad- 
ford ? and on their telling me there v/ere, 1 re- 
joiced exceedingly. When I had got to Brad- 
ford, I fcon found ont the place of preaching, 
and embraced the firft opportunity of hearing 
the word j and fo conftant was I therein, that 
for two years, I believe, I did not omit a finglc 
fermon, either late or early. I alfo heard with 
deep attention j and, in general, with many- 
tear». And this I did, wherever I heard the 
word preached, whether at church, or elfcwhere. 

As to the people of God in this place, 1 loved 
them as dearly as I did thofe I had left in Briflol ; 
and longed to be united with them in Chrlftiaii 
fellowfhip, but knew not how. When the pub- 
lic preaching was over on a Sunday evening, 
and f, along with the multitude, was flmt out 
from the Society, I ufed to go into tl>e field at 
the back of the preaching-houfe, and lillcn while 
they fang the praifes of God. I would then 
weep bitterly at the thought, That God’s people 
were there, praifing his name together, while 1, 
a poor and wretciied fugitive, was- not permitted 
to be among them. I would then look upon the 
houfe and think, Under tiiat blellcd roof, the 
fervants ot God are now aiTembled : but 1 alas, 
a fooliih virgin, am Ihut out ! aiul then 1 would 

- weep 
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weep again, as if my heart would burft within 
me. When they came out, 1 have often followed 
at a fmall dilfance, thofe of them I thought moft 
in earneft ; particularly the preacher and his 
company, that I might hear fomething further 
concerning the ways of God. 1 often followed 
them near two miles, and then returned praiGng 
God, and meditating on what I had heard. 

After fome time, I was taken notice of by 
fome of the principal members of the fociety, 
who defired fome young men to enquire who I 
was. They did fo *, and alfo alked me if I defired 
to join the fociety. My heart leaped for joy on 
hearing that ; and I told them I (hould be ex- 
ceeding glad to do It. They then took me to 
the preacher, who gave me a note of admittance, 
which I received with great thankful nefs. As I 
returned boi'ne, juft as I came to the bottom of 
the hill, at the entrance of the towm, a ray of 
light, refembling the Ihining of a ftar, defcended 
through a fmall opening in the heavens, and 
inftantaneoufly (fhone upon me. In that inftant 
my burden fell off, and I was fo elevated, that 
I felt as if I could literally fly away to heaven. 
■This was the more furprifing to me, as I had 
always been (wdiat I ftill am) fo prejudiced in 
favour of rational religion, as not to regard vifions 
or revelations, perhaps, fo much as I ought to 
do. But this light was fo clear, and the fweet- 
nefs and other effedls attending it were fo great, 
that though it happened about twenty-feveii years 
ago, the feveral circumftances thereof arc as 
frefh on my remembrance, as if they had hap- 
pened but y’efterday. 

I now thought rhvfelf happy, as I had got 
among the people of God, and had received fuch 
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a token of his favour. But thefe things were fo 
far from making me fecure" or carelefs, that they 
ftirred me up to greater diligence in all the works 
of God. For now, partly by the public preach- 
ing, partly by the various exhortations I received 
in the Society, and partly by converfing with the 
people in private, I received more light, and my 
confcience grew more abundantly tender. There- 
fore, in my adfions, 1 could hot do an ahl of 
injuft ice, no, not to the value of a pin ! or in 
any inftance do to another, what I would not he 
(hould do unto me. In my words, I could not 
mention the name of God, but when it -was 
necefliiry ; nor even then, but with deep awe 
and reverence : and as to jefting and foolifli talk- 
ing, mentioning the faults of an abfent perfon, 
talking of worldly things on the Lord’s Day, 
thefe 1 abftained from with all my might. As 
to my thoughts, intentions, and defires, my 
conftant enquiry was. Is this thought, intention, 
or defire, to the glory of God ? If 1 found it 
w'as not, 1 durft not indulge it. In eating and 
drinking, I took care to do it to the glory of 
God : to this end I received my daily food, 

nearly in the fame manner as I did the body 
and blood of Chrift. As to mental prayer, I 
ufed it daily and hourly : and for one while, my 
rule was, to employ five minutes out of every 
quarter of an hour therein. I alfo made it mat- 
ter of cojifcience to examine myfelf daily ; and to 
humble myfelf before God., for every thing I faw 
or-feared had been amifs ; upon the whole, I 
truly lived by faith. 1 faw God in every thing : 
the heavens, tlie earth, and all therein, ftiewed 
me fomething of him ; yea, even from a drop 
of water, a blade of grafs or a grain of fand, 
1 often received iiiftru(Stion. 
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As a member of the Society, I was careful 
not only to receive flrength from theni, but alfo 
to ftir them up to greater diligence. Among 
other things, I ufed to run over a great part of 
the town, to call them up to the morning 
preaching. If 1 found any of them guilty of 
evil-fpeaking, or of mentioning nev/s, or world- 
ly bufmefs -on the fabbath, or of ufclefs conver- 
fation, I always gave them a very ferious and 
•loving reproof ; at the fime time advifmg them to 
be more watchful for the time to come. If 
1 heard tiie people of the world fwear, or take 
the name of God in vain, I always made it 
matter of confcience to reprove them lovingly 
and earneftly, and in the moft unexception- 
able language 1 could ufe. 

But notwithftanding what God had done for 
me, on the one hand, and all that 1 had done 
on the other, I was ftili liable to doubt of the fa- 
vour of God. Early one morning, as I read in 
the Pilgrim’s Progrefs concerning the happy 
death of Chrillian, I wept more bitterly, for fear 
my latter-end would not be like his. 1 continued 
weeping for hx or feven hours. At laft my 
doubt turned into defpair : I imagined that there 
M^as no mercy for me ! That Chrilf died for all 
but me. I then wept more bitterly, and wiflied 

O, that i had been any body elfe, then there 
would have been mercy for me I” At laft I 
began to murmur againft God; and I * was 
tempted to fpeak and think blafphemoully of 
him, and to relolve to pray no more. But 
going into my chamber, and feeing a New Tefta- 
ment lie in the window, « I thought, 1 will open 
•:t, and perhaps I ftiall fee fomething that will 
do me good.” 1 took it up, but inftamly threw 

it 
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it down again, for fear of meeting with fome- 
tbing that would aggravate, rather than remove, 
my defpair. However 1 at laft ventured to take 
it up •, and on opening it, call my eyes on thofe 
words of St. Paul, “ Who will have all men to 
be faved, and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. For there is one God, and one Mediator 
— who gave himfelf a ranfom for all, to be 
teftified in due time.” This (truck me exceed- 
ingly ; on’w'hich I reafoned thus : ‘‘ Will God 
have all men to be faved ? then I am not ex- 
cluded. Did Chrift give himfelf for all ? then 
he gave himfelf for me. And is he to be 
teftified in due time ^ then I believe that in due 
time he wall again reveal himfelf to me.” But 
w hat ftruck me mod of all were thofe words in 
the following verfe : “ I wfill, therefore, that men 
pray every w'-here, lifting up holy hands, without 
wrath or doubting.” 'i'hefe words tore up by 
the roots, my temptation to pray no more ; to be 
wn'athful againft God j and to doubt of his 
mercy. I therefore fell on my knees before him, 
and prayed and wept in earnelt, and rofe up 
much afliamed of my unbelief, and greatly en- 
couraged to hope in his mercy. Some time 
after, when I was got into doubts and fears, I 
opened my Teft ament on thefe words : Where- 

fore gird up the loins of -your mind, be fober, 
and hope to the end, for the grace which is to 
be brought in unto you at the revelation of Jefus 
Chrift.” I laid fall hold on thofe words — “ the 
grace which Is to be brought in.” From this 
time I fully believed, that all the grace I wanted 
would be brought in unto me. It was not 
long after this, that I heard Mr. William Roberts 
preach, when he llrongly exhorted us to believe, 

and 
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and to venture on the mercy of God. In that 
inllant 1 did lay hold ; I did venture to believe 
more fully than ever 1 had done before, and fear 
and forrow fled away. 

From my firft awakening, I had a great de- 
fire to tell the vi'orld, what God had done for 
my foul. And as I grew more experienced, 
this defire grew llrongcr and Itronger. At laft, 
I thought 1 was called to preach : this I com- 
municated to the young men that met in the 
band with me. They propofed a day of folemii 
. • fafting on the occalion : v/hich we accordingly 
kept. Tlicy then advifed me to make a trial ; I 
did io ; and many approved my gifts ; but others 
thought I ought to be more eltabliflied. Indeed, 
it was often faid, that 1 was too earneft to hold 
it long : and inftances were produced, of fome 
who had been exceeding earnelt for a feafon, but 
afterwards fell away. At the time 1 began to 
preach, my cuflom was, to get all my worldly 
bufinefs done, myfelf cleaned, and all my Sun- 
day’s apparel put out on Saturday night ; which, 
fometimes, I could not accomplifh before twelve 
o’clock. After this I frequently fat up till one 
or two in the morning, reading, praying, and ex-< 
amining myfelf ; and have often rofe at four, 
but never later than five o’clock, and gone tw^o 
miles into the country, through all weathers, to 
rneet a few poor people, from fix to feven. By 
eight I returned to hear the preaching. I have 
then gone feven miles, on foot, to preach at one : 
then three or four miles further to preach at 
five; and, after all, have had five or fix miles 
more to walk, before 1 got home. And, as in 
every th?ng I did, I put forth all my ftrength, 
I have been often fo wearied, that I could fcarcc 
P p 2 get 
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g€t over a ftile ; or, when I got home, go up- 
into my chamber, to afk a blefling on the la- 
bours of the day : indeed, before I began to 
preach, I was fo earneft in all a£fs of public 
and private worfliip, that, on a Sunday night, I 
was commonly more wearied, tlian on any other 
night in the week. 

For fome time after I began to preach, I had 
frequent doubts concerning my call. One time 
as I was going to preach at Coleford, I was 
tempted to believe, that 1 was running before I 
was fent. As I went on, the temptation grew 
itronger and ftronger. At laft I refolved to turn 
back. I had not gone back above thirty or forty 
yards, before I began to think, this may be a 
temptation of the devil. On that I took out my 
Tellament, and, on opening it, the words I calt 
my eyes on were, ‘‘ He that puttetli his hand to 
the plough, and lookerh back is not fit lor the 
kingdom of heaven.” 1 could not help kioking 
oji this, as the voice of God to mo ; therefore, 
1 took courage to turn about, and purfue my 
journey to Coleford. ' 

When 1 had been a local preacher about 
twelve months, the fmall-pox made dreadful 
havock in and about Bradford* So univerfal 
was the infeclion, that in all that populous 
towm, and the neighbouring villages, fcarce a 
fingle perfon efcaped, who had not had it before. 
It was alfo fo mortal, that fix or feven were 
buri d in a night, in Bradford only. As 1 had 
never had it, it was often fuggefted to me, to 
leave thofe parts : but I thought, 1 am in the 
hands of a w'iie and gracious God ; and alfo^ 
in the place wlicre his Providence has fixed me ; 
and, therefore, whether i live or die, 1 will con- 
tinue 
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tinue where I am, and commit myfelf to his 
wife difpofal. 

About a week after Michaelmas, I was taken 
ill, and in the beginning was very comfortable in 
my foul. It was foon difeovered, that I fliculd 
have a vaft quantity, occafioned, as it was fup- 
pofed, by the ill-management of an ignorant old 
woman, who gave me heating things. I had not 
been ill above a day or two, before that pattern 
of pra£lical Chriftianity, Mr. Richard Pearce, 
came to fee me : among other things, he alked 
me. What money I had I I faid, But little : he 
then encouraged me not to fear, telling me that " 
as I was far from my owm country, he would take 
care I had all things necefhiry. Accordingly, he 
turned away the old woman, and fent me one 
of the belt nurfes in town. He next fent the 
chief apothecary the place afforded ; and laftly. 
Dr. Clark, who was the moil experienced phyfi- 
cian in all that country. But notwithftanding all 
thefe helps, I was foon one of the mod deplor- 
able objects ever feen. I was done blind for 
live weeks *, my head was fwelled to fuch an 
enormous fize, that many thought it would drop 
from my fnoulders ; my whole body was co- 
vered with one fcab, a great part of an inch 
thick : and though the room I lay in w’as large 
and airy, the Bench was fo great, that though 
the town was full of this diforder, neither the 
doctor nor apothecary could come near me for 
a few moments, without Bopping their mouths 
and nofes as clofe as they were able. Many 
others who came to fee me ran down Bairs 
vomiting ; and fome declared, they never fmelt a 
carrion in a ditch, which was fo offenfive. Mrs. 
Antill at whofe houfe I lodged, told me and 

P p 3 my , 
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I my family, a clay or tvvoago, that though (he came 

[ only occafionally into my room, yet, when flie 

I went out into the town of an errand, the fmell 

of her clothes was fo ofFenfive, that the people 
j could fcarce bear to meet her ; and that, when 

[ fhe returned, fuch a ftream of noxious effluvia 

j met her in the front door, that fhe 'was fcarce 

I able to enter her houfe. It is therefore no won- 

j der, that all \nfflo faw or heard of me, judged 

! that I was, by many degrees, the moft afflicted 

I of any who lived or died, either in town or 

I country. Dr. Clark declared, “ Though I have 

been fifty years in practice, I never faw any one 
I fo ill of this diforder.” 

I The firft time 1 got up to have my bed made, 

I w'as on new'-year’s-day ; but I was not near 

j recovered on lady-day. Yet all this time, though 

j 1 W'as fo extremely afflicted, I was ne\er known 

! to give one groan, and but once, (Mrs. Antill 

fays not once) to fay I was ill, from firft to laft : 
my conitant anfwer to all who afked me how I 
did, W’as, ‘‘ 1 am indifferent.” This made a 
■ great noife both in town and country ; for the 
doctor, apothecary, and others, often mentioned 
this circumftance, when others complained. 
Yea, Mrs. Antill told us, a few days ago, that 
long after 1 w'as recovered, and had left the 
country. Dr. Clark often mentioned, with alto- 
niflmient, how quiet 1 lay, and what anfwers I 
comiantly gave, though 1 was fo dreadfully 
affl.aed. 

I From this account we learn, firft, That none 

! ouglit to give or take any thing heating, in the 

beginning of this diforder. Secondly, that 
while there is life, none ought to defpair of 
lecovering, however ill they are. And, thirdly, 
# that 
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that no degree of affli£Hon is too great for the 
grace of God to enable us to bear, with refig- 
nation, meeknefs, and quietnefs. 

Before my converfion, 1 had contra£fed a great 
number of debts ; and, by means of this illnefs, 
they were greatly multiplied : this w'as a caufe of 
great unealinefs to me. As foon, therefore, as 
I w’as able, I fet out for my own country, to 
receive my fortune, which had fo long lain in 
Mr. Tudor’s hands. As I pafled through the 
country, I preached in moll of the focieties 
which lay in my w'Tiy ; and, 1 believe it was not 
altogether in vain. 

When 1 got home, my old acquaintance got 
about me *, but w’hen they faw fuch an alteration 
in me, they w^ere aftonihied *, and the more fo, 
becaufe they had never feen the like before. As 
foon as 1 had received my money, I bought a 
horfe, and rode far and near, paying all I owTd 
in my own country : this made a great noife, and 
confirmed the people in their opinion, that the 
change they faw in me, was of God. My uncle 
Tudor, indeed, attributed it to another caufe. 

He laid, “ Thou hall been fo wicked, that thou 
hall feen the devil ; and that has occafioned fo 
great a change in thee.” At lall, my aunt 
Tudor, and others dcfired me to preach the next 
fabbath-day ; to which I confented. On Satur- 
day, I fell in company with Lord H — re — rd, 
who had heard, that I was turned Methodill, 
and was going to preach in the parllli. He ^ 
damned me, and fw^ore, if there was a pool of 
water near, he would throw me in : 1 was going 
to reply, but he w’ould not futTer me. As we 
were going the fame way, I followed at a dis- 
tance j and every now' and then he turned aboutj 

fwxaring , 
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fwearing that he would put me in the flocks, 
and fend me to prifon. When we came near a 
pinfold, where there was a pair of flocks, 1 
turned over a flile to a neighbour’s houfe : on 
this, my Lord fwore, that if they took me in, he 
would drive the country of them. I, therefore, 
judged it prudent to turn another way. 

The next day I went with my uncle Tudor to 
church and facrament : 1 went with him alfo to 
evening prayers. Juft as the miiiifter was con- 
cluding, his Lordftiip came to church. As foon 
as the pe'ople were got out, my Lord faid, “ Mr. 
Tudor, why do you harbour that fellow about 
your houle ?” My uncle anfwered, “ Where 
fhould he be, my Lord, but at home ?” He then 
defired my uncle to fend me out of the parifh ; 
but my uncle faid, He is in his own parifh, my 
Lord, and about his own bufinefs.” On this I 
ftept forward. When my Lord faw me, he 
faid, “ Wh — wh -wh — wh — why doft thou 
drefs like a parfon (for 1 was drefled in blue). 
I faid, “ What i w'ear, my Lord, is my own, 
and not your Lordlhip’s.” He faid, “ If thou 
doft not leave the country, I will fend thee to the 
ftocks.” I anfwered, “ I regard not- the flocks, 
my Lord ; your Lordfliip may fend me to Mont- 
gomery, if you pleafe. But before 1 go, I mull 
tell your Lordfhip, that I was fhocked exceedingly 
yefterday, on hearing a perfon of your rank, 
who is alfo a magiftrate, curfe and fwear as your 
Lordfliip did, when you faw me on the com- 
mon.” As this converfation pafled in the pre- 
fence of almoft the whole parifh, many were 
well-pleafed to hear my Lord fo plainly dealt 
with : but my Lord himfclf w^as enraged exceed- 
ingly, and called for one and another to come 

and 
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and take me to the (locks j but feveval of Aofe he 
called, ran away. At lafl, he faid to his foot- 
man, “ Go you, and take him away and then 
called one of his tenants, “ John Parry*! John 
Parry ! I fay, John Parry, come you and take 
him to the flocks.” 1 fmiled, and faid, “ My 
liord, you need not call thefe lufly men ; for if 
you fend a child, it will do as well ; feeing, I 
(liall make no refiflance.” When we were gone a 
little way, the footman fwore, “He had much ra- 
ther carry his mafler to the devil, than me to the 
flocks j” and Mr. Parry fwore the fame. I laid, 
pray do not curfe and fwear, or you will be as 
bad as my Lord. But, though, fuch a multitude 
of young and old were prefent, fo univerfally was 
my Lord’s condu£l difapproved of, that not one 
of them went with us, but my aunt Tudor: nor 
did any one come after us, but another uncle. ^ 
When we came to the flocks, my aunt faid, 
“ What do you now intend to do ?” Mr. Parry 
faid, “ We mufl put him in or run the country.” 
8he faid, “ You and I have lived in friendfhip for 
many years, and I fliall be forry now'^ to hurt 
you. Go you, therefore, and afk my Lord, if he 
will iiuiemnify you : for if he is put in fomebody 
fliall pay for it.” Mr. Parry went, and found 
my Lord had taken the parfon, and my uncle 
Tudor into the public-houfe *, where the parfon, 
who had adminiftered the facrament that day, 
tarried, drinking with my Lord, from four in the 
afternoon till eleven at night ; and my uncle, 
who had received it till feven the next morning. 

' This I mention, as a fad fpecimen of the religion 
of my native country. When Mr. Parry came 
to my Lord, he aiked, “ Have you put him in ?” 
Mr. Parry anfwered, “ No, my Lord, lor I am 

threatened.’* 
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threatened. On this my Lord jumped up, and 
. drew his /word ; and away ran the farmer, and 

I my Lord after him, both curfing and fv/earing 

like devils. When Mr. Parry returned, my aunt 
ji alked, “ Well ! what are you to do ?’’ He curfed 

I my Lord, and faid, “ Do ! we mull put him in.’* 

Lhe footman fwore, 1 will never put him in j’* 
and the Farmer did the fame. And, as I was 
quire pallive and cheerful, my aunt faid, “ Thou 
flialt not put thyfelf in.” I anfwered, “ Tliis is 
very hard ! I am to go into the flocks •, and you 
both fwear you will not put me in, and my aunt 
fays, I fhall not put myfeif in. Well then, I will 
tell you how it (hall be : one of you fnall hold up 
the flocks, and the other fhall take hold of my 
leg ; and by fo doing, you fhall both put me in.” 
After fcratching their heads, they confented : ac- 
cordingly, one of them lifted up the flocks, and 
the other put his hand under the calf of my leg, 
and juft put it in, and then bid me take it out 
again : however we flood near the flocks the 
whole time, wdiich was two hours, talking about 
religion. ^ Among other things, Mr. Parry faid, 
“ It is pity you did not tell the people, you 
would preach in the flocks.” I faid, « It is very 
true ; and I am forry, I did not think of it.” 

I lie next morning, through my aunt’s perfua- 
fion, I rode to Montgomery, to an atto«ney ; but 
lie riot being at home, my uncle advifed me to 
let tne matter drop ; and indeed, I was cafily 
perfuaded to this, as I found fo little ©f the fpirit 
of refeiitment. 

A few years ago, Mrs. O n, ofShrewflm- 

ry told me, that Ixird i 1. told her tiie affair; and 
added, “ Fliat if any more or them came into 
his parifii he would lerve them in the fume man- 
ner.” 
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ner.” She faid, “ My I^ord, you judge of this 
people according to the idle reports you hear of 
them j But I know them to be the fervants of the 
living God, Therefore, my Lord, beware what 
you do to them, or God will punifli you one time 
or other.” He paufed a while, and then faid, 
« Coufin G. if I had known this before, I would 
not have done what I did ; but for the time to 
come I will have nothing to do with them.” 

After I Had paid what I owed in my own 
country, I went to vShrewfbury to do the Hme. 
But many at-that place had quite forgot me, as 
well as w'hat I owed them. Thofe I had de- 
frauded by any unlucky trick, I told them of it, 
paid the full value, and offered them intereft, if 
it was only for a few (liillings. One inllance of 
this was, a companion of mine had defrauded a 
quaker of a (hilling ; and becaufe I was concerned 
in laying the fcheme, 1 thought I ought to pay 
him. When I went to enquire for him, 1 found 
him in jail, and told him the whole affair. He 
then afked me, “ Art thou the young man that 
preached in the Methodift meeting, concerning 
whom there is fo much noife ?” 1 laid, “ I am.” 
He faid, Wilt thou come the next firfl-day, 
and preach to the prifoners ?” I faid, “ I will.” 
Accordingly, I went and preached in the prifon- 
chapel, and many were glad to hear what God 
had done for my foul. Indeed, I found that 
going to a place, and paying every one what I 
owed him, was frequently a means of great good: 
efpecially, as 1 w'as always careful, when people 
thanked me, to commend the grace of God *, tell- 
ing them, “ You ought to thank God •, for if he 
had not converted me, I never fliould have 
thought of paying you.” 

From 
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From Shrewfbury I went to Whitechurch, on 
purpofe to pay fix-pence. I then went to Wrex- 
ham, and fatislied every one there. Next I rode 
to Chefter and Liverpool, and preached often in 
both places. In the firft of them, many were 
turned from the evil of their way. I then went 
to Manchefter, and from thence to Birmingham, 
tind thence on to Briftol. When 1 h*ad paid all 
I owed in this city, I returned to Bradford. I 
went to Mr. Pearce immediately, and told him 
all I had done. 1 then alked him for his ac- 
count ; but he bid me go and fatisfy every other 
creditor. I did fo ; but when I came again, he 
told me he had no account againft me. I faw 
the hand of God in this; for 1 had already paid 
above feventy debts, which I could not accom- 
plilh till I had fold my horfe, bridle, and faddle. 
However, I w'as at lail clear of the world ; and, 
by that means, was delivered from a burthen 
which had cod me many prayers and tears. 

With the fmall remains of my money, and 
with a little credit, I fet up in my bufincfs. But 
before 1 was half fettled in it, Mr. Wefley de- 
fired I w’ould give it up, and go immediately into 
Cornwall. I was glad of the opportunity, as 
believing it to be tlic will of God concerning me^ 

I therefore difpofed of my effefts, and payed the 
few debts 1 had again contracSled. But 1 was 
not able to buy another horfe; and, therefore, 
with my boots on my legs, my great coat on my 
back, and my faddle-bags, with my books and 
linen, acrofs my (boulder, 1 fet out in October, 

1753- 

From Bradford I went to Coleford, and from 
thence to Fiverton. I had not been many weeks 
there, before Mr. Bidgood aiked me, why 1 had 

not 
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not a horfe ? I told him frankly the truth of the I 

matter. He then defired me to buy one, and he ; 

would pay for him. I begged to be exculed i 

trom accepting Oich an offer : but he ftill urged I 

r r j ^ confult a friend : | 

I did 10 j and was advifed to accept the offer A 

few days after, I went with a farmer into his I 

held, in a few minutes a colt, about two years 

and a half old, came to me, and put his nofe on 

my fhoulder. 1 flroked him, and afked the 

farmer, w^hat he would take for him ? He faid 

“ Five pounds.” We flruck a bargain at once | ^ 

and in a few days I mounted my horfe, and have 

kept him to this day : which is about twenty- five ! 

years ! On him I have travelled, comfortably, not | 

lets than an hundred thoufiind miles in preaching 

^le gofpel. In this alfb, 1 fee the hand of God : ^ 

for i parted with one horfb, rather than bring a 

reproach on the gofpel; and, as a reward, he . 

provide^ me fuch another, as, in many refpeds, ^ 

tione^ of my brethren could ever boaft of. 

M'hile 1 w'as at dinner once at Collumpton, I . 

was dreadfully tempted to believe, that I was not - 

called to preach. I then thought, this food does 
not belong to me; and, therefore, I am a thief 
and a robber in eating it. I then burfl into tears, 
and could eat no more. As I was to preach at 
one o clock, 1 went to the preaching-houfe 
weeping all the way. I alfo went weeping into 
tJie pulpit, and wept fore w^hile I gave out the 
hymn, w^hen I w^as at prayer, and while I 
preached. The congregation was foon as deep- 
ly aireaed as I was myfelf, and many of them 
roared aloud for the difquietiiefs of their fouls : ’ 

fo that I have reafbn to believe, God brought ' ^ 

much good out of that temptation. | 

From . 
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From Devonfliire 1 went into Cornwall, where 
I laboured hard ; and though I cannot boall of 
abundant fuccefs, yet fome were both convinced 
and converted. 

V>^hile I was in this circuit, I dreamed one 
night, that Chrift was come in the clouds to 
judge the world j and alfo that he looked ex- 
ceeding black at me. When I awoke, I w^as 
much alarmed. I, therefore, humbled myfelf 
exceedingly, with fallings and prayer ; and 1 was 
determined never to give over, till my evidence 
of the love of Chrift was made quite clear. One 
day, as 1 was at prayer in my room, wdth my 
eyes (hut, the Lord, as it were, appeared to the 
eye of my mind, as ftanding juft before me, 
v/hile ten thoufand fm all ftreams of blood fee med 
to ifluc from every part of his body. "1 his fight 
was fo unexpeaed,. and at the fame time fo 
Uafonable, that, for once, 1 wept aloud *, yea, 
and almoft fainted away. I now more fully be- 
lieved his love to ME, and that, if he was then to 
come to judgment, he would not frown, but ra- 
ther fmile on me *, therefore 1 loved and praifed 
him with all my heart. 

From Cornwall I was fent to Norwich. While 
I was here, I went one fabbath-day to Yarmouth. 
As 1 went along, my companion every now and 
then cried out, “ I lliall be murdered and go to 
hell this day : for I know not the Lord !” (For 
the people of Yarmouth had often faid, « 'Fhat 
if any Methodift came there, he fhould never re 
turn alive.”) When we got to town, we w^ent 
to church. 1 then went into the market-place, and 
gave out' a hymn. While I fung and prayed, 
fhc multitude was tolerably quiet •, but^as foon as 
I had taken my. text, they began to be very rude. 
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In a fhort time a friend pulled me down. After 
Haying another while at a friend’s houfe, I fent 
for my horfe. The mob followed him, and filled 
the alley .where he was brought. As foon as I 
was mounted, he drove the mob before hiiiij 
but the women Hood ..in their doors, fome with 
both hands full of dirt, and others with bowls of 
water, which they threw at me as I palled by. 
When we got into tlve open ftreets, we had fuch 
a (bower of Hones, Hicks, appies, turnips, pota- 
toes, &c. as I never faw before or fince. My 
fellow-traveller galloped out of town as faH as he 
was able ; but 1 watched the motions of the 
Hicks and Hones which were like to hit .me, fo 
as to preferve a regular retreat. When I over-* 
.took my companion, we were thankful that we 
efcaped with our lives *, as were our friends in 
Norwich, on feeing us return. 

. My next remove was to London, where I 
continued till AuguH. What fervice f was of 
here, I cannot tell ; only I remember, that under 
-a fermon I preached in the Foundery, that good 
man, and ufeful preacher, Mr. Jofeph Guilford, 
was awakened. 

At our conference in 1 756, I was appointed 
for Ireland. I fpent the year in and about Lime- 
rick, Waterford, and Cork. In the firH of thefe 
places, God was pleafed to own my labours 
much. Many of the fokliers, as well as others, 
were converted to God. 

At the next conference I was again Hationed 
f'^r London. In my way thither, I Hopt at 
Whiteliaveu. Here I was greatly tried from a par- 
ticular cjuarter ; but I was more thuu conqueror 
through him. v/ho bad loved me ; and was fre- 
Q^q ' 2 . quently 
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quently refrefhed in my foul, and in fome mea- 
t'ure, bleffed in my labours. 

From Whitehaven I went to Leeds, where 
the people detained me about fix weeks. All 
that time I was very much followed *, yet I can- 
not fay, that the word was more, if fo much 
bleft, as it had been at many other places. At 
laft 1 reached London ; but my Leeds friends 
wrote to Mr. Wefley to fend me back. When 
fee propofed it to me, 1 confented. But as I was 
appointed to do feveral things which were very dif- 
agreeable to fome in power, this loft me many 
of my kindeft friends ; and was a fource of great 
uneafmefs to me for many years. 

From my firft awakening, I was almoft fingu- 
lar in my notions of marriage. I thought, that 
young people did not confult reafon, and the 
will of God, fo much as their own foolifti incli- 
nations. When I mentioned thefe things to my 
young acquaintance, they thought my notions 
were romantic and chimerical. However I de- 
termined, if ever I married, to a£f according to 
the rules I had fo often laid dov/n for others. 
My firlt enquiry therefore, was. Am 1 called to 
marry at this time ? Here I weighed the reafens 
on both fides, and then concluded in the affirma- 
tive. I then enquired, What fort of a perfon 
ought I to marry ? To this I anfwered in gene- 
ral, To fuch a one as Chrift would choofe for 
n^e, fuppofe he was on earth, and was to under- 
take that bufinefs. I then alked, but what fort 
of a perfon have I reafon to believe he would 
choofe for me ? Tlere I fixed on the following 
properth r, and ranged them in the following 
order. 'Fhe firft was grace. I was quite cer- 
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any confideration, to marry one who is not emi- 
nently gracious. Secondly, ihe ought to have 
tolerable good common fenfe. A Methodift 
^preacher in particular, who travels into all parts, 
•and fees fuch a variety of company, ought not to 
take a fool with him. Thirdly, as I knew the 
natural v armth of my own temper, I concluded, 
that a wife and gracious God would not choofe 
a companion for me, who would throw oil, but 
rather water upon the fire. Fourthly, I judged 
that, as I was connected with a poor people, 
the will of God was, that whoever 1 married 
fliould have a fmall competency, to prevent her 
■being chargeable to any. 

Having proceeded thus far, my next enquiry 
was, But who is the perfon, in whom thefe pro- 
perties are thus found ? 1 immediately turned my 
eyes on Mifs Green, a perfon of a good family, 
and noted for her extraordinary’ piety. I there- 
fore opened my mind to her ; and, after confult- 
ing Mr. Wefley, we wore married. As in this 
affair 1 confulted reafon and the will of God fo 
impartially, 1 have had abundant reafon to 1^ 
thankful ever fince. 

As foon as 1 was married, I went into Lan- 
cafhire, where I laboured about a year. The 
greateft outward trial I had here, was the decay 
of my health. Though I liave not much to fay 
■concerning my ufefulncfs this year j yet fon]c 
were awakened and brought to God, who Hand 
to this day. 

From hence I went into the York circuit, in 
1760. At that time I was thought to be near 
the laft Itage of a confumption. And as I liad 
about three hundretl miles to ride every fix 
weeks, and about fixty fociedes to take care of, 
^4 3 few* 






EXPERIENCE OF 



452 

few thought I fhould be able to go once round. 
But 1 faiil, I am determined to go as far as I can ; 
and when I can go no further, I will turn back 
Accordingly, 1 entered'upon my work, which was 
enough to try the flrongeft conftitution. By the 
time I got about half way round, I found that 
violent labour got me a little appetite, yea, and 
caufed me to fleep better : fo that I began to ga- 
ther flefh before 1 got to the end of my circuit. 
But my recovery was exceeding gradual. For as 
J had been declining from the time 1 had the 
fmall pox, which was about eight years ; fo I was 
about twelve more, before I was quite recovered. 

My next remove was to Newcaftle upon 
Tyne. Here I had many mercies and comforts, 
and a few trials. In one place I was obliged to 
put thirty-five members out of the fociety : and 
if 1 had not laboured hard, and exercifed great 
•patience, we Ihould have loft about two hundred 
in that one place. But though 1 had the exprefe 
order of Mr. Welley for what 1 did, and a£fed 
'with great integrity on the one hand, and tender- 
iiefs on the other ; I loft many of my d(5areft 
friends, who from that time became my bittereft 
enemies. But 1 muft fay (in honour of the 
grace of God) that friends and enemies have 
always been alike to me, when I thought the 
glory of God was concerned. 

From Newcaftle I went home to Leeds, where 
1 laboured a whole year. But as feveral perfons 
ftiil retained their old prejudices againft me, my 
labour here was now rather uncomfortable. 
'However, though I cannot fay I was of any great 
fervice this year, yet I had fome fruit in feveral 
places.' 

^ . The 
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The year following I was ftationed in Briftol. 

I believe 1 was never fo likely to do good as at 
this time : but I was removed, and fpent the re- 
mainder of the year at Leeds, In 1760 , 1 buried 
my firft child here ; and this year I buried the 
other. The next year I fpent in London and 
Colchefter.' 

At the Manchefter conference, I was appoint- 
ed for Scotland. The two years 1 tarried here, 

I fpent in and about Edinburgh, Aberdeen, and 
Dundee. While I was in Edinburgh, I was re- 
markably earned in private prayer one night. 
The next morning I awoke about four o’clock, 
and faid to myfelf, I will lie here no longer ; but 
rife and call upon God. In an inftant 1 was 
filled with fuch fweetnefs, as I had not tailed for 
a long time. I haltened to put on my clothes, 
and fell on my knees before God ; and, with 
tears of gratitude, thanked him with my whole 
heart. The efFe([^ of this vifitation lalled a con- 
fiderable time, and was of great ufe to me, both 
in preaching and living. Some time after, as I 
was preaching on the barren fig-tree, a few 
words proceeded from me in fuch a manner, as 
I can fcarce deferibe. The congregation feemed 
as if they had been ele«Slrified. One who had 
long been bowed down, cried out amain ; and 
faid afterwards, that under thofe words, Ihe felt 
as if file was juft dropping into hell ! I have 
fince thought that if the word was always attend- 
ed with fuch power, very few would Hand before 
it. While I was in this circuit, I fpent two or 
three nights in Glafgow ; and one perfon, at 
leaft, was converted to God in that time. 

From Scotland I went over to Dublin. Here 
the Lord began to blefs my labours almoft as 

foon 
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foon as I arrived. In a very few weeks, a confi- 
derable number were awakened, and others re- 
ceived a fenfe of the favour of God- Bat my 
fellow-labourer and I were grieved to fee fo 
much levity among many of out friends, and 
determined to oppofe it. Accordingly, we 
preached againft it with all our might. We de- 
termined alfo to (hew, by our example how 
Chriftians ought to be ferious, and to take up 
their crofs daily. But J. M. oppofed us, by 
foftening the awful truths we delivered ; this .was 
very agreeable to the delicate part of our hearers. 
At laft, I fpoke my mind very freely : the con- 
fequence was, he and his friends rofe up againfl: 
me, and quite bore me down. 

The next year I went over to Chefter, where 
I was ftationed for a year. From hence 1 went 
to pay a vifit to my own country ; and preached 
in Montgomery, Newtown, Llaiiidlos, and many 
other places. In Tregonan, where I was born, 
I preached once, and had moft of the village to 
hear me. But when Mr. B — n — y, who owned 
molt of the parifh heard of it, he told my uncle 
(who with my grand-father had lived in that 
houfe near an hundred years) that if he encou- 
raged me to preach in the village, he would turn 
him out immediately : he alfo fent a fervant to a 
coufin of mine, who lived in another parilh, 
and told her the fame. 

Soon after I returned to Che Iter, my wife was 
taken ill of a fever. For eight weeks, the phy- 
fician told me every day, that there was no hope 
of her recovery ; and fhe thought herfelf, for 
many weeks that every day would be her laft.‘ 
But this was fo far from being matter of forrow 
to her, that Ihe rejoiced at the profpect of being 

fo 
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fo foon at her Father’s houfe : and told me fre- 
quently, that fhe had much rather die than live : 
and though, from beginning to end, fhe was ill 
fifteen weeks, in all that time, I never heard her 
once complain about the date of her foul. 

The next year 1 went to Liverpool. Here I 
enjoyed many mercies and comforts : but I can- 
not fay much of my ufefulnefs. From Liver- 
pool I went to the London conference, and was 
appointed for the Derby circuit. But, before I 
left London, I fell into great dejection of fpirit ; 
and was, for many weeks, on the brink of de- 
fpair. But I cried unto God night and day ; 
and in due time, he (hewed me the light of his 
countenance once more : for which I hope to 
praife him to all eternity. I have alfo great oc- 
cafion to be thankful to his people, who fympa- 
thized with me, and encouraged me on every 
fide. When my foul was again revived, I went 
into my circuit, and was kindly received. Here 
I continued for two years, among a loving happy 
people : and I have fome reafon to believe that 
my labours here were not altogether in vain. 

From hence I came once more to London, 
where I continued two years. In the firft of 
thefe, Mr. Toplady paid me a vifit at the Foun- 
dery, and ftaid about three hours. We foon 
entered on a debate about our different fenti- 
ments : which we carried on, from firft to 
laft, without one unkind or uncivil expref- 
fion. I told him feveral reafons why 1 could not 
be a Predeftinarian. And as I am ftill of the 
fame mind, I (hall here repeat the fubftance of 
them, as fome of my prefent objections to that 
hypothefis. 

The 
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The firft principle of predeftinalion, I faid, 
That God’s fovereignty is, in every fenfe, abfo- 
lute, and unlimited. Now, I undertake to de- 
monftrate the contrary. For inftance, it ns unde- 
niable, that his fovereignty ife fo limited, by his 
wifdom, holinefs, juftice, truth, and love, that 
he cannot poffibly be either an unwife, unholy, 
unjuft, untrue, or an unloving fovereign : which 
would abfolutely be the cafe, if, by his. fove- 
reignty, he decreed fm, reprobation, &c. 

The next fundamental of predeftination is, 
That God, as a meer and an unlimited fovereign, 
has decreed whatfoever comes to pafs. Now 
the Bible, which we all believe to be the word 
of God, forbids a great number of thefe things. 
•For inftance : idolatry, fabbath-breaking, mur- 
der, and adultery, all come to pafs. Now it is 
certain, that thefe are all forbidden in the word 
'of God ; and, therefore, if he has decreed them, 
he has both decreed and .forbid the fame things. 
Now, before 1 can receive the hypothefis, which 
.fuppofes this, I muft fairly and clearly fee how 
it is confiftent with the wifdom, holinels, juftice, 
and truth of God. 

Thirdly, Becaufe the abfolute fovereignty of 
God has thus decreed every thing, predeftina- 
tion reprefents all man kind as not having any 
of their actions or volitions in their own power ; 
but as being a<5ted upon like mere machines. 
But God, by giving them inftructions, com- 
mands, promifes, and threatenings, treats them 
as if they were free and voluntary agents. Now, 
before 1 can be a Predeftinarian, I muft fee how 
it agrees with the aforefaid attributes of God, for 
his fovereignty to decree, that men fliould be 
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created Involuntary beings, and then to deal with 
them as if they were free. 

As Mr. Toplady did not offer any folid anfwer 
to thefe reafonings, I told him, that, as an honeft 
man, I could not be of his opinion, till thefe dif- 
ficulties were fully removed. We then parted, as 
good friends, at leaft as we met ; and, 1 was told 
after, that he fpoke well of me in feveral places : 
but, in his next publication, 1 was almofl all that 
is bad ! 

The next year, I went with Mr. Weffey to vifit 
my friends in Wiltlhire, Devonfhire, and Corn- 
wall. This was a very agreeable journey ; and I 
hope it was a profitable one to many of my old 
acquaintance, whom I had not feen for many 
years. After this, I fpent a year in vifiting my 
friends in various parts of the kingdom ; and, I 
believe, this labour of love was not in vain. The 
conference following, I undertook the care of Mr. 
Wefley’s printing. From that time I have been 
in London j and betw’^een preaching, and writing, 
and the care of the prefs, 1 never laboured harder 
in all my life. But I find it good both for body 
and foul ; and, therefore, I hope to be fully em- 
ployed as long as I live. 

Upon the whole. When I confider how the 
providence of God provided for me in my infan- 
cy — Brought me up to the {fate of man — Pre- 
ferved me from thofe evils which broiiglit others 
to an untimely end — Dire£fed my wandering 
Heps to the means of my con verfion— call my lot 
among his people — Called me to preach his word 
Owned my preaching, to the comcrlion of otliers 
— Stood by me in many trials — [bought me hack, 
fo often, from the brink of the grave — Healed 
my manifold backflidings — Provided me a fuit- 
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able companion — And put me in polTeflion of all 
the necelTaries of life. — When I conGder thefe 
things, I muft fay, Surely, goodnefs and mercy 
have followed me all the days of my life *, and i 
hope to dwell in the houfe of the Lord for ever. 



A SHORT 

ACCOUNT OF HIS DEATH, 

Hy Air. Charles At more. 

H e was a very fenfible, well read man, and a 
remarkable good Preacher. His natural 
temper was very quick and warm, andTometimes 
he had not the proper government of it : this oc- 
cafioned him lome trouble in fome places where 
he laboured. But in general he was both accept- 
able and ufeful. 

He continued to travel till about the year 
1775, when he was appointed the corrector of 
hlr. Wefley’s Prefs, which office he filled for 
feveral years. 

' ' He wrote and publiffied feveral fmall pam- 

! phlets, which fhew him to have been a man of 

conliderable genius and parts. Plis difeourfe on 
! lleb. ii. 3. “ How Giall we efcape if we neglect 

; fo great falvation,” is juftly efteemed an admira- 

ble performance, and is fuppofed by many to be, 
w'hat he aGlrts in the title-page, “ A full Refuta- 
tion of the doctrine of Unconditional Perfever- 

ancc.’* 
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ance.” He alfo cdmpofed that admirable hymn, 
« The God of Abraham praife,” which proves 
him to have been an excellent poet 5 and was alfo 
a confiderable proficient in mufic. 

Mr. Olivers, for feveral years before his death, 
had a fmall fum allowed him by the Conference 
for his paft fervices *, and he a£l:ed as a Local- 
preacher, as his ftrength would bear, till within 
a fliort time of his death. 

He died rather fuddenly in the month of 
March, 1799, and was interred in the Rev. Mr, 
Wefley’s vault, in the New Chapel Burying- 
ground, City-road, London. 

The chara£ter given of him by the Conference 
in the Annual Minutes, fully corroborates the 
above. 

“ He died advanced in years. In his younger 
days he was a zealous, able, and ufeful Travelling 
Preacher*, but for a confiderable part of his latter 
days, he was employed by Mr. Wefley as the cor- 
refter of his prefs. His talents were very confi- 
derable, and his attachment to Mr. Wefley, and 
the caufe of Methodifm, was fully evinced by 
feveral mafterly publications.” 
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iliir. Richard Boardman. 



A S the late Mr. Boardman was well known 
and much efteemed by the people of Dublin, 
Cork, Limerick, and other parts of this kingdom, 
we think it will be acceptable, to clofe this volume 
with the following interefting Iketch of his cha- 
ra£i:er, and laft moments. 

He was a man of great piety, of an amiable 
difpoCtion, and poflefTed of a ftrong undcr- 
ftanding. He was one of the firft regular Me- 
thodift Preachers, v/ho went to preach the Gofpel 
on the continent of America. He went thither 
with Mr. Pilmore, in the year 1779. Mr. Board- 
man was greatly beloved, and univerfally refpeft- 
cd by the people wherever his lot was cafl. His 
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I minifterial labours were much owned of God, 

r both in Europe and America. He finifhed his 

.courfe, by an apopleaic fit, in the city of Cork. 
The following are the circumftances which at- 
tended the death of this man of God. 

. Sunday, Sept. 29, 1782, Mr. Boardman hav- 
-ing been eleven days in Cork, was going out to 
dinner ; as he was walking, he Was fuddenly 
ftruck blind, fo that he could not find his way, 
till one of our friends met him, and took him by 
the hand. Soon after he feemed to recover him- 
felf, and fat down to dinner. But quickly after 
he had a fit, which deprived him both of his 
fpeech and underftanding. A phyfician was called 
in, who apprehended there was no immediate 
danger. Monday, he feemed to be perfedUy 
well, and preached both that and the following 
evenings. His mind was calm and ferenc, and 
no^ way anxious about either life or death. On 
Friday morning he was prefent at the Intercefli- 
on, and was obferved to pray with an uncom- 
rnon degree of freedom and power. At three 
o’clock he went out to dine, but as foon as he 
came into the houfe, he funk down infenfible. 
He was then condu61:ed back in a carriage to his 
own houfe, and about nine o’clock in the even- 
ing, he expired in the arms of two of his bre- 
thren, and in the prefence of many of his friends, 
who commended him to God with forrowfuJ 
hearts, and dreaming eyes. 

The Sunday before his death, he preached from, 
« Though he flay me, yet will I trull in him.” 
It was a very folemn meeting ; and a reverential 
awe filled the hearts of the congregation. In his 
lad prayci, at the Interceflion on Fritlay, he pray- 
ed fervently for the people, and begged, that if 
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this was to be their laft meeting on earth, they 
might have a happy meeting in the realms of 
light. It is remarkable, that when he was leav- 
ing Limerick, he told Mrs. Boardman, that he 
Ihould die in Cork ! But this was no concern to 
him, as he knew,'“ for him to live was Chrift, 
and to die eternal gain.” To him fudden death, 
was fudden glory ! But how neccffary for us to 
have our loins girded, and our lamps burning, 
that, if the Bridegroom (hould come at mid- 
night, or at cock-crowing we may be found 

ready ! r • r 

The following remarkable mterpolition ot Di- 
vine Providence in favour of this man of God, is 
certainly worthy a place in thefe mennoirs. It 
comes from a perfon of refpeaability and veraci- 
ty, and was related to him by Mr. Boardman 
himfelf. 

I preached (fays Mr. Boardman) one evening 
at Mould, in Flintfliire, and next morning fct out 
for Park-Gate. After riding fome miles, I alked 
a man if I was on my /road to that place: he an- 
fwered, “ Yes, but you will have fome fands to 
go over, and unlefs you ride very faft, you will 
be in danger of being enclofed by the tide.” It 
then began to fnow to fuch a degree, that I could 
fcarcely fee a ftep of my way ^ and my mare be- 
ing with foal, prevented my riding fo faft as I 
otherwife fhould have done. 1 got to the fands, 
and purfued my journey over them for fome 
time j but the tide then came in and furrounded 
me on every fide, fo that I could neither proceed 
nor return-, and to afcend the perpendicular 
rocks was impofiible. In this fituation 1 com- 
mended my foul to God, not having tlie leaft ex- 
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peclation of efcaping death. In a little'time How- 
ever, I perceived two men running dowri a hill at 
the other fide of the water, and by fome means 
they got a boat, and came to my relief, juft as the 
fea had reached my knees as 1 fat on the faddle ! 

They took me into the boat, the mare fwimming 
by our fide till we reached the land. While we 
were in the boat, one of the men faid, “ Surely, 

Sir, God is with you !” I anfwered, “ I truft he 
is the man replied, ‘‘ I know he is and 
then related the following circumftance. “ Laft 
night I dreamed that I muft go to the top of fuch 
a hill. When I awoke, the dream made fuch an 
impreffion on my mind that 1 could not reft. I 
therefore went and called upon this my friend 
to accompany me. When we came to the place, 
we faw nothing more than ufual. However, I 
begged of him to go with me to another hill at 
a fmall diftance, and then we faw your diftrefl- ^ 

ing fituatioii.” When we got afliore, I went [ 

with my two friends to a public-houfe, not far i 

from the place where we Jangled, and as we were | 

relating the wonderful pro'. uience, the landlady f 

fak), “ This day month, we faw a gentleman - ! 

juft in your fituation, but before we could haften i 

to his relief, be plunged into the fea, fuppofing 
(as we conjectured) that his horfe would fwim 
with him to the fhore : but they both funk and 
were drowned together ! ” • 

I gave my deliverers all the money I had, 
which 1 think was eighteen pence, and tarried 
all night at the public-houle. Next morning I 
was not a little embarrafled how to pay my reck- j 

oiling. I therefore apologifed to the Landlord 
for want of cafh, and begged he would keep a 
pair of filver fpurs, till I Ihould fend to redeem 

them i ^ 
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them. But he anfwercd, The Lord blefs you> 
Sir, I would, not take a farthing from you for 
the world.” After fome ferious converfation 
with the friendly people of the houfe, I bid 
them farewel, and recommenced my journey, 
rejoicing in the Lord, and praifing him for his . 
1 1 great falvation. 
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